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Key to the abbreviations: PC 


ROB REEL* (“American”) 


DORIS ARDENT (‘Times’)... 
MAE TINEE? (“Tribune”).. 


*Hazel Flynn. tMuriel Vernon. 


REGINA CREWE (“American”). 
QUINN MARTIN (“World”).... 
ROSE PELSWICK (“Journal’”).. 


JOHN S. COHEN, Jr. (“Sun”) 


MORDAUNT HALL (“Times”) 


IRENE THIRER (“News”). 





Film Critics’ Box Score 


(wrong), O (no opinion expressed), Pct (percentage). 


CHICAGO 


GENEVIEVE HARRIS (“Post”).. 
CAROL FRINK (“Examiner’’)......-. 66 53 


coos 69 58 


CLARK RODENBACH (“News’”)...-- 73 56 
covccee U2 50 
eeereeeeve 70 43 


NEW YORK 
ssseu! BG 
codecs Se 
ovee O46 
BLAND JOHANESON (‘Mirror’).... 


GEORGE GERHARD (“Eve. World”). 
JULIA SHAWELL (“Graphic”)....... 


RICHARD WATTS (“Herald-Trib”).. 
’ WILLIAM BOEHNEL (“Telegram”).. 


MARG’T TAZELAAR (“Herald-Trib”) 
Variety’s Own Score 


“VARIETY” (combined) .cescereeasees 127 99 


(pictures caught), R (right), W 


PC. R. 


71 56 


tFrances Kurner, 


PC. 
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Calm Wife, Cameraing Infidelity, 
May Crab Evidence in Divorce 





; Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 31. 

' If the courts hold that moving 
Pictures are admissible as evidence, 
the amateur cinema camera may 
have found a new field as doubt 


' @liminators in New York state di- 


Vorce actions. 

For the first time the courts are 
to be called upon to rule upon the 
admissibility of moving pictures in 
Proving acts of infidelity, when a 
divorce suit in Onondaga county 
gees to trial in the spring. a 

| Sterling, Swartz & Simon, 
attorneys, 


local 
announced they would 
make a request to show a “love 
Scene film” alleged to have been 
taken unknown to the persons 
photographed at a camp on an 
Adirondack lake last summer. 

The attorneys decline to div ulge 
the names of the principals, but say 
that the film would be the best cor- 
roborative evidence in proving the 
Plaintiff's case. An entire reel was 
made, from the report. 

Under the state laws, “still” pic- 
tures are admitted for the purpose 
of identification. The attorneys be- 
lieve there should be no objection 
by the court to the use of pictures 
taken with a motion camera. 

In this particular case, one point 
arises. The plaintiff who, with two 
friends, stole upon the camp, herself 
held the camera when the first foot- 


| booth in the lobby. 





age was exposed, then passing the 
camera to another. The rules of 
evidence in divorce actions does not 
permit a plaintiff to testify regard- 
ing any of the alleged acts of un- 
faithfulness. The court might hold 
that part of the reel taken by the 
wife was not admissible, requiring 
its deletion. 


PRIZE BEAUT AS 
UNDERCOVER DRAW 


Minneapolis, Dec. 31. 

The Minnesota, ace Publix house 
here, has a unique special added 
attraction not given any newspaper 
advertising or publicity but who is 
helping to pull trade to the box 
office. 

She’s Pearl Cramer, winner of the 
national beaujy contest at Detroit 
last year when crowned “Miss 
America.” Miss Cramer is regularly 
employed at the theatre’s music 
Many of the 
young men of the town are com- 
mencing to find out more about 
music from her. 

Miss Cramer is utilized by the 
theatre in special exploitation 
stunt. During the p ‘esentation of 
“Glorifying the American Girl,’ * she 
modeled gowns in a leading loop 
store’s display window. 








lof the picture reviewers 
cities, while Walter Winchell of the 


HARAL-GHI POT 
WINGHELL-N. Y. 


Midseasonal Box-Scores on 
Talkers and Legit — Re- 
gina Crew (“American’’), 
New York’s Film Leader 
—Four Chicago Film Re- 
viewers Rank New York 


WOMEN SUREST 


“Variety’s” mid-seasonal box 
scores for talker and legit critics of 
New York and Chicago designate 
Genevieve Harris of the Chicago 
“Post” as the foremost picker of all 
in both 


New York “Mirror” steps into the 
lead of the drama guessers. 

Regina Crewe, New York “Amer- 
ican,” in her first time out as 
chooser, leads the New York screen 
division. 


The box score discloses that four 
of the film critics on the Chicago 
dailies, two women and two men, 
outrank all of the New York crowd 
in percentages. 


It is indicated by the picture box 
scores of the two villages that the 
women critics are the surest in their 
typed opinions. 

A resume for the Picture Box 
Score is on page 6. 

for the legit on page 49. 


RADIO OPERAS 
PRODUCED FOR 
INDUSTRIES 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

A deal now pending between the 
Broadcasting Company 
and Charles Wakefield Cadman, 
expected to be closed this week, 
will open a new field in musical 
composition. The broadcaster wants 
Cadman to compose a series of 20 
original operas centered around as 
many of the leading industries of 
the country, which will be identified 
as the “Builders of America” 

The broadcasting company will 
select one of the leading firms in 





National 


series. 


each industrial branch to finance 
the program. With steel, 
be known as the “Romance of 
Steel,” ete. 

Houston Branch is doing the ne- 
gotiatinge for Cadman with N. W. 


Aylesworth, president of the N. B. | 


C., who has offered the composer 
a flat sum of $100,000 for the work. 


it would | 
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Key to the abbreviations: SR 


WINCHELL (‘ rai all Sak ees 
BROWN 
GARLAND ( Téleevarn” ). ax 


GABRIEL (“American”). 
ANDERSON (“Journal”)... 
SELDES ("Graphic’”).... 
LITTELL —(“World”).... 
LOCKRIDGE (“Sun”). 
ATKINSON 


*eeervreeere 


(“Times”). cccccecces 


“VARIETY” (combined).. 





Dramatic Critics Box Score 


(wrong), O (no opinion expressed), Pct (percentage). 
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Panama Joint Chorus Girl Makes 
Monkey of Canal Zone ‘Justice 





CIVIC THEATRE’S FLOP; 
‘NO FUTURE FOR LEGIT’ 


Boston, Dec. 31. 

Boston’s million-dollar Repertory 
theatre, dedicated as the first civic 
theatre in America, has thrown 
over its unique position and becorhe 
a picture theatre. At the end of the 
run of Charles Kingsley’s “Water 
Babies” the theatre will start 
showing silent films. First will be 
Played Jan. 6. 

Mrs. Henry Jewett, executive di- 
rector of the theatre, said, “I am 
frank to admit today that I can 
foresee no future for the legitimate 
stage. You cannot run a repertory 
theatre without subsidy and with- 
out plenty of subsidy. We have 
accepted subsidy in the past, but 
the people of this city, kind as they 
have been, have not been generous 
enough to maintain this theatre.” 


Gals Admit Weight 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Call for husky chorines for First 
National's “Bright Lights,” had the 
gals admitting their weight. 

Line up was filled with femmes 
all weighing over 175 

Kewpie Love, noted for her avoir- 


dupois in San Francisco 15 years 
ago, was first under the wire. 








U.S.C. Will Radio Lectures 
On Motion Picture Course 


Hollywood, Dec, 31. 
University of Southern California 
will ultilize radio during 1930. Ini- 
|tial course using broadcasts on mo- 





jtion pictures, the students listening 
jin to 12 lectures to be augmented by 
12 written lessons and two confer- 
ences with an instructor. Usual col- 
jlege credits will be given the stu- 
dents for studying via ether. 

Radio lectures wiil be given by 
Prof. Boris V. Morkovin. 


Panama, Dec. 15. 


This appeared on the front page 
of a local daily: 


Before His Honor—in Panama 


It must have been a perfectly di- 
vine comedy—or was it a tragedy? 

There was Judge Juan B. Polo, 
dignified, austere, set on meting out 
justice. Before him stood blond- 
headed little Pat O'Neill (docketed 
as Patricia O’Brien) intoxicated, de- 
fiant and profane, as only a cabaret 
girl can be profane, daring him to 
put her in jail? By way of emphasis 
she kicked a Panamanian police- 
man in a handy part of the an- 
atomy. 

“You can’t put me in jail!” she 
shouted. “I'm a friend of a cabinet 
officer. He’s my sweetie,” Pat added 
as she called the official by name. 

Judge Polo undoubtedly knew she 
was speaking the truth. Could he 
afford to sit there on the bench and 
stand for her abuse? Could he un- 
dergo the ignominy of being ridi- 
culed, before court attaches, by a 
reviling little blond-headed cabaret 


(Continued on page 34) 


B’way Lookers Walk Out 
On City’s Rough Shows 


Broadway beauts are out of the 
chorus brigade with stock at the 
City, New York, with line and run- 
way grinds now holding wheel 
show veterans, 

The uptown beauts decided to 
vamp after the stock operator’s de- 
cision to rough up the shows, 

With the vamping of 12 lookers 
the chorus now holds 24 instead of 
36 girls as formerly, and with the 
holdovers-all expert torso tossers. 
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Paris Jewelers Top the 4 Great Gyps; 
Girls 207, Return If the Chump Buys 





ey 


Paris, Dec. 22. 
The civilized world knows what a 
handful of streets like Broadway, 


Fifth avenue, Piccadilly Circus, 
Michigan Boulevard, Under den 
Linden, the Champs Elysees and the 
Rue de la Paix can do to it. They’re 
a delight—for the shopkeepers. AS 





one wholesale jeweler here put it, | 
there are four great gyps in the | 
world —furriers, jewelers, medicos | 
ani lawyers—and of these the jew- | 
elers take the cake. 
Perhaps the world’s most expen- | 
sive of keptees, the Parisian demi- 
mondaine, will tell you how they 
make the boy friend rue it when! 
they pay on the Rue de la Paix. 
Some confidential shopkeepers on 
th:; ultra-expensive avenue, notably 
the jewelers, will tell you how the 
gals manage to knock out beaucoup | 
extra francs for their real flames On | 








a strictly 20% basis. 
Advance Tip 
When a chump feels moved to buy 


a gift or is inspired in that direc- 
tion by his two-timing flame, the 
latter makes sure that such and 
such famous establishment—or it 
might even be one of several—is 
advised of the coming philanthropy. 
She merely calls up the directeur- 
gerant d’etablissement and coyly 
notifies that she is about to become 
the mama of some new bauble at the 
hands of her sponsor, but that she 
expects 20% of the purchase price 
for herself. Voila! Also tres beans. 

That evening the gal’s sponsor 
calls with his amour and, with the 
keptee doing “straight,” a 75,000 
franc string of pearls, a brooch or 
something she might not even care 
for, goes across the counter for 
maybe 125,000 and more. This per- 
mits not only the ample margin of 
profit, but also for the keptee’s 20% 
kickback plus an extra percentage 
to the house for collaborating ‘in 
this genteel “take” of the sappo. 

Next days she calls, like as not 
escorted by the male keptee she in 
turn is maintaining, usually the 
real “heavy,” and without much ado 
collects her 20% with much bowing. 
Is it any wonder the shops are will- 
ing to do biz this way? 

If she prefers, the shop will fur- 
ther oblige by buying the bauble 
back, at a considerable cut, of 
course, and make up a pretty good 
paste substitute to boot, just to 
hoodwink the chump. 

Pikers 

This is the old Times Square 
drugstore perfume gag and nite club 
doll Rooey on a grand scale. The 
Broadway chorine who steers a boy 


(Continued on page 41) 


Spain’s Literate Unable 
To Sway Populace 


Madrid, Dec. 18. 

Public’s acceptance of the trans- 
lated American melodrama, as wit- 
nessed by the huge success of “Trial 
of Mary Dugan” and “Cat and the 
Canary,” with others to follow, won 
a signal victory over the literary 
critical contingent which in turn al- 
most ruined one impresario. 

The highbrow and ever-patriotic 
Spanish critics decried the Ameri- 
can influence, panning the mellers 
as un-literary, etc., and in turn took 
up the cudgels on behalf of a new 
type of Spanish play titled “Van- 
guard.” This they hailed for its 
nuances, general novelty and basic 
nativity. The public responded by 
leaving the theatre almost en masse 
at the first performances, 

These “new method” plays mere- 
ly evidenced an exaggerated striv- 
ing toward forced phrasing and far- 
fetched situations. 


Dancers Too Plump 


Vienna, Dec; 22. 

Sacha Leontjew, ballet master of 
the Vienna State Opera, has re- 
signed and will leave at the end of 
the present season. 

Leontjew, with his share of the 
Russian temperament, fell foul of 
the critics as well as several mem- 
bers of the corps de ballet. 

That some of the ladies of the 
ballet are a little heavy for toe 
work is a fact. 


The Tiller Dancing Schools 
of America, Inc. 


64 WEST 74th ST.. NEW YORK 
MARY RBAD. President 
Phone Endicott 8216-€ 





“ABIE” BELGRADE HIT 





Opens Retitled—No American Play 
Has Flopped There Yet 





Belgrade, Dec. 19. 
After all these years “Abie’s Irish 
Rose” has just reached here. Dis- 
guised under the title of “Thrice 
Married,” and acted by leading 
ornaments of the Jugoslavian stage, 


lit made a solid hit, especially with 


the Belgrade Hebrews. 

As there are no Irish in Jugo- 
slavia there was no one to criticize 
the well meant attempts to suggest 
an Irish brogue in Serbian. Josip 
Kviundjitch, producer, states that 
every American play brought here 
so far hag been a big. success, 


Vienna’s Dual Versions 


Of “Journey’s End” 


Vienna, Dec. 22. 

“Journey's End” was presented by 
the English Players for three days 
last week. As it was being simulta- 
neously acted in German at the 
Deutsches Volkstheatre, as “Die 
Andere Seite,” with Moissi in the 
title role, Vienna had an opportuni- 
ty to compare the two versions. 


Verdict of the critics was that the 
English transcription won, Moissi’s 
rantings and ravings as “Capt. 
Stanhope” being more suggestive of 
a dope den than a dug-out. 

Play co.:pletely out on all 
three nights, with full attendance 
of the diplomatic corps. 





Vesta Tilley Ill 


London, Dec. 31. 

Lady DeFrece, who as Vesta 
Tilley retired from the stage 10 
years ago, is seriously ill in the 
South of France. 

The famous male impersonator is 
now nearly 70. 

Sir Walter DeFrece a few days 
ago suffered a hemorrhage of the 
lungs and has departed to join his 
wife in the sanatorium in the south 
of France 


Zurich Picks Musical 


Zurich, Dec. 31. 


Director Hubert Marischka of 
Zutich has bought the rights for 
this territory of a musical piece 
called “King of the Moulin Rouge,” 
to be the next attraction at the The- 
atre an der Wien here. Author is 
Leo Ascher, 

Piece is reported on the eve of 
production on Broadway. 


SHIFT FOSTER TROUPES 
London, Dee. 31. 

Alan Foster’s 12 Palladium girls, 
trained in New York by English 
instructors and designed for the 
Palladium here, go to the Scala, 
Berlin, in January and will be re- 
placed by another group. 

Counting the girls in “Why 
Trouble” in Newcastle and those 
with “Good News” in Paris, Foster 
now has four troupes in Europe. 


NEW LONDON DRAMATIST 


London, Dec. 31. 

Sir Barry Jackson wili present 
at the Playhouse Jan. 21 a new play 
by a new author, with action laid 
in a novel locale. 

Piece is “Assegai,” author is 
Allan King and the setting is in 
Zululand. 


WEATHER 


London, Dec. 31. 
Dry and sunny weather prevails 
here, helping business at the box 
office. 





Washington, Dec. 31. 

The Weather Bureau has fur- 
nished “Variety” with the following 
outlook for week beginning tomor- 
row (1): 

Somewhat overcast, with rains 
over west portions Wednesday. 
Thursday, cloudy, followed by rain 
or snow over west portions. Rain 
over east portions Thursday or Fri- 
day (3). 

Saturday and Sunday mostly fair. 

Decidedly colder by end of the 





New Classes Now Forming 


week. 








—~ di cha eg 
(CHIC) (ROSE) 


YORK and KING 


Originators of “Tin-Type” 
comedy. 

Now favorites with the passenger 
crew, cetc., of the Armandale Castle. 
(That's the name of a boat.) 


Represented by JENIE JACOBS. 











VIENNA CRITICS STORM. 
AT “NO SPECIAL” SHOW 


Vienna, Dec. 31. 

Declaring special dress rehearsals 
for the newspaper critics are too 
costly, Viennese impresarios have 
raised a storm by suddenly cutting 
off these preliminary performances. 

The reviewers are in arms against 
what they regard as a denial of their 
ancient rights and are insisting 
upon a private dress rehearsal pre- 
ceding the formal premieres. 

Writers argue that such perform- 
ances give them fuller opportunities 
for serious judgment and a calm 
weighing of play’s merits. The 
managers insist the reviewers will 
be more correctly directed toward 
a fair view if they witness the per- 
formance with an audience around 
to indicate pubiic reaction to the 
performance, 

Managers also make the cynical 
observation that professional jeal- 
ousies often figure in the critical 
judgment of reviewers. Reply of the 
scribes to this slam is that if the 
actors don’t do well before the re- 
viewers it is because they realize 
they are playing to experts who 
know plays and have-standards of 
acting. 


Nite Club Site Picked 
For Rumanian Senate 


Bucharest, Dec. 18. 

The Rumanian Senate has trans- 
ferred its activities, not individu- 
ally, but en masse, to a night club. 

The greybeards met until a few 
weeks ago in a hall of the Univer- 
sity. When the University needed 
the hall and asked them to find 
other quarters, none could be lo- 
cated until finally the owner of the 
Moulin Rouge, a large building in 
the Boulevard Elisabeta, where the 
nightbirds of Bucharest flocked, 
offered to sell out. 

Everybody, including the Prime 
Minister, looked the Moulin Rouge 
over and pronounced it just the 
thing for the Senate. Three months’ 
strenuous work and the transfor- 
mation was complete. 

Some of the diplomats were there 
before the Senaté Chamber arrived*® 
Scandal even whispers that some of 
the Senators were there before. But 
looking at them now you'd never 
guess it. 


French Critic Body 


Paris, Dec. 31. 

The French vaudeville critics 
have just organized their own as- 
sociation under the title of Asso- 
ciation de la Presse du Music Hall. 

3y vote the body has determined 
to admit foreign trade paper cor- 
respondents to membership. 








Lawrence Shubert’s Buy 
Paris, Dec. 20. 
Lawrence Shubert has the Ameri- 
can rights to Marcel Pagnol’s “Mar- 
ius” at the Theatre de Paris. Pierre 
Fresnay, the lead, who speaks Eng- 
lish, may go to America in it. 


SAILINGS 


Jan. 11 (New York to London) 
Charles B. Cochran, Major E. O. 
Leadlay (Olympic). 

Dec. 24 (Sydney to Capetown) 
Jerry Baby Grands (Ascanaeus). 


FOREIGN TONGUE JAM 


Film Men, Troubled With Dialog, 
Should Consider Cairo’s Fix 








Cairo, Dec. 31. 

Picture producers with a head- 
ache over foreign tongue dialog may 
consider drama in Cairo and its 
polyglot status. 

Opera House season opened here 
with French company doing French 
classic operettas in French. 

The Perroquet night club cabaret 
has a number of new people, includ- 
ing Nadia Dauty, Hindo, Maruja, 
native, and a Mexican act. 

Just to make it good and tougher, 
Sir Percy Loraine, British high 
commissioner, and talks just that 
way, has accepted the presidency of 
the Cairo Dramatic Society. 


GOOD AND BAD DENOTED 
BY COLORS IN PLAY 


Madrid, Dec. 19. 

Ramon Gomez de la _ Serna, 
Spain’s leading futurist dramatist, 
has done an Eugene O’Neil with 
“Medios Seres” (“Half Selves’), his 
new dramatic success at the Alka- 
zar, another manifestation of the 
“Strange Interlude” treatment, 

Players are dressed in costumes 
equally divided in half by black and 
white colors, each color represent- 
ing the two personalities in each, 
good and bad. The better instincts 
are voiced by the white-hued por- 
tion of the cast (as it is visible to 
the audience) and when a player 
voices his or her baser instincts the 
darker attire turned to the audi- 
ence. 

Critics are raving, proclaiming it 
@ great play and production. Pub- 
lic is giving it the mild razz and is 
frankly inclined to ridicule, but for 
the moment the curiosity is reflect- 
ing favorably at the box office. 





Tokio Imperial’s Money 
Jam Puts It Into Chain 





Tokio, Dec. 8. 

The Imperial theatre here, famous 
house that has played stars of world 
note, is to be absorbed into the 
Shochiku chain, modern organiza- 
tion, on a ten year operating lease. 
Change is due to financial troubles. 

This puts the Impcrial, which ap- 
proximates the New York Metro- 
politan in rating, under control of 
Takejiro Ohtani, Japan’s leading 
picture magnate, who. operates 
many theatres, both films and legit- 
imate, throughout the empire. His 
first move will be to renovate the 
old house, built. 20 years ago, and 
reduce admissions. 
, Imperial has been host to many 
foreign artists, among them Galli- 
Curci and John McCormack, be- 
sides playing its resident company. 
House was a great handicap to in- 
dependent legit establishments, be- 
cause it paid high salaries and drew 
the best talent away from inde- 
pendent theatres. 


“Barker’s” Lead, Wife 


Paris, Dec, 21. 

Lucille Nicholas, wife of J. _Ken- 
yon Nicholson, author of “The Bar- 
ker,” introduced her new profes- 
sional name of Joan Kenyon in a 
revival of that play here at the The- 
atre Femina by the Paris-American 
Players. . 

Like her former professional 
name, Joan Kenyon is adapted from 
her husband's real name. 

Nicholson, disgusted with Holly- 
wood, came over in October, head- 
ing north to Paris where he will re- 
main for a few months, polishing 
off a new play. 

Nicholson directed “The Barker” 
for Carol M. Sax’s Paris-American 
Players. 


Novello Play for U. S. 


London, Dec. 31. 

Ivor Novello’s play, “A Sym- 
phony in Two Flats,” long run suc- 
cess at the Apollo theatre, will be 
brought to New York in the new 
year by Shuberts. 

Company headed by Novello, au- 
thor and star, will remain intact 
for the American engagement. 


So. Africa “Rio Rita’ 


Sydney, Dec. 31. 

The Fullers are working on a 
project to send a complete company 
of “Rio Rita” to South Africa. 

Undertaking is in association with 
the African Trust, marking a new 
departure for Australian interests 
in international and inter-colonial 








operations, 





UNRULY ACTOR ADDS TO _ 


SAX’S PARIS GRIEFS 


Paris, Dec. 31. 

Plenty of grief- for Carol Sax, 
operating the American troup at the 
Femina in repertory season. 

Long brewing discontent within 
the company culminated when Sax 
refused to cast McKay Morris in 
the lead of “The Barker.” Morris 
had pulled the prima donna stuff 
regularly, with a climax when he 
refused to show for rehearsal. That 
was the blow-off. 

Larry Fletcher, a newcomer to 
the group, stepped into the part at 
14 hours’ notice. 

On top of that the Femina is be. 
ing claimed by Hatchettes, a big 
commercial company which owns 
the property and is planning te 
build its own building on the site, 
This ousts. Sax automatically on 
Jan. 1, and creates a momentary 
hiatus until he can arrange for one 
of the two downtown houses avail- 
able, 

Sax says the company will cuon- 
tinue for another six weeks at a 
minimum, having. sufficient back. 
ing for that period. The subscrip-« 
tion sale terms call for six plays in 
12 weeks, while the schedule so far 
announced provides for only half 
that. Season opened. with “The 
Road to Rome,” then “The Torch 
Bearers” and now “The Barker.” 

“The Barker” is being staged by 
Kenyon Nicholson, the author, who 
is spending a vacation in Paris 
while completing a new play. Joan 
Kenyon, wife of the playwright, 
will pluy the femme lead in the 
piece. 

A future addition to the Sax or- 
ganization is “Big Bill” Tilden, 
tennis champ. He will be in a new 
production, which he will subse- 
quently take to London. 


Fruitless Comeback Try 
By Hauotmann at 67 


Vienna, Dec. 17. 

Germany’s modern Goethe, the 
great Gerhart Hauptmann, is 67. 

Anybody could see that who was 
in the Burg theatre the other nicht 
when Hauptmann tried to stage a 
comeback with two one-act plays, 
“The Black Mask” and “The 
Witches’ Ride,’ presented under 
the general title “Spook.” 

A Hauptmann opening—the first 
performance not only in Vienna but 
anywhere—is always something for 
art and society to get thrilled over, 
but this time they went away dise- 
appointed. 

Hauptmann, like Kipling but une 
like Shaw, is obviously. written out. 
“The Black Mask” was a gruesome 
snapshot of Germany after the, 
Thirty Years War. “The Witches’. 
Ride,” 1s a weird mess of words, 
with neither sense nor object. 

The Burg theatre people did their} 
best, but not even Elsa Wohlge- 
muth, Paul Hartmann and Hans 
Marr could make it clear to the 
audience what it was all about. 








Nora Brown in Hospital 


Nora Brown, English chorus girl, 
arriving in New York last week 
with the all-English company of. 
“Wake Up and Dream,” is in the’ 
Park West hospital, recovering from ' 
an appendicitis operation. 

Miss Brown had been in the. 
strange city but 48 hours when the 
operation became necessary. 

Charles B. Cochran, who brought 
over the show, called in Dr. Phillip 
Graussman, the eminent surgeon, to 
operate. 





ETHEL WATERS’ DATES 


London, Dec. 31. 

Ethel Waters ended four weeks’ 
engagement Dec. 28 at the Cafe de 
Paris, London, and now is under the 
care of a throat specialist for laryn- 
gitis. 

She returns to the cafe Jan. 27 for 
another month at increased salary. 


“MRS. BOTTLE” MOVES 
London, Dec. 31. 
“Art and Mrs. Bottle’ withdrew’ 
from the Criterion Jan. 21 and 
started anew yesterday (Monday) 
at the Royalty. 











If you think you'll lose, you've lost, 
For out in the world you'll find 

Success begins with a fellow’s will— 
It’s all in the state of mind. | 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 
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FOREIGN SHOW NEWS 








TF “Grand Hotel” Made Into Operette, 


~ Mild Start in Berlin—Other Shows 


Berlin, Dec. 31. | Drury Lane Xmas Panto 


Holidays found new attractions 
crowding in. Of the additions, prob- 
ably the operetta made from “Grand 
Hotel,” remembered as a Pola Negri 
fiim, will be most interesting to 
Americans. 

Another is “Hulla Dibulla,” farce 


which has possibilities for the 
States under a clever adaptor’s 
hands. 

“Hotel Stadt Lemberg” is the 


new title for the story in musical 
form, founded on Paramount’s pic- 
ture starring Pola Negri and offered 
at the Westerns theatre here. It 
was favorably received in a mild 
way. Music by Jean Gilbert does 
nicely, but the book is heavy. 
Kaethe Dorsch scores a triumph in 
the feminine lead, with Leo Schuet- 
zendorf and Karl Joeken contend- 
ers for honors. 
Arnold-Bach Farce 


The last farce by Arnold and 
Bach: (the Jatter having died re- 
cently), “Hulla Dibulla” at the 


Komische Opera theatre, is revealed 
as the usual effective piece for the 
exploitation of the immensely popu- 
lar comedian, Guido Tielscher, and 
will please, but more in the prov- 
inces than in the capital. 

Story has to do with a magnifi- 
cently uniformed picture extra who 
gets by mistake into the entourage 
of the visiting monarch Ahmanulla, 
where he unearths a conspiracy 
against the royal person... It is this 
piece that seems to promise possi- 
bilities for American adaptation. 

Patriotic Theme 

The Lessing theatre offers ‘The 
Red Eagle of the Tyrol,” by Anger 
Mayer, a red hot patriotic story 
dealing with the Italian policy of 
hostility toward the German people 
and language of the newly annexed 
Tyrolian territory. FExpertly con- 
structed play. 


ANNA MIARES SEIZED IN 
DRUG PEDDLING CASE 


Paris, Dec. 31. 
Anna Miares, wife of Maurice 
Yvain, the French composer, has 
been admitted to. bail following her 
arrest on a charge of trafffeking in 





narcotics. She is the divorced wife 
of Dranem, leading French come- 
dian, 


Yvain also is now suing for a 
divorce. The actress, while free, 
has been ordered to remain at her 
home in Nice to await police in- 
vestigation. 


Fall’s Posthumous 
Opera Good for U. S. 


Prague, Dec. 31. 

“Rose in Florida,” a posthumous 
operetta by the late Leo Fall, fin- 
ished by E. W. Korngold, was an 
unqualified success at the Arena 
here. 

Marsak, leading actor of the 
Czech National theatre and former- 
ly with the Chicago Opera com- 
pany, and Miss Balentova, were 
popular in the leading roles. 

Score of the work is extremely 
tuneful and it probably would have 
a good chance in the States. 


Musical for Dominion 


London, Dec. 31. 

“Silver Wings,” new Clayton & 
Waller musical, is destined for the 
new Dominion, it is learned, despite 
every effort to maintain secrecy. 

Clayton & Waller hold a contract 
for the Hippodrome, but “Mr. Cin- 
ders,” a stubbofn success there, is 
holding on until along in February, 
and it would be expensive to keep 
so heavy a production as “Wings” 
on the road for that length of time. 
It is intimated also that William- 
Sons want to continue production at 
the Hip. 

The Dominion can do $1,000 more 
per performance than the Hippo- 
drome and is ideally situated for a 
Spectacular musical like “Wings.” 





Lads Name Added 


London, Dec. 31. 
Lee Shubert’s name has been 
added on the programs of the five 
theatres in this city the Shuberts 
are interested in. 
The name of J. J. Shubert does 
not appear. 





| 





Beautiful; Lacks Laughs 


London, Dec. 31. 

The Drury Lane Christmas pan- 
tomime, “Sleeping Beauty,” opened 
Christmas eve under favorable cir- 
cumstances, with audience in holi- 
day gpirit and in receptive mood, 
applauding every quip and mechani- 
cal effect, even though some of them 
are pretty old, 
and beautifully dressed, with Julian 
Wylie credited as producer and 
Eddie Dolly as dance arranger. 

Production is not strong in com- 
edy and has no outstanding song 
hit. Out of 20 numbers only two 
are of American origin, Piece is a 
stop gap giving Sir Alfred Butt a 
chance to get a musical for 
the spot. 

It should, however, make money 
for the 10 weeks scheduled. 


CUBA DEPORTS 


new 








WILL MAHONEY 


In Earl Carroll's “Sketch Book,” 
44th St. Theatre, N. Y. C. 

The “Evening World” said: “Will 
Mahoney’s presence and gifts cer- 
tainly strengthen the show. He is 
positively superb.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 








U.S. ORCHESTRA: 


Havana, Dec. 31. 

Jackie Moore and his band of 
American jazzists, 14 in number, 
have been deported at the instance 
of native musicians* unton. 

The Moore outfit, which had been 
playing dates in Illinois and around 
the middle west, came to the Island 
two weeks or more ago and signed 
for Havana dates without making 
any arrangement with the local 
music union, 

They played the Tokio club for 
two weeks when the union men 
brought a complaint before the im- 
migration authorities and the bands- 
men were directed to leave Cuban 
territory. Natives replaced them 
immediately. 


Dora Maughan Scores 
In Spite of Illness 


London, Dec. 31. 

Dora Maughan, returning to the 
halls, scored nicely yesterday at the 
Palladium with a new song cycle by 
Blanche Merrill. Good showing was 
in spite of a bad throat and the fact 
she was hurried in a week ahead of 
schedule because the management 
was at a loss for a headliner, 

Miss Maughan today (Tuesday) 
asked the, management to release 
her from the date owing to her in- 
disposition, but they realized she 
was working under a handicap, ex- 
pressed their satisfaction and per- 
suaded her to continue. 

She opened the same evening at 
the Hotel Splendide, but appeared 
only during supper, reserving her- 
self for New Year’s Eve. 

Patty Moore and Sammy Lewis 
also appeared in the Palladium bill, 
back after a Continental tour, and 
stopped the show. 


COCHRAN HOUSE FIGURES 


: London, Dec. 31. 

C. B. Cochran takes exception to 
Variety’s figures on per night -ca- 
pacities of his three London houses 
and cables his squawk to London, 
although he’s in New York himself 
and could just as easily have 
phoned his kick to the home office. 

Anyhow here are the real figures, 
making allowance in all cases for 
the 5% agency discount. 

His Majesty’s, $2,700 a night in- 
stead of $2,500. 

Palace, $2,700 instead of $2,600. 

Pavilion, $2,900 a night instead 
of $1,900. 


“Virtue For Sale” New 


London, Dec. 31. 
Lillian Tremble Bradley arrives 
from France today (Tues.) and will 
start supervision of rehearsals for 
her new play, “Virtue for Sale.” 
Edward Laurillard is producing 
the piece. 


TURNER’S HOLIDAY 


London, Dec. 31. 
Terry Turner, here for the past 
week, has gone on to Paris, not on 
business but on recreation bent. 
Terry, Whose wife reads Variety, 
left word that it would be tactful 





not to mention the Paris side trip. 


Programs Ignore J. J. 
London, Dec. 31. 
Shubert allied theatres here seem 
to have undergone some change of 
direction lately. Programs have all 
carried the name of Musical. Plays, 
Ltd., since the Shuberts took them 
over, 
Recently a new line veen 
added, “Lee Shubert, chairman,” 
with no mention of J. J. Shubert. 


has 





FRENCH AGENTS WARNED 
ON WHITE SLAVE PERIL 


Paris, Dec. 31. 
The Prefecture of Police has di- 
rected a warning to all Paris vaude- 
ville agents instructing them to 
scrutinize carefully all foreign book- 
ings and notifying them that they 


must observe all agency regula- 
tions. Purpose, to safeguard against 
white slave traffic, particularly in 
Egypt and South America, 

Warning, with legislation to back 
it if necessary, is aimed against 
sending girls to North Africa and 
South America, among other points, 
where it is declared white slavers 
have been active. 

Paris agents see in the move an 
effort to restrict their business and 
have formed a protective association 
opposing limitations on their for- 
eign business. Bookings within the 
French borders are not affected, 
since that field already is under the 
supervision of the police, although 
they do not interfere with intra- 
French activity. The new ruling 
makes no change in domestic book- 
ing affairs, but calls for a special 
license for agencies doing interna- 
tional business. 

It is recognized that the white 
slave question is no myth, but the 
reputable agents declare they should 
not be tied down because of crimi- 
nal operations by others outside 
their circle. 

New association was formed at 
a meeting in the Empire theatre, 
at which these officers were chosen: 
P. B. Arnaud, president; Georges 
Baudx and E. Audiffred, vice- 
presidents, and Ramon Zahm, sec- 
retary. Practically all the recog- 
nized agents are included in the 
membership except Henri Lartigue, 
Paris branch of the William Morris 
office, which is not concerned in 
the crusade. 


WORLD'S BIGGEST FAIR 
ON IN PARIS STREETS 


Paris, Dec. 31. 

The grand boulevards of Paris 
this week are converted into the 
world’s greatest fair grounds. It 
is part of the French holiday cus- 
tom to line the sidewalks with stalls 
merchandising everything in the 
range of commercial goods. 

Pitchmen from all over the Con- 
tinent mobilize here for the week 
between Christmas and New Year. 

The Paris Chrstmas corresponds 
to New Year’s in the States. The 
French signalize Christmas with 
whoopee, exchanging presents on 
New Year's, reversing the Ameri- 











can custom. 
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Hat-Passing in Paris 
Brings Meagre Help 


Paris, Dec. 31. | 
Extreme general depression in | 
yusiness here is strikingly reflected 
in the state of the theatre and of 
show people. 
Theatre business is shet to the | 
extent that the annual hat-passing 
among holiday audiences in behalf 
of indigent professionals has pro- 
duced negligible results. Contribu- 
tions are reported the smallest in 
the history of the annual event. 
Appeal to audiences resembles 


the annual drive of the N. V. A. in 
the States. The biggest stars in 
the French theatre address pleas | 
for the profession before audiences, 
after which the women principals 
of the shows go through the aisles 
carrying baskets. 


MASCAGNI WILL 
DO FILM OPERA 





Enemy of Jazz and Films 


Falls for Hollywood 





tome, Dec. 31. 

Maestro Pietro Mascagni, world- 
famous composer, after panning 
jazz and calling sound pictures “an 
artistic sin,” is succumbing to the 
lure of Hollywood lucre. 

Mascagni rejected with indigna- 
tion proffers to synchronize his 
masterpiece, “Cayalleria Rusticana,” 
or any of his other works, but is 
said to have agreed to write an 
original opera for the sight-sound 
screen. He doesn’t say with which 
company he has had dealings, de- 
claring several have approached 
him. 

It is well known that Metro long 
ago made him an offer. 


French Mayor’s Satire 


Semi-Success in Paris 


Paris, Dec. 31. 

“Beau Metier,” work of the pres- 
ent Mayor of Aix les Bains, French 
resort, was fairly well received in 
Paris. Story has a political flavor 
in a satirical vein, picturing an 
honest treasury official who refuses 
to graft and thus interferes with 
the schemes of crooked party lead- 
ers. 

As a result he wins an important 
post in the foreign service, not as @ 
reward for his merit, but because 
crooked politicians want to get rid 
of him. Play has romantic sub- 
plot in the official’s woman secre- 
tary, who alone appreciates his 
worthiness. He falls in love with 
her, but lets her go in order to 
escape complications. 

Arquilliere plays the honest of- 
fice holder and Ghyslaine the sym- 
pathetic secretary. 


London Replacements 


London, Dec. 31. 

“Love Lies” is closing at the 
Gaiety Jan. 18 to be succeeded by 
“I Love You, Darling” on the 22d. 
George Clarke plays the lead. 

“Mr. Cinders” is folding up in 
February with new English musical, 
“The Blue Rose,” taking its place. 
Piece is now being cast. Garardo 
and Adaire, a quintette of dancers 
and Morris Harvey already have 
been engaged by the Williamsons 
who will continue producing at the 
Hippodrome. 


English Equity Soon 
London, Dec. 31. 

The new British Equity is fast 
taking shape. Advisory committee 
met last week and completed plans. 

Another meeting is scheduled for 
January at which they will pass 
upon draft of a constitution and 
by-laws. 


RICARDO COLLAZO DIES 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 31. 
Ricardo Collazo, 
of the Theatre Owners’ Society, and 


atre here, died suddenly. 
He suffered a sunstroke in 
racetrack grandstand and collapsed 





never regaining consciousness, 
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inicely received. It 





influential in | 
showdom in Argentina as secretary | 


himself owner of the Comedia the- | 


the | 


Londor., Dec. 31. 


London has enjoyed the best 


| Christmastide business in years with 


all branches of showdom sharing in 


prosperity and the weather con- 
}tributing the principal incentive. 
| Days have been bright and dry and 
evenings mild and clear. 

Picture houses, vaudeville, cab- 


arets and legitimate attractions all 


| drew capacity. Even the dance halls 


|} had crowds and the East Side Jew- 
ish theatre with Boris Tomashafsky 
likewise shared the good spirit of 


|the holiday throngs. 


Nothing was brought forward as 


| new. fare that particularly inspired 


attendance, but the continued bills 
sufficed. 

“A Warm Corner,” at Prince’s 
theatre, was revealed Christmas eve 


|as a Continental farce that evoked 


no great enthusiasm although it was 
is the work of 
Arthur Wimperis as adapter and 
features Lauri Wylie. Production 
also brings William Berry, musical 
comedy star, forward in his first 
straight dramatic role. His musical 
comedy methods are scarcely legit- 
imate enough, even for farce. 

Piece reveals nothing new in plot 
or treatment, but the dialog is 
bright in the way of drawing room 
crossfire. Success doubtful at this 
writing. 


GULLIVER’S REASONS 
FOR NORA BAYES FUND 


London, Dec. 31. 

Story behind Charles Gulliver's 
effort to obtain a fund for a per- 
manent resting place for the body 
of Nora Bayes is now out. 

The manager’s purpose was to 
have English performers contribute 
the necessary ‘amount in individual 
sums of $5 each, as an example to 
American players of loyalty to the 
profession. It brought not a single 
donation, 

Gulliver had lent Miss Bayes 
$20,000, taking a mortgage upon her 
American property. When she died 
he was willing to cancel the mort- 
gage so that the.dead actress’ adopt- 
ed children might have the estate 
intact. When he found, he says, 
that her husband had filed claims 
upon certain property, he instructed 
his solicitor to recover the amount 
of his mortgage. His intention is. 
that when the sum is paid to him, 
he will transfer it to the children, 
he says. 


Shaw Has New Play 


London, Dec. 31. 
George Bernard Shaw has finished 
another play. It is yet untitled. 
Production is planned for the Mal- 
vern festival next summer. 





Argentine Actor Dies 
Buenos Aires, Dec. 31. 

Felix Rico, popular native actor, 
died here at the age of 35. His 
parents are widely known as per- 
formers in South America and he 
was extremely popular as the bearer 
of a familiar stage name. 
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FOREIGN FILM NEWS 


SOUND QUALITY 
PLEDGE FLIVS. 


4 VARIETY 


Spanish Film Actors Poorly Paid; 
Producers Advertise for Casts 


HOLLAND WELCOMES IST An important test suit is pending 
| here, holding large possibilities of 
BIG GERMAN TALK FILM trouble for independent sound device 


concerns. 











MUSSOLINI TALK BAN; 
BALKS WIRING PLANS 


Rome, Dec. 31. 

Ambitious plans by exhibitors 
here to wire their houses and sup- 
ply dialog pictures to a public that 
is hungary for them has been balk- 
ed by the Mussolini ukase forbid- 
ding all fereign tongue screen prod- 
uct in Italian theatres. 

There are 65 picture houses in 
Rome alone. Of that number about 











BIGGEST HIT 


Copenhagen, Dec. 31. 
Greatest dialog picture success at 
Copenhagen’s biggest cinema so far 


Madrid, Dec. 18. 
Some of the quickie Latin-Ameri- 
ean talkers, chiefly shorts, perco- 
lating back here for exhibition, dem- 
onstrates the multiple variations of 
Spanish dialects and is making pic- 
ture people here Spanish-conscious 


Valby theatre, important suburban 





wie . suse. co ‘acted for Powers’ Cine- | ,- : ; , Mba 42 . 

ith an eye to an improved talker Senet, Hee laa eae ont a ere. capt 25 establishments are in the de| is “Atlantic,” British International's 
with < eye to an in er alke a Re hone eaui ont. owers pe e - 1 - . 
production “Melodie des Herzen,” first im-|P™ xy Sa “ge the basis PA the luxe class, and these were in the/feature done in both English and 
1 auc ° i ciose Z Ps 1 asis é =] : on 
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The doggerel Spanish of Latin- portant German talking picture Cinephone people expressly guaran- ; . ° : 

v ‘ ~ agg eee hi Ae ich has had ‘ hpi the order that nothing but syn- This, of course, is the German 

American artists is difficult to un- |reach this territory, which has had) teed that reproducing quality of the 





chronized films could be exhibited. 


rersi E > Danes express their 

— — ‘th ali = tee.) - = ES a ea A Wester , , ‘ version and the I 

derstand he re. With lo« = idi- |} only American sound and dialog ts ice wt uld equal that of : D1! 4) talk is banned. Even if a pic- preference for that tongue, fancying 
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oms and varying nowt wag L€ p - product, wa: gree te dad with enthusi | ect equipment ture has only songs in a foreign] its distinctness as compared to the 

ish spoken in Mexico is not that/acm Public reaction and newspa- | On top of that they pledged ex- 


language it may not be screened. 

The de luxe proprietors declare 
the publie is avid for talking pic- 
tures; none exist in Italian, and 
the exhibitors are powerless under 
the Mussolini edict. 


of Argentina, Chile, Colombia, or of 
Castile in Spain, of all of which dif- 
fer in vernacular. 


blurred British speech. (This re- 
verses the reaction reported from 
Vienna and set forth elsewhere on 
this page). 

Copenhagen fans are raving over 
Fritz Korner, who plays the lead in 


| pe r comment were favorable. | hibitor would have all advantages 


|of interchangeability. 

When payment came due the 
Valby people refused payment on 
the ground that Cinephone quality 
| was not up to the guarantee and de- 


| “Abie’s Irish Rose” (Paramount, 
| dialog) was shown at Tuschinski'’s 
As the Castillian Spanish is the | amsterdam cinema and was excel- 
criterion of all the Spanish coun- l iently received. 

tries, native talkers, when and "4 i 


























Pte a amen 





a 





, “Atlantic.” Applause for him is 
(Continued on page 25) ' iclared it was not satisfactory. In constant and emphatic. News- 
|addition the theatre men set up the paper reviewers take this view 
| \defense that distributors were refus- jalso, declaring the picture is the 

ENGLISH BY RADIO AIDS ing to book product with them, ow- 


U.S. TALKER IN VIENNA 


31. 


les- 


Vienna, Dec. 

Due in-some measure to the 
sons in English broadcast here by 
Prof. Thomas McCullums and one 
of the most popular features of 
the ether, “Broadway Melody” has 
had a favorable reception although 
it is a 100% taiker. That style of 
picture has not fared so well on 
the Continent. 

Advance sales indicate it will do 
well. Since Vienna has very few 
English speaking *‘ transients, it 
follows that the native public is 
favorably disposed. The McCullums 
radio series is offered as a possible 
explanation. 

Austrian fans, or at least the 
Viennese, like English better than 
German talkers. Gutterals and 
“esses” in German do not reproduce 





agreeably, making *annoying lisp- 
ings. 
Local reviewer raved over the 


technical splendors of “Melody.” 





ENGLISH TALKER DELAY 


Clayton-Waller Venture Deferred by 
Non-Delivery of Studio 





London, Dec. 31. 

Start of talking picture produc- 
tion by Clayton and Waller has been 
deferred for the time being. 

Delay is due to the non-delivery 
of a completed studio plant as con- 
tracted. Landholder at Ealing had 
undertaken to have the completed 
studio ready for start of operations, 
but failed to make good on time. 





Newsreel Not Compulsory; 
Stage O. K. in Latvia 


Washington, Dec.. 31. 
Latvian Parliament is expected to 
drop the regulation requiring all 
theatres in that country to show 
local newsreels’ in every program. 





Another change expected, says a re- 
port to the Commerce Department, 
does away with the rule that pic- 
ture houses must confine their pro- 
grams entirely to films. Latter rule 
came about through selling the idea 
to the government that for one 
house to have a stage show and an- 
other not would be unfair competi- 
tion. 

Commissioner of education, in 
charge of government control of 
theatres, has okayed these changes 
to the law-making body. 





“Fool” in Paris Smash; 
May Rival “jazz Singer” 


Paris, Dec. 31. 
Succeeding “The Jazz Singer” at 


the Aubert Palace, after that fea- 
ture had run more than a year 
totaling 1,200 performances, Jol- 


son’s “Singing Fool” clicked heavily. 


BAN IN SPAIN 


‘At Same Time Native 


Talker Made in Paris 


Paris, Dec. 31. 
Spain, like Italy, has promulgated 


ing to the 
paratus. 


deficiencies of their ap- 


Paris, Dec. 31. 
Exhibitors in Paris are in many 
cases installing the cheaper Gau- 
mont equipment on the strength of 
the maker’s warranty that it will 
equal Western Electric’s quality, 
leaving it to be assumed that there” 
will be no trouble about interchange. 


The new uniform talker booking 
contract makes provision that Amer- 





a ban on foreign language dialog 
films on home territory. 

Edict comes right on the heels of 
announcement here that the first of 
a series of features is being com- 
pleted in Paris with Spanish dialog, 
the undertaking employing Spanish 
players exclusively and the venture 
being financed by Spanish capital. 
Work was started in Seville, but 
the troupe was later moved to Paris 
in order to obtain better studio fa- 
cilities. 


Nabriele Negrier, French techni- 
cian, is in charge of the technical 
work, the rest of the production 
staff being Spanish. 


Dominion of Canada’s Own 


Film Stopped on Sunday 


Ottawa, Dec. 31. 
Province of Ontario compelled the 
Dominion of Canada, a relationship 
similar to state and federal gov- 
ernment, to cancel its Sunday night 
performance of “The Arctic Patrol” 
at the Avalon here, 





ican distributors may cancel sound 
product bookings if they find the 
| reproducing apparatus in use is of 
a quality inferior to the Western 
Electric or RCA Photophone stand- 
ard, 


M-G-M DROPS $180,000 
IN PARIS BOOKINGS 


Paris, Dec. 31. 

M-G-M has cancelled voluntarily 
$180,000 in contracted bookings with 
the Gaumont Palace, biggest cinema 
in the French capital, rather than 
have its general release schedule 
held up at the pleasure of “ranco- 
Aubert. 
The exhibitor chain stalled on 
Metro product, playing Paramount 
and Warner Bros. pictures first be- 
fore playing Metros under the agree- 
ment, : 
Contract dates back to the time 
when M-G-M owned the Gaumont 
Palace. Subsequently Metro sold all 
its houses except the boulevard 
cinema Madeleine) With the Pal- 
ace, Franco-Aubert inherited the 








Over 1,000 persons had purchased 
tickets for what was to be the pre- 
miere performance of a special five- 
reel production made by the Do- 
minion Government. Cancellation 
followed a threat of the Ontario 
Provincial government to rescind 
Avalon's license if show was given. 
Sabbath fanatics responsible. 


Once Italy’s Film Idol, 
Ghione Broke and Ill 


Rome, Dec. 17. 

The sad case of Emilio Ghione, 
one-time Italian picture star in the 
golden period of Italy’s cinematog- 
raphy, has touched the hearts of the 
public, following Ghione’s return to 
his native land broken and penniless 
after a bad time in Paris. 

They remember Ghione when his 
income was in the millions of lire 
annually and when he was the idol 
of youth who reveled in his Apache 
roles, 

A committee has been appointed 
to administer to the former flicker 
| ido., whose health is very poor 





Kingsway Calls Bonds 














Indications aie it will enjoy as London, Dec, 31. 
long a run, having the added ad- The Stoll picture theatre in 
vantage of the mechanicals of | Kingsway has voted to pay off all 
“Sonny Boy” song theme, now a/its outstanding debentures, amount- 
‘familiar pop together with “Rain-|ing to $300,000. 


bow ‘Round My Shoulder.” 


New Era Div. Pascod 


London, Dec. 31. 
The New Era National Gompany, 
of which Sir Gordon Craig, now as- 
sociated with J. D. Williams, 
head, passed its interim dividend on 


is 


‘the ordinary stock. 


Vote came up on this week's 


} Redemption is 


i will 


| 





dividend meeting of the board. 


at a of 
and interest and operation 
completed in June. 


price 
105% 
be 


“ATLANTIC” FOOLS ’EM 
London, Dec. 31 
Contrary to the predictions of the 


wise mob, the Alhambra is doing 


big business with “Atlantic,” pic- 
ture, ‘at prices from 25 cents to 
$1.25. 


contract which was unusually elas- 


tic as to play-dates. Auburt 
found themselves able to arrange 
playing dates at pleasure. Metro 


thus found itself tied up indefinitely, 
and rather than continue the handi- 
cap, cancelled the otherwise valu- 
able agreement. 


Would Place Foreign Films 
Under Treasury's Control 


Washington, Dec. 31. 

With Senator Reed Smoot de- 
manding an executive session to 
place ~the censoring of imported 
books again under customs agents, 
a movement is being launched to 
also write back into the new tariff 
law, now in formation, the Treas- 
ury’s supervision of imported mo- 
tion pictures, 

Treasury control of foreign pic- 
tures coming over here is the only 
sample of Federal censofship on 
the records. It went out in the very 
;}early stages of the present de- 
| liberations on the proposed new 
|law yet to be voted on. Senator 
| Smoot is credited with having killed 
|} the provision. Now, those who did 
}away with the control of books, 
which the Utah Senator wants put 
| back, finds a strong group set *o 
|} do some bargaining with the foreign 
; pictures as one phase of that dick- 
ering, 








' 

| Vote on the bill is exnected 
| shortly after Congress again gets 
together. 


Dutch Ass’t. at Par’s. 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 





Will Duschinski, son of A. Dus- 
|} chinski, Dutch theatre owner, re- 
cently brought here from Holland 
by B. P. Schulberg, has been made 
assistant to Geoffrey Shurlock, in 
charge of Paramount's foreign de- 


pariment. 


RELIEF ON TAX 


Paris, Dec. 31. 
Parliamentary Finance Commis- 
sion, after voting to cut the brutal 
theatre taxes from about 7% to 
21%%, reversed itself, leaving the 
theatres without the promised re- 
lief. 


First action of the commission 
was a recommendation to reduce the 
government entertainment tax from 
7% to 2%% of prices of admission. 
At the same time there was every 
indication that the poor tax of 10% 
collected by the municipality would 
be eliminated in the same way. 

The loss of the poor tax, it was 
promised, would be made up in in- 
creased imposts starting Jan. 1 on 
subways, trams, busses and taxis. 
Qn this basis it was calculated 
showmen would be saved a total of 
30,000,000 francs a year. 

Promised relief followed 





the 


threat of showmen some months 
jago that they would close their 
houses in a national “strike” unless 
something was done to. relieve 


them of tax burdens which totaled 
30% of their gross. 

Two days later the commission 
reversed itself on the admission tax 
cut due to the fight made by pro- 
vincial members, who insisted that 
the money would be needed for im- 
provements in country districts 
which were more necessary than 
the prosperity of the city theatres. 


German Exhibs Demand 
More Foreign Silents 








Berlin, Dec. 31. 

Brvlin section of the national as- 
sociation of exhibitors has asked 
the parent body to demand a re- 
vision of the film contingent rule 
so that the way may be opened 
for the importation of silent pic-~ 
tures in the ratio of one-for-one 
for every native picture made. 

Motive behind the move is the 
increasing pressure of picture 
shortage in the big towns. , 

The provincial showmen do not 
join in the plea, and are disposed 
to oppose it, setting up the argu- 
ment that the shortage is confined 
to metropolitan areas, cue entirely 
to features being sent in on long 
runs which block prompt general 
releases in bic town zones. 


° 
Czechs Ban German Film 
Prague, Dec. 31. 
Film Co.’s picture 
first called “The Bridegroom of Ba- 
bette Bomerling,” and retitled “A 
|Kingdom For a Man” for exhibition in 


Czechoslovakia, has been banned in 
Prague, 


The National 








Picture had been shown else- 
where in Czech territory and its 
banning here is without explana - | 
| tion, other than ground for objec- 
|tion is alleged immorality of the 


| Story. 

ieee tee 

} 

| Spain’s First Talker Ready 





Washington. Dec. 31. 
Spain's first talking picture has 
| been completed, made in Ciudad 


| Lineal, suburb of Madrid. 

It is scheduled for immediate re- 
lease, says a report the Com- 
merce Department. 


to 


first example of the fine acting and 
| suffers in no way from comparison 
with high class stage performances, 


ANTIPODES HEAT, TAXES 
WRECK XMAS BUSINESS 


Sydney, Dec. 31. 

Christmas week was the worst in 
many years for the theatres of this 
part of the world. 

Bad enough here, due to heat and 
business depression, but in New 
South Wales there was the added 
burden of amusement taxes amount- 
ing to from 2 to 14 cents on every 
admission sold. This has further 
crippled theatre business, already 
plentifully burdened. 

Four Fuller houses have aban- 
doned legit productions, turning <o 
talkers. Two houses are in Mei- 
bourne and two in New Zealand. 


‘Spanish No Like Eengleesh, 
‘But 0. K. for Sound Shorts 


Madrid, Dec. 18. 

While talkers in the English 
tongue of a dramatic nature have 
been voted unpopular, as evidenced 
by the hissing and feet-stamping 
that su@h exhibitions have recently 
inspired, the news reels and novelty 
films, among sound films, are liked 
throughout Spain, notably in the 
capital. 

The novelty shorts of a travelog 
nature, reflecting the contempora- 
neous modes and manners of foreign 
cities, are particularly liked, regard- 
less of the linguistic handicaps, but 
when the English dialog is extended 
for feature length, and despite the 
Spanish titular translations, the 
public here resents it markedly. 

Although the first exhibitions of 
talkers, regarded as a novelty and 
curiosity with good attendance, 
were generally ill-received and 
deprecated at first, now that the 
novelty has quite worn off, the talk- 
ers have won a substantial and ap- 
parently permanent place in the 
public’s cinematic consciousness. 











Italian directors of the picture 
palaces through the nations are still 
in a state of uncertainty regarding 
the future of sound films. 

The inclination is that the public 
will grow to like the mechanicalized 
and sound pictures. 





DANISH STRIKE WINS 


Operators Get Higher Pay On 
Claim Talkers Are Exacting 

Copenhagen, Dec. 31. 
A strike of picture operators 
from Christmas to New Year’s was 
averted only by the’ exhibitors 
|sranting the men an increase in 
wages. 

Men set up the augument to back 
| their demands that sound film ap- 
|paratus calls for greater skill in 
| handling and the old seale of pay 








; Was out of proportion to the new 
| demands. 


| Fox’s English “Find” 
London, Dec. 3! 
Jullian Sande, comparatively new 
English leading woman and «2 dis- 
covery of Henry Sherek, will pl y 
leads in Fox pictures under a term 
contract. 
She has received notice 
agreement is in the mails. 
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Clearwater, Nebr,, Has Sound, but 


Never Mind How—And More Shows 





Omaha, Dec, 31, 
Clearwater, Nebr., where trains 
must be flagged with a red shirt and 
promise of two passes for the en- 
gineer and his wife, is about to have 
a daily change of picture fare for 
its 400 show-mad citizens, 


This comes as a reward for the 
untiring genius-and labors of Man- 
ager Simpson, who runs the local 
opery house and would be president 
of the Chamber of Commerce if 
there were one. 

Manager Simpson some time ago 
decided to wire his house in order 
that other centers of metropolitan 
activity, such as New York and 
Chicago, would not outclass Clear- 
water in the matter of modern prog- 
ress. 

Manager Simpson sent for the 
sound catalogs. After perusing the 
prices he gave one short but easily 
understandable yelp, went home and 
asked his wife where she had hid 
his tools the last time he got 
through trying to fix the living 
room chair that never rested on 
more than three legs at one time. 


Sound in Clearwater 


With his tools and a faint idea, 
Manager Simpson equipped his the- 
atre for sound, At first or second 
or third look he seems to have in- 
vented something not unlike a pho- 
nograph minus its cabinet. Manager 
Simpson placed this behind the 
screen in his opera house and an- 
nounced that sound was uttering its 
clarion cry in Clearwater. 

Manager Simpson’s device handles 
gny synchronized feature using rec- 
ords. There is no attempt to boast 
about how well or bad it handles 
it; Manager Simpson is content to 
announce that his opery house is 
up to the very last minute in mod- 
érn wonders of showdom. 

Manager Simpson was soon 
counting the shekels turned in 
thrice weekly by a grateful 400. 
Then he noticed the same smiling 
faces peering at him through the 
box office three times weekly. 

Now comes a statement that 
Manager Simpson has been per- 
suaded by increasing throngs (with- 
in the 400 limitation) to open his 
portals daily. Clearwater must have 
more pictures. 

Manager Simpson is highly elated. 


’ His wife now leaves his tools wher- 


ever he happens to drop. them, 
knowing full well that it is fatal to 
ruffle a genius. 

And some day he may fix that 
chair. 


FOX COAST MEN STILL 
HELD IN NEW YORK 


Charlie Buckley, Harry Arthur 
and W. H. (Bud) Lollier, Fox coast 
men despatched east about two 
weeks ago to proceed te England to 
Overlook the British-Gaumont the- 
atre properties for Fox, are still in 
New York. They are said to be 
without orders to return west or 
leave for the other side. 

Each of the trio is reported call- 
ing up Winnie Sheehan daily for 
orders, without having received 
any to date. They were sent east 
by Harold B. Franklin, either upon 
the suggestion of the Fox trustees 
or the Fox business operators. 

It is said William Fex was not 
aware of the order from New York, 
if issued from there, and that may 
be the cause of the halting of the 
men in the metropolis. It has been 
Suggested to those knowing of the 
Situation that the trustees of Fox, 
other than William Fox himself, do 
not appear to have the amount of 
power in Fox business direction 
generally believed to have been 
vested in them. 











Haines in Western 


Hollywood, Dec. 31, 
With all the studios going heavy 
on western stories, Metro added an- 
ae and will star William Haines 
n it. 
Byron Morgan is now writing an 
Jack Conway will direct. 


original. 


7 


-) 





No Warner-Shubert 


The Shubert take-over is all 
off, so far as the Warners is 





concerned, 
Reason officially advanced 
Monday: 
“We simply couldn’t' see 


where such a move would be to 
our advantage.” 


SHORTEN LONG 
TALKERS, SAY 
HOUSE MEN 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Indications are that producers will 
endeavor to keep their features 
down to a much shorter length dur- 
ing the coming year, It is due to a 
request from theatre managers who 
complain that the present length of 
features work against variety on 
their bills. 

Since the advent of talkers the 
running time of the features has 
been creeping up. Especially is this 
true of the musicals. With an es- 
tablished custom of giving a news 
reel and a comedy in addition to 
the main picture, the theatre men 
are complaining that the present 
length does not give them the turn- 
over they would like. 

Metro is particularly interested in 
the abbreviation. L. B. Mayer, re- 
turning from New York, where the 
matter was gone into at length, has 
passed out an order to his directors, 
writers and associates to strive for 
quicker methods of story telling. 

With other execs, he is of the 
opinion that one hour running time 
is the maximum for the average 
picture and that with talkers this 
can be accomplished easier than 
with _ silents. Motiviations and 
character can be much easier estab- 
lished by dialog than was formerly 
the case, although it has not been 
done, due to lack of care in prepara- 
tion, he says. 

















Bloom May Get Ways and 
Means Comm. Vacancy 


Washington, Dec, 31. 

Sol Bloom, known as the New 
York theatre’s congressman, is be- 
ing boomed for the vacancy on the 
House Ways and Means Committee 
to follow when John F. Carew, also 
a N. Y. Democrat, takes up his new 
duties on the bench. 

Bloom is now on the foreign af- 
fairs committee, a much sought as- 
signment in the House. New pro- 
posal will place him in a position 
to do much for the amusement in- 
dustry, as the ways and means 
committee creates all tax laws. 
Bloom’s successful blocking of at- 
tempts to break the copyright laws, 
particularly the “performance for 
profit” clause, stands to his credit, 
although he was on the minority 
side during this “battle.” 


Prison Life Film 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Metro will make a prison picture 
based on the series of riots in 
Auburn, Dannemora and other peni- 
tentiaries, 

Picture, of propaganda nature, is 
being written by George Hill and 
Frances Marion. Former will direct, 
with Wallace Beery featured. 


Miss MacDonald’s Discs 


Victor Phonograph has Jeanette 
MacDonald on an exclusive con- 
tract. 

Her first record will be “Dream 
Lover,” one of the songs in Para- 
| mount’s special, “The Love Parade.” 
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STILL HOPES OF 
UNDERSTANDING 


Another Week of Fox Com- 
plications Passes, With 
Situation Same, Despite 
Reports and Rumors—Be- 
lief of Third Person as 
Intermediary 


IMMOVABLE 


WM. FOX 


William Fox and his trustees are 
deadlocked. Neither side has budged 
an inch. Mr. Fox’s attitude appears 
to be unmovable, almost defiant, 
from accounts. This much is about 
all of the admission that can be 
secured on the Fox business com- 
plications, 

A week. ago it was expected that 
the Fox difficulties would be ironed 
out before that week ended. De- 
spite the many intervening reports 
and rumors, all seemingly emanat- 
ing from “downtown,” the Fox sit- 
uation Tuesday was farther away 
from an adjustment. 

An inside story Tuesday was to 
the effect that while William Fox 
has steadfastly refused to meet with 
or talk to his trustees, it may be 
arranged to have a third person act 
as intermediary between the two 
sides. 

William Fox’s position from the 
accounts is that the trustees have 
not kept their understanding with 
him; that they have had interviews 
with his executives unknown to him, 
and that the interested bankers 
have extended no favors of any na- 
ture nor do they appears anxious to 
assist the Fox condition, For the 
trustees it has been said that they 
think Mr. Fox, having signed the 
trusteed agreement, should meet 
the tristees te expedite business 
matters. This he refuses to do or 
meet, it is said, any of the bankers 
directly connected with the Fox af- 
fairs, 

Legal Advice 

William Fox is reported acting 
under the guidance of the best legal 
advice obtainable, with the con- 
cerns represented by the trustees 
also legally represented. Between 
these high law channels, reports 
have been continuously before the 
banking and show people. One is 
that the downtown end of the Fox 
matter will apply for a receiver and 
the other is William Fox disregard- 
ing such an occurrence as out of 
the question. 

To what degree, if any, bitterness 
has been created between Fox and 
his trustees by the developments is 
not reported. Very little has leaked 
out from the William Fox side. 
Nearly all of the reports sound 
close to the banking end. 

Among those who are better in- 
formed on both sides of the Fox 
affair it is said that there is a very 
good chance of a solution before this 
week shall have finished. Whether 
that infers the intermediary may 
accomplish something on behalf of 
both ends of the Fox split, or Wil- 
liam Fox will find independent 
means of relieving his situation 
can’t be gleaned, 

The associated trustees with Mr. 
Fox are John E, Otterson and H. L. 
Stuart. Mr. Otterson is said to have 


‘been receiving considerable coun- 


sel recently from well informed pic- 
ture men of moment. No mention 
is made of what line this advice has 
taken or its results, 


Important Factor 


Additionally, there is rumored a 
most important and influential fac- 
tor in the present Fox embroglio, 


jthat, from accounts, is reacting in 


William Fox’s favor. It is claimed 
to be a deterrent against legal ac- 
tion against the Fox companies, but 
the exact nature of this important 
influence is kept concealed. 
Meantime the Fox business of 
selling pictures and entertainment 
continues at its high speed. The 
Fox quoted stocks have been do- 
ing acrobatics for the past week, 





as they previously did with the 


TRUSTEES-FOX DEADLOCK 





¥, 





Picked Wrong Spot 


Chicago, Dec. 31. 

Deciding his managers need- 
ed a raking over, supervisor 
of a Publix-B. & K. string of 
houses in Chicago called all 
10 on the carpet the day be- 
fore Christmas. He scathed 
them for about an hour. When 
finished, one of the managers 
arose, apologized for the group 





and presented him with an 
elaborate desk set. 
The supervisor blushed a 


faint purple, murmured a few 
words of thanks and reached 
for a Murad but found none. 
He ended by telling them they 
were not such a bad lot and 
closed his office for the day, 
resolved never again to raise 
blue smoke on Dec. 24. 


ALAN CROSLAND BEATEN 
BY ACTOR OVER WIFE 


Beverly Hills, Dec. 31. 


Ray Phillips, actor, gave Alan 
Crosland, picture director, the’ third 
of a series of thrashings Christmas 
morning because the latter would 
not cease paying attention to Na- 
talie Moorehead, actress who is 
Mrs. Phillips in private life. 

Phillips was arrested on the com- 
plaint of Crosland by Patrolman 
William Noyes and lodged in the 
Beverly Hills police station on a 
charge of assault. Later in-the day 
the Christmas spirit and desire of 
quiet so far as the public were con- 
cerned got Crosland to relent and 
have Phillips turned out. 

At that time Miss Moorehead 
stated that she was going to Reno 
at once to get a divorce from Phil- 
lips. 

Several weeks ago Phillips and 
Crosland clashed when the former 
told the director to keep away from 
his wife. Crosland got a bit of a 
beating. A week or so afterward 
Phillips met the director again and 
did more thrashing. 

At five Christmas morning Phil- 
lips called at the Crosland domicile 
and repeated the beating potion. 

Crosland got the station and 
Phillips was taken away, remon- 
strating and saying if Crosland did 
not keep away from his wife that 
he would beat him up every time 
he saw him, 

Crosland and his wife have been 
separated for some time, with re- 
port divorce proceedings are pend- 
ing between the couple. 


‘PARISH PRIEST’ AUTHOR 
WANTS TALKER OF PLAY 


Wilkes-Barre, Pa., Dec. 31. 
Mayor Dan Hart of this burg, who 
wrote the famous classic, “The Par- 
ish Priest,” wants to see it con- 
verted into a talker. To that end 
the mayor is willing to finance the 
film. It has not been determined 
what maker will picturize it. 
Only condition ‘nade by the mayor 
is that William Farnum play the 
title role. That can be arranged. 























news of the Fox troubles becoming 
public. 


Aili Waiting 
A report that Winnie Sheehan, 
Jimmy Grainger or Courtlandt 


Smith, the Fox business operators, 
have signed new contracts with the 
Fox trustees is denied. Their rat- 
ing remains the same in the Fox 
organization. They, like the rest of 
the Fox personnel, are await’ng the 
expected adjustment, 

A dozen silly reports arising on 
the coast regarding Fox have 
reached the east, with naught in 
any of thein, 

Tuesday there also seemed a 
strong feeling that William Fox 
had a good prospect of obtaining 
the amount required by him at 
present to take care of pressing 
obligations, This amount is re- 
ported at under $12,000,000. 

Other Fox obligations are not yet 
due. Their maturity extends over 
a number of months with different 
amounts due at intervals. 

William Fox, personally, Is 
claimed not to be involved in any 
of the Fox companies’ several mat- 








HAYS ROSY EYES 
FOR NEW YEAR 
AND PICTURES 


—_—_———— 


That within two years the For 
situation will have adjusted itself 
and the organization will be intact 
as at present is outstanding among 
forecasts made for the film indus- 
try during 1930 by the Hays office, 

Conceding that filmdom has gen- 
erally experienced a depression of 


its stocks during the past few 
|months, the producer association's 
| headquarters reminds that com« 
| pared to other industries the de- 
| flation has been slight; at the most 


temporary. 

In no other business igs competi- 
tion as keen as in filmdom, it says. 

Increased theatre attendance will 
continue, and where absorbed in« 
telligently will more than make up 
any deficit necessitated by earlier 
expenditures for sound and innovae- 
tions to come during 1930. As 
testimony to this fact, Haysites call 
attention to the increased earnings 
of every big company during 1929, 
despite additional overhead, 

No radical changes are anticl« 
pated during 1930. 

As to the new big bets, the Hays 
group feels certain the new year 
will find one in William Randolph 
Hearst, 


NEAL McCARTHY IN N. Y,, 
ATTORNEY FOR HUGHES 


Neal McCarthy reached New York 
Monday. His mission here could 
not be learned, 

In Los Angeles it was stated that 
the coast attorney had come east 
to procure if possible a more de- 
sirably located theatre than Cohan’s 
for the $2 showing of the Howard 
Hughes talker, “Hell’s Angels,” ex- 
pected on Broadway around March 
1. It so far has cost the youthful 
and wealthy producer over §$§2,« 
000,000, 

In a recent “Variety,” it was men- 
tioned William Fox had been in 
negotiation, before the announce- 
ment of his trusteeship, with 
Hughes looking toward a financial 
deal. It has been reported that 
Hughes likes the picture producing 
and also would like a permanent 
point of distribution for his future 
film product. 

Mr. McCarthy is Mr. Hughes’ 
confidential counselor. An inquiry 
along the line of whether Mc- 
Carthy’s visit in New York just at 
this time carried with it a renewal 
of the former negotiations, brought 
no satisfactory answer. The best 
reply received was: 

“Well, it would seem so, wouldn’t 
aT 


R-K-0’s ’29 Profit,in 
Ist Year, Over $2,000,009 


R-K-O, whose business picked up 
so nicely during the third quarter 
that over $1,000,000 net was shown 
and whose business has been excele 
lent in the last quarter, with “Rio 
Rita” and other pictures from the 
R-K-O (Radio Pictures) subsidiary 
raking in the coin, will show in its 
balance sheet for the year 1929 a 
net profit of slightly over $2,000,000, 
it is reported. 

This healthy gain is in view of 
the poor six months from Jan. 1 to 
July 1 and the fact R-K-O is only 
one year old with the coming of 
1930. 

Up to July 1 the Radio Pictures 
subsidiary had released only one 
picture, “Syncopation.” 














i 


Spring, R-K-O Counsel 








ters of collateral and indebtedness. | ciated 


Sam Spring has been appointed 
special counsel to R-K-O. Ben 
| Kahane is the R-K-O general coun« 
i Sel. 
| Spring, formerly with First Nae 
| tional, has been downtown since 
|He recently became directly assoe 
with the Radio family, 
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(Continued\from Page 1) 

Perhaps the thing that needs em- 
phasizing most in connection with 
“Variety’s "film critic’s box score is 
the changed basis for grading pic- 
tures since dialog reversed the 
trade’s viewpoint. 

Dialog pictures, unlike silent pic- 
tures, are standing or falling largely 
on their intrinsic worth regardless 
or stars or other 
merly were overwhelmingly 
tant, 

“Variety” now considers 
pictures somewhat 
e plays. 


score 


impor- 


dialog 
similarly to 
In drawing up the film 
percentages the new 
necessarily is important. 


stag 
box 
method 


Talkers may make money for their | 


producers, but if they are spotty, 

uncertain or of inferior merit are 

now rated as flops regardless, 
Women More Reliable 

It is hardly deniable that women 
are far more reliable film critics 
than men. They 
bitternesses of disillusion that make 
most of the men either very stereo- 
typed or furiously esoteric. While 
the general public wants 
tion, not philosophical 
This applies particularly, since ad- 
vent of dialog. 

In New York is a male reviewer 
who stubbornly brooms back the 
rising tide of dialog and conducts 
a one-man. campaign to resurrect 
silent -pictures, or failing that, to 
show only pictures imported from 
Russia. 

As at the last tabulation Chicago 
critics generally hold to higher per- 
centage levels than in New York. 
Doris Arden (“Times”) and Mae 
Tinee (“Tribune”), who grade pic- 
tures on a symbol system (diamonds 
in one case, stars in the other, the 
number of each indicating the de- 
gree of quality) are at the bot- 
tome, and in Néw York. Irene 
Thirer (“News”), who _ similarly 
grades,.is in the cellar.. If they are 
interested “Variety,” as stated be- 
fore, accepts two stars or less as a 
bad notice. ; 

Regina Crewe, who leads the New 
York division is a newcomer to the 
box score, having replaced Regina 
Cannon on the “American” last fall. 
She is a film chatter writer of 
Hollywood experience, and gets a 
typical newspaper-reader’s slant on 
pictures, . 

Creighton Peet is off the “Post” 
and out of the box score. _“Post” is 
not eurrently representedMlthough 
Aaron Marc Stien appears to be 
regularly covering films and will be 
tabulated if continuing. 

William Boehnel (“Telegram”) is 
new to the Gotham corps, having re- 
placed Katherine Zimmerman, who 
left for a world tour. Julia Shawell 
(“Graphic”) has come out behind 
the Betty Colfax mask one appears 
as herself. 

All of the film critics are pretty 
closely bunched, John S, Cohen 
(“Sun”) somewhat below his cus- 
tomary brackets and Rose Pelswick 
(“Journal”) and Mordaunt Hall 
(“Times”) somewhat above theirs. 
Otherwise, the lineup is but slight- 
ly changed from the last tabulation. 


WARNERS’ INSURANCE 
FOR STAFFS—CO-OP 


Warners is issuing a.co-operative 
insurance plan to all its employees 
outside of regular institutional 
compensation coverage, enabling 
any employee to receive full insur- 
ance at reduced rates, with Warners 

' paying the difference. ‘Tie-up is 
with the Metropolitan Life Insur- 
ance company. It eliminates’ medi- 
cal examination or red tape . 

All employees of Warner Bros., 
affiliated and subsidiary companies, 
are eligible for this insurance with 
new employeés becoming eligible 
after three months of continuous 
service. Benefits are effective only 
after 75% of eligible employees have 
made application. 

Warners is allowing time out 
during the day to enable the em- 
ployees to listen to a representa- 
tive of the insurance company, who 
uses showmanly methods in his 
speeches to convince the boys and 
girls. 














McCormick With Par 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

John McCormick, former First 
National production head and pro- 
ducer of the Colleen Moore pictures 
for that company, has been added 
to the Paramount group of pro- 
ducers by Ben P. Schulberg. Mc- 
Cormick’s first will be a starring 


factors that for- | 


keep free of the | 


informa- | 
harangues. | 





Film Critics’ Box Score 








Writers’ ‘Gross’ NS.G. 


Scribblers, especially the 
trade folk, got less “gross” 
this. Yuletide from the power- 
ful film companies than in any 
year oldest elbow benders can 
recall. In short, not so good. 

Fox was the only company 
that did it right. Under Glenn 
Allvine’s surveillance, quiet 
stepping boys in his depart- 
ment dispensed real warmth, 
and highly worthwhile. 

Pathe sent out a clock, 
clocked for the time of all na- 
tions, with the rooster promi- 
nently displayed. 





__-— _—+ 


The canes, fountain pens, 
searfs, etc., etc., the the daily 
birds exhibited with gusto at 


New Year’s parties, last, were 
forgotten to be duplicated this 
year by the others. 

Wall Street wasn't the rea- 
according to Warners, one 
of the biggest donators in other 


son, 


annums,. This is it, and ex- 
plained to be taken as a tip 
by the mob if they 
M. to act as Santa in 1930: 
Grift Writer 
A grifting writer of the me- 
tropolis, overlooked in_ the 


brothers’ 1928 bundles, prompt- 
ly sat down and knocked out 
memoirs hardly complimentary. 
Something about the gifts be- 
ing bought in bulk, therefore 
with discount, got to all the 
W. B. execs and they burned. 
The entire Christmas list was 
ordered aired for ’29. 

Warner presents averaged 
$15 to the individual, it. was 
offered in official explanation 
as to the questioned price. 

Puh departments are glad 
that Santa isn’t bothering them 
because, as one exec puts it: 
“Wrapping up and addressing 
those packages was a terrible 
chore.” 





| 
expect H. eae 





BENNY ROSS 


Back in Jersey City again!!! 
“What delighted me most in the 





current Stanley theatre show 
| the singing of Benny Ross. 
it be said with sincerity, this young 
| chap can sing.’ 

—A. D. M. in the Jersey 


was 


“Journal.” 
Management 
HARRY. W. CRULL 





FORMER MRS, DWAN- 
STOPS ALIMONY SUIT 


Whether or not “Frozen Justice,” 
in which Allan Dwan recently di- 
rected Lenore Ulric had anything to 
do with it, and order has just been 
filed discontinuing the suit by his 
former wife, Pauline Dwan, brought 
in 1927 to.recover $32,000 alleged. to 
be due.at that time on alimony 
payments under Mrs. Dwan’s Reno 
decree in 1919. She claimed he was 
to pay her not. more than $500 a 
week nor less than $300 a week for 
life. 

Dwan replied that he had agreed 
to give his former wife $300 a week 
based on a third of his income, and 
if he made any overpayments he 











IST NAT. INTACT, 
STARR AT HEAD 


First National will remain an en- 
tity until at least December, 1930. 
The first annual meeting of the 
company as a Warner subsidiary 
and Maryland corporation has just 
been held with the official personnel, 
including Herman Starr at the head, 
remaining intact. 


The nearness of the government 








quiz is admitted another detail in- 
suring First National’s recognition 
as a company by the brothers. 

Under the present regime a cer- 
tain amount of leeway is granted 
First National executives by the 
brothers, The heads of correspond- 
ing departments in the Warner 
company are conceded to have the 


last word on any suggestion or 
move made in the First National 
unit. 





JACK WARNER CALM ON 


.| PRESENT FOREIGN MART 


Hollywood, Dec. 31 

Warners, the only coast studio re- 
fusing to get excited about the for- 
eign sound market, will not make 
any foreign language versions of its 
*30-’31 features. Jack Warner be- 
lieves the market is too uncertain 
across the various ponds at present. 

Warners has pioneered in the 
matter of foreign languages shorts. 
It made the first dialog feature com- 
pletely in German, “The Royal 
Box,” with Moissi. 





Alert House Manager 





Ogden Utah, Dec. 31. 
R. C. Glasmann, manager of the 
local Paramount, got more than 20 
firms to join in a double-truck ad- 
vertisement. 
It congratulated his theatre on 
erecting a new electric sign. 


GOTTESMAN AS W. B. EXEC? 


Alfred Gottesman is reported set 
for an executive berth with War- 
ners shortly after Jan. 1. 

Gottesman sold his New Eng- 











picture with William Powell. 





land chain to W. B. last fall. 


would deduct from future alimony. 
He claimed he had overpaid $12,000 
up to 1925,.and had givén Pauline 
a total of $71,600... He said he paid 
$500. a week during the period when 
he had joined the late Tom Inze 
and Mack ‘Sennett in a co-operative 
distributing organization and ex- 
pected to make $1,500 a week. He 
and his associates lost large sums, 
is the claim, = 

Mrs. Dwan sued a few months 
before Allan married Betty Marie 
Shelton, former “Follies” girl, and 
later a scenario writer, in August, 
1927. The first Mrs. Dwan, who 
was Pauline Bush, film star of a few 
years ago, announced in June, 1928, 
that she had. rejected an offered 
settlement of $200,000. 

Graham & Reynolds, attorneys 
for Dwan, filed the discontinuance. 





And let | 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 











| Week Jan. 3 
| Capitol—“Hollywood Revue” 
(M-G-M). 
Colony—‘“Hell’s Heroes” (U). 
Paramount— “Laughing 
Lady” (Par). 
R ox y—“Hot For Paris” 
(Fox). 
Strand—“No, No, Nannette” 
| (FN). 
Week Jan. 10, 
Capitol—“Hollywood Revue” 
(M-G-M). 
Colony—‘“‘Her Private Affair” 
(Pathe). 
Paramount—‘“Battle of Paris” 
(Par). 
Rox y—“Sunny- Side Up” 
(Fox). 
| Strand—‘‘No, No, Nannette” 
|} CPN). 
$2:-Runs 
Jan. 15—“Hit the: Deck” 
(Carroll). 
Feb. 9—‘“Vagabond King” 


(Criterion). 


“Nothing to Use for 
Money on Picture 











Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 
Hugh Allan and Gladys MacCon- 
nell filed salary claims against Esk” 


Wilson, manager of the Standard 
Motion Picture Service Co., with 
the State Labor Board, amounting 


to $2,000. Previously they had filed 
a claim for the same amount 
against the Jefferson and Hawaiian 
Picture Co., which was canceled 
with the filing of the new claim 
against Wilson. 

Both charge that Wilson repre- 
sented himself as the president of 
the Hawaiian picture company, and 
as such signed a contract with them 
to make a picture in Honolulu. 
When they arrived i.) Hawaii the 
actors found that there was every- 
thing in sight for m:king pictures 
except money. After four weeks 
there they left for the States. Miss 
MacConnell had a round trip ticket 
but Allan had to pay his own fare 
home. 

Wilson states that he was just 
acting as agent for the Hawaiian 
company and is not an official of 
the organization. 








Chicago, Dec. 31. 





Society’s Merit Awards 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

A committee of five will be ap- 
pointed by the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences this week 
to name the six individuals and 
the one picture to receive the Acad- 
emy’s award of merit for achieve- 
ments in the year previous'‘to Aug. 
1, 1929. Awards will be made at 
the Academy’s annual dinner week 
after next. 

Committees in five branches of 
the academy have recommended 5 
actors, 5 actresses, 5 writers, 5 
cinematographers, 5 art directors, 5 
directors and 5 pictures. From 
these names the central committee 
of one member from each branch 
will make its selection. 


Pathe Resumes in East 


For the first time since the Man- 
hattan Studio fire, Pathe resumed 
eastern: production this week in 
RCA’s Gramercy studio. 














Rockne on Lot 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Knute Rockne, coach of Notre 
Dame football, is going Hollywood. 

He has undertaken to function as 
technical director on the football 
sequences of “Good News,” which 
Metro will put into production next 
month, 





Judgment Against Goetz 
Golden Printing Co. filed a judg- 
ment in the N. Y. City Court last 
week for $1,964 against E. 
oetz for printing and paper fur- 

rmished between 1926 and 1928 





Suit undefended, 


Ray 


Fire in the shipping room of the 
Advance Trailer Service corpora- 
tion on S. Wabash ave., caused 
$15,000 damage before it was ex- 
tinguished. It started when a 
stenographer wrapping Christmas 
packages dropped hot wax on 
waste film. 

Nick Kutnick, $15-a-week ship- 
Ping clerk, prevented serious dam- 





playing vaude for R-K-O, is due on 
the Coast in about two weeks to go 
into conference on his future screen 
work. Two deals are pending, one 
an independent proposition witn 
Sale to be listed as the producer. 

Leo Morrison, now in New York, 
wil fly back west in time to sit in 
on the negotiations. 





FREUND’S COLOR WORK 


Karl Freund, German cameraman 
who made “Variety” and “The Last 
Laugh,” is now at the Paramount 
studio, Long, Island, experimenting. 

He is working on and demon- 
strating particularly the Keller- 
Dorian color system, a device using 
the three primary colors. , 

Freund will be in New York some 
time. 





B!iumenthal’s Return 
Although Foxites understand A, 
C. Blumenthal, traveling realtor for 
Fox, had returned several weeks ago 
from that half year’s stay abroad, 
Mr. Blumenthal’s pretty Ambassa- 
dor office assured: 
“We do not expect 
around Jan. 15.” 


him until 





Set for Honolulu 


$15 Clerk’s Balanced Head 


MARRIAGE OF 
BESSIE LOVE 





Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
A big show Friday night when 
Bessie Love was married to William 
|B. Hawks at St. James Episcopal 
Church. As Miss Love was married 
to a brother of Norma Shearer’s 
| sister’s husband, Metro crowd de- 





cided to stage the production. 

More than 1,000 were invited to 
the wedding fiesta, and they all 
came from the picture colony. It 
was just the biggest show : Holly- 
wood has ever had matrimonially. 

Support cast best obtainable. For 
matron of honor, Blanche Sweet, 
Other attendants of the bride were 
Irene and Edith Mayer, Norma 
Shearer, Bebe Daniels, Mary Astor, 
Athole Shearer and Carmel Myers. 
Leading the delegation of ushers 
were Irving Thalberg, Howard and 
Kenneth Hawks. 

Wilshire boulevard, where the 
church is located, was handsomely 
illuminated, with some 25,000 stand- 


|ing in line on the thoroughfare to 


| 


| get a’flash of the celebs in on the 
party. 

Headgear Puzzle 
As the ceremony took place in 
ithe high Episcopal church, the 
ladies of pictureland found they 
could not enter the edifice unless 





age in the storage vault when he 
ran through heavy smoke and} 
slammed the door shut. 

Kutnick and the _ stenographer 
were burned. 

> . 
Sale’s Future Films 
Charles “Chic” Sale, currently 





they-wore headgear. 
problem. They called up every au- 
thority they knew and each other, 
to find out the proper thing to wear. 
Finally most decided that they 
would wear a veil over their coif- 
feurs. The veilings in most in- 
stances did not match the gowns, 
Embarrassment. 

From there the party went to the 
Ambassador, where the Hawks held 
a reception. That lasted until the 
early hours, with the bridal couple 
vamping for their honeymoon. 

The Metro publicity department 
had pictures taken of thé bride and 
her attendants at a rehearsal sev- 
eral days before the wedding, so the 
local papers had the _ pictorial lay- 
out on the streets before the cere- 
mony was over. 


Excitement Not Staged 


Hollywood, Dec. 31, 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Faragoh of 
New York, parents of Francis Fa- 
ragoh, First National writer, came 
here to spend Christmas with their, 
son. On their first night here he, 
went out to call on friends to be. 
away only an hour. 

While he was away things bent 


A perplexing 








gan to happen in true ° picture, 
style. James Watson, negro, 
broke into the house, cut the, 


telephone wire, threatened to shoot, 
the Faragohs, chased his wife, 
employed as a cook there, through, 
the house, and finally shot four bul- 
lets into her heart, killing her in-, 
stantly. The negro then ran from 
the house firing as he ran and is 
now being sought by the police. 


Pallette Advanced 


Supplementing the westerns 
scheduled by Paramount will be @ 
horse opera in talk and possibly. 
color that will feature Eugene Pal- 
lette in the cast and mark the first, 
picture whose company he _ will, 
head. Pallette came up in early , 
Warner talkers from the bit player, 
horde, his voice immediately shunt- 
ing him forward. 

Although the western will be 
made for release on the Par spring 
schedule, its title and director have 
not yet been decided upon, 








McCormack Finishes 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Fox completed the John McCora; 
mack picture yesterday, other than 
perhaps a retake or so. 
Friday Frank Borzage called 500; 
extras for the theatre scene, with 





4,470 placements altogether last 
week for the singing talker. 

It’s the most work the mobs have 
had in one week in a long while. 








L. A. to N. Y. 
William McCaffrey. 
Fred Newmeyer, 
Polly Walker. 





Billy Gibson. 


L. A’S BIG SHOW: 
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30 Coast Divorce Suits in 1929: 


Stage-ocreen; Names and Reasons 





Dec, 31. 
Thirty picture and stage couples 
found. the marital bonds 
during 1929 and appeared in L. A. 
courts to get relief from the condi- 
tion. Some got the desired relief 
while others are waiting the un- 
winding of the usual red tape. 


Los Angeles, 


irksome 


Jean Arthur was sued by her hus- 
band, Julian who 
granted an annulment of their mar- 


Ancker, was 


riage on the grounds that his wife 
refused to live with him when she 
learned her contract forbade her 
marrying. 

Marjorie Bonner was granted a 
divorce from James Chaffee on the 
grounds of desertiof. Robert Bow, 
father of Clara, got abusive with 
his wife, Tui Lorraine, dancer, and 
she received a divorce. Mary Lewis 
and Michael Bohnen, both. opera 
singers, figured in a suit when Miss 
Lewis demanded separate mainte- 
nance. Elinor Faire and William 
Boyd were separated when Miss 
Faire testified that Boyd said he 
was through with her. Margaret 
Campbell was granted a divorce 
from Josef Swickard on the grounds 
of desertion. Ynez Seabury and W. 
W. Costello quit cold because of 
jealousy. 

Cruelty and Jealousy 


Emmitt Corrfgan and Molly Mack 
each charge the other with cruelty. 
Suit has not been brought to trial. 
Nora White and P. T. Carling also 
charge cruelty. Case pending. Eth- 
lyn Claire and Dale Henshaw called 
it off with Miss Claire getting the 
nod on jealousy charge®= Roscoe 
Arbuckle and Doris Dean were di- 
vorced when Miss Dean testified 
that Arbuckle would not come home 
at nights. Lloyd Hamilton lost 
Irene Dalton because he socked her. 


“Lefty” Flynn and Viola Dana 
parted. Intoxication on “Lefty’s” 
part. Peg Entwistle claimed that 


Robert Lee Keith pulled her hair. 
Single. Kit Guard caught Nell 
Guard off guard and the judge be- 
lieved him. Influence of relatives 
separated Lowell Sherman and 
Pauline Garon. Mildred Harris fig- 
ured in a second divorce and was 
allowed to cut herself free from 
Everett McGovern. 

Gladys McConnell left Arthur Q. 
Haggerman’s bed and board because 
he nagged her. Ella Hall parted 
from Alfred Emory Johnson _ be- 
cause he threw cold water at her. 
Wheeler Oakman and Virginia May 
Jennings separated with desertion 
the cause. Jorman Kerry was sup- 
posed to swear at Rosina Kaiser 
and now can cuss alone. Leaving 
her alone in Paris while he saw the 
sights was the reason that Timothy 
Whalen and Priscilla Whalen went 
their separate ways. Failure to 
support split Treva Lawlor and J. 
L. Turner. Because he was jealous 
of her career, Harry K. Roseboom 
lost Jannett Loff. ~ 

Free lancing was the nub of the 
Split between Elmo Lincoin and 
Edith Linkhelt. Rex Lease and 
Charlotte Merriam divorced because 
he nagged her. General incompati- 
bility covered the many charges that 
divided the Marshall Neilans. 


CHARLIE O’REILLY IN 
POLITICAL REPORTS 


A shakeup in sorne of the city de- 
partments after the first of the 
year is heard by film men ordinar- 
ily well posted. The license com- 
missionership has been offered to 
Charles L, O’Reilly, head of the 
Theatre Owners’ Chamber of Com- 
merce and long a friend of the 
Mayor, according to these inform- 
ants. 

O'Reilly, 
riers 








one of the banner car- 
: in the recent Waiker cam- 
Paign and known to have one of the 
best ins in the Hall, replies: 
“There is no truth in these re- 
Ports and their publication will only 


necessitate my issuing a formal 
denial.” 








With Ceremony 


Report is that Publix is is- 
Suing but 200. of those gold 
circuit passes. Even mayors 
will be without, governors and 
Cabinet members taking pre- 
cedence. 

Hereafter, any time one of 
the gold squares is presented 
at the Paramount, New York, 


the show stops, the organ 
comes up, and Jesse Crawford 
plays “Marche Militaire.” 











INCOME TAX REFUNDS TO 
SHOW PEOPLE AND FIRMS 


Washington, Dec. 31. 

Uncle Sam’s annual refund on 
taxes illegally collected during the 
last fiscal vear discloses those of 
amusements as being rather liber- 
ally represented in the staggering 
lists furnished Congress by the 
Treasury. Mary Pickford Corp. re- 


ceived the largest amount 
classification. 

Following covers a portion of re- 
funds to professionals and amuse- 
ment enterprises: 


Mary .PIickiond: . ccvcccotace C1G168 
Ann Pennington.......... we 997 
Central Theatres Leasing & 





in this 


Conaste,: Co. EEC can vs euler 6,718 
Mrs. Mildred Z. Loew, NYC. 9,551 
Orpheum Circuit, Chicago.. 2,175 
Palace Theatre, Corp., NYC. 652 
Pathe Exchange, NYC...... 1,816 
Plaza Music Co., NYC..... . 1,135 
Selwyn Realty Co., NYC... 1,903 
Eugene J. Zukor, NYC.... 9,322 
Mrs. Lottie Zukor, NYC.... 10,166 


Allied Prod. & Dist. Corp. 
(dissolved), Holly- 
wood, Calif. Sharehold- 
ers, D. W. Griffith, Doug- 
las Fairbanks, Mary Pick- 
ford, Charles Chapiin (ea. 
DISTS) © ok dnt CSece nea snes 591 


W. A. M. Amuse. Co., NYC. 9,118 
Avenue Amuse. Co., NYC. 

MEE. ce 504 be etapa kenasteaxe 3,560 
Chadwick Pcts. Corp., NYC. 672 
Edna Ferber, NYC......... 3,791 
Wm. Fox Amuse. Co., NYC. 4,868 
Wm. Fox Elizabeth Theatre 

Ce,” Fe ha os hha Calan de 6 1,598 
Wm. Fox Exhibitions, Inc., 

WEG. Caxecceviceswecescs ° 506 
Fox Theatres Corp., NYC.. 9,879 
Fox Varieties Co., NYC.... 2,485 
Metropolis Theatre Co., Chi- 

BROS Foc socs tes residassesr §,228 
National Theatre Co., NYC. 7,253 
Palace Theatre Co., NYC 

(second refund) ........ 3,743 
Pickford Corp., Los Angeles. 61,800 


Otis Skinner, NYC........ ‘ 782 
Staco Amuse., Inc., NYC.. 973 
Sydco Photoplay Corp.,NYC. 1,043 
Thompson Scenic Ry., NYC. 959 


United Artists Corp., NYC.. 1,184 
Robinson Amus. Co., Brook- 
Pere ry eee eee 7 1,269 
Eastman Kodak Co. of N. JT. 104.325 
Monument Theatres Corp., 
ERY... ca ns ps ae Oak's 08 874 
Club Casa dei Mar, Santa 
Dresiee. Cait. .0 0 502400004 51,614 
B. F. Keith’s N. Y. Theatre 
sy err ye eT Te rrr tT 13,962 
Ganna Walska McCormick, , 
EU, see cevasssnndbeskts Sy eee 
Taig DECOR cciccsdeccceve ° 2,000 
Mrs. Charlotte Pickford 
Weaadity® vb icassd pts ct oes ee 10,214 
Douglas MacLean Prod..... 8,769 
Efrem Zimbalist........... ° 2,333 





SPYROS SKOURAS SAYS, 





While conceding that Warners are 
flirting with the Wilmer and Vin- 
cent interests, Spyros Skouras gen- 
erally denying all theatre expan- 
sion at this time, as was recently 


‘FILM PRODUCERS 


SPEAKING OF THEATRES, 


ATERIAL SCARCE 





AFTER ORIGINALS 


Stage Plays of Little Value 
for Talkers at Present— 
Novels and Magazine Stuff 
Without Sufficient Action 
—More Writers From Le- 
git and. Literary Circles 
Looked for in 1930 





MORE OUTDOORS TYPE 


Dialog pictures demanding far more 

carefut and discriminate selection 
of stories than the silent era when 
most anything was adaptable, the 
producers already lining up prod- 
uct for the 30-31 picture season re- 
port an acute scarcity of material. 
For the first time the industry is 
experiencing real difficulty in locat- 
ing matter considered suitable for 
filming. 

A representative Increase: in the 
number of originals on the 30-31 
programs is regarded as a foregone 
conclusion in view of the present 
poor yield of material for talker 
production sources close to the shap- 
ing of next year’s pictures claim. 
Engagement of additional play- 
wrights and authors by leading 
producers is likely to follow the bad 
condition that now exists with story 
material so hard to find. 

The legit stage has developed 
little during the past year to feed 
the great maw of the talker studios. 
Its musicals and mystery plays 
have been overdone in the opinion 
of some film producer heads. Legit 
shows of this type that last year 
would have been ideal for filming 
are not regarded so enthusiastically 
now. 

Melos, Etc. 


One of the producing companies, 
open in decrying the scarcity at the 
present time, believes the new year 
will usher in a lot of melodramas, 
Westerns and other outdoor pro- 
ductions as a result of the cycles 
that have been run since the talkers 
came in. 

Sonfe of the producers, notably 
Fox, are not interested in any of 
the Broadway musicals, feeling that 
if talker musicals are to continue, 
they will have’ to be originals. 
Many musical shows are hits largely 
on the strength of their musical 
numbers and when the picture pro- 
ducer buys the rights to such 
shows they are often paying fancy 
prices for songs, the edge of whicn 
has already been taken off by 
popularization, it is claimed. 

Producers also ask what point 
there is in buying musicals tha: 
are a year or two old unless they 
have a story and atmosphere, such 
as “Rio Rita” and “Show Boat” for 
example, around which talkers can 
be built. 

At the present time there are 
more novels available as material 
than other matter, according to 
producers, but so many of these, 
while best sellers, cannot be made 
into pictures without being almost 
entirely rewritten. The current-day 
novel is running to a type of writing 
that plays down the very element 
pictures must have—action, which 
almost automatically lets them out. 

Magazine stories are also be- 
coming less actionful and more 
wordy, story buyers point out. 


‘Fellowship for Laemmle 








A distinction conferred on few 
prominent Americans, a fellowship 
in the Royal Society of Arts in 
London, has been granted Carl 


; Laemmle. He was proposed for 


membership by R. A. Waters, 
psychist and engineer of Reno, 
Nev. 


The Royal Society of Arts is one 


In Royal Society of Arts : 


By Managers 








Women Tell 


A much-traveled and world- 
ly-wise film man sighs out the 
old year with: 

“There used to be a day 
when women didn’t want to be 
‘told on.’ 

“Now they tell on each other. 

“A bottle of gin and they tell 
the world.” 


WILL HAYS’ FARM IS 
GROWING IN ACREAGE: 


Some one of these years Will 
Hays is going to doff the film crown 
and squat on a lowly three-pegged 
stool neath a fat brown cow. That’s 
what folks from Indiana who have 
worked in New York say about their 
brother native. 


The farm idea isn’t hooey, either. 
They point out that the hay life is 
in Hays’ blood, crediting him with 
having gotten his inspirations for 
the post office and filmdom in one of 
those places when a mere barefoot 
lad of the Longfellow kind. 

These people from back home and 
the Wabash, etc., etc., know more 
about that little farm a few miles up 
the Hudson than General Will told a 
“Variety”. reporter about last sum- 
mer. Then it was something about 
a moon, which Hays shoo-shooed 
until the hound realized he was 
barking the wrong question. 

While a place of mystery all these 
months, since Hays has been spend- 
ing more and more week ends up the 
river, the Indiana boyhood friends, 
since grown into stalwart buyers of 
r. r. coupons, scoff at Friend Will’s 
explanation that it was just a little 
shack with a few acres on which he 
could play horse with his boy, Billy. 

“Do you know that Mr. Hays has 
been adding steadily to that prop- 
erty and is buying all he can get?” 
one Indianian queried. 

“No,” was the question for more. 

“Well, he is, and he now owns 800 
acres that I personally know of.” 

Near by are the Sheffield Farms, 
dispensers of Grade A, etc., so: 

“The General is a great friend of 
the Sheffieids,” the informant vol- 
unteered. 

The story was so interesting that 
efforts were made to get Hays to 
review the farm story and open wide 
the bag on his retirement plans: 

“The General is away for the 
week end,” the ruddy M. Ready, door 
lieut., replied. 

As for the where: 

“He’s up on his farm.” 


CAREWE-PATHE OFF; 
INDIVIDUAL PRODUCTION 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Edwin Carewe and Pathe have 
called everything off in the deal 
whereby Carewe was to become 
boss-in-chief of Pathe production. 
Instead Pathe will probably adopt 
a system of production unde- which 
half a dozen pictures will be as- 
signed to éach of several associate 




















producers. Earl N. Derr will be 
general head of the department. 
Carewe will not make “The 


Spoilers” or “The Silver Horde” for 
Pathe. These stories were bought 
for his personal direction by Joseph 
*», Kennedy. Carewe has until Jan. 
15 to buy the stories for himself 
personally by compensating Ken- 
nedy. 

Another production development 
for Pathe may be the moving of 
short production from New York to 
the west. 





Kay Johnson’s Chance 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 





of the most exclusive and oldest 
organization of its kind in the 
world, founded in 1754. Thomas A. 





credited Warner officials in “Va- 
riety.” 
Monday Mr. Skouras stated: 
“Anyone buying theatres now is 





plain crazy.” 


| Edison is among the Americans 
}holding a fellowship. 


Kay Johnson will have her chance 
in the second Cecil DeMille produc- 
tion for M-G. She is opposite Reg- 


|inald Denny in “Mme. Satan.” 


- 


Production starts Jan. 27. 


Frisco Outdoor Displays Helped 
Ruined Theatre Biz 


San Francisco, Dec. 31. 
San Francisco theatre managers 
lare nursing a holiday peeve and 
| with the coming of the New Year 
jare likely to take a joint resolution 
|against future aid on yuletide out- 
|door celebrations. 


The Christmas season just closed 
is reported one of the worst in the 
|history of local box offices. Fault 
jis laid at the door of too much free 
| outdoor entertainment. 

Following its annual 

“Examiner” put an enormous tree 
on Twin Peaks and added enter- 
j}tainment features that drew thou- 
sands of people nightly. The Down- 
town Association had a huge tree 
and free outdoor show in Union 
Square that also took its quota of 
the public. One of the big oi! com- 
panies put on a Santa Claus display 
that was the magnet for more thou- 
sands with free balloons for the 
kiddies, candy and other gifts. Then 
the city took up the spirit and dec- 
orated nearly all the trees in Golden 
Gate Park panhandle with electric 
lights, and the Home Edition Club, 
composed of wives of newspaper- 
men, had a big outdoor tree all their 
own on Russian Hill. 

All of these attractions were 
widely advertised, particularly just 
before Christmas. What they did 
to the various box offices is a sad 
story. The Downtown Association 
had the theatres help them out for 
their program in Union Square and 
now the managers are raising their 
collective right hand to say “Never 
Again.” 

Diseussion already has been heard 
of a scheme on the part of the the- 
atres for next year to provide a 
counter attraction that will offset 
the civic and club displays and keep 
the crowds down in the theatre dis- 
trict. 


FEATURES AND SHORTS 
IN ’30 AT L. L STUDIOS 


Paramount’s Long Island studio 
will enter upon its most intensive 
production year this month with a 
schedule that calls for 18 features 
and a minimum of 100 shorts, with 
the possibility that the latter may 
reach 200 before the year is over, 
depending . upon material and 
facilities. 

Both schedules are tentative but 
call for production of one and a 
half features monthly and from two 
to four shorts weekly. 

At present the studio has but 
three recording to channels with a 
fourth expected to be completed 
within the next two weeks. With 
this last one installed the stuifo 
will have facilities for four pro- 
ductions simultaneously. Two 


custom, the 








weeks before completed. 


F. X. Bushman Now Owes - 
Ist Wife $57,000 Alimony 


Baltimore, Dec. 31. 

Francis X. Bushman’s marital 
troubles were taken to court again 
when Mrs. Josephine F. Bushman, 
his first wife, filed a petition in suit 
for back alimony in the Circuit 
Court at Towson. 

The bill charges that the amount 
of the defendant's arrearages under 
the decree of divorce as of Septem- 
ber, 1928, was $57,000 and that 
since that time interest has accrued. 
It also charges that the defendant 
has declined to make further pay- 
ments under the decree. 


Roach’s Layoff 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

With eight more two-reel come- 
dies to make on this season's pro- 
|sram, to be finished by the end of 
| February, the Hal Roach studios at 
Culver City will be ciosed for a 
month or more, reopening in March 
for the making of its 1930 product. 
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“Hit Deck,” Orpheum, L. A., Record 
Of House for All Time, $32,500: 
“Crack,” $20,000; “Shrew,” $33,500 


Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 
(Drawing Population, 1,500,000) 
Weather—Very warm 

Orpheum theatre dropping vaude- 
Ville after four years, opened as a 
picture parlor with “Hit The Deck.” 
Last week it amassed $32,500, larg- 
est gross the house has ever held. 

Elsewhere the local film business 
was booming. Rain and fog held 
off during a Christmas week char- 
acterized by lots of heat. At the 
United Artists the town’s top was 
taken by “Taming of Shrew,” which 
beat “Hit The Deck” by one G for 
a total of $33,500. 

Columbia’s “Flight” proved a pay- 
box stimulant for the RKO, which 
had a very strong week at $21,000, 
substantially above the house range. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Boulevard—(Fox) “Nix on Dames’ 
(Fox) (2,164; 25-50). Just conven- 
tional, $7,209. 

Carthay Circle—(Fox) “Rio Rita” 
(RKO) (1,500; 50-$1.50) (6th week). 
At length of run $16,500, satisfactory 
plus. 

Chinese — (Fox) “Condemned” 
(UA) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (4th week). 
Iiolidays life-saver for this one. 
Climbed to $16,500, best accomplish- 
ment so far. Two mere weeks. 

Criterion—(Fox) “Hot for Paris” 
(Fox) (1,600; 2%-75) (ist week). 
Kept to modest level, $14,200. 

Egyptian—(UA-Fox) “So This Is 
College” (M-G) (1,800; 25-75). 
Avoided extremes by $10,200. 

Palace — (Fox) “Sunnyside Up” 
(Fox) (1,150; 50-1.65) (2nd and final 
week). Okay with $8,500. 

State—(Loew-Fox) “Romance .of 
Rio Grande” (Fox) (2,024; 25-$1). 
Long time since this downtown de- 
luxe went to $32,000. Conspicuously 
bright. 

Orpheum—(RKO) “Hit the Deck” 
(RKO) (dialog) (2,247; 50-75) (ist 
week). Opened Xmas Day as 
straight pictures house with world 
premiere of this picture and got 
$5,992.50 on day, biggest single day 
intake house has ever had. Notices 
excellent. Finished with $32,500 and 
house record by a good deal. 

Paramount — (Publix) “Sweetie” 
(Par) (3,595; 25-75) (2nd week). 
Holdover unusually strong; $28,000. 

R-K-O—“Flight” (Col) (2,950; 30- 
65). Previously exhibited couple of 
blocks away at $1.50. Smart pace 
in $21,000. 

United Artists—(Pub-UA) “Tam- 
Ing of Shrew” (UA) (2,100; 25-$1) 
(1st week). Out in front of fast 
holiday field, $83,500. 

Warners Downtown (WB) 
“Paris” (FN) (dialog) (1,800; 50- 
75) (ilst week). Little sock. Aver- 
age at $16,000. 

Warners Hollywood—(WB) “Gen- 
eral Crack” (WB) (dialog) (2,756; 
Led local re- 
served seat bunch at $20,000. 


KING OF KINGS’ REVIVED 
IN MONTREAL, $12,000 


; Montreal, Dec. 31. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Weather: seasonable 
All grosses stepped up Christmas 
week with enough left over after 
s.opping to give main stems a good 
break. Neighborhoods also took 

turn for better. 

Jolson picture at Palace went 
over big, to $20,000, good omen for 
coming weeks. 

“Footlight and Fools” made hit 
at Capitol and collected $17,000, 
while “Young Nowheres” at Loew's 
aided by above average vaude made 
about the same figure. 

Princess tried out 





“King of 


F Kings” already seen at same house 


year earlier. Seasonable nature of 
picture collected $10,000. Imperial 
had better than usual picture in 
“Big Time” and hit high at $10,500. 
His Majesty's, only legit running, 
about paid way with “Dracula.” 
Estimates For Last Week 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75), “Say 
It With Songs” (WB). Jolson geis 
them here. Not so good as last 
but only holiday season stopped it 
from 30; did $20,000. 


Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-65), 
“Footlights and Fools” (FN); $17,- 
000, good. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), 
“Young Nowheres” (FN). One of 


the best liked pictures here in long 
while. Vaude better than average; 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-55), 
“King of Kings” (RKO). Season- 
able, although here 12 months ago; 
$12,000. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 35-60), “Big 


_ $17,000, nice. 


Time” (Fox). Good picture, good 
vaude, good week at $10,000. 
Orpheum (CT) (1,200; 40-50). 
Double bill; $4,000. 
Roxy (Ind) (600; 50), “When 
Dreams Come True” (Col). silent. 


Took in overflow from neighbors; 
$3,000, 





i 


“NAVY BLUES” $24,000; 
BALTO HAS FAIR WEEK 


Baltimore, Dec. 31. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Weather: Bad 
Christmas Day trade is no longer 
a sure thing in this town. Weather, 
radio and the screen fare are 
considerations, The mid-week Xmas 
crippled opening days, and to this 
handicap was added a sleet storm 
that put the b. o.’s out Of reach of 
those minus skates Monday and 
Tuesday. No doubt that the over- 
seas radio programs hurt afternoon 
trade Christmas Day. 

Business the last half was gen- 
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a MEYER DAVIS assembly, 
the musicians must have numbered 
more than fifty, and the strains | 








erally good, however. “Navy Blues” 


they invoked would have aroused} 








got a big last half turn out at the 
Century, but “Glorifying the Ameri- 
can Girl’ was no riot at the Stan-| 
ley, though able to-better the corre- 
sponding week of 1928. 
also on the right side of the ledger | 
with the hold over “Rio Rita.” The | 
Rivoli and “So Long Letty,” found | 
the going spotty as did the New 
with “South Sea Rose.” 

Upstairs Valencia was upgrade 
with a first run of “Girl from Wool- 








worths,” and the Parkway was 
satisfactory but not sensational | 
with 


“The Kiss.” 
Estimates For Last Week 
Century (Loew) “Navy Blues” | 
(M T) (3,200; 25-60). Off to slow} 
start but had the biggest after| 
Christmas intake in history of 
house. In $19,000 in four days; 
drawing power of picture demon- 
strated on stormy opening day 
$2,500; picture classed here as a 
comeback for Haines; stage show, 
“Dresden China,” first Loew unit in, 
over big; week topped correspond- 
ing one of last year $24,000. 

Stanley (Loew, Stanley-Crandell) 


“Glorifying the American. Girl” 
(Par) (3,600; 25-60). Somewhat 
disappointing. Much below big 


weeks at this stand; $16,000. 

Rivoli (Wilson Amusement Co.) 
“So Long Letty” (WB) (2,100; 25- 
60). Good start on Sat. opening, 
off, then pick up Thursday but last 
half crippled by generator burn- 
out at matinee when, with house 
95 per cent. fille&, operation had to 
be suspended until late evening; 
about $7,500. 

New (M. Mechanic) “South Sea 
Rose” (Fox) (1,500; 25-50). Ulric 
apparently no screen riot here; 
around $8,000, 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) “Rio Rita” 
(Radio) (2,500; 25-50). Held over 
for Christmas trade and justified; 
about $10,000 on sixth week in 
town. : 

Valencia (Loew-UA) “Girl from 
Woolworths” (FN) (1,200; 25-50). 
Not a picture to get critical raves, 
but turned in best week house has 
had recently; about $3,400. 
Auditorium (Schanbergers) “This 
Thing Called Love” (Pathe) (1,572; 
25-$1). House still marking time 
searching for a successor to “Rita”; 
this picture received good comment, 
and business on upgrade; $7,000 re- 
ported. 

Parkway (Loew-UA) “The Kiss” 
silent (M-T) (1,000; 25-35). Off first 
half with the rest; big Xmas night, 
however, and closing days okay; 
$3,600. 


PORTLAND SPLIT WEEK 
FOR NEW FILMS XMAS 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 31. 

Practically all houses split their 
weeks to start big programs Christ- 
mas Day. Most have mid-week 
openings now anyway, but on va- 
rious days. Pre-Christmas book- 
ings reported below had some over- 
long holdovers and generally weak 
programs. Shopping rush cut into 
box offices not backed by strong at- 
tractions, 

Fox houses held joint exploita- 
tion to sell Fox script for.gifts and 
did well, using newspaper ads and 
billboards. No road show opposi- 
tion. 

Henry Duffy’s dramatic stock is 
still without a leading woman, due 
to illness of Irene Tuttle. May 
Robson held over as guest star in 
repeat of her “Helena’s Boys” and 
did only fairly. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 25-60)— 
“This Thing Called Love.” Okay. 
F. & M.’s “Baby Songs” stage show. 
$14,000. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,- 
200; 25-60)—‘“Venus,” program film. 











Shorts. $5,500; bad. 
Alder (Parker-Fox) (1,200; 25- 
50)—"“‘Romance Rio Grande.” Run 


off after first week 
$6,500; good. 

Portland (Publix) (3,500; 25-60)—— 
“Pointed Heels,” back stage pro- 
gram film. Shorts, $8,500. 


at Broadway. 





Keith’s was|- 


| like days for the 


the envy of Orpheus.” BILLY | 
BENEDICK, N. Y. “Evening Jour- 
nal,” Dec. 16, 1929. 





THOUGHT WILL ROGERS’ 
TRAVELOG KILLED H. 0. 


Louisville, Dec. 31. | 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) | 





Weather: snow, cold. 
Zero first half with mild spring- 
last half had 
everyone puzzled and kept plenty 
of patrons at home. Temperature 
changes of 30 to 40 degrees in one 
day. 

Business began off but straight- 
ened out with good returns on 
Christmas Day and closed strong 
considering the week. Loew’s 
State surprised by drawing them in 
with “Flight” to almost average 
take. 

Estimates For Last Week 


State (Loew) (3,400; 35-50), 
“Flight” (Col.) pulled in spite of 
no current big name. Exploitation 
great; tie-ups with Curtiss Air- 
plane Co.; 14 downtown windows 
in stores with special displays; 
5,000-copy tabloid distributed to 
business men: amateur review con- 
test brought over 6,000 criticisms, 
Better biz than same week last year 
when played name _ attraction; 
nearly average at $16,800. 

Strand (Fourth Ave) (1,386; 30- 
50), “They Had to See Paris” (Par) 
off to bad start because folks 
thought another Rogers travelog 
short, Despite disappointing open- 
ing began pulling later but not in 
time to warrant hold-over; $4,500. 

Rialto (RKO) (2,940; 30-50), “The 
Mighty” (Par). Bancroft favorite 
here, held take nearly up to normal 
with $8,000. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 40), 
“Hollywood Revue” (MGM). State 
played it two weeks but second 
during American Legion Convention 
when all the show was on the 


streets and theatres empty. This 
practically second. week; about 
$3,000. 


Mary Anderson (RKO) (1,387; 30- 
50), “Little Johnny Jones” (FN). 
Very bad at $2,800. 





Providence Recovery 
Didn’t Happen Last Wk. 


Providence, Dec. 31. 
(Drawing Population, 315,000) 
Weather, mostly fair. 
Grosses came pretty near doing 
a Brody all over town. because of 
pre-Christmas trade, but brisk do- 
ings for last half of week kept the 
figures from the red. 
Estimates For Last Week 
Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50) “Mys- 
terious Island” (M-G-M) and color 
short revue. Fair at $19,000, 
Strand (Ind) (2,200; 15-50) “Mar- 


riage Playground” (Par). Weak, 
but support bill liked; $10,500, 
average. 

R-K-O Victory (1,600; 15-50) 
“Pointed Heels” (Par). Fine sup- 
port bill; $8,000, average. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50) 
“Broadway Daddies” and “Wall 
Street” (Col.). Liked, but preholi- 


day trade nipped; $10,290, average. 
R-K-O Albee (2,500; 15-50) 
“South Sea Rose” (Fox) Vaude. 
House suffered; quiet at $10,000. 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,600; 15-50)—‘“In 
the Headlines,” Vaude; $9,000, 
around average. 





“Marriage Playground.” Fair. $3,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
50) “Skinner Steps Out,” 2d week. 
$8,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 25- 
50)—“‘Her Private Affair. 300d 
program film. Okay. $3,700. 

Oriental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 25-35) 
-—“This Is Heaven.” Registered. $5,- 
500. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,000; 25-60) 
—‘Tanned Legs.” Five acts. $9,000. 


ijsmash here, 


UNSOLICITED | 

“Never have I listened to such @/¢oynt any holiday influx, of around 
magnificent dance orchestra. It bee 
ut | 


| changed 
|Great Gabbo,” very weak here, was 


| Wednesday. 


Battle of Paris’ With 2 Legit ‘Names’ 





Outright Flop in Pittsburgh at $14,000 | 


‘CRACK’ PHILLY’S RAVE 


AT $20,000 IN 4 DAYS} 





Philadelphia, Dec. 31. 
Because of very weak trade Mon- 
day and Tuesday, picture grosses 
were nothing remarkable Christmas 
week. Some specific cases of strong 

box office activity. 
“General Crack” looks like a 
bigger in fact than 
anything the Aldine has had this 
season. In four days better than 
$21,000 was claimed which indicates 
an initial pace, not taking into ac- 


$20,000. This is what “The Big 
Parade,” house’s prize booking, did 
at the start. “Sky Hawk,” also 


opening Christmas Day at the Fox- 
Locust, did nice trade but nothing 
sensational. Figures for two and 
a half weeks with a grandeur fea- 
ture, “Happy Days,” to follow. 


Mastbaum got about $48,000 last 
week with “The Marriage Play- 
erround.” “Show of Shows,” at the 


Boyd, actually fell off about $2,500, 
getting around $28,000. Doesn’t in- 
dicate a long stay. 

Erlanger was another house that 
Christmas Day. “The 


held in Monday and Tuesday, and 
“Vagabond Lover’ opened nicely 
Looks okay and may- 
be three weeks. Stanley had a 
mediocre week with “Disraeli,” pre- 
viously a strong booking at the 
Aldine where it stayed five weeks. 
Taken out Saturday night on a 
last minute decision, getting but 
$15,000 on the week. Stanton was 
one of the few outstanding business 
wallops in town with “The Sacred 
Flame.” Plenty of extra advertis- 
ing, which emphasized that the 
picture was not meant for children, 
given by some of the mob as the 
reason for the biz. Figured close 
to $20,000, very high here any time. 
Fox had an average week with 
“Song of Kentucky,” aided by the 
holiday current. Figured around 
$30,000, which does not merit huz- 
zahs. Karliton went heavy with 
Gertrude Lawrence’s “Battle of 
Paris,’ figured by many as worth 
a bigger house, and the Earle was 
about normal with $20,000 for “Foot- 
lights and Fools.” 
Estimates for Last Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)— 
“Marriage Playground” (Par). 
Around $48,000, which, while good, 
nothing to write home about for the 
holidays; same condition existed in 
most of the downtown houses. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75) — “Dis- 
raeli’” (WB). A disappointment 
after fine trade at Aldine; only 
$15,000. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—“Show of 
Shows” (WB) (2d week). Actually 
fell off $2,500 to around $28,000. 

Aldine (1,500; 50-75-$1-$1.50)— 
“General Crack” «WB) (ist week). 
House reopened Christmas day after 
being dark two weeks; Barrymore 
picture an apparent sensation here; 
well over $20,000 in four days. 

Fox (3,000; 90)—‘“Song of Ken- 
tucky” (Fox). Good enough week, 
though nothing -notable;, between 
$30,000 and $31,000. 

Erlanger (1,900; 50-75) — “Vaga- 
bond Lover” (Radio) (ist week): 
Rudy Vallee opened Christmas and 
looked fairly strong. “Great Garbo,” 
first two days, very weak. 

Fox-Locust (1,800; $1.50)—“Sky- 
Hawk” (Fox) (ist week). Opened 
Christmas and moderate; hardly 
likely to stay more than two and a 
half weeks; about $14,000 in four 
days. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—“Sacrea 
Flame” (WB) (ist week). One of 
the few real hits in town; $20,000 
"way over house average; trick ads 
credited. ‘ 

Earie (2,000; 50-75)—“Footlights 
and Fools” FN). Average at $20,000. 

Karliton (1,000; 50)—‘“Battle of 
Paris” (Par). Well over theatre’s 
late level; $7,000. 


$15,900 Tops Denver 


Denver, Dec. 31. 

(Drawing Population, 400,000) 

Weather: Fair 

The week’s vacation of the Den- 
ham stock helped the grosses hold 
up a little better than usual for just 
before Chrigtmas. Denver topped 
the list. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Huffman’s America (1,500; 20-35- 
50)—“In Headlines” (WB). No 
complaint. $4,000. 

Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—“Is Everybody Happy” (WB). 
Little low. $6,000. 

Denver (Publix) (2,200; 25-40-65) 
—"Pointed Heels” (Par). Better 
week before. $15,900. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-40-50) 
—“Untamed” (Par) Average week. 
$5,200. 

Tabor (Indie) (2,200: 25-40-60: 
75)—"“Night Parade” (RKO), Up to 














Rialto (Publix) (2,000; 25-50)— 


Dufwin (Duffy) (1,400; 25-$1.25) 
—Duffy stock. “Helena’s Boys.” $4,- 
200. 


$10,000, 


Pittsburgh; Dec. 31, 
(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 
Weather: Snow 
Christmas Day was the biggest 
flop here in years. Grosses almost 


without exception off from $750 to 
$2,000 for the day compared with 
last year’s figures and no account- 
ing. Biz terrible .enough fortnight 
before and everybody expected to 
reap a harvest on the holiday, 
Picked up considerably over week 
end. 

“Show of Shows” (WB) not so 
forte at Grand in first week and 
hardly bettered $14,000. Panned 
quite generally, two weeks looks 
like limit and then “Sally” (FN) 
likely. “Condemned” (UA) hailed 


by critics at Aldine and ended up 
first six days with creditable $14. 
500 and held over. “Sunny Side 
Up” (Fox) next. Other holdover ig 
“Vagabond Lover” (Radio) which 
chalked up fair $8,000 in tirst week 
at Sheridan Sq. Flap trade keeping 
this one alive. 

Penn had the sole box-offics wale 
lop in town, “Untamed” (M-G-M), 
despite ‘anything but flattering no- 
tices claiming over $33,000. Stanley 
ambled along with “Pointed Heels” 
(Par) to weak $21,000, probably 
feeling pinch more than anyone in 
town. This due in main to Friday 
opening, house only getting one day, 
Thursday, of gravy, other five 
coming in on the pre-Christmas and 
Christmas Day slumps. 

Enright had weak sister in “Bat- 
tle of Paris” (Par) and slid to $13,- 


000. House switched from Sature- 
day to Friday opening last week, 
Harris. picked up with “Street 


Girl’ (Radio), playing it downtown 
after two-week run in neighoor- 
hood, the Sheridan Square. Around 
$7,000, indicating that Harris cashed 
in heavily on exploitation given 
picture before, and the booking of 
second runs into a first run house 
appears wiser than appears on the 
surface. Next to get here will be 
“Rio Rita,” which already has 
played a month at Sheriidan. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75)—“Untamed” (M-G-M). Alone 
able to keep head above water in 
tough week, claiming over $33,000, 
Picture panned liberally but pulled 
‘em in regardless, 

Grand ¢€WB) (2,009; 
“Show of Shows” (WB). Failed to 
catch on and unflattering $14,990 
for first full week. Notices any- 
thing but favorable. Pi?:ure goes 
out Thursday after slim fortnight, 
for “Sally” (FN). 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
Weak $21,000 for “Pointed Heels” 
(Par), house feeling Christmas; Day 
slump more than any of the others, 
Publix units in here next week, 


50-75)— 


with Dick Powell staying on as 
m. ¢, 

Aldine (Loew’s) (1,990; 35-50)— 
“Condemned” (UA). Drew raves 


and nice $14,500, better than aver- 
age, for first week. Held over. 
“Sunny .Side Up” (Fox) following. 

Enright (WB) (3,700; 25-35-50- 
60)—‘‘Battle of Paris’ (Par). Weak 
sister and terrible at $13,000. Ger- 
trude Lawrence’s name didn’t mean 
a thing. House tried to play up 
Charles Ruggles but to no avail. 

Sheridan Sq. (RKO)—“Vagabond 
Lover” (Radio). Pulled in the flap- 
pers on strength of Rudy Vallee 
and presentable $8,000 in first week 
warranted holdover. “Great Gabbo” 
to follow. 

Harris—$7,000 for “Street Girl” 
(Radio) proves bringing picture 
downtown for run after previous 


run in neighborhood wise move. 
“Girl” had previously played two 
weeks at Sheridan and Harris 


cashed in heavily on exploitation 
given film at that time. 


W. B. REVUE $4,400 


Big in Small Tacoma House—“13th 
Chair” Does $5,900 








: Tacoma, Dec. 31. 
(Drawing Population, 125,000) 
Weather: Rainy 

Dull in town, due to partial shut- 
down of industry early this month 
when the electric power ran low, 
and failure to reopen when the U. 5. 
plane carrier Lexington went to 
work making juice for Tacoma, af- 
fected business during the holiday 
season. Up some Christmas day, 
but the town stil! on a show-ration, 
it seems. Payroll reacts at b. o. 

W. L. Fenney, new manager at 
RKO, bolstered biz with an Elks 
affair just prior to Christmas, the 
Bills selling a lot of placards. 

Estimates for Last Week 

RKO-Pantages (RKO) (1,500; 25- 
60)—“She Goes to War” (UA). 
$7,300. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (600; 25- 
50-75) —“Show of Shows” (WB). 
Big and business big. $4,400. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 25-35-50)— 
“13th Chair’ (Fox). Fair at $5,900. 

Colonial (Fox) (850; 25-50) — 
“Thing Called Love” (Pathe). Light 





on $2,700, 
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Christmas week hemstitched an 
uneven course up and down the 
Broadway cinema map, leaving 
ragged ends at the Colony and Ri- 
alto but giving the three big houses, 
Roxy, Capitol and Paramount, some 
fancy figures. 

A major share of Roxy’s $111,800 
belongs to the family draw of the 


special Christmas stage shows which | 
have become an annual classic for | 
New York’s children, comparable to | 
Kids flock to | 
the big temple from all over town 
made a |} 


London’s pantomimes. 


on this week. “Christina” 
nice program blend with picture and 
show both held over. 

An upset was chalked at the Ri- 
alto when “The Virginian” on its 
first seven days, inclusive of Christ- 
mas, obtained but $28,000, very in- 
different business for an opening 
week at this location. Picture came 
into Gotham fresh from big grosses 
around the country. 

“Taming of the Shrew” left the 


Rivoli with $26,600, having stayed 
only four weekS and falling con- 


siderably short of the vigorous box 
office registered by “Iron Mask.” 
Saturday “The Mighty” followed 
and in its first two days tilled $28,- 
500, splintering the week end house 
record. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—“Drvil May Care” (Metro) 
(1,120; $1-$2) (2nd week). Novarro 
picture started witht $23,800, big. 

Carroll — “7 Keys to Baldpate” 
(Radio) (988; $1-$2). Opened 
Christmas night and _ generally 
panned. Merely trestle over a couple 


of open weeks before “Hit the 
Deck” Jan. 15. 
Capitol!—“Mysterious Island” 


(Metro) (4,620; 35-50-75-$1.50). 
Very good at $71,800. 

Central — “Disraeli” (WB) (922; 
$1-$2) (12th week). Took spurt with 
holiday going to $16,400. Popular 
buy among classes not regular film- 
goers. 

Cohan — “Blaze O’Glory” (World 
Wide) (1,400; $1-$2). Second Eddie 
Dowling picture in for four weeks 
only. Previous picture at Selwyn 
for six weeks. Better location this 
time. Opened Monday. 

Colony—‘“Shannons of Broadway” 
(U) (1,900; 35-50-75). Another tale 
of show biz. Public snub eloquent 
in $7,900. Current attraction “Hell's 
Heroes” will be held over for second 
week. 

Criterion — “Love Parade” (Par) 
(862; $1-$2) (7th week). Bounced 
back, reasserting its clearcut lead 
of the $2 contingent with $18,500, 
less in total than “General Crack” 
and “Sally”. but well ahead in pace. 
About five more weeks for “Parade” 
as Paramount wants house for 
“Vagabond King” early in February. 

Embassy — “Newsreel House” 
(Fox-Hearst) (568; 25). Daddy 
Browning as Santa Claus and 
Peaches Browning’s lecture on 
“Why We American Women Should 
Be Grateful for the Long Skirt” 
figured a good two bits worth. For 
the first time since opening News- 
reel House during Christmas week 
had seats available at peak hours. 
That probably indicates between 
$7,000-$8,000. 

Gayety — “Party Girl’ (Tiffany) 
(808; $1-$2). Tiffany started its 
lease at Tuesday midnight (1930) 
with special showing of this picttre. 
“Sky Hawk” in third and final week 
around $9,000. New sound W. FE. 
equipment for house with change of 
Operation. ; 

Globe—“Rio Rita” (Radio) (1,065; 
35-50-85). With first strong attrac- 
tion house’s new policy started to 
mean something. “Rita” came in 
Christmas Day and on first seven 
days was zooming along around 
$27,000, extremely smart. House has 
been legit or $2 pictures for years 
and public has to be educated. 

Paramount—“The Kibitzer” (Par) 
(3,665; 35-65-75-$1). Laugh film 
quite katish at $76,100. 

Rialto — “The Virginian” (Par) 
(2,000; 35-50-65-85) (2nd week). 
Snail pace on opening distinct dis- 
appointment. Only around $28,000 
— week. 

ivoli—“The Mighty” (Par) (2,- 
200; 35-50-65-85). Came in Satur- 
day, “Taming of Shrew” exiting af- 
ter four weeks. Bancroft picture 
wow from start with extra midnight 


Shows crowded. Collected $28,400 
first two days. 
Roxy—“Christina” (Fox) (6,205; 


50-75-$1.50). Box office took $111,800. 
That implied and got holdover for 
Picture and show, latter always im- 
bortant at holidays here. 
Strand—“Girl From Woolworth’s” 
(FN) (2,900; 35-50-75). Film-shop- 
pers ritzed Alice White picture, al- 
though rated good entertainment. 
Weak-kneed at $28,700. 
Warners—“General Crack” (WB) 
(1,360; $1-$2) (5th week). Helped 
bit but picture no vulls-eye locally. 
Around $23,000. 
ant’ inter Garden—“Sally” (FN) (1,- 
oanil $1-$2) (2nd week). Marilyn 
Miller widely praised for perfor- 
mance but picture considered slow 
diversion, Five-day week, Christ- 


- Xmas Week Brought Out Odd Grosses 


~ In Bway Houses—Roxy Big, $111,800 





+ 


CAPITAL COMEBACK LED 
BY PALACE’S $18,500 


| $12,000—‘Vagabond Lover’ 
$8,000 in 3 Days and Holds 


Washington, Dec. 31, 

(Estimated White Pop., 450,000) 
Weather—Cold and Snow 

Recovery from the annual slump 
‘was cheering. With the turkey out 
of the way Christmas night showed 
the comeback urge. ‘Mysterious Is- 
land,” at the decrepit Columbia, got 
$12,020. That’s business. 

“Battle .of Paris,” at the other 
Loew house, copped the top of the 
town on $18,500. Fox close behind, 
though, with “Love, Live and 
Laugh” for $17,200. 

“Half Way to Heaven” helped the 
Earle along to a fair count while 
“Is Everybody Happy” did likewise 


Se 





for the Warner Met. 
Complicated switching of book- 
ings at the RKO and 


brought varying results. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Columbia — (Loew) “Mysterious 
Island” (M-G) (1,232; 35-50). Sur- 
prise at reported $12,000. 


Earle—(S-C Warner) “Half Way 





to Heaven” (Par) (2,244; 35-50). 
Fair at $11,400. 

Fox—(Fox) “Love, Live and 
Laugh” (Fox) stage show (3,434; 
35-50-75). No complaints on $17,- 
200° 

Met—(S-C Warner) “Is Every- 
body Happy” (WB) (1,585: 35-50). 
Good week considering; $10,500. 


Palace—(Loew) “Battle of Paris” 
(Par) stage show (2,368; 35-50-60). 


Boosted scale helped plus this 
house’s “habit husiness’; about 
$18,500. 


Rialto — (U) “Hold Your Man” 
(U) first five days “Shannons of 
Broadway” (U) last two days (1,- 
978; 35-50). “Hold Your Man” got 
about $3,500, two days of “Shan- 
nons” about $1,800; $5,300 on week; 
“Shannons” out today (Tuesday) 
with “Hell’s Heroes” in tomorrow. 

RKO — (Keith’s) “Great Gabbo” 
(Sono-Art) first four days “Vaga- 
bond Lover” (Radio) last three days 
(1,870; 35-50). “Gabbo” died on its 
portion of the week at around $3,- 
000; Rudy Vallee film came in with 
somewhat of a rush for $8,000 on 
three days; Vallee holds over for 
entire current week; about $11,000 
on week, 


“LOST ZEPPELIN” LIKED 
IN ST. LOUIS—WET XMAS 


: St. Louis, Dec. 31. 
(Drawing Population, 1,025,000) 
Weather; Cool and Wet 
Sloppy streets and cool weather 
hurt last week with the post-Xmas 
rush not encugh of an offset. Com- 
petition was also furnished by both 
legit houses, the American having 
a session of Genevieve Hamper’s 
Shakespeare and the Shubert-Rialto 
playing “Journey’s End.” 


Estimates For Last Week 
Ambassador (3,000; 35-50-65-75) 








“Pointed Heels” (Par). Fair at 
$26,500. 

Fox (6,000; 35-75) “Love, Live, 
and Laugh” (Fox). Not too good at 
$24,000. 

Loew’s State (3,300; 25-35-65) 


“Navy Blues” (M-T). Usual Haines 
stuff. $22,600. 


Missouri (3,800; 35-50-65-75) 
an Rings” (FN). Light with 
9,700. 

Grand Central (1,700; 50-75) 
“Show of Shows” (WB). Started 
Christmas day. $11,000. 

St. Louis (4,280; 35-65) “Lost 
Zeppelin” (Tiff). Good picture of 
Antartic. $30,900. 





Boston Hasn’t Complaint; 
“Sunny Side” Ran 4 Wks. 


Boston, Dec. 31. 
(Draw Pop, 850,000) 
Weather: Fair 





U houses | 


PATHE’S ‘LOVE’ $12,700; 


| 





Pictures did well in Boston, to- 
gether with the legit shows, which | 
always have one of their best weeks 
between Christmas and New Year's. 
“Navy Blues” at Loew's State got | 
30,000, best this theatre has had for 
some time. Metropolitan and Keith's | 
Memorial also were on top. “Sunny- | 
side Up” played its fourth and last} 
week at the Memorial theatre to 
very good business. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Met (Publix) (4,380; 50-75)—} 
“Laughing Lady” (Par). $32,300. 
Keith’s Memorial (RKO) (4,000; | 
39-50-65)—Last week of “Sunny 
Side Up” (Fox). $24,700. 
Keith-Albee (RKO) (3,000; 50-60) | 
—*"“The River” (Fox). $19,600. 
Loew’s State (4,000; 





Mas included, around $20,000. 





“Navy Blues” (M-G-M). $24,190. 


dition to its featured screen offering, 


30-40-60)— | tra; 





DUNCANS’ ‘GREAT LIFE’ 











JOE BROWNING 


Presenting 
“A Timely Sermon” 

Assisted by Joe Browning, Jr. 

This week, Dec. 27, Ambassador 
Theatre, St. Louis, in Charies 
Nigge-Meyer’s “Marathon Frolics.” 

Direction Abe Lastfogel, Harry 
Lenetska, William Morris Agency. 

R-K-O direction, Morris & Feil. 





SEATTLE ORPH $12,000) 


Seattle, Dec. 31. 
(Drawing Population, 525,000) 
Weather: Showers 


Not much to say about business. 
Matinees picked up and especially 
second run cheap seaters, shoppers 
stopping in for breathing spell and 
to get away from the crowds. 

“Sunny Side Up” starting 
week better. 

Estimates for Last Week 





on $d 


Seattle (Pub) (3,106; 25-60)— 
“Pointed Heels” (Par). Light at 
$9,000. 

5th Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)— 


“Thing Called Love” (Pathe). 
fair, $12,700. 
Fox (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)—“Sunny 


Only 


Side Up” (Fox). 2d week. Off 
seasonably, but ahead of usual 
$11,900. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
50-75)—‘“Mississippi Gambler” (U). 
Did $4,400. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 


50-75)—*Mister Antonio” (Tiff). 
Rather light at $4,000. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-50) 
—*“Nix On Dames” (Fox). Not so 


hot; $2,700. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,700; 25-60) 
—‘“Careless Age” (FN). Fair at 
$12,000. 

President (Duffy) (1,800; 25-$1)— 
“Daddies” (stock). Emil Bondeson 
now manager. Scale from $1,25 top 
to $1, and 50c matinees. Starting 
to gain. 


| field did 
itrade’ in 





OPENED IN BAD WEEK 


San Francisco, Dec. 31. 


Practically every downtown pic- 
ture house did it last week and the 
vells were noisy. No less than 
four free Christmas attractions, all 
big, to lure the public’s interest 


away from shows. 
The huge Fox and also the War- 
the worst Saturday night 
their history Publix 
houses likewise played to almost 
empty benches. . 
“It’s A Great Life,” 


cans at the Fox, slipped well into 
the red, “Hollywood Revue,” at 
Warfield, in 2nd week, dropped 


nearly $6,000 over the opening week. 


” 


Granada, with “Pointed Heels, 
and California, with 2nd week of 


“Paris,” very poor. St. Francis held 
up best with “The Love Parade,” 
but its gross nothing to brag about. 

Orpheum bowed out “Flight” after 
three weeks to disappointing re- 


ceipts; Both Wagnon houses, Em- 
bassy with “Disraeli” and Davies 
with “Lost Zeppelin,” just fair. 


Casino slipped also with “Love, Live 
and Laugh.” 
Estimates for Last Week 

Fox — (Fox) (5,000; 50-65-75-$1) 
“A Great Life’ (M-G-M). This Dun- 
can Sisters talker might have been 
expected to click heavy here where 
the two gals made their real start 
but too much Christmas or some- 
thing. Only got away fair and fin- 
ished light; $30,000. 

Warfield—(Fox) (2,672; 50-65-90) 
“Hollywood Revue” (M-G-M). Sec- 
ond week held up better than hoped 
for under conditions; $14,000. 

Granada—(Publix) (2,698; 
65-$1) “Pointed Heels” (Par). 
fair break but didn’t build 
closed light but satisfactory; 
000. 

California — (Publix) (2,200; 35- 
50-65-90) “Paris” (F.N.) 2nd week 
slipped plenty from first; $12,500. 

St. Frarncis—(Publix) (1,375; 35- 
50-65-90) “Love Parade” (Par). Still 
keeping up unusual pace at b. o. 


35-50- 
Got 
and 

$15,- 


but Christmas season hurt. $10,000. 
Orpheum—(RKO) (2,270; 35-50- 


65) “Flight” (Col). Out after three 
weeks, final six days disappointing 
after start it made; $8,000. 

Embassy—(Wagnon) (1,365; 50- 
65-90) “Disraeli” (WB). Name of 
Arliss plus play helped this one to 
bigger week proportionately than 
might have been anticipated; $14,- 
000. 

Davies—(Wagnon) (1,150; 35-50- 
65-90) “Lost Zeppelin” (Tiff). Held 
about normal for this house with 
trade pretty well sustained and pro- 
fitable; $7,000. 

Casino—(Ackerman & Harris (2,- 
400; 40-60) “Love, Live and Laugh” 
(Fox). Slipped considerably, like 
most of other houses but still on 
safe side at $9,000. 





Minneapolis Picks Up in Off Week; 
‘Navy Blues’ and Kiddie Show, $25,000 





Minneapolis, Dec. 31. 
(Draw Pop, 500,000) 
Weather: Favorable 
A spurt which started on Christ- 
mas day carried grosses for several 
of the ailing local show houses to 


their highest levels in several 
months. The rialto is hoping now 


that the tide has turned definitely 
upwards, but it is keeping its fingers 
crossed, 

The portion of the week preced- 
ing Christmas saw box offices, in 
most instances, almost completely 
deserted. At that, as bad as they 
have been, grosses at the leading 
Publix houses for December are 
said to be ahead of the correspond- 
ing period a year ago. At peak of 
Christmas night’*not over 300 in 
Minnesota. 

Local entertainment seekers have 
a yen for kiddie revues. In recogni- 
tion thereof, both the Minnesota 
and Pantages staged such revues as 
featured attractions. The Publix 
house imported some outside juve- 





; nile talent to augment the young- | 


sters picked up locally. Manager | 
E. C. Bostick of Pantages utilized | 
Minneapolis kiddies exclusively. 


The revues were magnets at both | 
houses. 

The Minnesota gave its customers 
a whale of a show that could not} 


help but garner the shekels. In ad- 


“Navy Blues.” the first William | 
Haines talker and quite an attrac- 
tion in itself, it regaled its patrons 
with the kiddie revue, Toc sigue 
Fantasy,” employing 16 juvenile en- 
tertainers; “Snap Into It,” Publix | 
unit show; the 40-piece pit orches- | 
featured organist, and m. c., 
The box office clicked at a normal 


gait for the first time in some 
weeks. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
“Navy Blues” (M-G-M), Publix unit 
stage show, “Snap Into It,” and 
kiddie revue. Corking picture and 
great all-around program. De- 
served patronage. Despite slow 
start gross $24,500. Very good. 

Century (Publix) (1,500; 75)— 
“Show of Shows” (WB). Reviews 
and comments not enthusiastic, but 
staggering list of stars made picture 
a magnet. $11,900 okay and held 
over. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 60)—“Mar- 
riage Playground” (Par). Took 
some panning from critics, but 
pleased customers immensely. $7,- 
100. Good, considering slow start. 

R-K-O Orpneum (R-K-O) (2,890; 
50)—“Great Gabbo” (W. W.). Lack- 
ing in audience appeal here. About 
$7,000. Bad. 


Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 40)—“Girl 


from Woolworth’s (FN). Alice 
White popular here. Around $5,000. 
Good. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 35)—"Big 


Time” (Fox). Pleasing picture, but 
light business. Around $2,000. 

Pantages (1,400; 25-50)—“Painted 
Faces” (Tif). Vaude, including kid- 
die revue. Picture liked and show 
pleased. Kiddie revue a draw. 
About $8,000. Good. 

R-K-O 7th Stréet (R-K-O) (1,- 
500; 50)—“*Romance of Rio Grande” 
(Fox). First-rate picture and pleas- 
ing enough pop vaude. Initial re- 
opening program. $6,500. Fair, 

Shubert (dramatic stock) (1,400; 
35-$1)—“Holiday.” 
ics, but only mediocre draw. 


with the Dun- | 


Lauded by crit- | 
$3,500. | 


— 





Chi’s Upstream Fight—Just Fair Wk.; é 
Oriental a Worry—Under $26,000 


_—- —— _ = 


Chicago, Dec. 31. 
Two days following Christmas 
meant everything last week, espe- 
cially at the run spots. This was 
noticeable at United Artists, where 
“Taming of the Shrew” replaced 
“Three Live Ghosts” on the holiday 


and played the next two days to 
block-lonzg holdouts. 

Oriental continued in the cellar 
igrabbing off a very poor $25,500 


| 





with “Footlights and Fools.” Fig- 
ure is only $300 above the previous 
week's. House has a stiff nut, 
needing about $28,000 to break. 

Chicago continued to be the loop 
pet, taking the lead by a couple of 
miles at $45,700 on “Their Own De- 
sire.” McVicker’s closed “Disraeli” 
to a weak figure and the picturé 
scrammed for “Welcome Danger.” 
Roosevelt changed Xmas Day from 
“Romance of Rio Grande” to “Dyna- 
mite,’’ but house was off at $16,000 
for the entire week. 

At the Woods, “Vagabond Lover” 
chased “Great Gabbo” on the 25th 
and sent the house to $14,000 for the 
seven days; figures $9,000 for the 
last five days of “Gabbo” and $5,000 
for two days of Vallee. State-Lake 
still messed around with a dark 
front while installing a new mar- 
quee, and the gross remained down, 
although the bill was up to stand- 
ard. At. the two smaller houses, 
business remained off; “Nix on 
Dames,” at the Monroe, and “Every- 
body Happy,” at the Orpheum, just 
getting past. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix-B & K), “Their 


Own Desire’ (M-G), stage show 
(4,400; 60-85). Norma. Shearer a 
draw; satisfactory at $45,700. 


McVicker’s (Publix-B & K), “Dis- 
raeli” (WB) (1,855; 50-85). Dropped 
in third and last week to $22,300; 
“Welcome Danger” (Par) current. 

Monroe (Fox), “Nix on Dames” 
(Fox) (1,120; 50-75). Didn't get no- 
tices or patronage; house remained 
in slump at $3,800. 

Oriental (Publix-B & K), “Foot- 
lights and Fools” (FN), stage show 
(3,500; 50-85). Only $300 above 
previous week's low; has become 
the worry of the loop; house ads 
taken out of the regular B & K 
space and given special attention; 
low at $25,500. 

Orpheum (Warner), “Everybody 
Happy” (WB) (799; 50-75). Sec- 
ond week and not so good; $5,500. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B & K), “Ro- 
mance of Rio Grande” (Fox) (1,500; 
50-85). Week's figure includes two 
days of “Dynamite” (M-G); neither 
picture apparently meant much last 
week; $16,000 anemic. 

State - Lake (RKO), “Song of 
Love” (Col), vaude (2,700; 50-75). 
Off again, with dark front no help; 
$23,300. 

United Artists (Publix - UA), 
“Three Live Ghosts” (UA) (1,700; 
50-85). Week’s gross belongs to the 
two days of “Taming of the Shrew” 
(UA); about $12,000 for five days of 
“Ghosts” and $9,000 for “Shrew” in 
two days. 

Woods (RKO), “Great Gabbo” 
(World-Wide) (1,200; 50-85). About 
$9,000 for five days of “Gabbo” and 
two good days for “Vagabond 
Lover” (Radio); $14,000. 


STRONG FILMS BROUGHT 
GOOD GROSSES TO K. C. 


Kansas City, Dec, 31. 

Although the managers knew 
they were up against an almost im- 
possible chance to break even on 
their overhead, they did not chisel 
the programs. All had strong pic- 
tures, stage shows and “names.” 
Most of them fared a little better 
than expected. 

Theatres are all decorated and 
radiate the season, and all have 
given much publicity to the New 
Year’s Eve shows this evening. 
The Mainstreet is reserving all 
seats at $1. Midland is selling ifs 
show with gifts and noise makers 
added, for the regulation 60 cents. 
The other houses advertise regular 
prices. All -will probably be sold 
out. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s Midland—‘Untamed” (M- 
G-M) (4,000; 25-35-50-60). Kansas 
City claims Joan Crawford as its 
own. But it did not help business 
much until the Christmas holiday. 
Press failed to enthuse over star 
or picture. Vaude., $22,000. 

Mainstreet—“Love Racket” 
(3,200; 25-35-50-60). 








(FN) 
Talker ver- 


sion of stage play, “The Woman on - 


the Jury.” Good. Stage bill of five 
acts. $17,000. 

Newman—‘Marriage Playground” 
(Par) (1,980; 25-35-50-60). One of 
best on street. $11,200. 

Pantages—‘ Most Immoral Lady” 
(FN) (2,200; 25-35-50). Like other 
houses Pan gave strong film drama. 
Vaude among best of season and 
well balanced. $7,900. 

Royal—‘“Hearts in Exile” (WRB). 
This feature was opened Wednes- 


day and gave way Christmas Day 
to “Kibitzer.” Business not so good 
$4,000, 
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Amusements Jom 


Mildly in Rally 


As Pressure of Tax Sales Eases; 


Fox Holds Back: 


ASON ? . 
By Al QHEAS Yesterday’s Prices 
Amusement shares joined mod Leading Amusements 
erately yesterday in a sharp upturn, | ae ad Met 
Sales ign ow. Last s 
due to relaxation of the pressure 52.000 Fox ..... 93% 9) 22 
. > be ‘ ™ 42% 43 
from tax sales and a generally bet- - = on eee = ‘ 49% = r1% 
ter feeling for the early part of the 16.700 R-K-O ... 20% 19 20 +1 
New Year. The group was far from 98 a z ~A vines SO te 
700 "athe , . 2 ' “2 
the van, but showed an encouraging 200 Shu 10 o 10 
disposition to make headway on the 000 W. B... a f 4( 4¢ 1% 
4) 
up side. 5,000 Pathe .... 38 34% 38 +2 
All leading issues opened with 12,000 Shu .S& cate 47% 47% + % 
j 4 | a ( (5 mel | 
gains, Paramount at 50%, up e; | 4,200 Fox Thr.. 5% Bi 3M YX 
Warner Bros., 40%, up 1%, and, 700 Gen Thr.. 27% 27% 28 + % 
RKO, 195, up from 19. | 


As the day wore on most theatre 
issues bettered these figures slight- 
ly and closed. on or near the top. 
Progress was made in spite of con- 
tinued selling for tax purposes, al- 
though this kind of dealings did not 
reach the proportions of the last 
two weeks. 


Tuesday sales had to be for cash | 


instead of the regular way, since 
completion of the ordinary transac- 
tion would carry over until tomor- 
row’s delivery time and be in 1930 
tax year. Cash sales reached totals 
probably never before witnessed on 
the Stock Exchange. Dealings of 
this kind are always done at lower 
prices, due to the urgency of the 
gale, which gives the buyer the ad- 
vantage. Yesterday’s quotations on 
eash transactions were from % to 
a full point below prices made in 
deals the regular way. The extent 
of such dealings probably gives the 
best hint so far of the extent to 
which the tax maneuver figured in 
depression of the last month or so. 
Fox Holds Near 22 


Fox did little either way, repre- | 


senting apparently the deadlock 
which has developed in the trustee- 
ship, with William Fox taking a de- 
termined position and refusing to 
take part in any trustees program of 
reorganization. First hint of change 
in the impasse probably will come 
in a brisk movement in the stock, 
discounting developments before 
they become apparent outside. It is 
because the speculative community 
is waiting for some such sign that 
the stock has been doing little. 

By this time it has been kicked 
around so freely and made the goat 
so often that almost any daring op- 
erator can work it either way by 
means of a demonstration. Yester- 
day it scarcely moved more than a 
fraction from its new resistance 
point at 22 for the bulk of dealings, 
which reached large proportions as 


RKO Up; Par Leads 


v- 
| 

















| : re 
jenthusiasm in any group was not 
| consplcsous over the past week. 
Situation in Fox played directly 
All 


into the hands of the bears. 











EDDIE WHITE 


Says Happy New Year 


Earle 
week 


at 
16th 


Master of ceremonies 
Theatre, Philadelphia, 
and still going strong. 

“Many thanks to Wm. Goldman 
and Harry Shaw for all they have 
done for me.” 

Eddie. 





ithe rumors that found their way 
into print were gloomy and prob- | 
lably had their origin in Wall Street 
In the trade the talk was much more} 
lcheerful, although not what you'd 
leall boisterously optimistic. Status 
' of Fox, as uptown gets it, is that 
| William Fox is at a definite dead- 
\lock with his associate trustees in 
[charge of company interests. 
| The other two trustees, J. E. Ot- 
| terson of Western Electric and Har- 
lry Stuart of Halsey, Stuart & Co., 
jhave certain plans and Fox refuses 
to subscribe to them. What the out- 
jeome will be nobody ventures to 
predict, but the underground to 
Times Square is that William Fox 
is bearing up quite cheerfully, and 
holding his tongue. All that is be- 
ing contributed to the discussion by 
way of rumor and surmise appears 
ito come from downtown, and take it 
| from brokerage comment, it is made 
to look plenty somber. 

Big Sums at Stake 
There are large sums of money at 
stake. This much is pretty definitely 
known. Outstanding among other 
Fox obligations $27,000,000 in unse- 
cured paper. Of that there is an 
unsecured note of $15,000,000 to the 
American Telegraph & Telephone 
Co., and another for $12,900,000 with 
the Halsey, Stuart people on the 
creditor end. 
What part in the maneuvers those 
two chunks of money play is not 
disclosed, but the inference is fairly 
plain that they would be likely to 
dictate caution on the part of Otter- 
son and Stuart, as trustees. Fox is 
said to have made progress toward 
putting his personal affairs as dis- 
tinguished from those of the com- 
pany, in shape. 
Confusion in the internal situa- 





usual. Something definite one way 
or the other is promised before the 
end of the week here. 

Paramount did about as well as 
anything in the group, getting to 51 
in the late dealings and closing 
there, best figure it has held for 
some time, contrasted to its recent 
bottom of 45%. Warner Bros, 
which also is well regarded in the 
group, started at near its best of 
41 and maintained a better attitude 
throughout the session. 

Radio-Keith, which had shown a 
disposition to break into new 
ground higher up, held to its im- 
proved course. Figure moved to 20 
which is the level recommended for 
purchases during the early phases 
of the October break by interests 
close to the company. 

Shubert sold only 200 at 10, tax 
selling apparently having been com- 


pleted during the relatively heavy 


dealings of the day before when 
4,200 shares changed hands and the 
stock touched a new bottom of 8 
flat. Same was true of Pathe. | 
These late cash sales apparently 
were held back with the idea that 
the last day of the year would 
bring better prices generally, prices 
at which stock could be sold with 
a good chance of getting them beck 
in January at near-by levels. Views 
of what the next few weeks will 
bring forth have undergone a 
change. Feeling now is that early 
January ought to see prices well 
sustained while dividend and inter- 
est money finds investment. After 
that the state of business will con- 
trol the trend, which is now ex- 
pected to be moderately lower. If 
a break jis in store, which the Street 
doesn’t admit as freely as it did 
three weeks ago, it probably will be 
deferred unti] after January. 
Erratic Fox 
. Erratic market behavior of Fox 
continued to act as a brake on bull- 
ish enthusiasm for the rest of the 
amusement group, although bullish 


tion is reflected in the stock’s mar- 
ket performance. The trading com- 
munity doesn’t know what is going 
on and the Fox issue is being kicked 
about mercilessly. Shorts sell it 
with complete abandon. Covering 
operations move it up from time to 
time and then sales pressure is re- 
newed. It took two days last week 
to get the “A” stock above 26 and 
half an hour of hammering to drive 
it below 20. Monday it was making 
a stand around 22, ruling fraction- 
ally at that level, when in the half 
hour between 12:30 and 1 o’clock a 
deluge totalling probably 30,000 
shares (that single day’s turnover 
was near 100,000 shares) drove it to 
a new bottom at 19%. 


about the whole campaign. The 
bears seem to have a clear field. 
Support comes in at certain points— 
lately it has been 22, just as it was 
at 34 two weeks ago. Resistance 
points, however, appear to exist 
only by sufferance of the bears. 
They are able to put it at new lows 
at pleasure. 
Dividend a Handicap 

Chart readers have calculated that 
its last resistance point should be 
around 17.and if it breaks that mark 
it could go to almost anything. Feel- 
ing is that no matter what happens 
the dividend will come off after the 
January payment already voted. 
Fact that the dividend is still on is 
more against the stock marketwise 
than not, for the reason that neces- 
sity of conserving cash is so appar- 
ent that disbursement in dividends 
hurt the _ stock’s ticker fortunes. 
Definite passing of dividends, there- 
fore, would be a constructive step, 
in the opinion of market observers. 

Fox is only one of several bad 
spots among the amusements. The 
Shubert mess adds to the gloom. 
Shubert took a new nosedive Mon- 
day to 8, which is new low ground 
on the biggest turnover in weeks, 





That’s the heart-breaking thing |‘ 





Rogell Will Make Own 
Talkers for Tiffany Release 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Deal between Tiffany and Al 
Rogell whereby the latter was to 
make six talkers for the company 
has been revised. Rogell will make 
four, with outside financing, for Tif- 
fany release, 

This keeps Tiffany in adherence 
to Phil Goldstone’s policy of studio 
operation. Rudolph Flothow, now 
with Tiffany in charge of shorts and 
color work, is leaving. He probably 
will join Rogell. 





Sono-Art Rushing 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Sono-Art will make a hurried 
production of “Dark Chapter” star- 
ring Reginald Denny who must re- 
port to Metro on Jan. 27 for a part 
in “Madam Satan.” Instead of E. 
H. Griffith, who could not get to- 
gether with Denny on radical points 
of the story, George J. Crone, who 
was assistant to Renaud Hoffman 
on “Blaze o’ Glory,’ will handle 
the megaphone. Production starts 
Jan. 2. 





Brenon In and Out 

After one week in New York, Her- 
bert Brenon returns to the coast to 
put the finishing touches on the 
editing of Radio’s “Case of Sergeant 
Grisha.” 

Brenon is expected to return to 
New York to attend the opening of 
the picture on Broadway. 





Reicher at Metro 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Frank Reicher, who has been do- 
ing dialog directing for Pathe for 
the past year, has signed a six- 
month contract with M-G-M. 

He will direct most of the foreign 
language versions of pictures made 
on that lot. 





that session. At the same time the 
Shubert 6% bonds slid into new low 
prices at 47 on a turnover of $50,000. 
Monday, of course, was the last day 
for sales for tax purposes and that 
may have had something to do with 
the weakness in both Fox and Shu- 
bert. 

On the other hand the standard 
stocks fared pretty well on that day, 
ending with net gains in most cases. 

Uncertainty in Pathe 

Pathe is the third sore spot. Mar- 
ket doesn’t quite know what the 
outcome of the city inquiry into 
the studio fire will be in relation 
to the fortunes of the company, 
and uncertainty is translated into 
ticker terms in the inevitable way. 
Pathe common repeated its low of 
2% Monday with the 7% bonds 
selling down again at 38, loss of 2 
on the day, but still well above the 
recent bottom of below 30. Pathe 
friends declare the bonds are a 
gift at such prices, but somebody 
continues to sell them. 

Adding something to the already 
discouraging picture is the situa- 
tion of Universal whose $8 pre- 
ferred stock hovers around the 
astonishing price of 28-30 with an 
imposing total of sales for so in- 
active a security (near 500 last 
week). 

Monday’s lows are scarcely a fair 
index for these odd lot issues, how- 
ever. Apparently tax selling in the 
inactive list was held back until 
the last minute and then put 
through on the final trading day 





amounting to nearly 5,000 shares in 


(Continued on page 30) 
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Hollywood Chatter 








Hy Daab-On Copy _ |i 


Emotional action is all-re- 
quisite in successful advertis- 
ing. More verbs and nouns 
and less adjectives get the su- 
perlatives, themselves. 

So says Hy Daab in réveal- 
ing how Radio gave birth to 
its Titan style of copy. 

Daab advises student public- 
ists to study the emotionalism 
which he claims will be con- 
tained in the Radio Pictures 
(the R-K-O) display in “Va- 
riety’s anniversary number 
next week. 

“They will find,” says Hy, 
“that advertising is but the 
fleeting contact of the mind 
and copy. 

“They will find,” he contin- 
ues, “that the style of type 
used will literally climb all 
over them.” 

Subtlety and its ilk are not 
for the show mind. Advertis- 
ing must be socky and showy 





and refiect the enthusiasm and 
sincerity which must imbue 
every copy writer; at least 


while he is writing said copy, 
says Hy. 











Lumas’ Notes in Judgment 


Judgment for $3,145 was awarded 
the Bank of Yorktown in a suit 
brought in New York against the 
Lumas Film. Co.; Sam Sax, the 
company’s president; I. Rogers and 
David Block, to collect payment on 
two promissory notes held by the 
bank through discount. 

The notes were given the bank by 
David Block, insurance agent, and 
represented sums owed by the com- 
pany, it is said, for insurance 
premiums. 

Attorney J. T. Breen represented 
the bank in the suit. Judgment 
was rendered Dec. 24. 





Technicolor’s Expansion 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Two new plants to be finished by 
Technicolor in February will in- 
crease the color company’s’ product 
75,000,000 feet a year. 

Company’ is also negotiating for 
more land on Cabuenga Boulevard 
to build a further extension. Latest 
addition will make four plants in 
operation here. 





‘Sweethearts and Wives’ 


Hollywood, Dec, 31. 
Clive Brook has been loaned by 
Paramount to First National to play 
opposite Billie Dove in “Sweet- 
hearts and Wives.” It is an adap- 
tation of the recent. Broadway flop 

“Other Men’s Wives.” . 
Richard Tucker replaces Brook in 
Par’s “Benson Murder Case.” 
Leila Hyams and Sidney Blackmer 
will also be in the Billie Dove film. 


St. Clair Back with Par 
After a short term with Radio 
Pictures, which he left to join 
Metro in the direction of its first 
western, “Montana,” Mal St. Clair 
returns to Paramount shortly. 
He was with Par for some time 
prior to his short-term contract 
with Radio. 








“Heavenly Twins”—Duncans 

“The Heavenly Twins,” scheduled 
as 2 musical comedy for production 
on Broadway by C. B. Dillingham 
for the Duncan Sisters, has been 
selected instead as the next Metro 
picture in which the Duncans will 
star. 

Into production during January. 


Hughes-March Term 


A three-year contract has been 
issued by Howard Hughes to Joseph 
Moncure March, the poet who in- 
troduced a new rhythm in “The Set 
Up” and “The Wild Party.” 

March wrote the dialog for “Hell’s 
Angels.” 








Ferrone Judgment 

A judgment for $1,504 was filed 
in the N. Y. City court against 
Frank D. Ferrone of the Famous 
Levers Productions by William P. 
Gunshinan, on an assigned claim of 
the Tec-Art-Studios for labor and 
studio services. 





“Raffles” Starting 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. * 
Sam Goldwyn will start produc- 
tion on “Raffles,” Ronald Colman’s 








next starring picture for UW, A. 
around Jan. 15, i 


}cup from .the 


Walter Pidgeon lost his tonsils, 


Warner Oland bugs on_-horticul- 
ture. 

“Montague Giass is completing the 
play he came west to write. 

Harry Wallen is honeymooning in 
the hula country. 

Sam Sax is back after a year in 
the east. 

Wallace Smith, 
wants to act. 


who writes, also 


Lillian Roth is to vacation in 
New York. 
The Irving Thalbergs move home 


to Beverly Hills from Santa Monica, 


Harry Wurtzel kept an appoint. 
ment. He did it to win a hat. 

Charles Judels dialogs as well as 
acts. 


Walter Huston on his way here 
via Canal. 

Nils Asther is hibernating at Mal. 
bou Lake, with no phone, but a pet 
leopard. 

Moe Mark is at the Ambassador 
for the winter. So are M. L. Finkle- 
stein and I. H. Rubin. 

John Emerson in Hollywood for a 


few days, but will winter at Palm 
Beach. Leaves Jan. 10. 

George Watters nursed an annoy- 
ing appendix at home over the hol- 
idays. 


Studios sent out a deluge of elec- 
tric clocks as gifts to scribes. Some 


got three. 

Couple of special cars of film 
celebrities went up for the Stan- 
ford-Army game. 

Pienty of Xmas eve battles. Old 


grudges settled and the cops kept 
away. 

Jimmy Gillespie hosted it for 16 
hours Christmas Day at the White- 
man mansion in Hollywoodland. 

The M-G-M studio commissary 
donated 2,700 free meals to all ths 
studio help, day hefore Christmas. 

Lew Cody was tendered a special 
night'at the last Wampas meeting 
to celebrate his returh to health. 

Jimmy “Hats” O’Neal expected in 
town before returning to N. Y. from 
holiday visit in Seattle. 

John Kirkland, and wife, Nancy 
Carroll, will spend a month in Hono- 
lulu. 

Only 6,968 families 
Hollywood the past year. 
year’s figure 8,397. 

First National and Warner em- 
ployees got. 50% of their weekly 
check as a present from J. L. 
Warner. 

Louella Parsons and Dr. Harry 
W. Martin are to be married Jan. 4 
at Villa Carlotta, Hollywood. At 
home there after Jan. 15. 

Carl Laemmle has invited Presi- 
dent Ortiz Rubio, of Mexico, now in 
New York, here to see how pictures 
are made, 

Sam Taylor returned from Eu- 
rope. He didn’t look at a foreign 
picture or bring a foreign “find” 
home with him, 

Smart new building opened on 
the boulevard a month ago and one 
of the shops is already holding a 
closing-out sale. 

Metro boys who went to the 
train to meet the savages from 
Africa found them dressed Fifth 


moved to 
Previous 


Av@qnue. 
Lew Brice is trying the cafe 
racket. Opening up in the cellar of 


the Christie hotels. 
help. ‘ 

Paul Guertzman divides his time 
between acting and doing odd jobs 
around the Paramount studio pub- 
licity offices. 

Arthur Hornblow, Sidney How- 
ard and Robert McIntyre of Sam 
Goldwyn’s staff have returned from 
New York prepartory to starting 
production Jan. 15 of “Raffles.” 

Henry McCarthy pulls a gag in 
First National’s dining room. The 
boys go for it. Richard Weil 
ships the nifty to “The New Yorker” 
and gets a check for it. 

John McCormack sang midnight 
mass Christmas Eve at St, Monica’s 
Church, Santa Monica. Orders were 
no publicity, but word passed 
around and a great number never 
got inside the church. 

Eastern railroads are getting wise 
to the fact that a lot of picture peo- 
ple are going to suffer from loss 
of option. The N. Y. Central has 
just completed a 40-foot sign on 
Hollywood boulevard telling the pic- 
ture people that the 20th century 
is the best train going east. 

Both Andy Callaghan, Jr. and 
his dad, who is business manager 
of Technicolor on the west coast, 
are wearing puffed-out chests. 
Callaghan, Jr., 15-year old lad, al- 
most* overnight became the most 
important member of the Callaghan 
household by winning the champion- 
ship of Southern California in the 
50-yard swim and a large loving 
Hollywood Athletic 


Sid Silvers will 
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Home Portable Talker Device 
Ready for Market Now by ERP LL. 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Electrical Research Products, 
Western Electric subsidiary, opens 
an intensive sales campaign in the 
west Jan. 2 on its portable talker 
apparatus for homes and educa- 
tional use. 

Campaign will be conducted from 
newly organized educational dis- 
trict offices in Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Portland, Seattle. 


All managers and salesmen at-: 


tended the first general sales meet- 
ing in the west Dec. 26-28 at di- 
visional headquarters in Hollywood. 

ERPI now occupies three floors 
of the Hollywood Frofessional 
3uilding and.is overflowing on to 
a fourth. Western educational de- 
partment,, takes up one of the 
floors. .It has been organized since 
Nov. 1 by P. W. Campbell and now 
consists of four managers and seven 
salesmen, 

A Denver office’ will be opened 
about April 1. 


During the meeting last week 


the educational personnel received 
technical instructions from R. H 
Griest, district supervisor of in- 


stallation; heard an explanation of 
the coast departmental organiza- 
tion of ERPI from H. G. Knox, 
vice-president in charge of the 
western division, and was coached 
in sales by Campbell. 


U SELLS LAB INN. J. 
TO CON. FOR $750,006 


Under a deal closed between the 
Consolidated Film Laboratories, 
largest of labs in the. motion pic- 
ture industry, and Universal, the 
former is taking over the U labora- 
tories in Fort Lee, N. J., at a re- 
ported price of $750,000, 

With U’s sale of the lab it has 
operated for many years on the 
Jersey side, it turns over its print- 
ing and developing business to Con- 
solidated under a long-term con- 
tract. 

Under the terms of this agree- 
ment, according to an inside source, 
Universal will get its laboratory 
work done at a cheaper price than 
by operating its own developing 
plant. 


Par Studio Corrections 


Long Island, 
series of 














Paramount studio, 
makes the following 
denials: 

Louella Parsons said Skeets Gal- 
lagher would appear in and Fred 
Newmeyer would direct “Dangerous 
Nan McGrew.” Taint so. Mal St. 
Clair will direct. 

“Variety” said Lothar Mendes 
would direct the same _ picture. 
Taint so. 

“Variety” said Maurice Chevalier 
would appear in “Strictly Dis- 
honorable” directed by Ludwig Ber- 
ger. Taint so. 





The Holiday Spirit 

With the arrival of the second 
birthday for the star-chamber arbi- 
tration bout between Warners and 
Western Electric, George Quigley, 
Vita head, indicated an armistice 
with: 

“Everything is now very quiet. 


Evidently the holiday spirit pre- 
sides,” 





Columbia’s Writers 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Writers assigned at Columbia; 
Edward Clark to an orginal to be 
directed by Victor Heerman; Nor- 
man Huston for original to be 
directed by Erle Kenton; Dorothy 
Howell, writing “Private Property,” 
for George B. Seitz to meg; Gladys 
Lehmann writing “Temptation.” 





On Writing Staff 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
John Russell and Earl Baldwin 
Were added Monday to First Na- 
tional’s scenario staff. 
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3 P & J Shows 


Three Punch and Judy shows 
on Broadway this year for the 
Holiday period... Tony Sarg, 
Remo Bufana and Sue Hast- 
ings are the trio. 

These annual kid shows only 
stay for the holidays and mop. 


‘GOOD TIMES’ SLOGANS 











FOR ‘JANUARY’ BOOST 
While the regular commercial 
marts are hitting into January 
sales the picture biz is climbing 
aboard an exploitation train for 


bigger grosses.in January. 
is conducting a campaign with the 
slogan “Good Times Are Here,” for 
what Loew’s call its January Festi- 
val Month, whiie R-K-O is aboard 
the prosperity special with a Janu- 
ary Jubilee Month and a slogan, 
“Good Times Are Now Here.” 

Oscar Doob, advertising and pub- 
licity chief of Loew’s, started the 
latter’s drive about a month ago. 
Since that time he has succeeded in 
tying up with several Chambers of 
Commerce where Loew’s theatres 
are located. Among those already 
in tow are Dayton, Reading, Syra- 
cuse, Rochester, Brooklyn, Bronx 
and Houston. 


Par’s Additions 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Alterations and additions are 
scheduled for the Paramount studio 
soon after the new year. 

In addition to a new administra- 
tion building, the improvements will 
include the soundproofing of two 
more stages, bringing the total of 
sounders to 12; a new assembly 
shop for set erection; an extension 
of the monorail system for trans- 
porting sets; erection of two more 
sound projection rooms; the build- 
ing of another portrait gallery; the 
increasing of the capacity of the 
transportation department and the 
construction of a new electrical and 
equipment building. 











Roach’s Economy 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Fal Roach has discontinued his 
publicity department, which has 
been operated by Agnes O'Malley, 
as another move in his campaign 
for economy that begun several 
weeks ago when he sold his string 
of polo ponies. 

The studio has been working 
with a skeletonized force which is 
to be cut even further before the 
closing of the studio on the com- 
pletion of this season’s product in 
February. Without a publicity de- 
partment the routine material for 
Metro’s publicity needs will be han- 
dled ‘by H. M. Walker, story editor. 








“Biggest Pass” 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 27. 

Press passes for opening of 
“Show of Shows” at the Grand in 
Pittsburgh were printed in poster 
type on sheets measuring 29x15 
inches. 

Gag was by Larry Jacobs, with 
sheets marked “The biggest pass for 
the biggest picture.” 





Lowe's Title Role 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Edmund Lowe will play the title 
role in “Louis Beretti” for Fox, in- 
stead of Paul Muni. 
A more suitable story is now be- 
ing sought for Muni’s next picture. 





Glennon With Col. 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Bert Glennon will direct two for 
Columbia. 
First is called “Temptation.” He 
is doing the adaptation. 








Loew's | 








dimabicaal + 
One of the songs in Fannie Brice’s first U. A. talker, “Be Yourself,” 
i takes Otto Kahn, the banker interested in Paramount, as its subject. 
| Title is “Is Something the Matter With Otto Kahn?”, with the banker 
Having heard it and approved its public use, 
J ‘ The song runs: 
“Is something the matter with Otto Kahn 
Po Or something the matter with me? 
. . I wrote a note and told him what a star I would make 
126 Silent Picture Theatres | He sent it back and marked it ‘opened by mistake.’ 
Shut Since Summer In I'd even get fatter for Otto Kahn, as all prima donnas must be; 
I studied with Scotti, if you know what I mean, 
N. Y. and Nearby N. J. He said I had the finest diaphragm he had seen; 








Territory—Afraid of Op- 
position or Cost of Talker 
Reason for Independent 
Exhibitors Closing 


NOT REOPENING 





MANY 


Unable to continue with silent 
pictures in the face of opposition 
from wired houses or afraid to buy 
equipment and fight for existence, 
a large number of theatres are 
closed at this height of: the theatri- 
cal season. Where in former years 
it was difficult around Jan. 1 to lo- 
cated a dark house, hundreds of 


ineighborhood sections in the cities 





|and score upon score of smali towns 


are now represented with picture 
theatres that stand idle. 

That scores will never re-open is 
accepted within better informed 
circles of the industry as more of a 
probability than a possibility, with 
a few houses on record as demol- 
ished and others as permanently 
shut down, the owners either trying 
to sell the property; to decide 
whether to build on the site or 
transform the former picture palace 
into a garage or some other type of 
building. 


In the east, including Greater 
New York, Long Island, Westchester 
County, Staten Island, New Jersey 
and up-State, the number of theatres 
formerly playing pictures and now 
dark, without any apparently defi- 
nite plans for the immediate future, 
is 126. Most ail of these have been 
closed since the summer, many g0- 
ing dark in June and July as in for- 
mer years for the summer only, but 
not re-opening so far this season. 

Since that date only 14 houses 
closed have reopened in this wide 
territory. The same condition is 
declared to be general throughout 
the country, the east being the best 
barometer of the situation every- 
where. . 

Cities in the east, together with 
theatres that have been closed for 
months and are still dark are: 


New York City 

Apollo. 
Bronx Plaza. 
Canal. 
Daytona. 
Endicott. 
Fugazy. 
Golden Rule (Rivington St.). 
Golden Rule (Third Ave.). 
First Avenue. 
Kelton, 
Lyric. 
Monroe. 
Odeon. 
M. & 8S. Palace. 
Regun. 
Rex. 
Royal (Grand St.). 
Tremont. 
Walton. 
Webster. 
West End. 

Brooklyh 
Art. 
Amphion, 
Atlantic. 
Court. 
Eagle. 
Fulton Auditorium. 
Gates. 
Etude. 
Elite. 
Emanuel. 
Fifth Ave, 
Huntington. 
Hendrix. 
Liberty. 
Luxor. 
Loew’s Bijou. 
Montauk. 
Nostrand. 
Palace. 
Park. 
Pearl Movies. 
Sheffield. 
Sheridan. 
Sommers. 
Tip Top. 

(Continued on page 18) 


And if my high C don’t hand Otto a thrill, 


I think my tra-la-la-la_ will.” 











COLOR STILL INDEFINITE, 
BUT TECHNICOLOR’S HAP 


At least 60 cameras and likely 
attachments for the production of 
wide films in color, expected for use 
by June 1 next, in readiness for the 
filming of next season’s pictures, 
and all companies but two indicat- 
ing they will use its process, gives 
Technicolor a Happy New Year's 
start. Not a single producer, so far 


as can be learned, Las reached any 
decision on how deep he will delve 
into tints outside of the decision 
that color is here to stay. 

All indications point to the use of 





Technicolor, providing sufficient 
cameras and equipment can _ be 
made, by all producers excepting 


two—Pathe and Fox. The former 
has its own process, Pathe-Color, 
while Fox has closed a deal with 
Eastman to use its Kodochrome, 
double-emulsion process recently 
brought forward. Fox is building 
its own cameras and apparatus for 
the production of color pictures as 
soon as possible, Eastman remain- 
ing out of the camera manufacturing 
field so far as color films are con- 
cerned. 

Eastman has not closed with any 
of the other front-line producers for 
the use of its process, M-G-M, an 
illy of Fox, preferring Technicolor, 
which, according to Technicolor 
officials, that company will continue 
using. 

Holding Out 

Producers now using or planning 
to color its product with Techni- 
color include Paramount, Warner 
Bros., First National, M-G-M, Unit- 
ed Artists, Universal, Radio, Colum- 
bia and Tiffany. With some, such 
as U. A., Universal and Paramount, 
yet to test the color product they 
have made or are making under the 
Technicolor process, these compa- 
nies as well as others have not ne- 
gotiated contracts with the Tech 
people for the ’30-’31 season, 

Neither Fox nor Pathe has con- 
tracted Technicolor, but that these 
are the only producers who from all 
signs will use no Technicolor at all, 
does not indicate to those who 
would put two and two together 
that they couldn’t have it, if con- 
tracts, based on cameras, could be 
written. At the present not all the 
Technicolor cameras are in use, less 
than a half dozen features, accord- 
ing to the latest check-up, being in 
production in color. Any producers 
are free to use Technicolor, it is 
claimed, if they want it. 

Contrary to belief in some quar- 
ters that either Paramount or War- 
ners, or both, are financially inter- 
ested in Technicolor, there is not the 
slightest tie outside of contracts to 
use the latter’s process, according 
to very reliable authority, Techni- 
color being entirely in control of 
Dr. Herkert T. Kalmus, its presi- 
dent; Judge Travers Jerome and 
others outside of the show business. 

Continuing to turn out one of the 





delicately constructed cameras 
|; weekly, Technicolor is also reported 
|} preparing in advance for the pro- 
| duction of eolor pictures on wide 
| film vd has its engines <peri- 
menting, for the demand when it 
arrives. 





Warners Director of Shorts Says 
‘Variety's Comment on Booking 0.K. 


a 


Directors of talker shorts are 


burned up! 
“Variety’s” sock last week at. the 
brutality of shorts as a whole, and 
particularly the rank judgment in 
booking them has resulted in fierce 
verbal conflict between the directors 
and booking departments. 
Immediate cause of the battle was 
“Variety's” article. excoriating not 
only the three song-barrage shorts 
preceding “General Crack” at War- 
ners, New York, but about all other 


one and two reelers that have played 
this house—mother of sound pro- 
duction, 

Amplifying the comment in 
“Variety,” Murray Roth, chief di- 
rector of shorts at Warners East- 
ern Laboratories, reviewed the 
situation, contending that he has 
been importuning the booking de- 
partment to be at least adult in 
selecting shorts, urging it to show 
a sporting fairness to the directors, 
who take the brunt of criticism 
when, as in the case in point, the 
public suffers hearing three con- 
secutive singing acts, entirely with- 
out comedy and bristling with bore- 
dom, 

*‘T have called attention re- 
peatedly to the fact that the book- 
ing department has manifested the 
poorest and most undiscriminating 
taste in presenting kindred shorts,” 
said Roth. “The genuinely comical 
one and two-reelers have been 
wantonly disregarded in preference 
to operatic and other song shorts. 

“The simplest principles of 
vaudeville—and certainly the fun- 
damentals of variety apply identi- 
cally to shorts—are being over- 
looked, namely: pace, layout and 
comedy. Imagine a vaude bill with 
three acrobatic acts following each 
other!” 

No Song Mania 

Roth maintained that no excuse 
existed for the “song mania.” As 
he put it: 

“The impression is widespread 
that the Brooklyn plant is turning 
out nothing but singing shorts. The 
booking department is responsible. 
We have plenty of laugh products 
on hand and entertaining drama. 
More of them than the strictly song 
stuff. A song short—operatic or 
otherwise—obtains the same test 
any other gets. Not all are bad. 
But the talent is signed and the 
shorts have to be made. When 
properly balanced on a bill they 
have potential merit. When that 
balance is lacking they are dis- 
paraged precisely as a vaude act 
when immediately preceded by 
something similar. 

“In the past few weeks we've 
made comedies of Barton, Oster- 
man, Frisco and nearly a score of 
others, which would be ideal ma- 
terial to accompany a $2 talker. 
The booking department eventually 
must see the obvious error being 
made, as pointed out by ‘Variety.’ 
All the directors want is a break. 
The material is here.” 





Conselman East 
Hollywood, Dec, 31, 

Wm. Conselman, who abandoned 
the post of Pathe producer, is 
on his way to New York to work 
on the continuity of “Whoopee.” 
It will be produced by Sam Gold« 
wyn for United Artists, 
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i Jack Mulhall 
Murder Will Out” 
a “Show Girl in 
Hollywood” 
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F RST NATIONAL 
Gives You THESE 


RICHARD. 


BARTHELMESS 


In Rex Beach's Great Novel 


“SON OF THE GODS” 


With CONSTANCE BENNETT 


Supreme sensation of the century. Biggest production from the most 
popular male star in pictures. Direction by Frank Lloyd and dialog by 
Bradley King. who gave you “Weary River.” Surpasses any Vitaphone or 
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“SONG oF tHe FLAME” 
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Alexander Gray, Noah Beery, Alice Gentle, Bert Roach. 5000 extras. in 
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Petrograd panic: sequence. George Gershwin music. Mammoth sets. 
Already the talk of the trade 
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“BRIDE «. REGIMENT” 


All Technicolor with Vivienne Segal, Allan Prior, Walter Pidgeon, 
eh 4-1alolo Mi melde Ms i-1allale Mia) Adtlom Soh Amn ae) liao Kelal- 
Thousands of extras. Roadshow bigness 


























Alexander Gray and 
in “Loose Ankles” and and Bernice Claire 
“?t*urder on the Second in “Spring Is Here” 
Floor” and “Song of the 
Fiame” 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. Loretta Young 


in “Loose Ankles” 
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RAMON NOVARRO in 
DEVIL MAY CARE 


Thrilling Musical Romance S. R. O. at 
$2 Astor, N. Y. “‘The Pagan” was a 
winner, but wait till they see this! 


OT 





ee id 


NORMA SHEARER in 
THEIR OWN DESIRE 


It’s-got the class of “‘Mrs. Cheyney” 
plus a box office quality that Norma 
gave you in “His Secretary.”’ Sure-fire! 














CHARLES KING 
BESSIE LOVE in 
CHASING RAINBOWS 
The “Broadway Melody” pair click 


again in another road-show-size audi- 
ence hit! With Technicolor. 


+ 











WILLIAM HAINES in. 
NAVY BLUES 


All the fun of Bill Haines combined 
with the strongest dramatic love story 


he’s ever had! 











DUNCAN SISTERS in 
IT’S A GREAT LIFE 


A grand show of loves, laughs, tears 
and swell songs. With Technicolor. 


Res oom 





VAN & SCHENCK in 
THEY LEARNED 
ABOUT WOMEN 


These Big Time headliners in a thrill- 
ing romance of the baseball world. 
How these boys sing! A natural! 








And More Big Ones on the Way! 
Happy METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER New Year d 











§30 





iTS 


ill- 
‘Id. 


































































































































































Wednesday, January 1, 193 









tao : 


Talking Short 





FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 15 











BERT LAHR 

with Bobbe Arnst, Harry Shannon 
Comedy 
16 Mins. 

Beacon, New York : 
Vitaphone, No. 904-5 

Bert Lahr, in musical comedy 
since vaudeville, is equally funny 
for the talking screen. He belongs 
to the low comedy group but with- 
out any stigma of vulgarity or of- 
fensiveness. Frequently uproarious 
and always amusing. 

This release is on two discs, or 
about twice the average length. It 
tells without much need for sense 
or reason the humiliation that came 
to a young man who made his living 
designing pajamas. Stung by the 
haughty laughter of a fair damsel 





the pajama-maker gives up his 
pansy profession, joins the police 
force and captures a bad man. 
Bobbe Arnst looks very cute. 
Land. 
DOUGLAS STANBURY 
With Lyric Four 
“Pack Up Your Troubles” 
Song Sketch 
9 Mins. 
Winter Garden, New York 
Vitaphone No. 918 
Like “Mandalay,” a very similar | 


Pathe short previously viewed in a 
Broadway house, this Vitaphone 
song sketch is but fair entertain- 
ment. The voice of Douglas Stan- 
bury could support something much 
better than the repertoire of songs 
given him here. Other than singing 
it well, Stanbury does nothing with 
“The Road to Mandalay” that other 
baritones haven’t done before. This 
selection is no longer a novelty, no 
matter how backgrounded, when 
sung according .o pattern. 

Scene is a shell-torn villa and the 
characters British soldiers. A quar- 
tet, Lyric Four, makes it just so 
much tougher by singing two num- 
bers before Stanbury even gets into 
focus. The soldiers in the striking- 
ly similar Pathe short were also 
British, but for a better reason. 

Odd that for distribution that is 
confined chiefly to America, an 
American company should use Brit- 
ish soldiers in a situation that could 
have been served by Americans just 


as well. Unless it was consideted 
unpatriotic that our own boys 
should be shown singing while 


thought to be fighting over there. 
Bige. 
MME. ALDA 
“Ave Maria” 
4 Mins. 
Beacon, New York 
Vitaphone, No. 941 
Beautiful voice of Mme, Alda 


handling the church classic, “Ave 
Maria,” against a setting of a con- 
vent’s courtyard. Shortness and 
theme should be borne in mind by 
managers and bookers spotting it. 
Suggested for Christmas, Easter, 
Lent, Catholic towns or neighbor- 
hoods. Land. 


“A NIGHT IN A DORMITORY” 
With Ginger Rogers, Thelma White, 
Si Wills and Eddie Elkins Band 
Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Hippodrome, N. Y. 

Pathe-R-C-A Photophone 

Another one of Harry Delmar’s 
shorts for Pathe tastefully turned 
out for consumption in any house. 
Enough talent in this one to make 
three or four different shorts. 

That opening bit with the girls 
in the dormitory might have been 
left out to advantage. Doesn’t mean 
anything in itself and has nothing 
to do with what follows, although 
it’s supposed to be a yarn between 
two girls in bed. But as the scene 
doesn’t get a flash back at any time, 
it’s practically wasted. 

Principal layout is a night club, 
where two chumps take the girl 
friends after talking it over pre- 
viously how to beat the check. Gag 
is to start a fight and call each 
other out in the alley for a get- 
away. Old waiter bit is used with 


“the punch turning out when the 


waiter is talked into believing he 
owes them change. 

Meanwhile the specialties go on 
the floor with Eddie Elkins m. c.’ing. 
Thelma White does a neat song 
and dance leading a girl number, 
followed by ‘Ginger Rogers, who 
drops two songs in her usual cute 
Personality way. Si Wills does a 
rube boob in typical vaude manner, 
looking like a possibility for screen 
work. Elkins’ band sounds sweet 
and records very well. Span. 


“THE TRUMPETER” 
War Novelty 
7 Mins. 
Cohan, New York 
Pathe 
Decidedly novel way of providing 
a batch of government war film with 
continuity. Tableaux of screen sol- 
diers in various poses used. 
Dominant note is sounded by a 
baritone who sings the song, “The 
Trumpeter,” between the war 
flashes. Singer's personality and 
voice make assembly entertaining 
and worth general bookirig. 
Waly. 


aping Harpo and Groucho Marx, and 


“AFTER THE SHOW” 

With Jack Pepper 

Comedy, Songs, Dances 

19 Mins. 

Carroll, New York 
Pathe-RCA Photophone 


Although not the best short ever 
made, here’s a two-reeler that iolds 
the interest satisfactorily and for 
its length manages to fare better 
than plenty that have been turned 
out in the past year and found their 
way into the better class first-runs. 


While some of the material is small | 





time vaude and registers accord- 
ingly, there are other spots in the 
short that give it its moments, the 
Jack Pepper songs; the clowning | 
piano number by an unbilled pair 


the bits in which the frankfurter | 
king throwing the _ after-theatre | 


party takes part, all clicking. 

The finale in which Joe Ray’s fair- 
to-middlin’ tenor voice leads a flash | 
number with the chorus ensemble | 
marching out eye-opening creations 
of Milady, is another part ef the 19- 
minute short that should score 
without trouble, 

Opening is weak, with Pepper go- 
ing nance and pulling mild gags | 
with a stage manager feeding, 
some of the wisecracks of 





one of 


| the chorus girls also only third-rate 


vaude. It’s the costumes, probably 
designed by Harry Delmar, who 
wrote the story, that get the girls 
by. ; 

Pepper’s two songs (straight), 
with uke accompaniment, arrive 
about the middle of the short and 
are entirely o. k., with Pepper com- 
paring favorably with Ukelele Ike, 
whose style he borrows. 

Opening is back stage in a the- 
atre, the balance in the banquet hall 
where Bernheimer, the frankfurter 
king (Morgan Morly) has the party. 

Photography clear but in a couple 
spots the recording doés a little 
harm, Char. 


GREGORY RATOFF 
“Ein Echtiger Amerikaner” 
German Comedy 
7 Mins. 
oth Ave Playhouse, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 3339 

One of the two German talker 
shorts used as prelude to Warner’s 
“The Royal Box,” feature talker in 
German. Just a fair short for 
laughs. Will not be entirely com- 
prehensive to quasi-speakers of this 
old world tongue. For natives or 


fluent German speakers and stu- 
dents, oke. 
Gregory Ratoff is assisted by a 


portly high powered business ex- 
ecutive and a young girl as his 
secretary. Comedy revolves around 
the sales ability of Ratoff, who 
breaks into the executive's office 
and attempts to sell various ob- 
jects, 

Each time Ratoff is refused he 
pulls out another object and starts 
the spiel all over. When the ex- 
ecutive picks up phone and can’t 
hear well, Ratoff attempts to sell 
him a different ear piece; when 
the executive complains of a head- 
ache, Ratoff has headache pills, etc. 

Punch is the executive becoming 
exasperated and shooting a few bul- 
lets at Ratoff, who remains un- 
harmed, and to the consternation 
of the executive, discloses that the 
metal vest he wore protected him, 
attempting to sell that to the exec. 


HERSCHEL HENLERE 

Pianolog 

8 Mins. 

Winter Garden, New York 
Vitaphone No. 933 


The “Madcap Musician’s” (billing) 
two brightest stage numbers, one at 
the piano and the other his one- 
piece “jazz band,” send this subject 
over as a pleaser. It can be de- 
pended on to amuse children as well 
as their elders. 

Beyond the advantages contributed 
by camera angling, the screened 
portion of Herschel Henlere’s stage 
routine has not been embellished. 
The picture, of course, always pro- 
vides a chance to see every move in 
close-up, in contrast to the long dis- 
‘tance viewing Henlere gets on a 
stage. With this sort of artist the 
hand and facial movements are 
highly important and photography 
gets them all. As Henlere roixes his 
nut stuff with genuine piano play- 
ing, it must mean something for the 
legitimate part to be seen so clearly. 

Henlere’s talking short routine 
starts with the bouncing collar and 
cuffs and cut-finger gloves intro- 
duction, goes into a short announce- 
ment and piano number. Finish at 
the piano is “Sonny Boy” as the 
masters might have played it. The 
“jazz band,” strictly a laugh nov- 
elty, is a punch closer. 

Following the opening of “Sally” 
at the Winter Garden last week, the 
shorts as a prelude to the feature 
were taken out and others substi- 
tuted, with a change of the booker 
of shorts in Warners. Bige. 





Wells Root from Paramount to U 
scenario department. 
Matt Taylor to scenarize “Carni- 





val,’ Mary Nolan starring, U. 


| decide 


| Sleep 


and | 


FRANK ORTH and ANN CODEE 
with Waller Drehen 
“Miene Frau” (Comedy) 
9 Mins. 
Sth Ave. Playhouse, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 887 


A version of this comedy was 
made by Warners in French and 
English, with the same cast, Sub- 


ject is an old reliable and good for 
laughs wherever German is under- 
stood. -Here it was with Warner's 
all-German talker feature, “The 
Royal Box,” with the majority of 
the audience understanding the 
chatter. Pleased nicely. 

All three characters deliver 
pertly, though in the 


ex- 
attempt to 


make certain none of the dialog is | 
lost, they enunciate too slowly and | 
from | 


That detracts a bit 
naturalness. 


clearly. 
an air of 


Waller Drehen is the husband, | 


married the day before. He informs 
Frank Orth of this in their club- 
room. They both leave for Dre- 
hen’s home, so that Orth may se 
for. himself how beautiful Drehen’'s 
wife is. Ann Codee, as the wife, 
awakens and plays up to Orth. They 
that Orth should sleep in 
their house that night. 

Miss Codee volunteers she will 
alone on. a. day bed while 
Orth and her husband sleep together 
in her bed. 

Whereupon Orth. shoots her 
When Drehen demands an explana- 


tion, Orth replies that she is too 
good to live. 

Interpolated is comedy patter of 
ithe substantial type, all the more 
appreciated by Germans when in 
their native tongue. 

Only for German community 
houses. 


COQODEE AND ORTH 
“Imagine My Embarrassment” 
Comedy 

7 Mins. 

Winter-Garden, New York 


Vitaphone No. 938 

For consistency as laugh getters 
and frequency of appearance, Ann 
Codee and Frank Orth are becom- 
ing. the most standard of talking 
short mixed comedy teams. For 
sheer simplicity of comedy construc- 
tion, “Imagine My Embarrassment” 
bends almost to the level of a Shu- 
bert revue blackout, but the plant- 
ing of an amusing situation right 
off the bat and the playing of the 
veteran pair help it hit a good total 
of laughs. Comedy for wherever 
comedy is wanted, 

Orth does a drape hanger, enter- 
ing the wrong apartment by mis- 
take, awakening the sleeping lady, 
Miss Codee. it’s later discovered 
the lady across the hall is the one 
who ordered the drapes. 

Breakaway suit is dragged in and 
stands up in its old reliable way. 
The woman’s husband is deaf and 
dumb and talks in sign language for 
an extra laugh. Everything so old 
it’s new on the screen and, accord- 
ing to the Winter Garden response, 
equally new to or forgotten by pic- 
ture audiences. Bige. 





“USE YOUR FEET” 


With George Lewis 
Comedy 
18 Mins. 
Stanley, New York 


Universal 


Moderate short they will like in 
the outlying districts better than in 
key cities. It’s U’s fourth of the 
Collegians series, directed by Ben 
Holmes. Like others preceding, this 
one has the small town campus 
stuff with a bit of romantic interest 
interwoven to cinch the flaps,. 

Great spot for a lot of comedy 
bits not here. Also a chance to 
throw in a couple of glee club num- 
bers or any other kind of song 
was muffed. No musical numbers 
other than the score, nicely ar- 
ranged by Bert Fiske. Which all 
leaves some aimless patter built 
around a marathon bike race that 
turns out the one and best item 
in the total two reels, 

Story is weak. Poor girl at the 
college is about to blow because of 
no further dough. Along comes her 
boy friend and enters the bike race 
which carries a prize of a year's 
free tuition. Overcoming a thou- 
sand obstacles he wins by a pedal 
and transfers the prize to his gal. 


Practically all outdoor’ shots 
taken along the ridge route from 
Span. 


Hollywood to Frisco. 


“REVIVAL DAY” 
with Slim Timblin 

Travesty 

10 Mins. 

Beacon, New York 


Vitaphone, No. 3679 


burlesque and vaude, in a Vita- 
hoke Negro sermon. Reading his 
text from a phone book and insert- 
ing wisecracks Timblin has the col- 
lection taken by a communicant 
carrying a live fly in one clenched 
fist while passing the plate with 
his other hand. 

It’s fairly funny throughout but 
with a possible kickback in neigh- 
borhoods where they take their gos- 
pel undiluted and are 
about irreverence, 

Timblin’s diction is occasionally 
less than perfect. Atmosphere 
shots of congregation keeps it away 
from a straight monolog. Produc- 
tion quality okay. Directed b) 





Mack, Land. 








Seven Keys to Baldpate 
(ALL DIALOGUE) 


Radie Pictures production and release. 
RCA Photophone recording and reproduc- 
tion. Richard Dix starred. 
Reginald Barker. 
gers from the George M. Cohan 
Screen adaptation by Jane Murfin. 


play. 
Edward 


Cronjager, camerman, At Carroll, New 
York, Dec. 25 at $2 top, twice daily. Run- 
ning time, 72 minutes. 

William Magee.........sse0.s: Richard Dix 
Mary Norton... .cesesecces ...-Miriam Seegar | 
Hal Bentley... .cscccseceesss Craufurd Kent 

Myra Thornhill....... Margaret Livingstone 

PEE a co ck ates o 6606665 cae a0ae4 Joseph Allen 

Thomes Haycen.......+-- Lucien Littlefield 

Mayor Cargan....cssceces De Witt Jennings 

KOMNEGY sic cccccccccccececes Carleton Macy | 
Mra. Rhodes.....scecseccecses Nella Walker 

MOMs < oc BS dbo c ceseseececseccerd Joe Herbert 

0 Er eres eee ee .Alan Roscoe 

E. Quimby ccnceccoesesedeoe Harvey Clark 

Mrs. Quimby......--e+eeeee0. 


..-Edith Yorke 


“Seven Keys to Baldpate,” in its 


| Radio Pictures talker version, is not 


la $2 picture It is light, mechanical 
film fare which, because of its title 
|and the Geo. M. Cohan association, 
las well as Richard Dix in the lead, | 
| will survive in the weekly change 
houses. 

The screen hasn't availed itself} 


of its unlimited scope in this:transi- | 
tion. Fully 90% of the action oc- 
curs on the country hotel 
room set, projecting with more arti- 
ficiality than clumsy carpentry -on 
the legit boards. 

The theme is brought 
with entrances and exits as 
ous and conventional as when 
ducers began feeling their way 
dialog. Action, generally, is 
typed despite some good Hollywood 
names. What was illustrated a year 
ago is reiterated: that the average 
stage play cannot practically be 
transposed to the screen and hope 


to the film 
numer- 
pro- 
with 


stero- 


cessful. 

Mystery plays have always been a 
problem for the film adapter, and 
“Seven Keys to Baldpate” is no ex- 
ception. Fans that don’t know the 


gon of entrances. Not that each 
with a key to the summer inn in 
winter doesn’t explain his presence, 
through elementary dialog channels, 
before he or she is barely across the 
threshold. More, because the young 
man who never gets ruffled, despite 
shooting and an alleged murder, 
ducks for the finale to his type- 
writer and proclaims that it was 
just his imagination working 
through the novel to win the bet by 
knocking out a novel in 24 hours, 

This is supposed to be a comedy 
with a meller flush. It’s a hybrid 
because of the hack way in which it 
unfolds in spots, and thus burlesque 
gets the laughs. 

Director Barker never lets Dix get 
out of the make-believe side of his 
role long enough to emphasize what 
was hoped to be taken seriously. 
Little Miriam Seegar as Mary Nor- 
ton falls for him before he sees her. 
It naturally follows, more so on the 
screen than in the Post or Cohan 
stage, that she’s a sobbie who can 





“MOONBEAW’S BRIDE” 

With U. S. Indian. Band 

Songs and Band 

10 Mins. 

Rivoli, New York 
Paramount 

Good condensation of the U. 8S. 
Indian Band’s vaude turn and its 
first short. On strength of real In- 
dian novelty it should make the 
grade in all houses. 

Had Paramount decided to make 
this in color it would have been 
better yet, as the aggregation is 
in full redskin regalia. Double ex- 
posure is worked in neatly when 
Chief Shunatona, band leader, does 
his sentimental ballad about the 
Indian of yesterday and _ today. 
Panoramic exterior shots dovetail 
into the number for a good build- 


up. 

Nice photography all around 
starting with silhouette introduc- 
tion where Indian girl sings “Pale 
Moon.” Shifts to a pow-wow, with 
Indians going through native con-~ 
tortions briefly, then the ballad and 
a syncopated hot medley from the 
band for the finish. 


Monte Brice directed. Span. 


“DANCE of the 
(Color) 
Kid Revue 


PAPER DOLLS” 





Slim Timblin, blackface comic of | 


phone transcription of his standard | 


sensitive | 


9 Mins. 
Strand, New York 
Vitaphone No. 3669 
Combination of natural color and 
a bunch of performing children are 
a novelty that should bear weight 
with any audience. 
The animated story-book 
| makes it particularly 
for around Xmas, 


but it’s sightly 
enough for showing any time. Ex- 
|hibs who buy them wholesale and 
| have this one for whenever they 
| want it, might hold “Dance of the 
Paper Dolls” until the next vacation 
week, when the kids are available 
| as customers. Billing it as espe- 
| cially appropriate for juveniles at 
i: time would be as proper. 
| 

| 

| 

} 


Roy Mack, the producer, set the! 


| series of kid specialties nicely, open- 


ing and closing it with a nursery | 


scene—three blond children 
the nurse for a song. Specialty 
| stuff is on another stage. Looked 
like every kid student in the Holly- 
wood hoofing schools was there. More 
of them acrobats and contortionists 
than real dancers, which is the pres- 
ent trend on the professions] stage 
as well Lige. 


asking 


Directed by | 
Story by Earl Derr lay | 


living- 


to be anywhere near similarly suc- |} 


story will be piqued about the jar-| 


theme | 
appropriate | 





{ 
| bod in and out before he marries 
i he., 


| In the tid-bit part of the general 


routine between the roguish small- 
town mayor and his gullible girl 
friend, Mrs. Rhodes, De Witt Jen- 
nings and Nella Walker, are fooling 
so much that they have to snap out 
the meller aspect with just a few 
crisp sentences. 

Margaret Livingstone comes in 
from the blinding snowstorm, made 
more stagey when the studio tech- 


| 


|; nician remembered his “storm de- 
vice,” in a tight-fitting white en- 
|} semble. She goes to the safe, like 
in a limited vaude act. Shortly 
afterwards she spills the reason. 

It all happens like a synopsis of 
what might have occurred. Waly. 


BLAZE O’ GLORY 


(ALL DIALOG) 


Produced Sono Art Productions and 
released through Sono Art-W orld wide, 
Edd Dowling starred Directed by Re- 
nau Hoffman ind George J. Crone, 
Adapted by Mr. Hoffman from Thomas 

| Boyd's story Dialog by Henry McCarty. 
Music by James Hanley. Lyrics by Mr. 
Dowling, James Brockman, Ballard Mac 
Donald, Joseph McCarty Four songs fea- 

| tured: “‘Welcome Home,’’ **The Doughboy’s 
Lullaby,’’ *‘Put a Little Salt on the Biue- 
bird's Tail “Wrapped in a Red Red 

| Rose. Opening to $11 top at Cohan thea- 
tre Dec. 3vU Regular scale, $2. Running 
time, 78 minutes, 
Eddie Williams....... ..+.Eddie Dowling 
Helen.. a be das betty Compson 
Hummel........Ferdinand Schuman-Heinck 
FOOD . ccevcoveosecsenebes ran Darro 
I k : Henry 1] Valthall 
Ly RATOCRET,, 0606 ebas William D ison 
Lb ocebe gene eBeedsenags Ea nrad 
BO yo 000s oe 6640d 0668006 OSS8 rank Sabani 
RPRIOMRROI VOR is 0 es +1005 0'00806b08 The lounders 


Sugared for tears to the point of 
nausea, this is an antique fading 
war stuff out of a courtroom. The 
hokiest kind of melodrama, includ- 
ing dialog, sets and songs. One of 
the poorest recording jobs heard at 
a Broadway opening in months; 
either that or the projection or Ed- 
die Dowling had a cold. Tailored for 
|hoke-minded payees of certain 
grinds. 

Multi-exposures of newsreel 
crowds and Hollywood soldiers, 
with Dowling commencing to cough 
in the front line is quickly faded 
into that courtroom. There Eddie 
hacks until it reacts in the throats 
of the audience. It’s murder, and, 
after formalities as detailed as 
those in any court except challeng- 
ing jurors, Henry B. Walthall com- 
mences his work aS Burke, counsel 
for the defense. 

Then the fadeouts commence. Al- 
ways they return to that courtroom, 
It can be conscientiously recorded 
that the one bit of genuine thrill 
and sob in the.entire production is 
registered by Walthall in the last 
few lines of his summation of the 
war. Those lines, incidentally, are 
without illustrations or theme songs, 

Mr. Dowling surpasses himself in 
encores. He repeats all four, a 
couple of them three or four ‘times. 
One number, called “Welcome 
Home,” he renders thusly in a can- 
teen scene: First as a chorus of 
doughboys. Then as an American 
would sing it. But there’s a sad- 
eyed Tommy Atkins in the screen 
congregation, and he lets it go that 
way. The pals of his night club or 
musical comedy days, Abie and 
Tony, must be honored, so next in 
line are Jewish and Italian versions. 
Just when the crowd is stretching 
for the next fade-in to the court, 
Dowling surprises with another ren- 
dition a la Irish. 

The snappiest number in the can- 
teen, one not included among the 
many credits, is a French ditty. 
Eddie Conrad as Abie, posing as a 
French come-on for his pal Tony, 
played by Frank Sabini, does that, 
and with a dance which is similarly 
funny. 

“Put a Little Salt on the Blue- 
bird’s .Tail,” the first song feature, 
comes when Attorney Burke gets 
down to biz with the jury and 
shows what an up and comer Dowl- 
ing was on the stage at the time 
war was declared. His girl, Helen, 
is in the audience and joins with 
him in dime novel gibberish about 
heroism. 

Betty Compson does the best 
Helen she can, That, unfortunately, 
is mostly overtaxing the glycerine 
and screaming stagily at certain 
times when Dowling faints, and 
others. The “Bluebird” number is 
recalled toward the last few feet 
when the defense is nearing a verbal 
barrage on how Hummel, the guy 
Eddie popped, didn’t know that 
Helen was married and had met her 
while searching for the doughboy 
wno had sacrificed his lungs out of 
kindness to a wounded enemy dur- 
ing a gas attack. 

It’s just before the sailing that 
Eddie, finding time to marry Helen 
only while marching, is able to 
drown out the liner’s whistle with 
his “Wrapped in a Red Red Rose.” 

In the hospital, with his chin on 
the head of the now blind Abie, 
Dowling does “The Doughboy’s Lul- 
laby.” The latter number registered 
| with many as the best of the spe- 








cials. 

The gag that George Jessel used 
in his first talker for Fox, singing 
a Christmas caro: from the Ameri- 
‘ean lines and getting a German 
choral reply from across No Man’s 
Land, is used by Dowling, but less 
effectively. 

Little Frankfe Darro fs worked in 


as a newsboy waif befriended by 
Eddie. The kid is a real actor. Had 
i (Continued on page 24) 
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7 minutes of Janet Gaynor and Charles Farrell 
singing, “Well Build a Little World of Our 4 


r | 
Own.” 





All. dramatized into 
a colorful story of 
young love overcom- 
ing old obstacles. 


3 ‘minutes of George MacFarlane singing, 
“Minstrel Memories.” 


10 minufes of Sharon Lynn singing and dancing, 
“Snake Hips,” featuring Ann Pennington as 
the snake's hips in person, assisted by 60 
dancing fools with hot hoofs. 


2 minutes of Dixie Lee, chorus and dancers) | 


Lyrics and Music by he . 
Y GILBERT & BAER, CONRAD, MITCHELL knocking ‘em dead with “Crazy Feet,” the } 
& GOTTLER, JAMES F. HANLEY, 
es SUSCRMADE aay corneas ant, hottest dance number that ever slid through 
| Story and Dialog by 
ISIDNEY LANFIELD and EDWIN BURKE 3 
Staged by WALTER CATLETT minutes of Marjorie White and Richard Keene 
Dances, staged by EARL LINDSAY eat its d d ; TAL P “ 
Denactad by singing and dancing, |m Ona Diet of Love. 
( ° ° 
BENJAMIN STOLOFF minutes of Victor McLaglen and Edmund 
Presented by _ 7 


WILLIAM FOX. Lowe singing, Vic and Eddie,” in which they 
pledge their undying affection for each other. |. 
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>PY DAY: 


An all star, all talking, singing and 


dancing musical extravaganza with more 
than 100 stage and screen headliners 





un our iu sb 


minutes of J. Harold Murray singing, “A 
Toast to the Girl | Love.” 


minutes of “Whispering Jack Smith crooning 
“Happy Days.” | 


minutes of Tom Patricola’s sizzling stepping: 


side-splitting minutes of El Brendel exposing 
the last word in fashions for men. 


minutes of James J. Corbett, William Collier, and 


Walter Catlett trying to find Jim Jeffries’ glove. 


minutes of the Slate Brothers shaking their 
palpitating puppies in a hot tap routine. 


minutes of incidental tomfoolery by Will 
Rogers, David Rollins, Warner Baxter, George 
Jessel, Rex Bell, Nick Stuart, Frank Albertson, 
Charles Evans, Clifford Dempsey, Paul Page, 
Lew Brice, Farrell Macdonald and GilbertEmery. 


George Olsen and his music is heard a 


. throughout the production 


Each minute is worth 
its weight in gold. 
Start the New Year 
right with this box 
office smash from 


KON 
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3 FULL GRIND SHOWS «= S'S. ce.estser | Girl Killed in Auto Silent Houses © KAT? FAITH IN 
Pine Bluff, Ark., Dec. 31 


nes. reported for the Globe since it | , ” + wee (Continued from page 11) 
MUST FOR $2 HOUSE adopted the strip ticket policy. Elizabeth Stewart, 23, cashier of 


the Sanger theatre here for five Van Buren. 
rr 9 years, was instantly killed and E. Victory. 
Deck at Carroll Jan. 15 A. Almgren of Warren seriously in- New Jersey 




















Converting them into grinds is no} 














solution to the $2 top situation rag Radio’s “Hit the Deck” opens at/jured when the car in which they Arlington, Arineiem, N. J. 
the Broadway legit antiques. Such/|$2 in the Carroll, New York, Jan.| were riding skidded on the ice- Boro Hall, Califon. 
houses, most of which are under} 15. lerusted highway six miles north of Cameo, South Orange. 
1,000 seats, have to do three ca- At that time “Seven Keys to| Warren. The machine overturned Casino, Keansburg. 
pacity grind shows daily in order to| Baldpate” will be moved to the into a ditch, pinning Miss Stewart Capitol, Elizabeth. 

break even: |Globe on a grind. |beneath, but throwing Almgren City, Hoboken. 

Program pictures in the early ex- | |elear of the wreck. Miss Stewart Cameo, Dunnellen. “Publix Opinion,” organ of the 
periment of RKO with the Globe do | Browning’s Exploitation | died in the arms oc met Barby, | Cameo, re Publix theatre chain, in its latest 
not do as well as the roadshow type | Boston, Dec. 31. who was immediately behind the! Columbia, Newars. issue, is carrying a quoted state- 
held up to $2 Harry Browning is the new ex- | *** ked car. Cosy-Bijou. New Brunswick. ment from Sam Katz, Publix chief 

The Radio policy of double dol- | ploitation rep at the Met. His man- Miss Stewart had gone to War- Danforth, Jersey HY. that may be said to predict future 
laring in the Carroll, and then mov- | agerial job at the Uptown will be/ ren to spend Sunday and was re- De Luxe, Newark. replacement of stage units and acts 
ing at grind to the Globe proved/|taken on by A. E. Fowler, trans-|turning home when the accident Eureka, Hoboken. by film shorts. 
well with the lowering of “Rio | ferred from the Fenway. occurred. Fort Lee, Fort Lee. “Short subjects,” Mr. Katz 


Grand, Newark. 
» ai NEE eal : ‘ ne ORE TE BRS. OES Idle Hour, Hamburg. 
Lavallette, Lavallette. 
Lincoln, Newark. 





is ql 
quoted, “are destined to become the 
spice and variety of every theatre 
in America. 
herty. Saverville “I believe that just as we book 
WEST NORT SOUTH |} 2:5 sccm react nov oe” ou 
R H + se as N se " theatres forthe purpose of adding 
‘vetetieeiee: ~seee:< strength ‘to programs, the time ig ? 
Lyceum, East Orange. : 
Lyric. Jersey City. close at hand when we are going 
' - ent Sg = vs to book our short subjects in such 
ox ice mas Manor. Hoboken. , vert : 
Music Hall. Clinton a manner as to give powerful sup- 
ee ee Se ‘ port tothe drawing power of future 
Opera House, New Brunswick. ietures that need help.” 
Opera House, Washington — ; : 


AND NOW IN THE Oxford. Little Falls / Many houses since advent of talk- 


rag ap ers have replaced stage acts with 
Park, Little Milford. : t 


e talking shorts. A number of ds 
Park, Highland Park. a ; 2 
aN “a scale luxers have substituted them for 


-alace anberry. : , 
Palace, Cranberr; units. <A. J..Balaban is in charge 


DUPLICATING Plaza, Jersey City. of Publix of shorts at the L. L 
Rialto, Ridgefield Park. mivsiinis. 


COUNTRYWIDE TRIUMPHS Roslyn, Roselle, i 
Sokol Hall, Little Ferry. 
Strand, Hasbrough Heights. 1926 MERGER SUIT 


Star, Lyndhurst. 




















State, Elizabeth. Seattle Men Sue and Countersue— 

Washington, Orange. Slight Details 

Westwood, Westwood. +a 
Paramount, Brook Lys | vere eric | 4 mote secre in soe 
g Verona, Verona. 1926 has developed into a lawsuit. 
Staten Island Hugh W. Bruen has filed an action 
BOOKED FOR ONE WEEK (NOV. 30) Strand, South Beach, in the N. Y. Supreme Court against 
Capitol, W. New Brighton. the Northwestern Theatrical Enter- 
N. Y. State prises, Inc. and the Universal 
Auditorium, Kingston. Chain Theatrical Enterprises to col- 
HELD OVER Best, Poughkeepsie. ot: 5" aye — to Bruen —_ 
seat : others for theatrical properties anc 
WEEK ( DEC. 7) eee eee stock in Seattle companies. 


Fall View, High Falls. The amount sued for is not 


Firemen’s Hall, Central Valley. stated. It appears that the defend- 
Sn astitings Yonkers ground of alleged misrepresenta- 


WEEK (DEC. 14) Henry Club, Sloatsburg. tions by the sellers of 51% of stock 
Katonah. Katonah in the Progressive Co., owner of a 


New. Saranac Leke. theatre leasehold, as to the value 


North Ave., New Rochelle. of the leasehold and of income tax, A 
Opera House Chester. The plaintif€ has applied through , 
Opera House, Harriman. the law firm of Sullivan & Crom- 


Orpheum, Yonkers. well for a commission to E. Scheid 
WEEK (DEC. 21) wack Yasllters of Seattle to take the testimony of 
Parthenon. Ossining. six witnesses there, including four 

real estate “men, one of whom is 








Playhouse, Pelham. 

Playhouse, ut. Vernon. Edwin F. James, one of the original 

Playhouse, Poughkeepsie. lessees, as to their value. 

Rustic, Howells. Hartman & McKay appear for the 
Sweeney Hall, Maybrook defendants. 





WEEK ( DEC. 28) Washington, Dobbs Ferry. 


Star, Newburgh 


FIFTH and FINAL WEEK "Leng Island AEVERYTHING in RUBBER 


Atlantic Hall, East Quogue. Hor ‘the Stage and Screen 
Arverne, Arverne. 





Arcade, Astoria. COSTUMES 
Bayside, Bayside. ANIMALS 
e Colonial, Corona. NOVELTIES 
Community, Bridgeham. P 
- Hyde Park, Hyde Park. wag = em hy, enn el 
Dale, Farmingdale. 
Wonder Gil Firemen’s Hall, Ronkonkomo. Nopinseal Rubber Mfg. Co. 
Franklin, Astoria. 19 West 18th St. Watkins 962; 


. Flushing, Flushing. 
Garden, Richmond Hill. 
fromKansas ff) 3302 c008 | ———— 
Hicksville, Hicksville, 
Lily, Floral Park. 
Meridan, Astoria. 
Metropolis, Forest Hills. 
Park, Huntington. 
e Playhouse, Cedarhurst. 
B ) State, Richmond Hill. 
usimess oul er Central Park, Central Park. 
The meager list of theatres 
throughout this territory that 
locked during the summer and only 


within the past two months have 
decided to reopen, are: 


Most New York City = 4 R HIR & i 
Bohemian Annex, | | ' 












THEATRE 
Detroit 
Mich. 











BELLE BAKER IN PERSO _ Gem. Pamaer Tone 
UDY VALLEE AND HIS B Astounding Nr an LOOK 
: MEET GENE DENNIS IN oun oun ereath, lao waousn ri 4 





New Jersey 


Teelin, Tselin, 
M | Rivoli, Matawan 
ental Marvels || aches 
Kinlto, Poughkeepate, 


Btate, Newburg 


Woodbridge, Woodbridge, DIALOGUE FOR M-G-M 1 


Long Island 


GENE G ENNIS bien ea ‘i | JOE TaROSE | 





Lee. . . 























Man Diego, Dee, 41 


























i ti WM. MORRIS ” “ ave i ireoe hie announced | 
Bee Wak! Mardi, 1658' Broadway, leis York tween the REO ane Pou teees'l ragtenteicnbtaibe 
Address All Communications Wm. Morris, roadway, New Yor tiated at Gkneden te | ‘ 
The o "i he part of a two- | FOX THEATRES ; 
leony eatore and offivs buliding 
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1 TWO OUTSTANDING STARS IN A’ STAR PRODUCTION OF THE FIRST MAGNITUDE 
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THIS THING 


+ Qe Vea ee Red's - 


“with 


EDMUND LOWE and 
CONSTANCE BENNETT 


and oa brilliant cast including Zasu 





Pitts, Carmelita Geraghty and Stuart 
Erwin. Directed by Paul Stein, Assc- 


ciate producer Ralph Block. 












Be 


The stars attract |] 
from Coast to Coast | 


EDMUND LOWE and CONSTANCE BENNETT are proving a star 
combination that is attracting record-breaking crowds from coast 
to coast. 


Riek. .2 





RRS os emanate i$ 


From Roxy's, in New York, to the West Coast theatres, audiences 
and reviewers acclaim them great in “THIS THING CALLED LOVE.” 


Opening simultaneously in seven of the most important theatres of 
the West Coast chain from San Diego to Portland, Ore., they took . iy 
the Pacific Coast by storm. nt 


a 
: a 
**Beautifully directed .... Constance Bennett lovely ....Edmund ip | 
Lowe splendid,”’ LOS ANGELES TIMES yt 





‘‘ Abounds in brilliant dialogue,”’ LOS ANGELES ILLS. DAILY NEWS 
g *‘“Constance Bennett is the personification of elegance, poised, 
finished and charming,’’ LOS ANGELES TIMES 

And these great gs ~ ; dl heiahte.”” 

° ‘ ‘ nstance Bennett) rises to almost inspire ights 

ones coming: LOS ANGELES EVE. EXPRESS 
oi i 5 ¢ P R 5 T ‘‘Has sure-fire laughter situations, smart lines and a rapidly 
moving plot,”’ PORTLAND MORNING OREGONIAN 


COMMAND 


Scarvad Withain Bard tn & epoctactsler Start the New Year right! Hitch your box 
U. S. Cavalry picture. office wagon to this star combination! 


| PARADE. PATHE 


A thrilling epic of old-time minstrelsy. 
Romantic—colorful—dramatic! ALL MUSIC ALL SOUND ALL DIALOGUE 
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‘IT’S 1930, BROTHERS 


° 
You can’t run your car with 1929 license plates 


or your theatre with 1929-style pictures! 
® 


@ The public’s tastes have changed again! Back-stage pictures are out; Westerns are in. Look at the smash success 
of “THE VIRGINIAN”! @ Old-time stars are out; new stars like Chevalier, Oakie, Helen Kane and others scale the 
b. o. heights. @ Old-fashioned musicals are passé; today “THE LOVE PARADE” is king. Former attempts at 
color talkers pale beside the All-Technicolor gem, Dennis King in “THE VAGABOND KING,” with Jeanette 
MacDonald. @ Paramount saw the change coming and revised production to fit. 31 PARAMOUNT fresh 1930-style 
hits here between now and August. 11 of them not heretofore offered for sale: “PARAMOUNT ON PARADE,” the 
new idea in revues with almost every big star under the PARAMOUNT banner. “THE TEXAN,” with Gary Cooper, 
and “THE BORDER LEGION,” with Richard Arlen, heading a big stampede of outdoor all-talkers. Jack Oakie 
starring in two big shows. “BENSON MURDER 
CASE,” with William Powell, topping “Canary” and - 
“Greene.” “RETURN OF FU MANCHU,” answering 


PARAMOUNT S 
your demand. “YOUNG MAN OF MANHATTAN,” 


greatest of Satevepost serials and hotter than tomor- NEW SHOW WORLD. OF 
row’s headlines. “THE RIVER INN,” with a sensa- 


tional new comedy star. Helen Kane “boop-a-doop- @ 
ing” as “DANGEROUS NAN McGREW.” “MEN ARE . 
LIKE THAT,” the big laugh on the 1930 U. S. male. * 


@ Tkere’s only one way to keep pace with the public: 
PLAY PARAMOUNT! 





Your New Prosperity License 
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SWIVEL-CHAIR MANAGEMENT 


Those necessary articles of furniture—a swivel chair and a desk— 
have ruined more careers for good-men-in-the-making than any 
other destructive influence known to modern civilization. Accord- 
ing to Fred Metzler, Comptroller for Publix, who is the home office 
executive behind the accounting-requirements, swivel-chair theatre 
managers who run their theatres from a desk and never get out 
into their theatre to what is going on about them, are the 


RKO—Taking Over Spoor Machine 


+ 











ewe “ 
ey Pein A 


Admitting that the Photophone 
subsidiary will manufacture Spoor- 
Bergen wide film projectors after 
the inventor has completed the 20 
upon which he is now reported 
working in Chicago, Lieut-Colonel 





W. E.’s 4,212 Wired 


ends the 


Western Electric 
year with 3,212 more installa- 


see 








Charles Ross, new RCA Photophone 
head, Monday stated that under his 
regime everything pertaining to 
films is being transferred to the 
RKO picture interests. 

That Photophone has been over- 
stepping its bounds during the past 
year in flirting with production was 
indicated by the Ross comment. 

Which unit will handle the sale 
of the Spoor machines has not yet 
been decided, according to Col. Ross. 
It will be up to RKO to decide who 
will market it, he said. 


The Spoor patents are owned by 
the inventor, according to the Radio 
legal department, which refused to 
divulge details of the contractural 


agreement. the properties were instituted in|. . we : bik Los Angeles, Dec. 31. iat 
Spoor has closed the local office July, 1928. Bonds were issued by Suite 1405-6 1560 Broadway Harold B. Franklin will add three Before February every Stanier 
Le oe ‘ ¢ 7 | c ne , Rae “ a > T - = a " ae " > > Tet] 7 x y Ss oe { s © o © . . ? ? . se . 23 
and laboratory which he had in the Guaranty Trust of New York, == | new houses to I ox West oast theatre will be swinging the Warner 
the Gramercy studios, since . Col and depositions will be taken Publix R C chain. He will increase the num- sin <Rtade dabeks badees ae 
c ’ ° " a. « Ye « . 
Ross ruled a discontinuance of all |*?rough that office. oute hanges -_ os Reena. rong po ee wee ’ being rechristened. 
picture activities for Photophone, Much fuessw ork amongst the new 1,800-seater to be ready in May. 





Avalon Co. Judgment 
Judgment for $912 was awarded 
the National Theatre Supply Co. in 
a civil suit brought in the Third 
District Municipal Court of Man- 
hattan against the Avalon Amuse- 


7 Houston, Texas, drops presenta- Hollywood, Dec. 31. sentative for Publix theatres, and 7 

ment Enterprises, Inc, pany is none other than the Guar- |tion and Dallas, San Antonio, Des A switch in plans has “Black Harry Dignam, assistant president 9 
The amount represents cost of|anty Trust. Moines and Omaha go from full to| Sheep” instead of “Ladies of the I, A., the differences of local stage- - 
certain theatre equipment sold to 


the latter, who are operators of the- 
atres in metropolitan New York, 
among which is the Avalon at E. 
Burnside avenue and the Grand 
Concourse, Bronx. 

Albert S. Goldberg represented the 
National Theatre Supply Co. 


Judg- Richard Grace to fly in “Young | Dallas, San Antonio and New Or- |rected by Frank Capra, fs being held Guy Oliver as General Grant in 
ment was rendered Dec. 27. Eagles,” Par. leans, 


tions than the close of 1928 
when it had a round 1,000. 

Of the current total all but 
1,031 are in the U. 8. 


CHI THINKS BIRD CO. IS 
THE GUARANTY TRUST 


Chicago, Dec. 31. 
Depositions will be taken in New 
York, and additional evidence will 
be presented here Jan. 13 in the 
foreclosure suit of the bondholders 
against National Playhouses. Origi- 
nal foreclosure proceedings against 











smart boys in show business here as 
to the real identity of the Bird 
Amusement Company, which has 
just acquired the equity on the the- 
atres. Although Fox, Publix, War- 
ner and RKO are known to be in- 
terested in the properties, theatri- 
cal lawyers are figuring it out in 
their own way, that the Bird com- 





Featuring Eddie Phillips 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Eddie Phillips will be featured by 
Warner Brothers in “Those Who 
Dance.” 











They Broadcast 
MARY and MARGARET GIBB 


America’s Only Native-Born 


“Siamese” Twins 
R-K-O Western Office 
E. A. Vinson in advance 


An ARTHUR KLEIN- 
TERRY TURNER ATTRACTION 











Chicago, Dec. 31. 
With Publix circuit trimmed to 
22 weeks and the number of units 
reduced from 29 to 25, effective Feb. 
2, middlewestern route has been re- 
arranged for elimination of two 
units, 


split weeks. 

Units starting with Minneapolis 
as the hub after a week at the Min- 
nesota, will go to Des Moines and 
Omaha and then to Denver, instead 
of Denver second, as in the past. 
From Denver route is the same, 











ones who are constantly 
the deficiencies of their 


up on his juniors 
perfect-sound. 


who were 


active to “be everywhere,” 


cepting his 
everything,” 


assignment. 


always goes with ‘ 





getting dismissed, or 
subordinates, 

Recently one manager was dismissed instead of getting the pro- 
motion he sincerely felt he had earned, because he failed to check 
charged 
Another manager lost 
in his box office, which his surveillance would have prevented, 

When a manager is appointed, he assumes responsibility for the 
actions of everyone under his supervision, 
he cannot know what is going on around 
him, and thus he fails to live up to the agreement he made in ac- 
In order to 
the first thing he must do is to properly organize and 
systematize his time, and activities, 

There is no room in Publix for the haphazard management that 
‘a swivel-chair-and-desk manager.” 


rebuked because of 


with the responsibility for 
out because of irregularities 


If he is not sufficiently 


“be everywhere” and “see 








3 More Fox Coast 


At Salina, Kan., a third house will 
be built for the company to seat 
2,000, while at Bakersfield the in- 
crease will be to three, with one 
seating 1,850. 





COE’S FIRST IN ’30 


Evening’ going in as Columbia’s 
first for the new year, 

Former picture, original by Doro- 
thy Howell, will be directed by 
George B. Seitz. 


“Ladies of the Evening,” to be di- 


up for story reconstruction, 





“Only the Brave,” Par. 


Warner Vice Stanley 


The move is materializing exact- 
ly one year after the brothers ac- 
quired the chain, 





Miami Settled 


Miami, Dec. 31. 
conferences here bé« 
tween Harry Sherman, union repre- 


Following 


hands’ union, No. 545, were adjusted, 
Four Publix houses were involved, 

The recommendations of Sherman 
and Dignam were submitted to Sam 
Katz, Publix head in N, Y., for offie 
cial approval. é 
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Coast To Coast Is Tuning In 


ON RADIO STATION 


Ww L WY a22700 Kilocycles 


CINCINNATI, OHIO > 


To Hear 


LITTLE JACK LITTLE 


The Celebrated Radio Personality 


ON THESE PROGRAMS WEEKLY 


Sunday~—Midnight 

Monday—4:30 P. M. and 7:00 P. M. 
Tuesday~—7:00 P. M. and 11:00 P. M. 
Wednesday—4:30 P. M. and Midnight 
Thursday—11:00 P. M. 


Friday—11:00 P. 


Saturday~—7:00 P.M. and 11:15 P. M. until 2 A. bh. 
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“Greatest 

















Geo. M. Cohan’s stalwart stage classic 


"SEVEN KEYS 
TO BALDPATE” 























“Most hilarious sort 
of melodrama.”’ 

REGINA CREWE 
—N. Y. American. 


“Dashes on its way 
from first reel to last 
without a let-up in 
action.” 
IRENE THIRER 
—Daily News. 


“Grand entertainment 
.. + plenty of action 
to keep audiences 
amused.” 


ROSE PELSWICK' 
—N.Y. Journal. 





“Exciting . .< virtually 
defies derogatory com- 
ment.” 
MORDAUNT 
HALL—The Times.. 


oe 


RROLL,N.Y. 


mystery show | ever saw.” 
Arthur James, Daily Review 


Take: en ‘4 : 
~ ae. ae 





arte 


“ = 
‘~ see rezrinnhc nctetatenitlep cernsg oy “ NS rt ) 
EO 
a et pet Pte 















ata te aalag-9 5 pine 
ee na 


Spt Re reg tnt BA nn Ne Neat 





piicine Sesigheniee 
|e te 
i Ae ne 


wee 

i" 

ae 
i | 

















































































Ce neem = ree te me 


etn te nee ON mame se on rtm 


























24 





VARIETY 





FILM REVIEWS 


Wednesday, January 1, 1930 


———=———= 











o-_- 


~ BLAZE 0’ GLORY 


(Continued from page 15) 
the plea for tears been less strenu- 
ous Frankie would have been one of 
the biggest things in this little pic- 


ture. 
Of course, 


the hard-boiled dis- 


trict attorney was Eddie’s comman- 


der in the war. 
guy Eddie 
there would 


disobeyed; 


have been no 


In fact, he was the 


otherwise 
trial, 


since the murdered man was a Ger- 


man soldier 


reaching 


over’ the 


trenches for a tiny Christmas tree at 


that time. 
It’s all like that, and that’s why. 
Waly. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of a Cecil 
DeMille production Directed by Mr. De- 
Mille Story by MacPherson, who 
did dialog with J Lawson and Gladys 
Ungar. Peverel Marley, cameraman; Doug- 


las Shearer, sound. 

Nagel, Kay Johnson, 
At Capitol, 
Running 
Roger Towne......+++. 


Julia Faye. 
Dec. 27. 


Cynthia Crothers 
Hagon Derk..... 
Marcia Towne... 


Katie Derk........ . 
Life of the Party....e. 






Cast features Conrad 
Charles Bickford and 
New York, week 
128 minutes. 

beocetds Conrad Nagel 
bseheee Kay Johnson 
.--Charles Bickford 
eisvecesies Julia Faye 
««--Muriel McCormac 


A pot-pourri of about all previous 
DeMille efforts crammed into one 
picture. Held up by the excellence 
of the individual performances, the 
lavish production and a mine cave- 


in climax. 


Picture is sure-fire box- 


office fare and is a likely holdover 


entry for some 
unnecessary length. 


spots, despite its 


DeMille apparently has forbidden 


any cuts. 


At least at the Capitol. 


Feature is running foot for foot as 


‘t did on its twice 


daily Carthay 


Circle sojourn last summer in Los 


Angeles, 





eight minutes on the screen is just 
five minutes short of “Wings.” 

A mile, and more, of film can 
come out without impairing the 
story. Superfluous sequences ba- 
sically amount to padding, but in 
lieu of DeMille’s coin oblivious 
hand, many exhibs may not want 
to cut—a tipoff on the strength of 
the production. Besides which it’s 
a disk recording, making curtail- 
ment impossible where the dialog is 
served by platter. 

Those familiar with DeMille’s 
work will see almost a resume of 
his entire screen directing career in 


| this society picture heavily seasoned 
| with dramatic hoke. 
|ties of the social strata involved 


And the an- 


are purely, as usual, the figment of 
the director’s camera imagination— 
as long as they are broad but in- 


| variably intriguing to the film pub- 


lic. Elaborate boudoir, bath, wild 
stew party, rakish Mercedes, fan- 
tastic sport carnival—they’re all 
here, and always in the background 
the shadow of the People as ex- 
pressed, in this instance, by a miner, 
condemned to death, whom the 
spoiled society bud has wed in 
prison on the eve of execution. All 
to comply with a will, leaving her 
millions, in order that she may buy 
another woman’s husband. That 
the laborer is saved from the gal- 
lows: at the lith hour forms the 
knot which the scenario must untie. 

Story’s long, long trail also un- 
winds the gradual urge for each 
other between the he-man and the 
spoiled child of wealth, after he has 
flung her on to a bed with the 
declaration that she’s worthless and 
walked vut. Because she must be 
living with her husband on a speci- 
fied date, Cynthia drives to the min- 
ing town and persuades the miner 


And” its two hours and,to let her move in for a few days. 


A misunderstanding, and the girl’s 
appeal to her polo-playing fiance to 
come and get her, leads to the mine 
catastrophe when the latter’s code 
of honor demands that they both 
go down into the earth to tell the 
husband they’re leaving him. A 
story twist sends the blue-blooded 
boy to the supreme. sacrifice when 
one of the men must explode a stick 
of dynamite as the only chance of 
their escaping from the trap on the 
fifth level. 


and Kay Johnson’s debut in pic- 
tures, a field in which she is set 
after this effort. A handsome girl 
; from the legit stage, she butters the 
iscreen with a world of class and 
ability. Doubtful if*the stage will 
ever see her again, except possibly 
between films, and especially as she 
also possesses a distinct flair for 
comedy—which the studio will even- 
tually discover. A similar thumb- 
nail sketch would 


initial picture tries, maybe the first. 


An excellent actor, and another im- 
portation from the stage, Bickford 


his studio career. 


a memorable impression upon audi- 
ences, Tyler Brooke 


broken up by the unwanted visit- 


bits in the multiple sequences. 
Taking into consideration the pic- 





Release is DeMille’s first talker 


cover, Charies | 
Bickford, as this, also, is among his 


seems destined to be indexed as a 
strong man hero or heavy during 


Conrad Nagel does a nice piece of 
work in the desired polished man- 
ner, and Muriel McCormac, as the 
child sister of the miner, will make 


plays the 
“fool” of the cocktail party, tensely 


ing miner, with that knack of ex- 
aggeration demanded by DeMille 
for these screen occasions. Enough 
people to fill one end of the Yale 
Bowl comprise the rest of the cast, 
flitting in and out for atmospheric 

















J. E. Brulatour, Inc., Distributors 


New York 


black-and-white positive. 


LOW-COST TINTS 


that match every mood in 


SOUND PICTURE 


‘Le widest range of tints ever offered the 
industry is embraced by Eastman Sono- 
chrome Tinted Positive Films. They can be 
used to match every mood in the story, or 
to reproduce the one lighting or tone that 
predominates throughout the picture.... 
In either case Sonochrome gives beautiful 
color. It gives faithfully reproduced 


sound. And it costs no more than regular 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 


ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 


Chicago 


Hollywood 











me 


ture’s almost numberless’ cross- 
currents, “Dynamite” renresénts a 
really outstanding piece of continu- 
ity, manipulation and cutting, re- 
gardless of its footage. Mar- 
ley’s camera work and Shearer’s 
sound are highly proficient. Par- 
ticularly noteworthy are the pyro- 
technics of the “mike” during the 
cave-in. 


DeMille has adhered to his the- 


ory that the public likes its society 


drama piled on as thickly as in the 
Sunday magazine sections of some 
of the dailies. That he is prone to 





now and again overstep is evidenced 
lin the wild ride for a doctor by 
'Cynthia in which she drives down 
la locked wooden garage door to get 
loose, and on the return two-times 
the idea by tearing through a fence 
and over the lawn. This item sim- 
ply takes the edge off the initial 
i piece of business and it looks fool- 
ish. Bursting, of the car through 
the door eould probably be made 
more effective by puShing up the 
“fader” a couple of notches to catch 
the roar of the motor and splitting 
wood, not done at this house and 
hurt thereby. Then there are those 
who may contend that for suspense 
Cynthia should be shown tearing 
over the country roads. 3ut any 
more footage might make it an en- 
durance contest. 

That DeMille’s formula, no mat- 
ter if familiar and long, is right in 
this case, will be verified when the 
box-office figures are tabulated. It’s 
very much a woman’s picture and 
pie for the flaps. What influence 
the pre-released theme song, “How 
Am I to Know?”, will have on the 
returns remains a question. The 
melody has become quite familiar, 
possibly too much so, due to the 
plug accorded it during the late 
summer and throughout the fall. 





Sid. 
THE MIGHTY 
(ALL DIALOG) 
Paramount production and release. Star- 


ring George Bancroft. Directed by John 
Cromwell from original by Robert N. Lee. 
Screen treatment credited to Nellie Revell. 
with adapation and dialog by Wm. Slavens 
McNutt and Grover Jones. At Rivoli, New 







York, on grind, beginning Dec. 28. Run- 
ning time, 74 minutes. 

Blake Greeson.....cescscees George Bancroft 
Louise PatterSon......ee.-.- Esther Ralston 
9 PPPEEPEPTULTTTLL EEL Lee Warner Oland 
Dogey Franks... -»--Raymond Hatton 
PT Tee ...Dorothy Revier 
Jerry Patterson. .--Morgan Farley 
J. Bh. PRCSTIOR . co cccccccececss O. P. Heggie 
<P RPP r re eee Charles Sellon 
Major General.....ccccccesss E. H. Calvert 
Mr. Jameison......cccecsece: John Cromwell 


Paramount has an average good 
program picture in “The Mighty,” 
with George Bancroft naturally the 
draw. As nifty a title as has been 
hung on a roll of celluloid this year, 
but falling short of exactly that in 
merit. Lengthy induction of con- 
glomerated war shots, mostly pre- 
sumably from stock, neither helps 
the picture nor the star. Bancroft 
on the field of battle is not as sus- 
ceptible in color and personality as 
he is in a gun-smoked speak or 
when he’s having a rattling good 
fist joust atop of a staircase. 

Again the war stuff has been done 
to a frazzle. There’s nothing that 
Paramount could do with this film 
to make it any more interesting or 
different, so giving it a wide berth 
seemingly would have been wise. 
With Bancroft primarily a vital dra- 
matic figure, heroically draped, it 
was a waste to throw him away on 
a lot of war scenes that add little 
else but sentimental bosh to his 
general make-up. -Particularly so 
when they start him off just where 
he belongs—the strong-arm gat man 
who lives by his wits, not patriot- 
ism. Maybe it was to square that 
lack of spirit that Blake Greeson, 
the high and mighty, is whisked 
away to war by a couple of puny- 
looking soldiers in a melee that will 
tax the credulity of an fan who has 
a leaning on Bancroft. Those who 
have seen Bancroft in “Underworld,” 
“Docks of New York” and others of 
the kind, will hardly dodge a 
snicker, 

Then, from the despised draft 
slacker, Bancroft rises to graduate 
a major from the ranks, with about 
every known medal pinned on him, 
and yet no actual] action deserving 
of these commendations is seén of 
him. Not as much as a scrimmage, 
only where a young frightened offi- 
cer, nagged by Bancroft, tries to 
make the grade and is knocked over 
to die in the latter’s hands, with the 
assurance he’s made good. 

Half of the film is gone by the 
time the war is over. Bancroft re- 
turns triumphant to deliver the sad 
news to the young officer’s folks 
back home. Arriving, he’s greeted 
by the mayor and the whole town, 
to find himself falling for the dead 
boy’s sister and the straight and 
narréw. One of his old pals drops 
in on the scene and the old days 
take on glamor for Bancroft. ~ 

But there’s the gal, and for her 
sake he accepts a proposition from 
the town to become police com- 
missioner and wipe out infested 
crime. Here’s where the real Ban- 
croft begins to shine. 

Then besides one of those conven- 
tional man and maid fadeouts, leav- 
ing a blinking thought of what 
“Mighty” picture might have been. 

Bancroft is the whole works, but 
a lot of him will be disappointing 
to his fans. Esther Ralston and 
Dorothty Revier are the femme sup- 
ports, both blonde, beautiful and 





becoming in contrasting parts. Ray- 


mond Hatton contributes some ex. 
cellent comedy nifties, and places qa 
deserved niche in the film for him- 
self. Rest of the cast have minor 
assignments, with Warner Oland 
getting the edge. 


though no unusual camera work, 
Cromwell's direction is okay with 
what he had. Span. 


THE ROYAL BOX 


(ALL GERMAN DIALOG) 
Warner Bros. productiq@m and _ release, 
Directed by Bryan Foy from the play, with 
screen adaptation by Murray Roth. Adapte 
jed by Edmund Joseph and Arthur Hurley, 
| Translated into German by Dr. Harry 
Musical score by Harold Levy, 





| Rundt, 








At the 5th Avenue Piayhouse,. New York 
week Dec, 24, Running time, 76 minutes, 
Edmund Kean....++++ses. Alexander Mo'ssj 
Alice DOren.....cccccccessves Camilla Horn 
| SOLOMON... -seseseeveeeeereerns Lew Hearn 
| Countess TOSTOGR > ccccedeccscccess Elsa Ersi 
}Count Toehoek....-..-+..++.6. Egon Brecher 
| H. R. H. Prince of Wales 

William F. Schoeller 
|} Lady Robert....csseccssecsees Leni Stengel 
| Lord Melvill...ccccccccscccess Carlos Zizold 
Mrs. Barker..cccccccccccesses Greta Meyer 
Tommy WidgettsS........+.4. William Gade 
The Bailiff. ....-.-.cccses Seigfried Rumann 


The first foreign tongue talker 
to be made in the United States, 
It is a heavy piece and unwinds 
slowly in the manner of the slow- 
moving European dramas. It is 
nearly devoid of any action, with 
all interest mainly in the 
and one or two situations. Entirely 
|in German, that makes it only pos- 
sible for German communities over 
here. 

Barely a clip without Alexander 
Moissi having more than sufficient 
to say. Nevertheless, it is Moissi 
iwho will G@raw and most likely 
|please the major portion of the 
audience, , 

The story is bereft of any spe- 
cial interest. It is a simple medium 
for Moissi to go through his cha- 
meleon emotions. Taken from the 
stage play the late Charles Coghlan 
made known, it concerns Edmund 
Kean, adored of the English stage 
during 1810 and the secret lover of 
Countess Toeroek, of whom the 
Prince of Wales of his day is en- 
amored. Alice Doren, one of Kean’s 
admirers, visits him, .pleading for 
an opportunity to go on the stage. 
Kean permits her to play Ophclia 
to his Hamlet. 

While in his dressing room, the 
Countess visits Kean, a supposedly 
hot but more laughable love scene 
ensues, 

The Prince and the Count, hus- 
band to the Countess, enter the 
dressing room a few moments after 
the Countess has fled. They see 
evidence she has been there and 
the Prince forbids Kean to see her 
again, 

Kean goes on with his Hamlet, 
with Alice Doren as Ophelia. Dur- 
ing the Shakespearean crossfire he 
becomes momentarily demented and 
traduces ‘the Prince before the 
audience, After that Kean is 
washed up, on and off. 

Moissi’s performance is spotty. 
His voice registered well and was 
distinct. His love scene with the 
Countess drew frequent giggles 
frem the audience in this sure seater 
Lecause of the over dramatic fer- 
vanecy of Moissi. He | sighed, 
moaned, tore his hair and other-: 
wise acted all over the screen.. But 
Moissi is the picture and bound to 
be liked by foreign audiences, al- 
though the Moissi of the stage and 
of the talking film appears to be 
two different persons. 

Camilla Horn as Alice Doren, 
added mainly for her name and 
feminine charm, though the latter 
did not reach up as well as in the 
preceding silents she made on the 
Coast. She is far subordinated, as 
are the rest, to Moissi, but handles 
whatever she has well and dis- 
closes a charming girlish voice. 

Elsa Ersi as Countess Toeroek 
proved a surprise in a role exceed- 
ing that of Miss Horn. Miss Ersi 
owns plenty of s. a. With better 
lighting and camera treatment she 
could be still’more attractive, pic- 
torially. Both her. voice and per- 
formance were liked. 

Supporting all the comedy here, 
Lew Hearn, as Solomon, valet to 
Kean, did the best he could with 
bare comedy lines or situations. 
Characterized nicely. 


POINTED HEELS 


(ALL DIALOG—3% Color) 

Paramount production and release, Cco- 
featuring WiHiam Powell and Helen Kane. 
Directed by A. Edward Sutherland. Adapted 
by Florence Ryerson and John V. A- 
Weaver from college humor story by Charles 
Brackett. Photographed by Allen Siegler. 
At Paramount, New York, week Dec. 27. 
Running time, 62 minutes. 





dialog 


Robert Courtland........... William Powell 
ee ee are Fay Wray 
ee Maas nat bees cexcbucennt Helen Kane 


Fash Nixon....Richard ‘‘Skeets’’ Gallagher 
Donald Ogden..........+++-Phillips Holmes 
A ere ...-Adrienne Dore 
FOO Claro. cccccs bbe geteeéas Eugene Pallette 


Title and players will supply mod- 
erate business in a program way for 
@ light comedy that choked on too 
big a mouthful. 

Said mouthful tries in 62 minutes 
to sell two separate stories, rings in 
several musical interludes, a Tech- 
nicolor production bit and a decid- 
edly skittish domestic bit about 
young hubby playing house in the 
kitchen. Net result is that nothing 
definite is established, and charac- 





ters depart into the eternity of dark- 
(Continued on page 28) 


Photography is good all the way, ' 
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PICTURES 








Whipping Indie Organizations 
By By Holding Out Money Support 


Starving insurgent indie groups 
into submission by withdrawing all 
financial support may be com- 
menced by the producer body after 
the first of the year, with the be- 
lief that the reaction before sum- 
mer will automatically witness one 
national group of exhibitors split- 
ting dues and votes with maker- 
owned box offices. 

Producer affiliated theatres dur- 
ing 1922 paid approximately $75,000 
to the coffers of the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of America and 
Allied, the Abram Myers indie unit. 
The Hays interests, making this 
claim, also asserts that simon pures 
of both organizations did not donate 
a total aggregating over $30,000. 

Managerial salaries in the nation- 


al organizations more than eat up_ 


the dues paid in by the entire in- 
dustry. It is estimated that the 
five managers in Allied, alone, rep- 
resent a gross salary annually of 
$61,000. 

On the Allied payroll Myers het rds 
the list with $25,000 and a five-year 
contract. H. M. Richey, manager 
of the Detroit unit, is next with 
$20,000. Al Steffes, in Minneapolis, 
is reported to get $10,000, while 
Colonel Cole, for his work in Texas, 
is said to draw a modes: six. 

What the producers expect to ac- 
complish next month, getting indies 
and affiliated houses into 32 zones 
within reach of as many Film 
Boards of Trade, and which has 
been temporarily thwarted by Al- 
lied demands, previously printed in 
“Variety,” will witness another gen- 
eral get-together late in January. 
French Lick is the plate set. 

The MPTOA will not suffer by the 
postponement of the new organiza- 
tion. Affiliated houses will continue 
as members since producers will be 
retained on the directorate during 
1930. 

Affiliated theatres, following pub- 
lication of the Allied memo, reveal 
in a single typewritten page their 
perspective on the week at the 
Union League Club. Only one sub- 
ject is entered into with any detail. 
This igs opposition against the 
Myers recommendation that theatre 
building and expansion be restrict- 
ed and regulated. 

Yes, Yes 

First objection -is on the ground 
that it would be in restraint of 
trade. Also: 

“Expansion programs are rarely 
advertised in advance of execution 
and are frequently impossible to 
cancel when once a start is made. 
The whole country and each situ- 
ation in it cannot be canvassed and 
charted.” 

The MPTOA memo proves a per- 
fect yes-yes to every Hays desire. 
On protection it not only concurs 
with the producer, but takes a slap 
at the exhib saying “that the fair- 
minded in our industry are cog- 
nizant of its abuse by some exhibi- 
tors,” 

MPTOA also sides almost word 
for word with the producer dec- 
lination of the Myers’ stand on 
theatre expansion. 





Technicolor’s Units: 


.° Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Andrew Callahan, local head of 
Technicolor, is in New York con- 
ferring with Dr. Herbert Kalmus, 
head of the organization, who just 
returned from a European trip. 

Technicolor during early part of 
year will have several additional 
units to handle other than the studio 
contract business it now has. 





“Nanette” 1st Strand Run 


“No, No, Nanette,” inaugurating 
a run policy for the Strand, New 
York, Friday, is being brought into 
this house to speed its release na- 
tionally, with the opening night levy 
$2 and pop prices thereafter. 

The picture was scheduled for a 
regular $2 run, wih the Central in 
mind as the theatre. 





But One “Laska” 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Universal will not make another 
Screen version of “Laska” based on 
the Frank Desprez poem, but has 
assigned Tom Reed to write an orig- 
inal story, using a few of the inci- 
dents in the original works. 

This was decided after Tiffany 
declared it would make a picture of 
the poem despite Universal had 
made it some years ago. 

Poem out of copyright. 














| the 


| were interested in the theatre deal. 
| Each claims that $352,000 was turn- 





‘SUITS FILED THROUGH 
FOX, BOSTON, NON-DEAL 


Boston, Dec. 31. 

The collapse of the plan of Fox 
to construct a $10,000,000 mercan- 
tile and theatre building on the 
site of the present Hotel Touraine 
at the corner of Boylston and Tre- 
mont streets has resulted in the fil- 
ing of three bills in equity in the 
Suffolk Superior court and the com- 
mencing of a suit for $135,000 
against the Fox Film Company, 
said to represent real estate com- 
missions due for securing the land. 

Solomon Hamburger, now a man- 
ufacturer of shoes but formerly a 
real estate broker, has placed the 
suit for $135,000 against the com- 
pany. . He claims that work ex- 
tended over four years performed 








by him formed the nucleus of the 
plan; that he conceived the idea of | 
obtaining Tamworth street from | 
city of Boston without charge, 
and that if the deal failed it was no 
fault of his. 

The bills in equity have been filed 
against the Atlantic National Bank 
of Boston by property owners who 


ed over to the bank to be used as 
first payments on land that the the- 
atre would be built on. Each claims 
a portion of that money. 

The first bill was filed by George 
L. DeBlois and Robert H. Gardiner, 
trustées since 1895 of the Hotel 
Touraine property and property at 
27 Lagrange street. They claim 
$300,000 is due them as first pay- 
ment, 

The second bill was by Stephen 
W.-Sleeper, Charles F. Adams and 
Richard C, Paine, trustees of the 
property at 36 to 46 Boylston street. 
They claim $48,000. 

The third bill was filed by John 
Roessle, owner of property at 41 
Lagrange street. He claims $5,000. 

The petitioners all allege that 
$352,000 was deposited in the bank 
for the first payments on Dec. 2 by 
the Boylston and Tremont Street 
Coporation, a company organized 
to hold the new titles to the prop- 
erty on which the theatre would be 
built. 





INDIES START “TRUST” 
SUIT IN NEBRASKA 


Omaha, Dec. 31. 

Charging violation of the Sher- 
man anti-trust act, Klassik The- 
atre, Inc., operating in Nebraska 
and Iowa, has filed suit in Federal 
court for $142,500 against Fox, 
F.B.0., Pathe News, Vitagraph, 
Metro, Paramount and United Art- 
ists, all associated with the Hays 
organization. 

Suit charges that in 1928 Fox re- 
fused to sell product to the Strand, 
Newton, Ia., and that the six other 
named companies immediately noti- 
fied Klassik they would furnish no 
more films. House closed July 4, 
1928. Plaintiff asks $47,000 on. that 
count. 

A somewhat similar suit, filed by 
Victor ‘Newton and Thomas H. 
Leddy, owners of a neighborhood 
house, against the Omaha Film 
Board of Trade and nine producers 
on charge of trade restraint has 
been on file in the Federal court 
two years but has not been adjudi- 
cated. Newton and Leddy claimed 
they were refused product because 
of controversy over contract made 
by the previous owner of the house. 





Cleveland’s Newsreeler 


Cleveland, Dec. 31. 
A newsreel theatre is to be opened 
on Euclid avenue near the Public 
Square and new Terminal depot. 
Rumor assigns the experiment to 
Fox. Tentative location will draw 
transient crowds from nearby de- 
pot. 
1st 4 in “Cohens” 
The quartet appearing in original 
“Cohens and Kellys” versions are 
again to be seen in the roles they 








created, George Sidney, Charlie 
Murray, Vera Gordon and Kate| 
Price have been set by Univergal | 


for “Cohens and Kellys in Scotland,” 
talker, 

Picture goes into production on 
the west coast this week with Will- 
iam J. Crabb directing. 





| stopped. 


First Sunday Shows in 
Wheeling Bring Arrests 


Wheeling, W. Va., Dec. 31. 

Deputy sheriffs end police ar- 
rested 22 managers and employees 
of seven Wheeling film _§ the- 
atres here last week when the 
houses opened their initial Sunday 
programs. While a violation of the 
to work on Sunday in West 
Virginia, it is not a violation to 


law 


show 


bath, 

The prisoners posted bonds of 
$500 each, waived preliminary hear- 
ings and were held to the next 
Grand Jury in February. Then they 
returned to their theatres where 


moving pictures on the Sab- 


‘their places had been filled tem- 


porarily and couldn’t be arrested a 
second time, inasmuch 
on one day constitutes a single of- 
fense. 

Wheeling’s first Sunday shows 
were attended by only moderate 
crowds, many remaining away due 
to a fear the shows might be 
Managers would 
whether the experiment will be 
peated. The maximum fine 
working on Sunday is $15. 


SPANISH FILM. PAY 


(Continued from page 4) 
produced here, will be made with an 
eye to fill the demands of.a mar- 
ket of some _ 90,000,000 Spanish 
speaking population. 

As the industry now exists over 
here, there are only a few very 
modest studios in existence. Pro- 
ducers are systematically compelled 
to recourse to public advertisements 
to recruit casts. 


Players are so poorly paid and 
their services so infrequently en- 
listed that they must perforce have 
other vocations, 


Romerito,- Spanish actress, who 
rates as a star in pictures, is only 
a minor player in legit, which is her 
chief source of income, and despite 
the relative ranking, her stage work 
is necessarily accorded preference. 

Carmen Viance, outstanding in 
“The House of Troy,” is a govern- 
ment stenographer in the office of 
the Ministry of the Treasury. 


re- 
for 








Gade’s Stage Successes 


Copenhagen, Dec, 19 

Following the success of Sven 
Gade’s production of “What Price 
Glory,” he repeated himself in 
Stockholm with “Street Scene.” 

“Glory” is at the New theatre 
here. 

Gade has been in Hollywood di- 
recting pictures. He evidences the 
profit of that celluloid experiences 
in his stage direction. . 


Patents 





Washington, Dec. 31 

Another patent has been secured 
on the electrical transmission of 
motion pictures: This one has been 
before the Patent Office since June 
8, 1927. Invention of W. Malm, New 
Orleans, 

Among the new trade marks 
granted by the same office is one 
covering “Silly Symphony,” print- 
ed on a music staff to cover “mo- 
tion pictures reproduced in copies 
for sale.” Another is “The Cinema 
Transforming Screen,” with the 
wording boxed. This as a trade 
name for a motion picture screen. 


On the patents detailed informa- 
tion may be secured on any of the 
following by forwarding 10 cents 
with the name and number to the 
Commissioner of Patents, Washing- 
ton, D. C. Fee is to cover mailing 
and printing costs. 

Camera (motion picture film for 
cameras) H. C. Matthews, 
Filed May 31, 1925. 
Three claims. 1,738,838, 

Framing shutter. K. and J. Ww. 


still 
Los Angeles. 
Ser. No. 195,515. 


Bren- 


kert, Detroit. Filed Nov. 1, 1928. Ser. No. 
316,394. Seven claims. 1,738,945. 

Winding machine for motion picture 
cameras. L, Azarraga, ae, N. Y 
| Filed Apr. 20, 1928. Ser. No. 71,435. 
| Seven claims. 1,739,113. 


with 
Continsouza 


Correction device for cinematographs 
continuously moving films. V. 


and M. B. Combes, Paris, France. Filed 
Mar. 17, 1927. Ser No. 176,229, and in 
France, Apr. 27, 1926, Four claims. 1,739,- 
442. 


Shutter lock for cameras. 
Waterbury, Conn. Filed Nov. 7, 1927 
Ser. No. 231,445. Nine claims 1,740, 122, 
Film hanger. G. W. Hopkins. Cleve- 
land, Ohio. Filed Sept. 15, 1926. Ser. No. 
135,534 One claim. 1,749,175 

Electrical transmission of motion pic- 


J. H. Olcott, 


tures and the like W. Maim, New Or- 
leans, La. Filed June 8, 1927. Ser. No. 
197,431. Three claims. 1,740,930. 


Moving picture projector with five maga- 


izines. D. L. Mantle and G. L. Gordon, 
Pawhuska, Okla. Filed Oct, 2, 1924 Ser 
No. 741,249. Nine claims. 1,740,932. 


as working 


not say | 


VARIETY 











London, Dec. 21. 
Sensation caused by the story of 
the Fox trusteeship. As the cable 
advices from New York said Fox 
was short on fit.ance through short- 
term his 


and the 


notes signed to finance 


purchases of Loew, Inc., 


Gaumont theatres, local excitement. 

It is generally understood a search 
was made of the Gaumont-British 
files 


circles to 


records on the of Somerset 


House by official 
any details of such 


appeared. There was issued from 
the Gresham House, city 
who handle the Ostrers’ 


publicity, a 


agents 
financial 
statement including a 
denial. Whatever the deal there is 
no doubt Fox is obligated to pay 
someone $1,600,000 by 


of British-Gau- 





over here 


| Jan. 15 on account 
|mont stock purchased by or on be- 
| half of 


000. 


Fox to the 


What Will Pearson Do? 

George Pearson of British Screen 
Productions, who merged it with 
‘Argosy Company,: Rayart, Derussa 
|and Staaken Filmwerke A. G. as 
| International Talking Screen Pro- 
ductions, seems to have a _ jinx, 
When the issue was made the ma- 
jority of the underwriters defaulted, 
and the company was short $1,500,- 
600 on this account. 

At the statutory meeting of I. T. 
S. PR. end August Pearson said De- 
russa was doing well and Staaken 
had made $52,500 profit over the 
previous six months. Shortly after 
Derussa blew, with subsequent re- 
pudiation by the Russian Soviet, 
whose concern Derussa had been 
held out to be, 

Shortly after the Derussa crash, 
Staaken also went blah. Herr 
Sklarz, who sold the Staaken stock 
to International Talking Pictures 
(holding. company and _ therefore 
only earns money through profits, 
if any, made by the subsidiaries 
whose stock it controls), then seized 
the Staaken Studios under claims 
by two money-lending concerns he 
controls, Bodengeselischaft and 
Metallum G. M. B. H. Other Staaken 
Filmwerkeé creditors were left’ cold, 
as Sklarz had mortgaged the rest 
of the studio heavily to the Ger- 
mah Zeppelin Company. 

These two Sklarz finance com- 
panies then made over the studios 
to another Sklarz concern, the Film 
Kredit G. M. B. H., which then 
formed the Films Atelier Betriebs 
G. M. B. H. and proceeded to rent 
the studio and draw the pay for it. 
Original creditors are proceeding 
against Sklarz and it seems the 
plant will be put up ‘for auction 
for their benefit, leaving George 


Pearson’s Internatinoal Talking 
Screen Productions with another 
bunch of stock worth nothing or 
less. 
Movements 
S. B. Reid, Western Electric's 
northern division superintendent 


here, sailed on the President Roose- 
velt, returning to W. E. in New 
York. He has been here since May, 
managing W. E.’s Manchester of- 
fice. To Dec. 7 W. E. put in 405 
installations, the last week’s total 
being 10 for the week. 

D. E. Griffiths, First National, 
sailed Dec. 16 on the Leviathan with 
Raymond Myers, European rep. of 
Vitaphone, 





Hyams’ New House 

This 28th the Metropole, Victoria, 
will open with the native song-and- 
dance picture, “Co-optimists,” as 
its first program. It is a 2,000- 
seater, built by Phil Hyams, the 
fellow who sold Broadway, Strat- 
ford and other theatres to Denman 
Pictures Company at the time Gau- 
mont was forming this chain. Met- 
ropole is an atmospheric theatre. 
It will be managed by Robert 
Sowden 


More A. B. C. Theatres 


John Maxwell is taking-over the 
Elephant and Castle theatre, a 
company which Cochran and others 
floated. Stockholders in the exist- 
ing company, of which Cochran is 
chairman, are to get 7%% partici- 
pating preferred stock of the same 
par value as their present holdings 
as a result 6 Maxwell's offer, he 
intending to rebuild the house as 
a picture theatre. 


Bits and Pieces 
As a result of a local campaign, 
Chatham has now gotten Sunday 





British Film Field 


? 








| week. 
| 
see if | 


stock holdings | 


total of $18,000,- 


ee 
France, 








bankruptcy with receiver saying 
failure due to directors’ ignorance 
of film business, 


Shows In and Out 

“Four Feathers” is closing at last 
at Carlton, making way for the first 
Harold Lloyd talker, “Welcome 
Danger,” Christmas week. 

“Gabbo,” at Astoria, second pre- 
release since opening at New Gal 
lery. 

“Greenwood Tree” 
Kingsway, pre-release, 


plays Stoll, 

Christmas 
“Woman Trap” at Plaza not do- 
ing so well. “Rio Rita” fair to 
middling at Tivoli. Empire ditto 
with “Wise Girls,”’ talker. 

Cochran. holding “Shrew” 
Christmas, following with 
geline.” 

First National. has taken “Hate 
Ship” from British International 
for a quota film. Putting it into 
new Metropole Dec. 27. 

Paihe Sound Magazine, news 
reel, got a talker of the Drury Lane 
pantomime rehearsal this week and 
put it in as a long clip 

“Splinters,” war-time all-male 
revue made by Herbert Wilcox as 
a musical talker, opens at the Cap- 
itol Dec, 23 on run, 


in over 
“Evan- 





FRENCH PROVINCIALS WIRE 


12 by W. E—tIn Paris 22 Houses 
Play Sound Pictures 


Paris, Dec. 23. 
Provincial the&tres now wired in 
all by Western Electric, 
now number 12, including the El- 
dorado, Royal Aubert at Lyon; Cap- 
itole, Odeon, Marseilles; Colisee, 
Nimes; Paris Palace, Nice; Broglie 
Palace, Strasbourg: Familia, Lille: 


| Theatre Francaise, Bordeaux; Para- 


mount, Toulouse; 
Colisee, Roubaix. 

In the capital, 17 theatres are 
ERPI wired. Counting the RCA 
Photophone and other indie equip- 
ments, Paris now has some 22 wired 
theatres. 


Opera, Rheims; 


Chatter in Nice 


By Frank 3cully 


Nice, Dec, 20. 


Alice Terry back from Coast. 

William K. Vanderbilts at Monte. 

Sissle’s band due there on Dec, 20. 

Perroquet, nite life club, reopened. 

Mare Klaws have joined Chaun- 
cey Olcotts at Monaco, 

Sir Basil Zaharoff, gambling kink, 
expected by Christmas. 

New hats of dames are copies of 
those worn by English coal heavers. 

W. J. Locke, author, god-parent- 
ing Oliver Cross, grandchild of 
Dame Clara Butt, contralto, 

Frank Ward O'Malley and famille 
have barged in from New Jersey 
via Naples, 

Nellie Harris back from New 
York after selling three new bodks 
of Frank’s. 

Excelsior, grind house here, runs 
three full-length features as its 
regular daily program. 

Frank J. Gould, owning the pala- 
tial Provencal at Juan les Pins, a 
villa at Cannes and the swellest 
casino here, puts up at the Hotel 
Majestic. 

Ralph Korngold, novel writing on 
$500 a year, has again refused a 
$10,000 job in Chi to return to the 
mail order biz, giving himself till 
next spring to click or flop as the 
current Stendahl, 

Price-tilting curve shows normal 
talker climb here as_ elsewhere. 
Previous 32-cent houses vaulted to 
80 cents and a buck with wah-wah 
innovation, Paris Palace went to 
two mats daily—radical departure 
in Nice, where four-hour programs, 
with time out.for tea, are the de- 
manded commodity. 

Palais de la Mediterranee, desper- 
ately trying to get the frightened 
fish past the doormen, is now run- 
ning an early afternoon picture. 
Fee 20 cents, including entry to the 
swellest of caSinos and a full length 
flicker. Current star “The Marvel- 
ous Life of Bernadette,” little giri 
to whom all the miraculous cures at 
Lourdes can be traced. 

Albert Tadlewski, after a sum- 
mer’s workout with Paderewski, ig 
back at his key-pounding racket, 
with Janet Clerico, his 13-year-old 
wonder, returned from America with 
the Chauncey Olcotts. Now adopted 
legally by them, her name is Janet 
Clerico Olcott. Tad’s trek to New 
York is held back pending Pad's 
convalescence from phibitis follow- 
ing an append. op. 

Not known till. this 








moment Mrs. 


opening. Portsmouth, also a naval | Paderewska (right spelling for 
port, will be the next to get it. | Polish), femme of the maestro, was 

Whitehall Film Co., first of the | operated on for appendicitis 12 
'}Quota Floaters, finally sunk in hours after the ivory idol 
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“Barnum was Wrong — [his is 
the Greatest Show on Earth.” 
| a Says M. Pic 10S 


Copy of Telegram Received from Mr. Frank Sardino, Syracuse 


Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 19 


S. E. Morris, Vice-Pres. 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. 
321 W. 44th St. New York 





Perfectly clear that Show of Shows is greatest 
picture in History. Strand Theatre absolutely 
inadequate to accommodate Public Demand. I 
have following Theatres—Empire 1800 Seats. 
Syracuse 2200 Seats. Brighton 1800 Seats. 
All are DeLuxe Houses on Salina Street. Will 


play picture simultaneous run as Strand on 











percentage. Your own terms. Four houses at 





once will provide record gross and sensa- 
_ tional publicity in Picture History. 
FRANK SARDINO, Empire Theatre 

















Frank Fay 









2 Beatrice 
Lillie 


SONG HITS 


**Your Love Is All That I Crave’’ 
**Singin’ In The Bathtub’’ 
“The Only Song I Know” “Just An Hour of Love” 


Published by M. Witmark & Sons 








SINGIN’ IN 22 
THE BATH TuB 
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ST ee toy 


WARNER BROJ. 


| SHOW of 
SHOWS 


In view of the unprecedented demand for prints 


of “SHOW OF SHOWS”, exhibitors are urged to 


| = 

















And 
Here's 
the Copy of Our Reply 


Lmazing ae New York, N. Y., Dec. 19 


Proot Frank Sardino, 
Empire Theatre, 
Syracuse, N. Y. 


make their reservations now to insure early booking. 





Delighted know Show of Shows in your opin- 
ion most outstanding picture history industry. 





Entirely gn || Demand prints this attraction such that even 


“GECHNICOLOR || with two laboratories working twenty-four 
hours each day it is utterly impossible for us 
to supply present commitments or national 
demand. Appreciate your constructive pro- 
posal play this production three houses Syra- 


cuse together with Strand Theatre Day and 





Date. But regret our inability to take advan- 






tage of it. Regards. 
S. E. MORRIS 


x * KO 4* 


Richard 
Barthelmess 





Irene 
Bordoni 






* « 


4% 








{- YOULL NEVER KNOW THE CAPACITY OF YOUR THEATRE 
UNTIL YOU PLAY “SHOW OF SHOWS” 
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POINTED HEELS 


(Continued from page 24) 


ness before they have assumed hu- 
man proportions, 


Cutting is responsible mostly for 
this defect, but was confronted with 
an impossible task of whittling so 
much matter to fit a program 
groove. Some really excellent ef- 
fects are gained by the same cut- 
ting; clipping of emotional scenes to 
eliminate that modern annoyance 
called “dialog-titter,” and on-and- 
off procedure of laugh bits, with 
never a try for milking. 

Advance reports indicated this 
was to be a Helen Kane picture, but 
the story is far from hers. Exhibh- 
itors have the alternatives of fea- 
turing any or all of these names: 
William Powell, Helen Kane, Fay 
Wray and “Skeets” Gallagher. Top 


billing in New York by Paramount | 





was given to William Powell in 
some ads and to Miss Kane in| 
others, 

Mr. Powell is a millionaire ad- 


dicted to theatrical productions. He 
falls for Fay Wray, 
but she announces her engagement 
to another younger millionaire, and 
quits the show. Mother of the 
younger plutocrat cancels his allow- 
ance when informed of the mar- 
riage, so Miss Wray returns to the 
stage to support him while he com- 
poses a jazz symphony. 

Mr. Gallagher is Miss Wray’s 
brother, and married to the tittering, 
argumentative Miss Kane. They 
want to appear in their own show, 
and are backed by Powell because 
Miss Wray also will be in it. Kane 
and Gallagher decide to throw away 
their old low-comedy style and as- 
sume class. To save the show from 
flopping because of it, Powell gets 
the team drunk on opening night 
and they go into a wow hoke rou- 
tine to put the show over for a hit. 

The young millionaire meanwhile 
has separated from his wife, be- 
cause people talked about her sup- 


minor player, | 





porting him, and it also looked like 
Powell was having an affair with 
her. Included in the show is a light 
jazz number he knocked off during 
an odd moment, and it becomes a 
hit. 

Reconciliation between Miss Wray 
and her husband follows, with Pow- 
ell quietly retiring and saying the 
experience was valuable in proving 
to him that there is such a thing as 
love. 

There’s no doubt as to who’s tak- 
ing Adolphe Menjou’s place on the 
Paramount lot. William Powell, 
playing the likeable and only slight- 
ly menacing heavy, gets the story 
gravy. Miss Wray and Phillips 
Holmes as the young married couple 
make no more than an ordinary 
impression in their scattered ap- 
pearances. Mr. Gallagher and Miss 
Kane, the comedy married duo, have 
several periods of humorous dialog, 
and handle them well. 
has a couple of spots for her boop- 
boop-a-doop vocal trademark. She 
photographs pleasantly stout. Eu- 
gene Pallette as Powell’s right-hand 
man in show ventures puts over a 
remarkably clear voice in addition 
to his comedy ability. 

No credits for music. What might 
be a theme song is “Loving,” but it 
has been cut almost to extinction. 
There is much rambling piano mu- 
sic, supposed to be coming from the 
young composer as he works on his 
jazz symphony. Technicolor se- 
quence, production number in 
show, runs about three minutes and 
is hazily unimportant except for 
possible exploitation. 

A. Edward Sutherland’s direction 
is not up to par. Photography by 
Allen Siegler is excellent, including 
a fast-moving camera, trick shots 
and superimposure The tense dis- 
order of backstage opening night is 
expressed forcefully in a few sec- 
onds of whirling, episodic flashes, 

Bang. 











CHARLES 
BICKFORD 


in 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 
“Dynamite” 











_ Max Factor’s Make-Up 


— Osed Exclusively 


The’ease and facility with which you can create a true-to-life characteriza- 


tion with Max Factor’s Make-Up 
of all Hollywood stars. 


When you see Charles Bickford in “Dynamite,” 


remember it is Max Factor’s. 
Your inguiry on any make-u 
tion Adres: Spectal Service 


: Special Service Make-Uj 
STUDIO, HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


is one reason why it is preferred by 96% 


note the make-up...and 


problem will receive tmmediate attention. No obliga- 
Dept., MAX FACTOR MAKE-UP 


Hollywood Blvd. at Highland Ave. 


At All Leading Drug Stores 


Max Factor’s 
PANCHROMATIC 
and TECHNICOLOR 
MAKE-UP 
for the screen 





Max Factor’s 
Theatrical Make-U 
FOR THE STAG 
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Miss Kane | 


the | 


HELL’S HEROES 


(ALL DIALOG) 


Universal production and release. Directed 
by Wilbur Wylans. Adapted by Tom Reed 
from the Peter B. Kyne novel, ‘“Three God- 
fathers."’ In cast: Charles Bickford, Fred 
Kohler, Fritzi Ridgeway, Marie Alba, Ray- 
mond Hatton. George Robinson, camera~- 
man. At Colony, New York, week Dec. 27, 
Running time, 65 minutes. 





“Hell’s Heroes” is gripping and 
real. Unusually well cast and di- 
rected. Any class house can book it 
and not only make money but sat- 
isfy fans with something convinc- 
ingly out of the erdinary. 

The trio of Kohler, Bickford and 
chief reasons for “Hell’s Heroes,” 
from the Kyne novel, registering so 
highly on the screen. Another is 
that the locale is bona fide. Theme 
is distinctly atmosphered with gen- 
uine wasteland and arid desert. 

Commencing like a conventional 
western the production, after a few 
feet, begins getting away from 
Hollywood. The sheriff is told that 
the bank will be robbed and that’s 
what happens. The escape, with one 
member (Hatton) winged, is fast 
and tense. From then on only cac- 
tus sand and heat scenically. 

It is the performance ef these three 
men that makes reelage devoied to 
the sand tramp worth while. Be- 
fore it can tire a horseless covered 
wagon ‘is sighted. Suspense mounts 
with the discovery that ig houses a 
; woman. 


tial mother angle. 

The arrival of the child and death 
of the mother is an excellent dra- 
matic touch quickly relieved by 
adroit comedy in the bathing of the 
nude infant. One line that gets a 
rear from the audience is made while 
ine babe is lying on its tummy. One 
of the onlookers pipes: 

“That rump of his will set right 
well in a saddle.” 

As godfathers of the, child, the 
trio set back to the town they have 
fled. First one succumbs to his 
wounds and the second dies of 
thirst. The finis is tense because 
it is unsweetened. The last of the 
band drinks of the poisoned spring 
for the strength that enables him to 
get the baby into the town’s church 
during Christmas services. Waly, 


TIGER ROSE 


(ALL DIALOG) 


Warner production and release, Featur- 
ing Monte Blue and Lupe Velez. Adapted 
from Willard Mack’s play of same name. 
Directed by George Fitzmaurice. Cam- 
eraman Tony Gaudio. At Beacon, New 
York, week Dec. 24. Kunning time, 63 
minutes, 


Sergeant Devlin. ose. ccesereces 
ececcsesocesess.. Lupe Velez 
EM. Bebl ..«dvceete's evcssseoms,.. HH. B, Warner 
Hector MacCollins,.,seesee..lully Murashall 
Bruce NOorton...scessessessGrant ‘Withers 
PiICrre. .seccscccccccccceeese Gaston Glass 
sceocceccessccesosessose bull Moniara 
Rin-lin-Tin 








-Mcnte Blue 


SCOLty. ecocccccscccseccsssecses 





Fair program melodrama devel- 
oped with some plot changes from 
Willard Mack’s former stage play 
which also was done as a silent 
picture about six years ago, Rather 
mild, however, for the premiere of 
a de luxe mid-town house of 2,600 
capacity. ; 

At this house on opening night 
projection of picture was not good. 
Dialog was clear but photography 
blurred and indistinct. Presum- 
ably due to insufficient amperage 
but possibly printed ‘on tinted neg- 
ative. In any event, it is to be 
assumed that Warners will correct 
the fault and when seen elsewhere 
the audiences will be able to get 
a good look at the actors, 

In general type picture is strongly 
suggestive of the old Warner pro- 
grammers, featuring “Rin-Tin-Tin,” 
in this cast but a much less prom- 
inent doggie than in the days when 
mutts were glorified by Hollywood. 
“Rinty” (as his fans used to call 











IN F. & M. “ACCORDION” IDEAS 


KATYA «x THEODORE 


FEATURED DANCERS 


THANX TO ALICE GOODWIN 


him when art was art) has beén 


| scissored almost out of the pic- 


ture. He now merely peeps through 
his paws and gets patted a couple 
of times. No more saving the ex- 
press train or racing miles for the 
United States Marines. 

Melodramatic punch is a canoe 
race through the rapids. Sophisti- 
cates will giggle a little at the 
abruptness of this sequence, the 
sudden triumph just as it looked 
like disaster, and the final floating 
off on a placid stream of the hap- 
pily reunited lovers, a kind-hearted 
Mounted cop having allowed the 
man to escape, though wanted for 
murder, 

It is, as suggested, a little “dated” 











this minor legend of Manitoba. And 


Hatton as desert rats is one of the| 


The lust motive Is abruptly | 
swerved by substituting the poten- | 


adding nothing to, while it may not 
necessarily hurt, the reputations of 
Monte Blue and Lupe ban = a 





WASTED LOVE 


(Silent) 
(ENGLISH MADE) 

British International production, crediting 
no American distributor, Anna May Wong 
starred. Directed by Richard WBichberg. 
Edited and titied by Alfred Booth, In 
cast: Mary Kid and Henry George. At 
Little Carnegie, New York, week Dec. 28. 
Running time, about 65 minutes. 





“Wasted Love” is wasted footage 
for any house. It’s last chance was 
sacrificed by editing and titling for 
American “consumption.” Promis- 
cuous use of shears has robbed theme 
of any continuity and makes it un- 
ravel like a cumbersome trailer. 

Miss Wong is the only one with 
| the slightest knowledge of what to 
| do before a camera. Director and 
rest function like phoney film school 
boobs first time out. ; 

Something about a beach waif 
trying to be made by two tough 
hombres and falling for the third, 
who rescues her. Story is patch- 
work. Each sequence is wound up 
like a clock. Waly. 


SENOR AMERICANO 


(85% DIALOG—With Songs) 

Universal production and release. “ea- 
turing Ken Maynard Directed by Harry 
J. Brown Story by Helmer Bergman 
| Cast includes Kathryn Crawford, Gino 
Corrado, J. P. McGowan, Frank Yaconelli, 
Frank Beale, and the horse ‘‘Tarzan,’’ At 
Stanley,, New York, one day, Dec. 24, 


Running time, 71 minutes, 


Producers probably didn’t intend 
a de luxer, but this western is a 
far cry in every element of pic- 
ture making from the old, quickie 
cactus screen pans. It demonstrates 
the talker has elevated film pro- 
ducing in a manner suggestive of 
social education—eliminating the 
quickie as an unfit companion to 
the present era of cultivated prod- 
uct. There are 10 opening. minutes 
of silent titles but as a whole this 
film is about the best fare Ken 
Maynard has cooked and sure meat 
for the western fans. 

J. P. McGowan, director of silent 
cowboy pictures, is still acting. 
Though a bit improved he is still 
no great cow catcher as a thespian, 
but assuredly a more pleasant 
character to behold regardless of 
his role because he is not mega- 
phoning. 

Universal demonstrates here an 
effort to lift this type of film out 
of the old oaken bucket. There is 
a plausible story—an honest effort 
at imaginative directing, a selected 
ao and sober consideration of dia- 
og. 

Kathryn Crawford, in the lead, 
does some singing of old Mexican 
and Spanish folk songs. Her voice 
is okay, deep and colorful, but 
fogged in spots by blurred record- 
ing, a thing noticed in some of the 
other actors’ chatter, too. Possibly 
house projection, 

Maynard is his usual fast riding, 
champion rodeo artist. Better as 
an actor because he works more 
reservedly. It speaks well for the 
direction. 

Story is of the days in California 
before annexation to the U. 8S. A. 
Bandit depredations in that country, 
mostly of an American order. May- 
nard as a louey in the U. S. Army 
is the hero who clears the country 
of the crooks, winning the heart 
and hand of the daughter of a rich 
Mexicano—who talks, acts and 
walks like an actor out of work. 





Harry Cording and David Hart- 
ford for “Girl Whe Wasn’t Wanted,” 
Fox. 
Lloyd Whitlock, EB. J. Ratcliffe, 
William Colvin to “Cohens and 
Kellys in Scotland,” U. 
Leila Hyams, Fletcher Norton and 
Alphonse Martel to “Other Men’s 
Wives,” FN. 
Mitchell Lewis added “Strictly 
Business” (Radio). 

Mary Foy in “Dumbbells in Er- 
mine” (WB). 

Maude Turner Gordon added “The 
Songwriter’ (MG). 








TALK OF HOLLYWoop 


(ALL DIALOG) 


Produced by Prudence, Released by 
Sono-Art, Directed by Mark Sandr 
Story by Nat Carr and Mark Sendrich, 
(Nat Carr and Fay Marbe featured. Musie 
by Al Goodman and orchestra. Dancing 
by Lonideff Ballet. Recorded by RCA 
Photophone. At Loew’s New York, one 
day, Dec. 24, one-half double bill. Rune 
ning time, 70 minutes, 
= -__ooOoOoOo— 


Badder than bad. Pei example 
of sound era on how a@ tuixer must 
not be made, One recommendation 
—10 minutes of Nat Carr split up 
in five parts of film. Exploitation 
possibilties n. g. 

To appreciate how film came into 
being exhibitor must travel back 
about nine months when Prudence 
Pictures, Inc., was organized. Com- 
pany’s being came about shortly 
after old Excellent Pictures was 
torpedoed, and a new Excellent was 
born and also went anemic. The 
guiding spirit of both was Sam 
Zierler. He also was the spirit of 
Prudence Pictures—and this film 
is one of his promises. 

The company has made one pice 
ture since its organization—and this 
is it, with Hkelihood that none will 
follow. Not so tough for Sono-Art, 

Story seemingly is about a very 
Jewish type of film producer (bad 
taste in first place) whose acme 
of ambition is to make wisecracks 


in his melancholy periods—just 
about always. He hung his bank- 
roll to a film that turned out to 
be a mess of twisted trailers—but 
didn’t because a chump was the 
only guy of about 20 who took it 
for a big picture. 

This is only a guess as to the 
yarn. As unreeled it would take a 


sewing machine to unwind the tan- 
gled threads. 

One sequence has a_ Russian, 
characterizing an Italian, speaking 
Yiddish. Fawncy! 

Sam Zierler is said to have per- 
sonally supervised the film. 


TANDARD 


BY WHICH ALL STAGE 
ENTERTAINMENT IS 
JUDGED P 





















DOROTHY YOST 


WRITING FOR 








Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 














JONES and HULL 


Featured in F. & M. “SWEET COOKIES” IDEA 


Thanks to FANCHON & MARCO 
Direction SHALLMAN BROS. 




















SAILING—Per S. S. Berengaria; Jan. 4th—SAILING 


Booked by SAMUELS MUSICAL BUREAU 


NOVELLE BROS. 


Now—ROXY, NEW YORK—Held Over for 2nd Week (Dec. 27) 


Thanks to MR. ROTHAFEL and MR. LEONIDOFF 
Opening at Cologne, Germany (Jan. 17), for extended European tour booked by Mr. A. Teichmuller 
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“Exciting— 
one of the most 
‘suspenseful dramas to play 


a local screen in many an equinox.” 
—Detroit Eve. Times, 











“Thrilling Drama. Vivid action 
One of the best acted and most 
thrilling screen dramas 
of the year.” 

—Detroit Daily. 


JOSEPH M. 
SCHENCK Presents 





Pow en So nS 





WASHINGTON 
‘Tense and dramatic. 


Gripping.” —Times, 








The key tie-up arranged at Loew’s 
Theatre, Syracuse. Hundreds of pie 
were distributed in the city with note 6c ss 
to bring it to the theatre and if it un- Moves along rapid 
locked “THE LOCKED DOOR” the lv- and holds attention.” 
holder would get a free ticket. 

—Eve. Star. 








with ROD LA ROCQUE 
Barbara Stanwyck, William Boyd 
Betty Bronson 


ATLANTA | A GEORGE FITZMAURICE Production 


“A thrilling experience for any- 


one susceptible to meldorama.” UNITED ‘ARTISTS 


—Georgian. 
The Perfect All-Talking 
Picture Makers 


“The picture is replete with 
thrills.” —Constitution, 
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NO CHANGE OF POLICY 
FOR GRIND BEACON 


Reports within the Warner or- 
ganization that the brothers are 
casting for a permanent policy for 
the new Beacon, and are considering 
shortly changing from grind to $2 
top, are answered by Spyros 
Skouras: 

‘Its present policy is conspicu- 
ously successful. I wish all of our 
houses were doing the business that 
it is.” 

From other close to 
Skouras, it was gathered that the 
Beacon as a grind is proving a 
problem to the brothers. Long runs 





sources, 


are out, they agree, on several 
scores. One is that with the new 
Hollywood the brothers will have 
four houses in the immediate Times 
Square area. The other is that there 
are not enough two buckers to feed 
them into a house which they now 
classify as neighborhood, 

Grind fare in the Beacon must be 
new and exceptional or else the high 
class 72nd tenants won't buy in, it 
is conceded. Top is now 75c. 

Report said Skouras might change 
the Beacon’s policy on account of 


ithe peculiarly class section, to $1 


top and*three performances daily; 
matinee and two night shows, each 
with reserved-seats. 

The Beacon’s stage can hold pres- 
entations or vaudeville, if -either 
| Should be in demand. 





Kalmine Chief Booker 





Harry M. Kalmine steps up from 


division manager of the New Jersey 
group of Warner houses to chief 


film booker of the entire Warner 


chain. 
Spyros Skouras made the appoint- 
ment. 


15c Grind in L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 
California theatre, once the Met- 
ro-Goldwyn showcase, but long 
dark, now being operated by J. Isen 
as a 15-cent grind. 
Current bill holds two features 
and a minstrel show. 


























A Sensational Return 


TEDDY 


JOYCE 


Youngest Master of Ceremonies to 


Ever Play the 


CAPITOL | 


NEW YORK 


Where He Is Appearing This Week (Dec. 28) 


Direction, LOU IRWIN 


“TOP SPEED” (Musical comedy; 
46th Street).. 


in which one number may click. 


the film. 


racing, for a summer holdover. 


into a fair program talker. 


“CITY HAUL” (Drama, Gil Boag, 


ture to merit screen consideration. 


Picture Possibilities 


“Top Speed”—Favorable 


favorably gct over about four years ago. 
180% of the film public has never heard. 

Motor boat thought opens up many channels with the Harmsworth 
trophy (international annual race for which a foreign country to that 
holding the cup must challenge), the yearly 100-mile sweepstakes in De- 
troit, and the Gold Cup event adaptable as the climax prize. 
once nibbled at this aquatic idea for Dix, but never went through with 





“The Unsophisticates”— 


“THE UNSOPHISTICATES” (Comedy, Harry Delf, Longacre). 
Good idea for an amusing comedy, 





Bolton, Kalmar and Ruby; Chanin’s 


A bet for picture because, as far as known, there has never been q 
full length feature made revolving about a motor boat race. 
idea the only thing in this musical’ 
to the scenarlo, complete new story probably necessary for action. 

Warner Brothers is “angeling” this show, 80. that ties up the score 
Another tune is a revival which rather 


Basic 
s book which would mean anything 


Good melody which probably 


Paramount 


Any quantity of outdoor, water, girls in bathing suits, and boats and 


Bid. 


“The First Mrs. Fraser”—Favorable 


“THE FIRST MRS. FRASER” (Comedy, William A. Brady, Playhouse), 
A well written English drawing room comedy which might be made 


Thee. 





“Death Takes a Holiday”—Unfavorable 

“DEATH TAKES A HOLIDAY” (Drama, Lee Shubert, Barrymore). 
Impressed as much too grim for screen. 
thriller, but figure of death in mortal form hardly diverting. 


Doubtless could be made 
Ibee. 





“City Haul”—Unfavorable 


Hudson). 


Tinsel pattern of grafting politicians, not new and too light in tex. 


Span, 





Unfavorable 


Might do if carefully developed, 
Ibee, 





Amusement 


— 


Stocks Mild 





(Continued 


of the year in the regular way. 
Tuesday’s transactions would have 
to have been for cash, since regular 
way could call for the completion 
of the deal at tomorrow’s delivery 
time which would be in the new tax 
year. 

An example of this kind of deal- 
ings appeared in Orpheum pre- 
ferred. This issue doesn’t normal- 
ly turn over 200 shares in two 
weeks, but Monday there was a 
single sale of 500 shares at 60%. 
Maybe it was mere coincidence but 
an identical transaction as to num- 
tber of shares and price came up on 
the tape less than half an hour 
later. Monday’s sales of the stock 
totaled 1,120 shares, almost a six- 
month supply in normal trading. 

Upturn In RKO 

Tape readers noted that coinci- 
dent with the extreme weakness 
of Fox under attack Monday—when 
it sank to its new low—there was 
a brisk upturn in RKQ, which is 
the only amusement stock that 
seems to have prospered even 
moderately from the confusion in 
the group. Monday RKO got to a 
new high on the movement at 19% 
under heavy dealings totaling more 
than 25,000 on the day. Explana- 
tion probably is the one offered 
here before that traders sense some 
benefit for RKO in the Fox situa- 
tion, interests being related in the 
RKO management and in the Fox 
trustee and banking background. 
In other words, if the ultimate dis- 
memberment of Fox should come 
about or if other amusement in- 
terests took a hand in Fox opera- 
tion, the move would logically be 
of benefit to RKO. The favorable 
performance of RCA might be as- 
sumed to find reflection in Radio- 
Keith except for the fact that it 
has not done so before. Radio has 


from page 10) 


been doing Very well in the trying 
times of the past two months and 
now is reported under the wing of 
one of Wall Street’s strongest pools, 
and with an enormous short interest 
outstanding. Active pool, by the 
way, must be a new clique. Last 
group included M. J. Meehan, who 
now is reported to be completely 
out of play, having liquidated the 
last of his interest’in Radio. At 
one time he was pool manager for 
his group. 
That January Break 

Less and less is befng heard of 
a probable drastic break in Janu- 
ary. Brokerage views are almost 
evenly divided between expectations 
of a zig-zag course of prices and a 
gradual decline of minor propor- 
tions until the general business 
situation, with special reference to 
the motor industry and building 
operations, discloses itself. Market 
is gradually becoming reconciled to 
a quiet six months of business, with 
improvement after July. 

Among the stocks allied to the 
theatre group, American Seating 
did poorly, going to a new bottom 
Monday at 17, another victim ap- 
parently of belated tax selling. 
Theatre Equipment (Curb) cone 
tinued to hover around 26-27, not 
far from its low of 24 with moder- 
ate volume 

Statistics for last week and in- 
cluding Monday: 10 issues lost an 
aggregate of 28 points, while 9 is- 
sues gained an aggregate 9. For 
turned over in largest volume (231, 
000 shares) and Universal pre- 
ferred had the largest drop, 8% 
Seven inssues touched new lows oF 
repeated old bottoms: American 
Seating, 17; Shubert common, 87 
Shubert bonds 47; Fox “A,” 19% 
Fox Theatres 5 flat; Pathe common 
2% and Universal pref. 28. 





Summary for week ended Saturday, Dec. 28: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 

















ea "be 
ig Ow. Sales. Issue and rate. . Chge 
41% 18 1,400 American Seat Sica 6¢ecesenesocs —_ sth “8 —l% 
25% 10 3,100 Consol. Film (2)....... 7° ccccoce 10% 0—iCia4HtC(‘<‘ézaC 

15% 2,100 Consol. Film pfd. (2)..... ssubeed. ce... 1% +4 
264% 150 8,500 Eastman Kodak (8)....scececece 182% 168% 174 +14 
105% 19% 216,000 Fox Class A (4)....., coceeessed. ak 19% 22 —* 
138 7 2,200 Keith pfd (7)..... sdeeddescedcsce OS 73% 73% —2% 
8414 32 23,100 Loew (3%) ...... seccvccerecseee 46% 41 43% +18 
110% 80 400 Do. pid (6%)..scsscccseerseese 85% 85% 8% + 
95 a 200 Do. ex-warrants ......6-..005 . an RE 86 —— 
24 10% 18,300 Madison Square Garden (1%)... 13% 12% 1% —% 
27 21% 400 Metro-G.-M. pfd. (1.89)....... oe §=6928% 2314 23% —» 
955 5G 190 Orpheum pfd. (8)......ccccecees 59% 53 56 rt 
74% 35 42,460 Paramount-Famous-Lasky (3)... 50% 45% 49 +%# 
14% 2% 9,700 Pathe Exchange ..ccccccscccccs Bs 2% 1% +2 
30 4% C700 PRO Ges: Acccccevicccccsecee 6 455 5% —% 
114% 26 582,300 Radio Corp. Soe eee eeeeeeeseees 4355 3554 40% +% 
46% 12 49,600 Radio-K.-O. ..cccccccssscccseses 19 16% 18 + 
74% Rk 3,700 Shubert eet ereeeee Cee eeeeseseeee 10% 9% 10 —— 
93 28 860 Universal pfd. (8)..cccccccccccce 34 28 28 —*% 
64%4 30 102,900 Warner Bros. (4)........0.002... 42 i% 3% —* 
59% 25% 600 Do. pfd. (2.20).........0. an 35 36 vr 

CURB 

36 22 1,200 Columbia Pictures ......ceceee 26" 2 2% —-% 
87% 5% 24,800 Fox Theatres ...-.....*: uses ae 5% % —--2 
6614 2+ 8,100 Gen, Theatre Equip, v.t.c..cores 28% 27 27% — 7% 
494 7% 800 Loew rights ..cccccccccsccccsse 12% 1% 12 = 
19 a SapwOe DOMOER PHOE. caccceccceccecsccc Be % , —*% 
id 9% ones Meets TOOESS 6065000000006000% o -« . 92 = 
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Happy New Year. 

Chris Hagedorn and Harry Namba 
are pinch-hitting for Benway. 
“Happy” is with his folks at Ben- 
way Maple Villa Farm, West War- 
ren, Mass,, for the first time in 
20 years. He will be back here next 
week. 





Saranac is minus Fred Rith;. Richy 
Craig, Jr., Thomas White, Vernon 
Lawrence and Jimmy Cannon, all 
home for the holidays. 





Bobby Hatz is now at 80 Park 
avenue, moving from 37 Church st. 





Oscar Lerraine is doing the trick, 
weight coming on. worry leaving 
him, likes everything but that 25 
below. 





Mickey Walsh says he has played 
his first date since leaving Saranac, 
opening in Newark, another Sara- 
nae cure. 





Elsie McGinn. has put on. plenty 
of weight..and employs her spare 
hours in secretarial work for Mrs, 
Murphy, Supt. of the 80 Park.Ave. 
San. 


© 





Cheerful greetings never come 
single handed. The thoughtfulness 
of many was the cause of. all 
patients here who are show-folks 
receiving from 25 to 100 holiday 
cards and good wishes. 





O'ga Kalinin, who has been abed 
with a bad set back, is now among 
the merry up and around squad. 

Ben Schaffer now puts his shoes 
in Harry Namba’s trunk. It was 
only last summer that they fought 
a deul, with Namba the winner. 
He stabbed Schaffer’s pride in four 
places. 








Richy Craig, Jr., is in New York. 
Two more good reports and he will 
again use the gold headed cane, 
a-la-m. c. 





Weekly Show 

Santa Claus on time. Every one 
afraid he would be held up in Chi-4 
cago...Xela Edwards topped the 
ladies’ list with 21 packages... Allie 
Bagley received a lot of clothes, 
but will have to go to Florida to 
wear em...Andrew Molony got a 
year’s subscription to Variety, as 
a present. It burned him up as he 
is on “Variety’s” complimentary list 
with the rest of us...Oscar Lorraine 
got a wire for more margin...Ethel 
Clouds received’ three rings from 
Vernon. Lawrence, one collect... 
George Neville got a bill, install- 
ment on the CLevy...Dick Kuni re- 
ceived the good news his English 
is better...Fred Rith was notified 
he is not married...The two nurses, 
Small and McDonald, received a lot 
of pills and things...David Mavity 
got a season's pass to the London 
Hippodrome. ..Lilly Leonora received 
a diamond bracelet and an electric 
bed heating pad... Valentine Kincaid 
got two packages of corn plasters 
-..James Williams got a pair of 
Macy’s: sale day slipp:-r- from his 
wife, both for the left foot...Harry 
“Pop” Barrett got a Sears Roe- 
buck catalog...Dr. Edgar Mayer 
and Dr. George Wilson got cards 
for all patients with a good report 
-.-Russ_ Kelley received a_ touch 
for $8...Bobby Hatz got a base- 
ball from Hank Wilson with Connie 
Mack’s name on it...Benway re- 
ceived a book from Al Herman, en- 
titled “How to Cork Up”...Eddie 
Voss received a letter from. his 
agent asking for commission,..It 
was.a happy Christmas for every 
one, so write often to those you 
know in Saranac. 


IN SARANAC 
Show People With Address At 
Present In This Health Resort 
At 80 Park Ave. 
Happy Benway. 





Eddie Voss. 
George Neville. 
David Mavity. 
Babby Hatz. 





At 9 Front St. 
Alice Carman. 
Harry Clark. 
Mike McMamee. 
J. C. Louden. 
Julia Kubas. 





Charles Besnah. 


Leah Temple. 

Frank Kelley. 
Catherine Vogelle. 

Al Hunter, 7 Front St. 
Francis X. Donegan, 
Ave. 

Mae Armitage, 12 Park Place. 
Mae Johnson, 50 Sheppard Ave. 
Helen Curtis, 50 Sheppard Ave. 
Nell Gordon, 50 Sheppard Ave. 
Richard Moore, 7 Front St. 
Chas.-Quinn, 64 Park Ave. 
Jack Nicoll, 50 Sheppard Ave. 


WRITE OFTEN 
To Those You Know In 


SARANAC 


Andrew Molony, 26 Church St. 
Paula Campbell, 26 Church St. 
Ford Raymond, 6 Clinton St. 
Al Pierce, 52 Park Ave. 
Joe Brennan, 46 Sheppard Ave, 
Gladys Bishop, 10 Baker St. 
Andreas Erving, 84 Park Ave, 
James Cannon, 84 Park Ave. 
George Harmon, 34 Park Ave: 
Ben Schaffer, 37 Church St. 
Nick Sullivan, 34 Baker St. 
Edward DeCaro, 72 Park Ave. 
Richy Craig, Jr., 72 Park Ave. 
Joe Donatello, 72 Park Ave. 
Connie Reeves, 42 River St. 
Edith Cohen, 74 Bloomingdale 
Ave,, 
Alice Roth, 32 Franklin St. 
Charles Barret, 302 Broadway, 
Harry Barrett, 302 Broadway. 
Russ Kelly, 19 Broadway. 
Marion Greene, 151 Lake St. 
Dave (D. D. H.) Hall, 106 Park 
Ave. 
Joe Reilly, 54 Sheppard Ave. 
Dorothy Jolsun, Northwoods San 
James Heagney, 6 Military Roard. 
Charlie Bordley, 24 Pine St. 
Left Saranac 
Frank Walsh. 
Thomas Abbott. 


171 Park 








Newcomers 
Nell Gordon. 
Richard Moore. 
Mae Armitage. 
Oscar Lorraine. 
Al Hunter. 
Frank Kelley. 
Catherine Vogrelle 


YOUNG BOY KEPT OFF 


Gerry Society Wouldn’t Issue Per- 
mit to Tommy W>-nder 











Refusal of the Gerry Society to 
grant a permit to Tommy Wonder 
under its age restriction clause, 
forced the boy dancer out of the 
Paramount, New York, this week. 

Wonder was booked for the cur- 
rent stage unit at the Publix house, 
but with the society adamant in 
keeping him off, Publix replaced the 
act with Kendall Cavps at the last 
minute. 

Wonder, who has had previous 
trouble with the Gerry people, will 
continue with the Publix unit out- 
side of New York. 





Richy Craig, Jr., Back 


Richy Craig, Jr., has left Saranac 
and is back in New York looking 
‘fitter than the proverbial fiddle. 


Christina Keenan. 
Angla Papulislis. 





| 





RUTH LOCKWOOD 

of LEAVITT and LOCKWOOD 
In “Hit-Bits of 1929” 

With Ted Eddy and Band, 


the 
Seven Hayden Gloria Girls, Babs 
Day and Gattison Jones and Elsie 
Elliott. 

This week, Jan. 4, Orpheum, San 
Diego, Cal. 

Costumes by Saul Burger Modes, 


Inc. 
Direction CHAS. H. ALLEN 











Jersey Rumpus Over: No 
Backstage 0.K. for Parents 





Fred Lightner threatened to quit 
at the State, Jersey City, Christmas 
Day, when the management refused 
to permit the parents of Lightner’s 
wife and partnex, Mr. and Mrs. Em- 
mett McQueen, to enter their. dress- 
ing room. Comedian was later 
persuaded to drop the idea of walk- 
ing, by his relatives, and worked 
under protest. 


Mr. and Mrs. McQueen traveled 
600 miles by auto through snow 
storms from Mingo Junction, O.., 
to see their daughter on a stage for 
the first time. They timed the trip 
and arrived on Christmas. 


At the theatre, Lightner claims, 
the old folks were forced to wait 
at the stage door until the manager 
arrived. House staff would not ad- 
mit them to the dressing room with 
out the boss’ okay. Lightner avers 
that when the manager, Jack Kiel, 
did arrive, it didn’t help, even after 
an explanation of the circum- 
stances. It was then that Lightner 
declared he wouldn’t go on. 


Kiel replied, from the account, 
that it was okay with him, but 
before walking, Lightner should 
leave his check for the week's 
Salary. The elder McQueens saw 
their daughter the rest of the day 
from orchestra seats and outside 
the theatre, but not in the dressing 
room. 

Lightner is a brother of Winnie 
Lightner. The State is an independ- 
ent Keith-booked house. 





Slaps, Squawks for Smiles; 


Mrs. Jas. Dooley’s Divorce 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 31. 

Just because she smiled at the 
cash customers while making a 
stage exit her husband-partner in 
vaude slapped her and took away 
her song numbers. Mrs. Marie 
Dooley told this to Judge Patterson 
in Common Pleas Court here last 
week, testifying in her divorce suit 
from James Leo Dooley. And as this 
had failed to ruin the act or keep 
it from making dough James Leo 
took the weekly pay checks himself 
and lost them by guessing wrong 


Angeles, Mrs. Dooley complained. 
Mrs. Dooley stated she was 17 

and Dooley 34 when they married. 

James, she said, was always sure 





| Craig put up a consistent battle for 
his health for seven months and 
says he added 22 pounds while in 
Saranac. 

After a while he will go back to 





James A. Wiliams. 
Fred. Rith. 

Oscar Lorraine. 
Harry Namba. 
Xela Edwards. 
Lilly Leonora. 
Allie Bagley. 

Mary Bradin. 
Ethel Clouds. 
Nellie Quealy. 
Helen O'Reilly. 
Olga Kalinin. 
Keith Lundberg. 
Lawrence McCarth: 
Vernon Lawrence. 
Valentine Kincaid. 


Dick Kuni. 
Chris. Hagedorn. 
Viola Allen. 


Anna Mae Powers. 


work, Craig states. A Loew pic- 
|ture house route is all set for him. 





Gleasons at Palace 


Hoilywood, Dec. 31. 
James and Lucille Gleason are 
scheduled for two weeks at the Pal- 
lace, New York. 
Lucille leaves next week for New 


| York by way of the canal. James 
goes later, by rail. 


Marie Prevost’s Act 

Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 

| Marie Prevost, from pictures, will 
ibreak in a singing act at the State, 
|Long Beach, Cal., week of Jan. 3. 


| 


she was smiling at some big mo- 
ment down front. Couple have 
three children. Dooley, his 
says, is living in Los Angeles. 





Steps Into Own Show 


Dan Jarrett, ex-vaudevillian and 
author of “Salt Water,” legit com- 
edy current at the Golden, New 
|York, stepped into the lead part 
\last week when Frank Craven, the 
istar, was forced out by illness. 

Jarrett was half of the vaude 
team, Jarrett and Dalrymple. 





Frank Leslie Called 
Signed by U. to appear in “King 
of Jazz,” the Paul Whiteman spe- 
cial, Frank Leslie left Friday for 
the west coast. 
Leslie, comedian, hails from vaude 
and the legit. 


| sician, 


| from a leaky heart; that he has de- 





: >. 
Screen Instruction | 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Larry. Cebnilles is utilizing | 
the motion picture camera to j 
teach new steps to his chorines 
on the First National lot. Gals || 
now get a _projection room H 
slant.on dances before they 
tackle them on the stages. 

Ceballos has assembled 
eral reels, covering every type 
of hoofing, some in slow mo- 
tion, and says the pictures save 
a lot of time. 
| 


PAN’S LEAKY HEART | 
CAN'T GET HIM OUT 


Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 


sev- 











Alexander Pantages, seeking re- 
lease from jail on bail on the 
grounds that he is in danger of 
dving if kept in confinement, lost 


his court fight when 14 physicians, 
testifying as to his- physical condi- 
tion, disagreed. Superior Court 
Judge Charles W. Fricke gave per- 
mission for Pantages’ personal phy- 
Dr. E Cc. Fishbaugh, to 
visit the prisoner any time neces- 
sary. 

Hight of the 14 doctors were call- 
ed ‘by attorneys representing the 
theatre man. All were fof, one ac- 
cord, that Pantages >is Suffering 


teriorated physically and mentally 
since his incarceration, and that 
further imprisonment would cause 
his premature death. 


Four doctors called by the state 


| going on 





consequence of his worry. over ar- 
rest for the Eunice Pringle affair 
and subsequent lengthy court trial. 
The heart trouble, they testified, was 
not in itself serious or unusual in a 
man his years and should respond 
to normal medical care. 

The court’s decision to allow 
Pantages to have treatment from 
his personal physician was based 
largely on the testimony of Dr. 
Benjamin Blank, court jail phy- 
sician, who said means for: treating 
Pantages’ heart attacks and other 
intestinal troubles were limited at 
the jail. 

At first Judge Fricke ordered the 
showman transferred from the 
county jail to the psychopathic 
ward of the general hospital, but 
this order was rescinded and the 
second order substituted when 
Pantages’ attorneys protested this 
move, 

Pantages was: not in court during 
the two days’ hearing. 

Pantages attorneys announced at 
the close of the hearing that they 
would appeal the case to the higher 
courts. They immediately began to 
prepare additional arguments. 


MORE FREE LUNCH 











in Chinese gambling houses in Los | 


wife | 


Three Publix Houses Now Giving 
| Light Meals to Artists in Shows 





The free lunch good-will gesture 
to actors instituted by Publix re- 
cently at the Paramount, New York, 
is being taken up by other houses on 
the Publix route. 

! Two reported are the Scollay 
Square, Boston, and Bedford, New 
Bedford, Mass. 

These spots are’ among a group 
lately taken off the Keith books and 
reverting’ to Publix booking through 
|Larry Golde of the Wm, Morris 
office. 


| Miss Shilling Released 


| 
R-K-O gave its consent to the 10 
| weeks’ booking cancelled by Mar- 
garet Shilling, after Benjamin 
Cees her agent, explained that 
Miss Shilling had received her first 
|big chance to go legit in Edgar 
'Selwyn’s “Strike Up the Band.” 
Miss Shilling, booked for 12 weeks 
over R-K-O, played but two Mon- 
‘day. She took up her new role in 
j the show in Boston. 


| Cook Refuses Palace 


| Joe Cook will play three weeks 
for Keith’s, opening Feb. 8 at the 
| Palace, Cleveland, but refuses to 
include the Palace, New York, on 
the short route. Comedian’s only 
| metropolitan date will be the Albee, 











| Brooklyn, following the Palace, 
Chicago. 
} Cook is then due on the coast 


|immediately. He refused the Pal- 
j; ace, New York, date because of a 
| scheduled new musical in the near 
|future. His vaude salary is reported 
as $4,900, booked through Jimmy 


} Plunkett. 


admitted that Pantages’ health 
has been affected, but, were of the 
opinion that it was ‘the natural j 





VAUDE ARTISTS 
IN AUSTRALIA 
CLERKING 


No Stage Work — Some 


Return to Former 
Trades 


Dec. 1. 

Vaudeville artists of this country 
have been forced into clerking in 
if knowing no trade. Male 
performers who had a trade before 
he stage, have returned 
to it in the daytime, picking up a 
little professional hight work now 
and then, 

With the discontinuance of: 
vaudeville by the Rivoli and the 
Fullers going into the revue policy, 
there was nothing left back stage 
for the lads and lassies of vaude- 
ville over here. In the days when 
vaudeville was flourishing and after 
it had started to slide, there were 
complaints the native artists were 
not. progressive, did not change 
their act and clung to what they 
had’ year in and out. Now it ap- 
pears that most could not do but 
what they did as a turn, for they 
have since made no other place in 
the show business for themselves. 
Although with the departure of va- 
riety bills, not much stage work has 
been left for anyone, 


Not so long ago on theatrical row 
Monday afternoon each week one 
could hardly move for. artists 
standing on the sidewalk outside the 
vaude houses, 


Each incoming American mail- 
boat brought new artists. Now- 
adays one saunters pierward to in- 
quire the talker footage aboard. 


Lee Kids Before VMPA 
Over Upstate Vaude Date 


Sydney, 


stores 








Due to contract jumping and date 
cancelling the Lee Kids, Katherine 
and Jane, face a damage action be- 
fore the Variety Managers’ Protec- 
tive Association. Complaint has 
been lodged by the Amalgamated 
Vaudeville Agency. 

. The Lees, via their mother, signed 

contracts with Bud Irwin in Amal- 
gamated to play Scranton, Wilkes- 
Barre and Binghamton. The girls 
played the Penn stands and then, 
last Friday, cancelled Binghamton, 
where they were to have opened 
Monday (Dec. 30). Irwin demanded 
a reason and the Lees replied that 
they didn’t care to go out of New 
York city for the three days’ en- 
gagement, Irwin substituted the 
Bison City Four and then proceeded 
to file charges for contract violation, 
Irwin claims a pay or play agree- 
ment and asks for a financial ad- 
justment. 


‘Acrobat’s Bad Fall 


Milwaukee, Dec. 31. 
, Albert Mohwald, 19, of the Six 
Nelsons, acrobats, took a bad fall 
Dec. 24 on the stage of the R-K-O 
Riverside. 


He was removed to the Emer- 
gency Hospital, where it was pro- 
nounced the young man had suf- 
fered concussion of the brain. 











Santrey Divorce Up 


Chicago, Dec. 31. 

Ann Seymour, here with “Night 
in Venice,” grabbed the opportunity 
| to file suit for divorce from Henry 
| Santrey, who is due in town next 
week for seven days at the State- 
Lake. 

Couple have been separated for 
some time, and rumors had them 
divorced long ago. On the square 
this time, with bill filed through 
Burrell Cramer, charging desertion. 





STILL IN HOSPITAL 


Connie Mitchell, most seriously 
injured of the vaude players who 
survived the double automobile 
}crash Nov. 16 near Bridgehampton, 


L. L, is still in the French Hos- 
pital, New York. 





Cast covering Mitchell’s injured 
leg will be removed shortly. Harry 
Kranz (Kranz and Kaufman) was 
jkilied in the same accident. 
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The RKO. Screen Classic 


‘YOU’RE ALWAYS IN 
MY ARMS! (3x onbkad 
‘SWEETHEART, WE 
NEED EACH OTHER’ 


‘MF YOU’/RE IN LOVE. 
YOU'LL WALTZ’ 


‘RIO RITA’ 
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CHANGES COMING TO 





Niggemeyer’s release is seen 
the first step to be taken by Publix 


in reorganizing its production staff 
to meet the needs and require- 
ments of its changes in policy af- 
fecting stage shows over the cir- 
cuit. There now remains but four 
producers on Publix’s roster; Jack 
Partington, Frank Cambria, Boris 


Petroff and Louis McDermott. 
Latter is another Chicago recruit 
who. is understood to have been 
brought.in temporarily with inten- 


tion to sending him to the coast 


PUBLIX PROD. DEPT. 


A shakeup in the Publix produc- 
ing department is understood to be 


CHI INDIES TOGETHER 
New Organization to Line Up With 
Allied States 


Chicago, Dec. 31. 





City’s indie exhibitors, numbering 

| some 150, are forming an organiza- 
“ee 4 

tion to supplant the Exhibitors 


Association of Chicago, intending 
to affiliate with Allied States. 
Former Judge Emanuel Eller of 





’} here is 
| only 
| keener competition. 


as | 


under way, with the initial axe 
swing falling upon Charles Nig- 
gemeyer, stager. Officially, Nig- 
gemeyer has resigned, with his 
withdrawal taking effect imme- 
diately. Producer has been with | 
Publix in New York for three years, | 
coming from the Balaban & Katz | 
organization in Chicago 


the Superior Court has been asked 


| to head the new body. 


Condition with many of the indies 
Wiring has meant 
to them 


acute. 
increased costs 


RADIO COMEDY SKETCH 
Another NBC act, “The Gossip- 
known as a feature on WJZ, 
goes vaude, opening tomorrow 
(Thursday) at the Prospect, Brook- 
lyn, for Keith. 

For vaude the skit has been built 
around the unbilled male team who, 
on the radio, have been known as 
“Mrs, Flynn and Mrs. O’Hara,” in 
doing the gabby femme character- 
izations. 


ers,” 


and | 








Another Amateur Act ; 


May Questrelle, winner of the 
amateur “Helen Kane Contest” 
conducted recently in Keith’s New 
York theatres, played the current 
first half at the 58th Street in place 
ot the original. Miss Questrelle and 
Buck and Bubbles were substituted 
when Miss Kane became ill nd 
cancelled. 

The amateur girl is considered 
by Keith’s to have made good and 
may receive further time as a r?- 
ular. 








Harry Carroll Broke 


Harry Carroll is broke again, and 
once more asks the bankruptcy 
court to relieve him of indebtedness. 


His petition has been filed in New 
York. No assets or liabilities listed. 





Song Taken Out 
An injunction obtained by the 
producers of “The Little Show,” 
Brady, Wyman and Wetherly, re- 








~  Tnside Stuf—Vande 


Current week’s show at Keith’s Jefferson, New York, reflects unusual 
booking. House gets two midget acts, one the first half and another the 
last half. - 

Tiny Town Revue comes in first, with the Royal Midgets, a new 
act of 14 Lilliputians and 16 grown-ups, following. 








For the first time in years Keith cut out its free Christmas feeds fop 


acts. Publix, on the other hand, spread on the festivities thicker than 
ever. 
B. & K. made it a gala evening for 300 performers playing 


the 
Chicago houses with soup-to-nuts at the Hotel Sherman, 





A team behind two eight balls put the bee on their agent for $29, 
Months went past without the coin coming back to the agent. Mean. 
while, the duo disappeared from the coast, the agent’s part of the coun. 
try. Finally the vaude pair got a week from one of the agent’s out-of. 
town offices. Agent notified the booker of the debt and to deduct from 
salary. 

When the act was paid the squawk was on. It was Christmas and 
they’d do something about it.’ Following day, the booker received a letter 
from: the agent telling him not to deduct the owed coin, but to tell the 
team it could go as a Christmas present. Booker tried to reach the act 
but failed. A-few days later he was served with a summons to appear 
before the Labor Commission 'to explain the $20 deduction in salary, 


Mark Luescher, feeling sorry for pigeons who stall on window sills 
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: 3i ; Palace building sanctu 
: , = s “ss ° “ : . e|has been placing feed for them outside his Pa gx Si m. 
later, but in view of McDermott's straining aggre ace | til owners of the adjoining Bond structure have ordered it stopped 
wet mt = New Zor clicking, ” ni frome . . t of her P| on the claim that the feed was falling and drawing rats to the courte ; 
may now remain indefinitely, return after New Year’s of A, J.| Low” number as a par - York l vara | 
Further action in the production | Balaban, spending the holidays in| current at the Palace, New ork. | - 


‘ Luescher has had a special box built, 
department is anticipated with the | Chicago. | Miss Gould removed the number. 


emer een --- 


me 








—— An actor and his wife, feeling the pinch around New York, started 
4\ for the cold gold coast after hearing of the great things that were waiting 
for performers out L. A. way.. When they left New York there was $100 
lin the grouch bag. On arriving in L. A. the $100 was down to $3. They 
sold the car for $15 and went hunting jobs. 

"he husband landed as the stooge in a comic’s act. 
ing them off the arm in a grease joint. 








Tn2 wife is dishe 





Fox vaude bookers are in their new quarters in the new 
(Hollywood theatre) building at 5ist and Broadway. 
room to stage a circus. 

The carpet makes Dave Belasco’s turn green with envy and the most 
attractive that a vaude act, either big or small, ever stepped on to get 
a local date. 

Only thing missing in Jack Loeb’s sanctum is a golf course. All Fox 
| vaude and Fanchon & Marco representatives are now housed together in 


| adjacent offices. 
Par Shorts 


_ PANAMA’S “JUSTICE” | 
See ce Shorts just completed at the Par- 


amount studio, New York, include 
. we ‘ . (Continued from page 1) “The Rube” with Jimmy Barry, 


Warner 
There is enough 


The 





entertainer who egged men on to 
| buying her sweetened grape juice at 
a dollar a throw for a _ ten-cent 


commission? On the other hand, 
|did he dare incur the anger of one 
of the most powerful cabinet offi- 
| cials? Judge Polo was “between 
~ |; the wall and the sword.” 


Her offense, aside from her con- 
| tempt, ordinarily in the case of an- 
other would have been quickly dis- 
posed of in Panama with a prison 
sentence, as it would be in the Canal 
Zone, or any other decent court. 


The second act of this comedy or 
| tragedy, as you will have it, occur- 
red in front of Kelly’s Ritz, where 
she was employed as a member of 
one of the Cuties chorus. The first 
act consisted of a date with the 
cabinet officer. 


Returning from the date, Patsy 
had refused to pay her taxi fare. 
She was a friend of Mr. Blank, the 
| cabinet official, and friends of this 
cabinet official could do as they 


Seabury’s New Flash 
| pleased in this old burg. Shrugging| William Seabury has disbanded 
his shoulders, the taxi driver called | 


|his former act in which Margaret 
a policeman, who ordered Patsy to|irving and Helen O'Shea rounded 
|pay the bill. Patsy immediately 


out the featured triumvirate. 
|told the police officer she was an| Seabury is lining up a new five 
;, American and a friend of the cabi-| people flash set for an RKO show- 
net officer. He was a “Spig” with|ing next week. 
/a few labels attached to it. He 
couldn’t arrest her. A plainclothes 
man arrived on the scene. Patsy, 
, liquor brave, struck him in the face. 
The detective for the moment for- 
sot Patsy was of the opposite sex 
,and retorted in like manner, drag- 
|ging her off to the night police 
court. 

“You can’t put me in jail. 
Mr. Blank, the cabinet 
friend,” said Patsy in 
scene, 


Kathleen Farr and Tammany 
Young, a Paul Ash short with 
George Dewey Washington and “The 
20th Amendment.” 

Latter is second of Schwab & 
Mandel experimental shorts prior 
to their feature effort in the spring. 
Larry Schwab sat in as Ray Cozine 
directed. Mandel sat in previously 
on other short directed by Mort 
Bulmenstock. 

In “Amendment” are the follows 
ing, mostly Schwab & Mandel peo- 
ple: Jack Haley, Margaret Lee, 
Madeline Cameron, Evangeline Ra- 
leigh, Evelyn Hoey, Moana Palmer, 
Erica Neman and Charlotte Terry. 


and 
‘Variety’ 24th 


Anniversary Number 








Shaw-Pennington 
Oscar Shaw and Ann Pennington 
will team for vaude. 


M. 8S. Betham office is arranging 
the booking. 


Both were in pictures, briefly. 











Out Next Week (Jan. 8) 


D>o1D 0Do~n 





— 


informed why he was being quizzed 

as a common criminal would be. 
But was his sentence converted 
to a fine? It was not. Unlike the 
cabaret girl, he ‘did not have a cabi- 
net officer for a friend. 4 
Oh, Justice! Where art thou? 
H. F. A. 


——REMEMBER?_— 


“When John Charles Thomas was 4 
chorus boy? 


When Fred Allen was a juggler? 


When Eddie Darling was E. F. 
Albee’s secretary and George God- 
frey, Martin Beck's secretary? 


When William Morris was a card 
boy? 


When Jesse Lasky, Arthur Hop- 
kins and Lawrence Schwab produced 
vaudeville acts? 


When Pat Casey auctioned horses 
|| in Springheld, Mass.? 

| Two weeks before there was an- | When Walter Winchell, the famous 
}other story which made nice read- | columnist, played the Pan time—an 
jing in States periodicals. A news- || pas lousy ? 


|paper editor was sentenced to jail | The only difference between Will { 


|for contempt of a mayor Appar- | 
; ae iny Rogers, Eddie Cantor and Al Trahan 
“nt P , t : - ° ; i 
) ently his only offense had been pro is that Rogers and Cantor get paid | 


testing having t swe ; ; 
g to answer questions : 
q for columning and Trahan pays. 


|and to produce originals of editorials | 
—-By AL TRAHAN 


This bound co-anniversary number will con- 
tain special articles and data about R-K-O. its 
theatre chain, Vaudeville and Radio Pictures, 
with the usual “Variety” special stories as cus- 


I'm —— 
official’s 
the third 








Judge Polo thought: 
“Sixty days,” he said. 


$30 Fine 


But the cabinet official did call 
and Patsy’s sentence of 60 days was | 
4}, commuted to a $30 fine. | 
| Patsy went back to the cabaret | 
‘jand told the assembled personages 
j}how she had bluffed a Panamanian | 
|court. The story will still be a nice | 
yarn when she returns to the United | 
| States. It would be a snappy fea- 
|ture yarn in a States’ tabloid. 


“We'll see.” 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
J 
| 
} 


tomary in its Anniversary issue. 











} when no charges had been placed | 
it . 
him and when he was not 
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R-K-0 Will Not Book Part of Warner 
Houses—Leaving Keith's Next Week 





Stating the present arrangement 
under which the Warner-Stanley 
houses are booked in Keith’s is 
against the best interests of the 
booking office, Keith’s has requested 
Warners to withdraw its theatres 


and booker, Harold Kemp, by next 
week. 

When Warners 
vaude booking agency of its own 
last year, all theatres but those 
held by Keith’s under contracts 
were removed. Now remaining and 
booked on the Keith floor by Kemp 
are Paterson, Elizabeth, Hoboken 
and Earle, Philadelphia. Keith’s has 
a 50% interest in Paterson, and 
holds contracts binding the other 
three to buy their vaude through 
the R-K-O exchange. 

Warners’ office is booking around 
10 houses of its own at present. 

Recently a deal was reported as 
in motion whereby the Warner 
agency would close and all of the 
theatres return to Keith’s, the latter 
taking over the Warner staff's con- 
tracts and office obligations. This 
never materialized. 

Obvious attitude of Keith’s is that 
it would be best to book all the 
Warner houses or none at all, It 
has been charged by Keith’s that 
Warners used the Keith affiliation 
to buy stage material for the home- 
booked theatres by dealing with 
the franchised Keith agents, and 
with Keith’s not profiting under the 
system. "Warner office’s answer is 
that Keith’s has not provided any 
great convenience and that the 
same grade of talent can be se- 
cured without the Keith connec- 
tion. 





John Daley Out 


John Daley, former booker and 
lately a road scout, has been re- 
leased by Keith’s. He leaves the 
end of this week. 

Daley had been a Keith Family 
Dept. booker for several years. In 
the last booking office shakeup he 
Was removed from the books and 
sent on the road far theatres. 

Reports connect Daley’s dismissal 
with the departure from Keith’s of 
ths two Comerford theatres in Ith- 
aca and Elmira, N. Y., which go 
over to the Amalgamated (indie) 
agency next week. A third Comer- 
ford, in Binghamton, N. Y., switched 
from Keith’s to Amalgamated a 
short time ago. Daley was the 
Comerford booker in Keith’s. Amal- 
gamated denies that Daley moves 
over with the Comerford pair to 
book them. 








ADOPT MONDAY OPENINGS 


Comerford Houses Change From 
Saturdays—Prov. Only Exception 








Saturday openings are hereafter 
out on the Amalgamated books, 
Comerford houses finding *Monday 
openings more advantageous. Mon- 
day starts have been made for new 
Amalgamated Dills in Wilkes-Barre 
Elmira, Ithaca and Binghamton. 

Fay’s, Providence, R. I., an Amal- 
gamated house, is to-stick to the 
Saturday opening, the only excep- 
tion to the Monday change. 

In the Comerford towns new 
shows opening Saturday got no 
Sunday play (the law doesn’t per- 
mit) dnd then resumed on Monday 
with an apparent falling off in biz 
as a result. 

RKO has a similar situation in 
Memphis, the Sunday closing mak- 
ing it tough for the Monday re- 
sumption. 





ROSE LEADS OFF 


Publix will start rotating 
m.c.’s with units around Feb. 1. 

Harry Rose is the first m.c. to 
try and grab a brass ring on the 
new plan, but the unit has not been 
definitely selected. 


its 





Fisher-Cloonan Agency 
Arthur Fisher and William 
Cloonan may form a combine as 
independent vaude bookers. 
If effected it would give the duo 
a lead as to number of houses over 
remaining indie bookers. 


— | 





Oscar Shaw as Act 


Oscar Shaw is a possibility for 


vaude. XMeith’s is dickering with 
him. 


| 
established a 








Santa Claus Opposish 


Many department store San- 
tas reported unable to land 
jobs this Christmas because 
they played for the opposish in 
|} 1928. 

One story of how one fellow 
was forced to lay off is that 
he applied direct for an open 
Santa Claus role. “Where did 
you Santa last season?” asked 
the manager-booker. “At 
Macy’s,” replied the applicant. 

“Just a minute till we look 
up your report,” the manager 
said. A minute later he re- 
turned, stating, “Your report at 
Macy’s for 1928 was bad. 
Sorry, we can’t use you.” 

“But,” said the would-be 
Santa, “I’m doing an entirely 
new act this year.” 

“How do we know your new 
act is any better. We haven’t 
seen it. Get a showing some- 
where and maybe we'll také a 
look. You know that it isn’t 
our ‘policy to book new Santa 
Claus acts without having seen 
them work. Especially in face 
of a bad report from last year. 
Leave your name and address 
with the girl outside. Good 
day and Merry Christmas.” 

















AGENTS FOILING 





Some at Others—Several Split Their 
Time in Bookings 





Squawking agents booking solely 
for the R-K-O time are getting the 
nanny of those agents booking for 
R-K-O and other circuits, 


Latter agents are getting peeved 
because the straight R-K-O agents 
are complaining that they should 
not be permitted to split their acts 
between R-K-O and the others. 
They want these agents, those di- 
viding their attention between the 
different circuits, to work solely 
R-K-O or otherwise devote all their 
time to the outside circuits and not 
be permitted to book R-K-O di- 
rectly. 


Most of these complaints are 
against the smaller agents, the 
squawkers appearing afraid to speak 
against the larger agents who book 
various circuits. The peeved agents 
are beginning to boil, but as yet 
haven’t decided how they can rec- 
tify the situation. Two means seem 
plausible to them, either complain 
to the R-K-O chiefs against the 
squawkers or sock those, under the 
latter category, in the proboscis, 





Runaway 4 Compromise; 
| Play for W. B. After Loew 


Warner-Stanley booking office’s 
action to hold the Runaway Four 
to contract has been settled by 
compromise. Act has agreed to play 
out its Warner time following 12 
weeks for Loew. 


Foursome was about to open for 
Warners when reminded of a pre- 
vious Loew booking. Loew’s book- 
ers had released the turn to Keith’s 
for the latter’s “Collegiate Unit,” 
since closed, but retained the con- 
tracts for a future date. Matter 
was taken up by and settled through 
the V. M. P. A. and act started for 
Loew this week, at the Capitol, New 
York. 





Judgments 


E. Ray Goetz; Victor Kiraly; 
$1,059. 

White City Park, Inc., and George 
Hamid; N. Y. Investors, Inc.; $6,- 
208. 

Avalon Amusement Enterprises, 
Inc.; National Theatre Supply Co., 
Ine.; $912. 

Anne Youmans; Portolena Realty 
Corp.; $123. 

Lumas Film Corp., Samuel Sax, I. 
Rogers and David Bloch; Bank of 
Yorktown; $3,145. 

Herman Bernie; Shubert Theatre 
Corp.; $1,209. 


THIRD SHOW PEEKS 


Publix units, opening at New 
Haven, will hereafter be caught by 
bookers and agents on the third 
show Thursdays instead of the first, 
as has been the practice. 

Switch made at request of A. J. 
Balaban. 
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MAY “SHELVE” ACTS, 
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ANNE PRITCHARD 
mee Hamilton, New York, now. 


Opening for Loew, 
Jan. 4, Richmond, Va..- 


Direction IRVING YATES. 


next week, 











BUT PAY THEM OFF 


Shelving acts as film exhibitors 
sometimes shelve unplayable pic- 
tures may become a general policy 
with Keith’s to relieve the vaude 
theatres of material that has to be 
played or paid. 


It is reported the picture exhibs’ 
shelving system has been sug- 
gested in the Keith booking office 
as a means, at least, of evading as 
far as possible the unwelcome obli- 
gations inherited from the last 
booking regime, 


Picture exhibs “shelve” the prod- 
uct forced on them under the block 
booking policy when regarding it 
as unfit to play in their theatres. 
The film is merely laid aside and 
not used, but the exhib pays the 
rental. 


Transferred to vaude, shelving 
would necessitate payment of full 
salaries to acts purposely laid off. 

Keith’s managers have “always 
groaned under the pressure when 
forced to ruin a bill and cause dis- 
satisfaction by playing an act that 
had to be played because of a 
booker’s bad judgment. 








Morris Agency Expansion 
For More Act Handling 


William Morris agency headquar- 
ters in the Bond building will un- 
dergo considerable expansion after 
New Years. Several changes are 
to be effected for the purpose of 
taking care of more acts than its 
present office permits. 


One move will be the elevation of 
Eddie Meyers from the vaude de- 
partment to office manager. Meyers 
will take care of oftice duties ex- 
clusively in the future and also 
act as contact man between various 
departments and acts. , Another 
addition to the Morris personnel is 
Arthur Ashley, who will work out 
of Billy Grady’s office while the lat- 
ter is on tour with Jolson, with 
probability of Ashley switching to 
another department later. 

Entire outer office space will be 
enlarged, with increase of the re- 
ception room particularly. 








Mary Haynes Canceled 


Mary Haynes’ future Keith book- 
ings have been cancelled as a re- 
sult of her forced closing at the 
Imperial, Montreal, Christmas Day. 

Miss Haynes only played four 
days of the week and understand- 
ing is that she was paid off pro rata. 








OUT ON PROMISE 


Sylvia Clark agreed to drop out of 
the Palace bill Christmas Day and 
move to the Madison, Brooklyn, 
when Blossom Seeley and Benny 
Fields canceled; due to the latter’s 
illness. Fieldz was suffering with 








laryngitis. 

In agreeing to switch, Miss Clark, 
it is said, was promised a return 
Palace date in the near future. She 
finished out the last half at the 
Madison, the Palace running short 
one act the rest of the week. 





Block and Sully have been signed 
for a talking short by Paramount. 
Harry Short is in support, 





N. V. A. Billiards 


The N. V. A. billiard tournament, 
which started Dec. 2 in the club, 
closed in a blaze of glory at mid- 
night, Dec. 22. There were 89 play- 
ers entered in this year’s event and 
two classes were set for each game. 

An outstanding feature was the 
playoff for the Class A prize when 





George Togo and Nat Burns fin- 
ished in a tie at three-cushion bil- 
liards, with Togo winning. 

The results follow: 

Class A (three-cushion billiards), 
first prize, gold medal, donated by 
N. V. A., George Togo; second, six 
months’ dues, donated by Henry 
| Chesterfield, Nat Burns; third, entry 
|fee, Wilbur Held; fifth, entry fee, 
Murray Levan; for finishing out of 
ithe money (consolation prize), $5 
|in gold, donated by Wilbur Held, | 


won by Al Bloom; high run (bil- 
liard cue prize donated by Wagner 
& Adler), Leo Feiner; best game 
(prize billiard cue by Wagner & 
Adler), Herman Peddington; booby 
prize, haircut and shave, donated by 
Alexandria and  Olisen, winner, 
Charles Hopkins. 


Class A (pocket billiards): First, 


gold medal, N. V. A. donation, won | 


by Bill Clark; second, six months’ 
club dues, donated by Henry Ches- 
terfield, Si Layman; third, entry fee, 
Ben Ross; fourth, entry fee, Joe 
Kane; fifth, entry fee, George Togo; 
booby prize, tie ‘between John Liddy 
and Arthur Ashley, was won by 
Ashley, who received tonsorial em- 
bellishments donated by N. V. A. 
barber shop (Tom Rosa). 


Class B (G¢three cushion), first 
prize, silver medal, donated by 
N. V. A., won by George Scully; 


second, six months’ fee, donated by 
N. V. A., Frank Cromwell; third, 
entry fee, Will Douglas; fourth, en- 
try fee, Ben Ross; fifth prize and 
consolation, tie, Ben Hilbert and 
Dick Delten; high run prize (pen 
and pencil set donated by Ben Hil- 
bert), won by George Scully; booby 
prize, haircut and shave, donated by 
Alexandria and Olsen, won by 
Caesar Rivoli. 

Class B (pocket billiards), silver 
medal, donated by N. V. A., won by 
Eddie Lambert; second, six months’ 
dues, Jim Allman; third, entry fee 
money, Charles Fleming; fourth, 
entry fee, George Beege; fifth, entry 
fee, tie between Rob E. Roberts and 
Jack Shea; booby prize, haircut and 
shave, by Alexandria and Olsen, won 
by Lew Katz. 


Wakefield, Referee 


Harry Wakefield, former national 
professional champion, refereed the 
tie-off match between Togo and 
Burns, 

Class A (three-cushion_ billiards; 
handicap)—25, Stan Stanley; 25, 
Herman Reddington; 25, Al Bloom; 
25, George Togo; 25, Charles Hop- 


kins, Sr.; 24, Joe Kane; 23, Sam 
Coliins; 23, Pete Hawley; 23, Leo 
Feiner; 22, Billy Heims; 22, Mur- 


ray Lockwood; 22, Jim Allman; 21, 
Bob Robbins; 21, Ernest Morton; 
25, Murray LeVan; 25, Wilbur Heid, 
Sr.; 21, Johnny Martin; 21, Jack 
Hodgdon; 25, Paul Van Dycke; 22, 
Charley Cooley; 20, Gus Mulcay; 22, 
Paul Giersdorf; 21, Billy Snyder; 25, 
Nat Burns, 

Class B (three cushions, handi- 
cap)—25, Tom Grant; 25, Harry M. 
Stewart; 25, Karl Yalto; 25, George 
P. Wilson; 25, Frank Cromwell; 25, 
Bill Pryor; 25, George Scully; 24, 
Frank Jerome; 22, Lew Wilson; 22, 


Eddie Nestor; 22, Eddie Davis; 18, 
Vie Oliver; 25, Will Douglas; 18, 


Van D. Sheldon; 22, Ben Hilbert; 
22, George (Slim) Kirby; 25, Ben 
Ross; 21, John Liddy; 22, Conrad 
Irving. 

The players: Class A (pocket bil- 
liards, 100 points, handicap)—100, 
Frank Cromwell; 60, Harold Pow- 
ers; 80, Dick Delten; 60, General 
Pisano; 60, Si Layman; 60, George 
Togo; 65, Murray Lockwood; 50, 
Lee Cantor; 75, Ben Ross; 55, 
Major Donovan; 55, John Liddy; 
50, Arthur Ashley; 50, Wayne 
Christy: 55, Tom Kennedy; 60, Ben 
Smith; 55, Roger Murrill; 50, Alex- 
andria; 55, Tom Rosa; 50, Shep 
Waldman; 55, Ray Myers; 65, Joe 
Kane; 90, Bill Clark; 80, Jose Rays; 
60, Max Gershwin; 55, Gus Mulcay; 
57, John Martin; 55, Frank Jerome; 
60, Pete Carr; 75, Billy Snyder. 

Class B (pocket billiards, 75 
points, handicap)—75, Rob E. Rob- 
erts; 75, Rollo; 75, Jim Allman; 59, 
Charles Fleming; 60, Charles E. 
Dexter; 33, Alex J. Brady; 55, Fred 
Garo; 75, George Beege; 75, H. J. 
Stewart; 65, Al Blum; 50, Bert 
Skatelle; 50, Harry Hart; 45, Jack 
Shea; 45, Harry Newman; 45, Ole 
Olsen; 75, Eddie Lambert; 45, Lew 
Katz; 60, Howard Dalton, 





Brown’s Coast Trip 


Hiram S. Brown, president of 
RKO, leaves for the Coast about 
Jan. 20. 

He will be away about a month. 





Gene Dennis’ 3rd Par Week 
Gene Dennis, mental telep expo- 
nent, is holding for a third week at 
the Brooklyn Paramount. 


Pan Using Milne 


Name on Circuit 


Pantages officials expect that @ 
for 








|second trial, which appeal has 
' 


| been filed, will bring an acquittal 


for Alexander Pantages, recently 
convicted of a_ serious offense 
against Eunice Pringle, 17, on the 


Coast. The former vaude magnate 
will retain the remaining houses in 
his chain, with Rodney and Lloyd 
Pantages, his sons, in charge for the 
time being. 


Although the names of the houses 
and the booking offices may drop 
the Pantages designation, present 
plans, it is said, are to continue the 
operation of the five theatres owned 
by Pan, 

These sites are in Minneapolis 
and Kansas City, playing vaude; the 
Memphis house, which through an 
arrangement with Warners gets 
first-run pjctures; Seattle, current 
with Jack Russell's musical stock, 
and the new Pantages, Hollywood, 
nearing completion, 

Pantages’ idea in hanging on to 
these houses, particularly the une 
completed Hollywood theatre, is to 
hand them down to his sons, it is 
understood... His Vancouver house 
was just sold to local interests 
there, Minneapolis and Kansas 
City now being the only ones still 
playing vaudeville. 

Pan’s New York booking office 
continues to place shows for the 
Famous-Canadian theatres in Tore 
onto and Hamilton. Contrary to @ 
former report there has been 
definite change as yet. Under 
agreement with Pantages, a three 
months’ cancellation notice must be 
given, and no such notice has been 
served it is claimed. 


E. G. Milne, Jr., long eastern 
representative of the Pan interests, 
may go back to the Coast for a 
brief stay. He is now in New York 
and is contemplating settling here 
as the head of an independent book- 
ing agency. As soon as the Pan 
quarters in the Bond Building can 
be sub let, Milne is taking over a 
smaller office and will either con- 
tinue for Pantages, booking out of 
New York, or maintain his own 
booking business. If the booking 
office’s is continued it may be- 
come known at the Milne agency. 


Indie Bookers Are Short 
Of Full Stage Acts 


Independent vaude is short of 
flash and full stage acts. The indie 
agents are not putting coin into big 
flashes and those acts, always here- 
tofore available, have vanished, 
With the realignment on production 
by RKO, forcing former active flash 
producers to cease all activity, the 
indies have been all the more af- 
fected. 

That bands are washed up as at- 
tractions is attested by one agency 
telling agents that they’re wasting 
time offering them. 











Fox Books 125 Acts for 
New Year’s Eve on Coast 


Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 

M. D. Howe, of the Fox Coast 
stage department, has booked 125 
acts to work two and three times in 
special New Year’s Eve shows. 

State and Boulevard in Los Ange- 
les, the Chinese and Egyptian in 
| Hollywood, and 34 other Fox houses 
jin southern California are all play=- 
ing five-act bills. In addition there 
are 24 club dates booked. 

Most of the acts are doubling. 
Some tripling. «<p 


|SABLOSKY’S LOEW FRANCHISE 


Dave Sablosky, one of the “out” 
i Keith agents, has been granted an 
agency franchise by Loew's. 

Sablosky is a brother of Abe Sab- 
losky (Sablosky and McGuirk). His 
Keith agency partner was Norman 
Jeffries. 














Harry Wilson’s Grinder 
Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 
Harry M. Wilson, former booker 
for Western Vaudeville, has pure 
chased the Virginia theatre, 1046, 
| grind house on Main street. 





| He will install talker equipmeng 


and run on a 24-hour policy. 


Holding for Sons; | 


tho” 
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END OF INDIES 
APPROACHES 


pendent 


n 


houses paying 
the field 


4 , Ro ee ae Where indie theatres a couple 
These are all-inclusive, and take 'n | of wanee Sahl baie, én ea abelian, 
all the indie bookers besides such | ¢; 599 or better for bills, the num- 
chain agencies as Warners, Pan-/ber remaining can almost be counted 
tages and Amalgamated which in| on two hands, with only two full 
: _,| weeks of any importance. 

former years were hardly considered 

indie. There are a few other splits but 


The 


ow 


Two years ago, with at least 40 
houses 
agencies paying respectable salaries, 





Actor’s Flying Name 





Today (New ~-Year’s Day) Al 
Trahan became the first actor 
to be billed in the sky. 

Trahan 

Times 


A plane, rented by 
for $1,500, flew over 
Square informing the masses 
fhat Trahan is playing the 
Palace, New York, this week. 


WITH SPEED 














vear with inde- 


passed out 


vaude so redut ed there are| Now igents declare {[t is next to 
less than 20 split and full week impossible to hold an act on the 
| little worthwhile indie time that 


what is regarded in| : 
; can be obtained. 
as decent money for shows 


salaries and not 
from the act’s 


most pay small 
| to be considered 
on the books of the indie/ point of view. 





Various indie agents frankly 
the vaude turn could eke out, with| admit, with indie vaude as it is, 
cheaper splits and one and two-|they are not making a decent liv- 
day stands, what practically|ing but “just hanging on,” not 
amounted to a fair season’s work.| knowing what else to do. 





WHERE CAN YOU FIND 
A SAFER INVESTMENT ? 








1/ 0 
2 /o 
Compounded quarterly 


Paid from day of DEPOSIT 
to day of WITHDRAWAL! 


Interest for this quarter, credited Jan. 1st, 1930 
$1.00 STARTS AN ACCOUNT 





UNION DIME 
SAVINGS BANK 


40th Street & 6th Ave., New York City 











THERMIN TAKEN OFF 


Ether Controlled Music Machine 
Not Ready for Public Display 








On reported grounds that the in- 
vention is “not ready,” RCA has 
called in the Thermin Ether Music 
machine purchased for stage use 
by Lane, Osborne, Chico ard Co 
vaude act, It has informed the turn 
not to use the device as intended. 


Lane, Osborne and Chico, cur- 
rently playing for Keith’s, bought 


a Thermin instrument for $250 and 
contemplated exploiting it in vaude 
theatres for home use under an ar- 
rangement with RCA. Latter con- 
trols the novelty. Thermin was 
used by the act for one perform- 
ance at the Franklin, New York. 

Act is continuing for Keith 
without Thermin. 


ILL ‘AND INJURED 


Mrs. Lew ill of 
pneumonia in Hotel, 
Chicago. 

Frakson (vaude), recovering from 
an operation for appendicitis at his 
home in Barcelona, Spain. 

Connie Mitchell in French 
pital, New York, still in cast as re- 
sult of injuries received in an auto 
accident. 

Richard Cook, showing slight 
provement in French Hospital. 

Lynn Pratt, critically ill in French 


Dufour is very 
the Sherman 


Hos- 


im- 


Hospital. 
Sadie Ley, removed to French 
Hospital this week where she may 


submit to a major operation. 
Write to the Ill and Injured 





Celebrating Vaude 

Two additional R-K-O houses re- 
turn to vaude with the coming of 
the new year. Pop vaude went back 
into the Grand Rapids house this 
week and returns to the RKO The- 
atre (formerly Hillstreet) Los An- 
geles today (Jan. 2). 

Restoration of vaude in Grand 
Rapids Saturday was the occasion 
for a gala celebration by the town. 





From Vaude to Stock 
St. Joe, Mo., Dec. 31. 
Vaudeville failing to draw, Barney 
Dubinsky has turned the Crystal 
into a musical comedy house. A 
company playing in Springfield, Mo., 
is here for an indefinite stay. 





No New Year Midnights 
No midnight shows New Year's 
eve at Fox’s Ridgewood or Plaza 
theatres, Brooklyn. 
Operators decided it would be just 
a waste of time and money. 





Schnozzles Moved Up 
Clayton, Jackson and Durante’s 
return engagement at the Palace, 
New York, has been moved ahead to 
Jan. 11. 





Gene Barnes and Joe Sully have 
split. Both will do new acts with 
other partners not chosen as yet. 


NEW YORK 

New Era Talking Pictures, Inc., Man- 
hattan; Jean Lee, Donald lL. Lee, Carl 
Erbstein. 

Pinnacle Film Service, Inc., Manhat- 
tan; Joseph De.-Meo, Andrew Vanderput, 
Charles F. Quinn. 

Jack Roach Vaudeville Transfer, Inc., 


New York; Jack Roach, H. H. Harris, 
John J. Quinn. 
U Don’t Say Co, Inc., New York, the- 


atres, pictures; Harold Islon, William 
Thomas and Marion Block. 


Jay Amusement Enterprises, wae. . Buf- 


falo, theatres, pictures; A. Zisserm, Ger- 
trude F. Marion, Benjamin D. “Reis sman. 

Kayares Theatricals, Inc., Manhattan, 
accessories: Alvin Sander, Freda Free 
man, Jennie Kalish 

Papa Juan Co., Inc., Manhattan, the 
atres Henrietta Vogel Isaac Perlman, 
Frances Kehlman 

Pebilled, Inc., New York, pictures; Max 
Zipperman, Samuel Datlowe, Lou Gold- 
berg 

Parkridge Theatre Corp., Kings, the- 
atres picture Harry Teichner, Samuel 
Spanier Nathan Guttman 


Bronx Opera House 
Bronx. productions, $10,000; Samuel Lit 
vin, Charles Levine, Charlotte F. Honig 

Paramount Business Pictures, Inc., 
New York; Robert L. Cookingham, Frank 
Cc. Tavlor, Kenneth R. Gregory. 


E. F. Bostwick, Inc., Great Neck, pic- 
tures: Erastus J. Parsons, Elizabeth 
Maher, John E: Egan 

Three-I Corp., Manhattan, theatricals; 
I. Wiener, Isidore Zamone, Sarah Lip- 
nitzky. 

Idan May Chadwick, Inc., New_York, 


theatres; Ida May Chadwick, 
Chadwick, Theodore Apstein. 
Globe Film Exchange, Inc., Manhat- 
tan: Louis Schwartz, Mac Fedelstein, 
Saul Godwin. 

Artdiek Greater Shows, 
tan, amusements; Art 
ford, Max M. Willens 
Marvel Movies, Inc., 
atricals; Mary Faden, 
Moe Siegelman. 
Niagara Enterprises, Inc., Buffalo, 
atricals; Basil Enterprises, Inc., 
Central Park Theatre, Inc. (500 shares), 
Basils’ Genesee Theatre, Inc., 
Strand Theatre, Inc., Constantine J. 
Basil, Theodore J. Basil, 
Basil. 


Joseph 


Inc., 
Lewis, Dick Gils- 
Manhattan 
Ely Finkelstein, | 


the- 


: Dissolutions 


Dobbs Ferry Theatres, 
Vernon, 


Inc., Mount}! 
Change of Name 
From Perfection Slide & Pictures Corp., 
Manhattan, to Perfection Displays Corp. 
Designation 
Theatrical Industries Corp., Delaware, 


manage theatres; New York office, 220 
West 42d street, New York; G. S. 
Brooks, president, 140,000 shares no par 
value. 


DELAWARE 


Brunswick Pianctrope and Radio Corp., 
radios, phonographs, etc., 100 shares, no 


par; John H. Kay, Lynbrook, L. y 
Herbert B. Claster, Abraham Shamos, 
New York. 


Publix-Salt Lake, Inc., theatres, 1,000 
shares, no par; H. E. Grantland, H. H. 
Snow, L. H. Herman, Wilmington. 
Symphony Tube Laboratories, Inc., ra- 
dio tubes, televisian, 20,000 shares, no 


Manhat- | 


Basils’ | 


—_———~» 


aa H. E. Grandland, H. H. Snow Ye 
Pepe mmam Wilmington. ‘ 

om y Neon Corp., Rochester, N, y 
60,000 - 310, 000 shares, no par ? 

Stromberg Electric Co., 110,000 shares, 
no par; M. S. Cock, A. L. Raughiey, J 
M. Townsend, Dover. . 








| 


Public Great States Theatres, Ine., 
$1,000,000; H. E. Grantland, H. H. Snow, 
L. H. Herman, Wilmington. 

National Neon Products, Inc., $1,000,. 
060; James A. Vick, Rudolff Huiten, Leo 
Bryer, New York, 

Publix-Northwest Theatres, Inc., thee 
atres, etc. 

Vallee in Chicago 
Chicago, Dec, 31. 

As soon as RKO gets through 

spending a lot of money selling 


Rudy Vallee 
bond 


the 


and his picture, “Vaga. 
Lover,” which is current at 
Woods, Publix-B. & K. will 
bring the lad himself into the Chi- 


| oO” 
cago Jan, 27. 


Drama Guild, Inc., | 


booker 
| starting his Own indie club 


| 


the- | 


i 
| 





| 


Basils’ | 


Nicholas J.| 





Murphy’s Independent Agency 
Mark Murphy, Keith New 
released two weeks 


York 
ago, is 
book- 
ing agency in New York. 





Walter Meyers, in charge of the 
coast Morris office, is in New York 
over the holidays. 





Falling asleep with a lighted cig. 
aret in his hand. Lou Tellegen was 


jrescued by employees in the Hotel 
Jefferson, Atlantic City, from a bed 
of flames. Although his- body was 
singed. Tellegen a few hours later 


appeared in opening performance of 
“Overture.” 


CONLIN and GLASS 


With HANK MILO 


WEEK JAN. 6 
RITZ, BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 































PACIFIC 


ARTISTS COAST 


WRITG «-- WIRB ~- PHONE 


PHIL A. FREASE 


| 724- @OLDEN GATS BLOG 
FRANKLIN 5975~- SAN FRANCISCO 


REPRESENTATIVE: 






















































RADIO- 
KEITH-ORPHEUM 
CIRLUIT OF THEATRES 


Vaudeville Exchange 
General Booking Offices 
Palace Theatre Building 

1564 Broadway 


R-K-O FILM 
BOOKING CORP. 
General Booking Offices 

1560 Broadway 

NEW YORK 


CORPORATION 
1560-1564 Broadway, New York 


Bryant 9300 
Cable Address: “RADIOKEITH” 





Telephone Exchange: 





R-K-0 
PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


Producers and Distributors of 


RADIO 
PICTURES 


Launching an Era 
of Electrical 
Entertainment 


1560 Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 






























Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY| 


General Executive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


160 WEST 46"ST-: 
BRYANT 7800 NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
Ta 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE R’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 
































WM. MORRIS OFFICE 


WISHING EVERYONE 


A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR 


BOB 


ERNER and FISHER 


WITH 


RUTH 


JACK SIDNEY’S FROLICKERS 


- 


(WEEK OF DEC. 28) 


LOEWS STATE, NEW YORK 


NAT KALCHEIM 
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(BREAKING RECORDS ON THE LOEW CIRCUIT) 
FEATURING 


‘| FLO MAYO 


ALSO 


JEAN SPENCE 


LILLIAN DAWSON | 
| MERLE LOUISE SMITH 


BETTY JANE COOPER 
FLOYD SISTERS 
MARIE ELLIOTT SISTERS syLvisA 
RUTH LOVE 


| JERRY STEVENS 4% «x BAND | | 
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News From 


the Dailies 








This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as. pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers.of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and London... Variety takes no credit 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 











LONDON 





Kiity Reidy, Australian, gets the | 





lights as lead im “Puss In Boots,” 
Lyceum panto. 
Globe and Queen’s theatres, in the 


same Shaftesbury avenue block, up | 
for sale. Sir Alfred Butt boss at | 
both, 





Terence deMarney takes the ring 
as backer with “Love in a Muddle,” 
penned by himself and Ralph Stock. 
Mai Bacon, Pollie Emery and Hor- 
ace Percival booked.. No _ theatre 
yet assigned. 





Managers are talking of barring 
shows appearing in the suburbs 
prior to West End runs. 





Harry Weldon, comedian, serious- 
ly ill. 





Ada May, in “Follow Through,” 
goes into Cochran’s next revue. 
Along with Eric Marshall, Maisie 


Gay, Joan Clarkson and Fowler and 
Tamara, 





Holiday revivals include “The 
Ghost Train” and “The Manat Six:” 
Denis’ Neilson ‘Terry and Mary 


Glynne-in the last. 





A new revue is being written for 
the Guitrys, whom Cochran is 
bringing to London next summer. 





Through being banned, “People 
Like Us” has knocked ’em crazy 
at the Arts, subscription house. 





Edward H. Spook, manager of the 


British Acoustic Studios — talker 
tent—up for assaulting his secre- 
tary. 





Although -the Piccadilly slips into 
talkers when “The Student Prince” 
goes out in January, it'll only keep 
the sound tracks for a month, after 
which “Here Comes the Bride,” mu- 
sical, with Edmund Gwenn and 
Clifford Mollison slated. 


Lilian Radley authored “Virtue 
for Sale,” which Edmund Lauriland 
is presenting shortly. Fay Comp- 
ton, J. H. Roberts, Hartley Power, 
and Henry de Bray slated. 


NEW YORK 


Westwood, N. J., voted to remove 
the ban on Sunday pictures in a 
referendum vote of 869 against 604. 








Monmouth Beach Inn, near Long 
Branch, N. J., was burned last week 
with $450,000 damage claimed. Place 
was insured for $40,000. 





Thelma White has filed suit for 
annulment of her marriage to Claude 
Stroud (Stroud Twins), claiming 
she was 16 at the time and didn’t 
have her mother’s consent. Marriage 
Jan. 1, 1927. 





Claiming she tripped over a de- 
fective rug in the apartment build- 
ing where she lived and thereby im- 
paired her dancing ability, Hilda 
Offield, estranged wife of Duke 
Yellman, orchestra leader, has filed 
suit for $50,000 against Maurice E. 


called that her case is almost iden- 
tical to that of Countess Cathcart, 





banned on the “moral turpitude” 
gag. 

Dorothy Conrey, show. girl and | 
|artists’ model, crippled by a truck | 
|in March, 1927, was awarded $55,000 


damages against the Standard Var- | 

nish Co. 

} 

between | 

Loweil | 
play- 

to | 


Everything oke again 
Joan (Cradle-of-the-Deep) 
and TFhomas Buchanan, her 
wright-husband. There was 
have been a divorce. 





Helen Morgan unofficially adopted 
a year-old baby last March after 
convincing the mother its future 
would’ be greater. zast week she 
returned the kid with a statement 
that Broadway and domesticity 
don’t mix, 





Harry P..Hollahan, former New 
York University student, has filed 
papers in District Court~ charging 
“Good. News” is based on a play 


titled “Bad News,” written by him 
in 1927. Hollahan claims after his 


play was.rejected by a playbroker, 
Schwab and Mandel produced “Good 
News.”’ 





Gilda. Gray says. she loves .T. 
Frank Stewart, millionaire broker, 
and he loves her, but she’s through 
with marriage. 





Discovery of 500 packages of film 
in the Bronx studio of R. L. Griffin 
resulted in conviction for violating 
the fire law and a fine of $200. 


LOS ANGELES 


Another case of politicians trying 
to make an issue over a case con- 
sidered past history years ago, is 
th. insiders’ viewpoint of the furor 
aroused here during the past week 
over the William Desmond Taylor 
murder. It broke when former Gov- 
ernor Friend Richardson announced 
that a convict in the penitentiary 
during his administration “con- 
fessed” he knew who had killed the 
director and that former district 
attorney Asa Keyes hushed up the 
ease, 

Front pages buzzed over the ex- 
humation, with the present District 
Attorney Buron Fitts, scoring in the 
limelight with statements that the 
case would be reopened. ‘The fuss 
again rehashed the connection of 
Mary Miles Minter and her mother, 
Mrs. Charlotte Shelby. The latter 
broke her silence of years with a 
plea to the papers that she knew 
nothing whatever about the crime 
and asked the public to please let 
her and her daughter alone. 

Fitts. is still promising further 
investigations but no one in the 
know takes the thing seriously, put- 
ting it all down to politics with 
next year’s governorship in sight. 











Nancy Lee and her sister Janice 
Hill, pictures, convicted on liquor 
possession charges, were denied a 
new trial and fined $75 each. 

Both girls were arrested in an 
apartment by a raiding squad and 
accused of tampering with state’s 
witnesses in the Alexander Pan- 
tages case. 








Kinman, executor of the estate own- 
ing the building. 





Gordon Godowsky, son of the 
composer, and Yvonne Hughes have 
separated. Godowsky says its a 
friendly split caused by incompati- 
bility. He left Harvard last year to 
élope with the girl, despite protests 
from the father. 





Fire Prevention Bureau excep- 
‘tionally active since the Pathe fire, 
reported four studios without sprin- 
klers. American Sound Recording 
studio has been closed temporarily 
pending installation of equipment. 
Others named ‘are RCA‘ Photo- 
phone, Weiss Bros., and Biograph. 
RCA stated sprinklers will not be 
installed because no more than five 
reels of film are ever stored in the 
building. 





Fire damaged the dancehall and 
Mo-Mart theatre in Brooklyn Sun- 
day. Short circuit. 


Mrs. Jack Kearns is suing for 
$500 alimony Kearns is claimed to 
have contracted for in 1924. Kearns 
denies the lady is his wife. 





Following refusal of the Second 
Avenue theatre management to ad- 
vertise in a communist paper, six 
persons were arrested in the thea- 


-tre on charge of causing a dis- 


turbance. 





Jessie Matthews, British actress, 
publicly admitting indiscretions 
with Sonnie Hale Munro, husband 
of Evelyn Laye, was admitted to 
this country without protest by im- 
migration authorities. It was re- 


Nora White, stage, in a deposition 
| filed in Superior Court as part of 
her cross-complaint for separate 
maintenance, denied Philip T. Car- 
lings allegation that he was drunk 
when he married her in. Ti Juana, 
Carling, when he filed suit for di- 
vorce, charged that when he was 
married, he was under the influence 
of liquor; he did not know what he 
was doing. 





-‘Muncipal Court Judge May Lahey 
released Eddie D’Avrill, brother of 
Yola, D’Avrill, with a 90-day sus- 
pended sentence when he appeared 
on a gun-toting charge. D’Avrill 
was arrested at the home of his 
former wife, Pearl Cooper, actress, 
where he had gone in response to 
a phone call for help. 


CHICAGO 


Ruggiero Ricci, nine-year-old San 
Francisco violinist, conquered city’s 
skeptical music followers in his re- 
cital at Orchestra Hall, Near- 
capacity house raved over the child’s 
playing. 











“Night in Venice,” local Shubert 
musical flop, closes at the Majestic 
after a poor five weeks. “Blue 
Heaven,” Cort production, drops out 
at the Garrick after a miserable 
fortnight. “The Queen Was in the 
Parlor,” with Pauline Frederick, re- 
places. 





Charge of larceny against Laura 
Teobold, model, nol-prossed when 
Stephen Beames, sculptor, failed to 
press charges. Miss Teobold was 





WOMEN'S CLUB 





LEADERS WITH 
COPS IN RAID 


Kansas City, Dec. 31. 

Mid-performance raids and pinches 
on two stock burlesque troupes, at 
the Empress and 12th St., were in- 
stigated and led Saturday night by 
local heads of women’s clubs and 
church organizations, with coppers. 

This is the group trying to pass 
an ordinance closing “immoral” 
shows. 





WHEEL DOWN TO 35 WKS 
STILL CHOPPING COSTS 


Realignment of Mutual Circuit, 
through recent house dropouts and 
show closings now gives the wheel 
35 houses and same number of 
shows. The circuit started season 
with 45 houses and 45 shows, From 
present indications the circuit may 
finish the season with its present 
average or less with little likelihood 
of either new houses or shows be- 
ing added. 


That burlesque, agy now operated, 





REFORM DRAWS 
UNION SQUAWK 


Minneapolis, Dec. 31, 
Union labor here has demandeg 
that Mayor W. F. Kunze curb the 
theatrical censorship activities of 
the Woman’s Co-operative Alliance, 
a local reform organization. 
the Alliance 





Because has pre. 





is making a last ditch fight is evi- 
dent with Mutual officials holding 








At the Empress, Eddie Kaplin, 

comedian, and Jack Dickstein, man- 
ager, were hauled away. In the 
12th St. pinch were Cherie, dancer, 
George Scoville, manager, and sev- 
eral attaches. 
Arrests of performers were made 
on charge of indecent exposure, 
Kaplin doing a female impersona- 
tion with disrobing finish. Charge 
against managers was ef conduct- 
ing an immoral show, 


Mutual Wheel 


Weeks of Dec. 30 and Jan. 6. 





BARE. FACTS — State, Springfield; 6, 
Grand, Hartford. 
BEST SHOW IN TOWN-—L. O.; 6, Fox, 
Jamaica, 'N. Y, 
BIG REVUE—Fox, Jamaica, N. Y.; &, 


H. & 8S. Apollo, N. Y. C. 
BOHEMIANS—Gayety, Buffalo; 6, Colon- 


fal, Utica. 

BOWERY BURLESQUERS—L. 0.; 6, 
Gayety, Milwaukee. 

BROADWAY SCANDAIAL—H. & §S. Apol- 
lo, N. Y. C.; 6, Steinway, Astoria. 

BURLESQUE REVUE—Gayety, Detroit; 
6, Empire, Toledo. 


CRACKER JACKS—Columbia, N.Y, C.; 
6-8, Wedgeway; 9-11 Schenectady, 

DAINTY DOLLS—Columbia, Cleveland; 
6, Gayety, Buffalo. 

DIMPLED DARLINGS—Trocadero, Phil- 
adelphia; 6, Gayety, Baltimore. 

FLAPPPR FOLLIES — Academy, 
burgh; 6, Lyceum, Columbus. 

FRENCH MODELS—Modern, Providence; 
6; Gayety, Scranton, 

FRIVOLITIES — 30-1 Wedgeway 2-4, 
Schenectady; 6, New Empire, Albany, 


Pitts- 


GET HOT—Grand, Hartford; 6, Lyric, 
Bridgeport. 

GINGER . GIRLS—Empress, Chicago; 6, 
Gayety, Detroit. 


GIRLS FROM THE FOLLIES—Enmpire, 
Newark; 6, Orpheum, Paterson. 

GIRLS FROM HAPPYLAND — Casino, 
Boston; 6, Trocadero, Philadelphia. 

GIRLS IN BLUE—Gaiety, Scranton; 6-8 
Lyric, Allentown; 9-11, Orpheum, Reading. 

HELLO PAREE—Colonial, Utica; 6, L. O. 

HIGH FLYERS—Irving Place, N. Y. C.; 
6, Empire, Newark, 

HINDU BELLES—Orpheum, Paterson; 6, 
Hudson, Union City. 

JAZZTIME RPEVUE—Garrick, St. 
6, Gayety, Kansas City. 

KUDDLING KUTIES — Hudson, Union 
City; 6, Gayety, Brooklyn. 

LAFFIN THRU—Piaza, Worcester; 6, 
Gayety, Boston. 

MISCHIEF MAKERS—Howard, Boston; 
6, Modern, Providence. 

MOONLIGHT MAIDS—Gayety, 
6, State, Springfield. 

MOULIN ROUGE—BEmpresa, 
6, Gayety, Louisville. 

NAUGHTY NIFTIES—Gayety, 
kee; 6, Empress, Chicago. 

NITE CLUB GIRILS—Empire, Toledo; 6, 
Columbia, Cleveland, 

ORIENTAL GIRLS—Gayety, Baltimore; 
6, Gayety, Washington. 

PARISIAN FLAPPERS—L, 0O.; 6, Casino, 
Boston. 

PRETTY BABIES—Lyceum, Columbus; 6, 
Lyric, Dayton. 

PUSS PUSS—Lyric, Bridgeport; 6, L. O. 

RECORD BREAKERS—Gayety, Brook- 
lyn; 6, L. O. 

Sa ey MAIDS—Gayety, Kansas City; 


SPEED GIRLS—Gayety, Washington; 6, 
Academy, Pittsburgh. . 
SPORTY WIDOWS — New Empire, Al-« 
bany; 6, Plaza, Worcester. 

STEP LIVELY GIRLS — Steinway, As- 
toria; 6, Star, Brooklyn. 

STEPPE SHOW-—Lyric, Dayton: 6, Em- 
press, Cincinnati. 
: SUGAR BABIES—L, 0O.; 6, Howard, Bos- 
on, 

TAKB A CHANCE-—Star, 
Columbia, N. Y. C, 
TEMPTERS—30-1 Lyric, Allentown: 2-4 
Orpheum, Reading; 8, Irving Place, N. Y. C. 
WATSON'S SHOW—Mutual, Indianapolis; 
6, Garrick, 6t. Louis, 

WINE, WOMAN and SONG — Gayety, 
Louisville; 6, Mutual, Indianapolis. 


BURLESQUE CHANGES 


Harry Beasley, straight, replaces 
Tom Moran with Gayety stock, 
Montreal. 

Hughey’ Mack opens Sunday at 
American stock, N. Y. Lee Smith 
(ingeriue) joins same time, 


Louls; 


Boston; 
Cincinnati; 


Milwau- 


Brooklyn; 6, 








charged with the theft of two rings 
from the sculptor’s studio. 





Tennesee Mitchell Anderson, di- 
vorced wife of Sherwood Anderson, 
novelist, was found dead Thursday 
in her apartment here. 





Station WBCM, Bay City, Mich., 
added to permanent network of Co- 
lumbia ¢hain. : 


Tony Capizzio, one of the own- 
ers of the Circus Cafe, released by 
the police last week after having 
been held as a suspect in the Clark 
street massacre. 


The lake front between 16th and 
39th streets has been selected as the 
Site of the first group of buildings 
for the world’s fair in 1933. Con- 





struction will be ‘started fn April. 


almost daily conferences to devise 
ways and means. 

I. H. Herk is reported conferring 
with musicians’ union to take a 
|chop or permit fewer musicians to 
play the shows, using the $100 
weekly concession granted. by the 


stagehands as basis for his argu- 
ments for reduction on musicians. 

Herk has also urged houses to go 
after exploitation for incoming at- 
tractions instead of routine an- 
nouncements., 


Jersey Stock Ends 


Stock burlesque folded 'prema- 
turely at the Casino, Grantwood, 
N. J., last week, after two weeks 
of bad business. 
| Company had been installed by 
| Myers & Warren, former tab pro- 
ducers. 

Company and attaches paid on 
pro rata basis for the final week. 








Stock at Fulton 

Stock burlesque is in at Fulton, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Fulton Holding 
company is operating with David 
Meyer in charge. Two-a-day and 
weekly change of bill. 

Company includes Tommy O'Neill 
and Eddie O’Brien, comics; Billy 
Lee, straight; Robert Wallace, juve- 
nile; Sue Miller, soubret; Jean Car- 
roll, prima; Mildred Miller, ingenue, 
and Blossom La Velle, soub. 

Jack Perry producing book and 
Leona Edwards staging dances. 

Deal for stock burlesque at the 
Empire, Brooklyn, is temporarily 
off with house sticking to pictures. 


CRACKER JACKS 


(MUTUAL) 


Just an average Mutual that 
needed the house build up at the 
Columbia plenty to get it across. 
Sans house augmentation it’s just 
another show and a tail ender at 
that. Just the type that has helped 
wash up burlesque and a turk for 
anywhere. ; 

Wava White is featured and pre- 
sumably expected to carry the show 
and doesn’t. Miss White is okay on 
appearance and revealment but 
after that she’s out. A former run- 
way soub at the Irving Place where 
she was excellent for a couple of 
numbers but not enough talent or 
experience to carry this show. 

Mutuals depend mostly upon the 
femmes for a smackover if at all. 
When the dames flop, or rather the 
principal dames the show goes ker- 
plop, and that’s exactly what hap- 
pens to this one. From a femme 
angle it’s a lame duck all the way 
through and needs plenty of re- 
arrangement and jacking up if they 
hope to survive the current season 
on the wheel. 

The comics, Joe Moss, Billy Gor- 
don and Lew Fine, are as futile a 
trio of stabbers at laughs as have 
been projected by a wheel show in 
some time. They have unhappily 
dug up the oldest bits and wheczes 
for laughs and don’t get any. In 
fact, Monday night’s audience didn’t 
figure it a show except when the 
house soubs and choristers trotted 
forth when they sat up at attention 
and then went blah until another 
house number was on. 

Miss White is given a great build- 
up entrance, but fails to live up to 
it. Her attempts at warbling never 
get across the foots, and her sey- 
eral stabs at weaving are amateur- 
ish. Edith Warren and Zella Stev- 
ens fare better as number leaders 
but have nothing else to pull up the 
show. Jockie Gilbert, ingenue and 
looker, works well in the skits, but 
that’s all. 

With the femme department weak 
the show does a brodie early and 
never recovers. The numbers spacr 
ing the skits are as ancient as the 
former with not a semblance of a 
new idea either in number or stag- 
ing. : 

Whoever produced “Cracker 
Jacks” doesn’t know the burlesque 
racket as it is now. With a weak 
"2 Mieiaian a heavy battery of 
girls might have ‘set it, but with 

ic, accments weak what chance 
has the show? 

None, if you must know, unless 
some vigorous realignment of ma- 
terial and strengthening of prin- 
cipals is accomplished immediately. 

As iz won't do, and the sooner 
whoever has it gets to work on it 
the better. Edba, 








vailed upon the mayor to “purify 
| the lines’ 
| Palace theatre, the management an. 


in stock burlesque at the 


nounced it will close the house anq 
lay off the 50 employes with a $2,909 
| weekly payroll. 

In the delegation that appeareq 
before the mayor and protestea 
against the Alliance’s censorship 
“meddling” were E. G. Hall, presi. 
dent of the Minnesota State Feder. 
ation of Labor; F. W. Birnbach, 
secretary of the Minneapolis Musi- 
cians’ Union, and representatives of 
stage hands, bill posters and other 
unions, 

Birnbach argued that many silent 
and talking pictures are more harm. 
ful than the worst:of the burlesque 
shows. ‘ 

Request was made that David 
Broderick, police. censor, be. per- 
mitted to handle censorship without 
interference from ‘“‘outside groups” 
The mayor took the request under 
advisement. 


SOUBRETTE’S WRENCHED 
BACK WORTH $10,000 


Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 31. 

Injuries suffered in a fall down a 
flight of stairs in the Majestic ho- 
tel, Utica, are worth $10,000, in the 
estimation of Walentyna Rudelfa, 
burlesque soubret. She is suing 
the hotel for that sum in a Supreme 
Court action brought here. The de- 
fendant corporation is seeking a 
change of venue on the ground that 
all witnesses are residents of Utica, 

Miss Rudelfa was a member ‘of 
the Ed. F. Daley burlesque stock, 
which alternated between the local 
Temple and Colonial, Utica, last 
summer. The actress claims that 
on June 20 the elevator was out of 
order as she was leaving the hotel 
for the theatre, forcing her to walk 
down the stairs. She alleges she 
tripped as her heel caught and fell 
several stens. striking on ho» head 
and badly wrenching her back. 

Recurring dizzy spells have since 
interfered with her career, she 
charges. 


Quit in Disgust 
Buffalo, Dec. 31. 

Stating the Gayety, Mutual stand, 
has been losing $1,000 weekly this 
season, Roy E. Van, managing the 
house for three years, quit in dis- 
gust. 

A new corporation headed by the 
Jacobs Brothers, concessionaireé, 
has taken over the house. 














American on 2-a-Day 
As City Stays Grind 


American Music Hall, New York, 
has scrapped grind policy for its 
stock shows and is again operating 
on the former two-a-day basis exX¢ 
cept Sundays when the grind ob- 
tains. y 

The grind policy, however, is 
sticking at the City, downtown, and 
also with stock policy playing three 
shows week days and four on Sune 
days. 


Bedini at American 


Jean Bedini went in as produce? 
for the stock at American Music 
Hall, New York, this week. 

Bedini was former show fixer for 
Mutual Circuit and was installed 
by I. H. Herk, who took over opera- 
tion of the house two wéeks 88% 





La Villa Forced Off 

La Villa Maye, former featured 
soub with “Puss Puss,” has recov 
ered from an operation but may be 
forced into retirement for remainder 
of season. 

Miss Maye suffered loss of weight 
through her illness, dropping from 
126 to 112 and wili have to rest 
Buster Sanborn has taken over Miss 





show. 


Maye’s assignment with the wheel 








rout 
new 
Ben 
com 
the 
to s 
mat 
knat 
jum 
O; 
is E 
men 
knot 
gow 
act. 
mak 
com 
not 
cial 
ple » 
is in 
Jack 
or t: 
Tl 
nove 
sion 
ties. 





31. 

nded 
) the 
Ss of 
ance, 


pre. 
urify 
t the 
t an- 
> and 
52,900 


eared 
ested 
rship 
resi- 
edere 
bach, 
Musi- 
es of 
other 


silent 
arm 
esque 


David 

per- 
thout 
ups.” 
under 


HED 
000 


31, 
wn a 
c ho- 
n the 
delfa, 
suing 
preme 
1e de- 
ing @ 
1 that 
Utica. 
yer of 
stock, 
- local 
, last 
; that 
out of 
hotel 
» walk 
ss she 
1d fell 
- head 


‘since 


. oa 

stand, 
ly this 
ng the 
in dis- 


by the 
naires, 


zrind 
+ York, 
for its 
erating 
sis exe 
nd ob- 


ver, 1s 
vn, and 
g three 
n Sune 


an 


roducer 
Music 


xer for 
»stalled 

opera 
ks ago. 


eatured 


may be 
mainder 


/ weight 
ig from 
to rest. 
rer Miss 


e wheel 





nicked for $10,000. 








Wednesday, January 1, 1930 


__ # enscar alsa er 


yet 





VAUDE HOUSE REVIEWS 








VARIETY 





PALACE RKO someuncganent, and the double, 
closing, sent this act over with 
is (St. Vaude) (Vaudfilm) surety. 
y ° rahan. 

weer Janette Hackette. Los Angeles, Dec. 27. Smith and Barker, long around 
Ooh! Estelle Taylor, Although vaude is held down this | vaude, followed in an act that clicks 
Fits! _Jack. Bosny. week the RKO show runs over/all the time. This is the unique 
Aw! The Great Rolle. ae ner ve as usual, with the/ offering in which a pitchman, spiel- 
Hee! Charles Ruggles. ethy picture “Flight” (Col). ing against marriage, unfolds a lit- 
ar tne Three acts, with Leavitt and|tle drama in front of your eyes, 


Running along unrestricted Sat- 
urday afternoon this collection was 
almost too much. Tightened it will 
be a customer’s holiday. S. R. O. 
Saturday. 

Al Trahan, the battling pianist, is 
foremost among its representatives 
of topnotch vaudeville. Attacking 


the box with enough vigor to make | 
out of | 
Lady Yukona Cameron’s boisterous | 


it bleed, Trahan makes orgy 


interpretation of a prima donna in 
the rough. So much in the rough 


Lockwood's flash going over 30 min- 
uies. Turn carries nine brass 
bandsmen, seven girls in line, two 
more girls and a male dancer. It 
clicks solely on the comedy “team- 
work of Douglas Leavitt and Ruth 
Lockwood. Their deaf-mute skit 
and their Garbo-Gilbert burlesque 
make powerful fodder. The 
numbers are a dead weight and the 
act is overmanned, built up 
though to give a lot of people a 
ride home. 
Two Daleys, 





Australian eccentric 


that she necks Trahan with the/ jugglers, open and warm up quickly 


tenderness of a clothes wringer ca- 
ressing a wet shirt. Mr. 
value to the best vaudeville is typi- 
fied by Jack Benny’s employment as 
a gag the announcement that this 
is Trahan’s first appearance at the 
Palace. Bénny later said he enjoyed 
every hour of Trahan’s act, which is 
simply the viewpoint of an m. ec. 
growing bunions in the wings. 

Trahan was fourth. Benny was 
eighth, besides saying a word or two 
between acts. Billed as “the cine- 
master of ceremonies,” he inserted 
several plugs for his picture work 
on the coast. Incidentally it’s a 
one-week vaude return for Benny, 
as he’s returning to Hollywood for 
more klieg klowning. For the one 
week he has the regular skeleton of 
his standard easy-going chatter 
routine, pleasantly stuffed with 
newer sassy sayings and gossip. 
Benny is one of those rare light 
comedians who drift in and out with 
the knowledge that what they have 
to say is funny but doesn’t really 
matter. The few who have the 
knack aren’t bothered by one-night 
jumps. 

Of some drawing power this week 
is Estelle Taylor, from pictures. To 
mention that Mi®s Taylor is a 
knockout in two revealingly tight 
gowns is just about describing her 
act. Her talk, done with an unbilled 
male pianist, is the _ ineffectual 
comeding of a swell-looking 
not meant to be funny, and her spe- 
cial songs are fair in delivery. Peo- 
ple will like it because Miss Taylor 
is init. No mention of her husband, 
Jack Dempsey, was made in billing 
or talk here (New Acts). 


The Great Rolle opened with a 
novel all-midget combination of illu- 
sions and song-and-dance special- 
ties. Rolle is a debonair Lilliputian, 
m. c.’ing the clever specialties of his 
cute trio of assistants with bright 
and easy patter, besides bulwarking 
the structure with three illusions— 
cabinet, disappearing woman and 
“floating” lady. MRolle’s skill as a 
magician rests in the efficiency of 
his props, but everything is highly 
entertaining because of the minia- 
ture performers. 


Second was Boyd Senter, jazz 
clarinetist, who also plays numerous 
other instruments effectively. He Is 
supported by a dancing fiddler and 
Pianist. Senter is agreeable in an 
early spot if for no other reason 
than his blazing “St. Louis Blues.” 


The Janette Hackett dance act, 
third, is a wow. With song and a 
progressive succession of dances it 
tells the story of a girl who chose a 
money playboy instead of a poor but 
sincere lover and comes to tragedy 
in a frenzied dance of death. There 
is considerable tension, reaching its 
peak when Miss Hackett breaks free 
trom her skull-masked partner and 
topples down a high staircase. One 
of vaudeville’s best builds may be 
more than glimpsed in this act. Her 
g00d support includes Jose Shalita, 
dancer; Dan Hurwyn, singer, and 
Wally Davis, who takes a period 
before the curtains with nimble ac- 
robatic dancing. 


Al Trahan and Miss Taylor fo!- | 


lowed in succession. First half was 
closed by Charles Ruggles, legit 
comedian, in a sketch based on his 
attempts to find out what girl he 
married during a stew party the 
previous night. It looks like two, 
but turns out to be his nurse, whom 
he really loved all along. Comedy 
is primary but nice as played by 
Ruggles. Benny announced Ruggles 
has an independent income from 
real estate and therefore unworriea 
whether the act is liked or not. 
Troupe includes Anita Booth, Ne- 
ville Westman, Alyce Johnstone and 
Lester Elliott. 


Venita Gould started the second 
stretch, with newer “impressions” 
of Helen Kane, Maurice Chevalier 
and the late Jeanne Eagels in a bit 
from “The Letter” (film). Windup 
is of Libby Holman from “The Lit- 
tle Show,” exceptionally hét for va- 
riety patrons. As in the show, 
there’s a male p. i. getting hot and 
vulgar in a dance that can’t be 
even described. All of Miss Gould’s 
mimicry is concentrated accuracy. 
Reception very big, including 
flowers. 


Finish of the long bill was Art 
Landry and his band, wih a small 
and sweet version of Helen Kane 
f0ing under the name of Frances 
McCoy. Good act and rather ex- 
Pensive for a closer. Much of its 
Value was Jost in the spot. 


One act could be eliminated with- 


lady | 


Trahan’s | 


with the house going strong 
Daley’s music-hall type of chatter. 
Hal Yates and Cooper Lawler fol- 
low, nice boys with piano and song 


routine that could headline any 
YMCA entertainment. Opener is 
Sugary, their roughest number 


“We’re the Sunday Drivers,” and 
balance verges toward the classical. 
The crowd liked ’em. 


Seven minutes between the vaude 
and the picture is handed over to 
the local U. S. Marine Reserves 
drill as tieup on Marine co-opera- 
tion in producing “Flight.” Two- 
minute spiel by a lieut, followed by 
a squad inspection and a routine 
of gunhandling. Not entertainment. 

Besides the feature were Pathe 
sound news and a comedy, “Old 
Bill’s Xmas.” Uneven sound pro- 
duction still marring the feature. 


MET, BROOKLYN 


(Vaudfilm) 

Fair bill, hardly strong enough to 
draw, only two out of the five acts 
rating better than pop. “Mysterious 
Island” (Metro) feature. Biz good 
Saturday at first night show, but 
off later. 

Audiences here have a rep of being 
the most enthusiastic and appre- 
ciative vaude viewers this side of 
the Boston Post Road. Everything 
gets a generous hand slam. All ma- 
tured turns on the bill except for 
Benny Davis, next to closing, with 
a new act. Best bets on bill were 
Benny Davis and Lillian Shaw, dia- 
lectician, character comedy  per- 
former. «Setup planted practically 
all the comedy second and third, 
leaving two musical and dance acts 
on the tail. “Lights and Shadows,” 
closing, is cut from its original per- 
sonnel of 18 people to 10—four men 
and six women—doing same routine 
but not, nearly as smooth and hardly 
as cchésive as bigger act. Ballet of 
three girls was okay, but the girl 
member of the adagio trio took the 
cake for performance. Act got fair 
hand. 

Davis, songwriter-entertainer, for- 
merly had a flash revue of 21 people. 
Now earries one male pianist and 
two girl dancers—Ruby Shore and 
Margie Green. Davis is 85% of the 
act and 85% good. Customers qui 
vived to him with gusto, (New 
Acts.) 

Opener, Bentell and Gould, man 
and woman musicians and dancers, 
dance well and present good novelty 
act with xylophone and solo dances. 
Girl’s rope tap socked the house. 
Lillian Shaw had to make curtain 
speech. Knocked ’em out of seats 
with her characterizing and dialect 
monologs. Three numbers — Italian 
housewife, Jewish bride, and the 
bride a year later. All good stuff. 

George Darmonde and Partner 
(blonde) occupied the second spot 
with their cycle polo comedy. Dar- 
monde plays a drunk tramp cyclist. 
His partner is weak. Act looked 
fair, but lammed over here for more 
laughs than a tickled hyena. 














ACADEMY 


(Vaudfilm) 


Seven acts, often better than the 
average in other Fox or opposition 
neighborhoods, and usually good pic- 
tures showing for the first time 
around 14th street, coupled with 
luxuriousness of this pop. vaud- 
filmer, makes the Academy an ideal 
spot for show-shoppers to spend 
their money most every week. This 
week is no exception to the rule. 
The new program has so few weak 
spots they are hardly worth notic- 
ing, and the picture is that tale of 
hot love and drama, “The River” 
(Fox). 

Playing to a nearly filled house at 
the second show Saturday, the seven 
vaude acts got breaks that must 
have warmed their hearts after the 
pre-Christmas slump. Taking the 
first six minutes of the 91 consumed 
by vaude, the Uyeno Japs opened in 
slick tumbling and risley which has 
for atmospheric effect a highly-col- 
ored drop resembling the Oriental 
art work on tea sets. Smoothness 
and lack of stalling characterize 
performance by the Uyenos. 

On second, May Wynn and Buddy, 
recently at the Hippodrome under 
the now defunct stage band policy, 
made the most of eight minutes in 
dance routines. Clever hoofers, this 
pair. All things going by compari- 





and able stepping should place them 


out hurting. The bill is more than|in demand for No. 2 spots anywhere, 


& bargain. Palace budget was 


Bang. 


and that includes the Palace. } 
| Wynn's military tap, given special 


girl) sticking out over the pit here, did 





as | 


talking all the time it goes on, and 
at the last minute, when about to 
sell his books, exhorting against 
connubial adventures, himself falls 
with a thud. Act plays 19 minutes 
but hasn’t a dull moment. 

Dolly Kay, queen of syncopation 
and working on the little platform 





three numbers and walked, refusing | 
despite a good-sized hand to do an 


;encore or even deign to take a couple 


for | 





| twice early 
|} mony numbers. 


| 


| material here to consume that time. 








son, Wynn and Buddy's fast act| opening, being played straight. 


; 


Miss | Jim Thomas and orchestra overture 


| finish but could have heightened the 


i 
bows. 
Held over from last week, Duke | 
Ellington’ and his Cotton Club Or- | 
chestra of 11, aided and abetted by 
several specialty entertainers from 
the Harlem night club, proved the 
biggest hit of all, doing encore be- 
cause of repeated demand. Could 
have done two, after playing “St. 
Louis Blues” hot as hot can be, but 
time apparently didn’t permit. 
Norton and Haley (New Acts) got 
the next-to-closing niche and man- 
aged to survive it rather satisfac- 
torily, a few nip gags helping. Ina 
nicely staged and mounted revue 
offering, Virginia Rucker and Co. 
brought the seven-acter to a fitting 


effect by cutting the 16 minutes a 
little. Routining, due to length, is 
too conventional in some respects, 
with the male team reappearing 
in the act to do har- 
If 16 minutes must 
be done, there seems to be plenty 


Miss Rucker could do more in the 
act than she does if she cared to. 
A very attractive young dancer, 
she appears early in a nicely done 
ballroom number with singing ac- 
companying and later in a toe spe- 
cialty. Reversal of spotting of both 
numbers should be beneficial to the 
act. Five people supporting head of 
act here, all capable. 
Fox-Movietone News on screen 
besides feature, show runs three 
hours flat. Char. 


86TH STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 

Satisfying. bill with fair vaude 
show and pictures, but not as strong 
entertainment as has been ladled 
out at this upper east side Keith 
house. The usual five acts, with 
flashes still opening shows and often 
one of the best acts in the layout. 
Sereen had “The Girl from Wool- 
worth’s” (FN). 

Holiday’ shopping over and Santa 
Claus something of the past, the 
86th Street had its lower floor near- 
ly filled at the first show Saturday 
afternoon. Apparently in better 
spirits than recently, the audience 
actually encouraged the actors when 
they did anything worth while. 


Lane, Osborne and Chicco, a four- 
people musical and dance offering, 
beautifully staged, were on first, and 
found the early spot and early hour. 
not against them, their efforts reap- 
ing the deserved rewards. Lane 
ani Osborne, who sometime ago did 
an act alone, but areenow backed by 
pianists who double for harp num- 
bers, are unusually adept dancers. 
Their toy soldier number toward the 
finish rates strongest and is one of 
the best specialties of its kind ever 
seen. 


Paul Sydell and Spotty, an animal 
act without a word from Sydell or 
even a bark from his little terriers, 
held the deuce spot nicely. This is 
one of the classiest little dog acts in 
the business. A remarkable feature 
of the turn is its smoothness and 
the uncommon alacrity with which 
Spotty does his stuff without any 
apparent cueing. 


Center of the bill brought addi- 
tional dancing and some comedy in 
Bill Farrell's skit, “Back Home.” 
Four-people offering, which takes 
argumentative hubby and wife into 
the former’s home, where pa and ma 
also do a little expostulating now 
and then. The old man does old- 
time song and dance numbers, clogs, 
etc., while mother tries her hand at 
a song, most of this stuff being pal- 
atable entertainment but not of the 
best. Scoring best and outstanding 
are Bill Farrell’s eccentric dance 
and the clog double he and pa do for 
the close. Some of the comedy ma- 
terial and clowning on Farrell’s part 
earlier in the act are silly and al- 
most laughless. 


Sylvia Clark, interesting little 
comedienne long in vaude, was in 
next to closing. Same act she has 
done for some time, but now billed 
for the sake of timeliness as “100% 
Talkie.” 

Closing, Art Landry and his Vic- 
tor Recording Orchestra of 11 men, 
doubling from the Palace, discov- 
ered the going particularly propi- 
tious. They liked Landry and his 
act heaps here, with as big applause 
returns collected as by any other 
act on the bill. Generous amount 
of comedy and novelties in the offer- 
ing takes it out of the regular band 
rating, only one number, and that 


Pathe Sound News, a_ special 
Christmas trailer, organ number by 





the rest of the show. Cast, 3 


| stuff on rollers and the mixed team 


|fancy stuff. 





(St. Vaude) 


A good show at the Riverside but 
none too ostentatious for its swan 
song week as a big timer. House 
goes three-a-day next week. 

George Jessel, back from the 
chirping tintypes, is here for the 
week as topliner through courtesy 
of John Golden. Jessel’s vaude ex- 
cursion is for this week only, after 
which he begins rehearsals of his 
new legit “P. S. He Got the Job,” 
which Golden will produce. Jessel 
copped the show all the way. 

Winslow Four, three men and girl, | 
pacemade with a skatorial act which 
had two of the men doing the clown 





contrasting with legitimate and | 
Combo blended neatly | 
and put it over. Mitchell Brothers, | 
two boys with banjos, followed and 
whooped things up with some good 
harmony singing and banjo selec- | 
tions. | 

Colleano Family, featuring Mau- | 
rice Colleano, also satisfied in a big | 
way with a mixture of acrobatics 
and dancing. Maurice Colleano’s 
acrobatic dancing was standout, as 
usual, although his trio of sisters 
gave plenty good account of them- 
selves; especially the one contrib- 
uting the acrobatic oriental. Good 
act all the way through. Plenty of 
diversity and speed put it over for 
merited returns. 

Howard and Newton, femmes, | 
were okay in next niche with com- 
edy gab and songs. The “Wedding 
Bells” number which both gals as 
disappointed bridal candidates 
packed most laughs. 

“Kitchen Pirates” proved an at- 
tractive production buildup for an 
adagio foursome that went across 
big and neared show stopper. The 
act, produced by Myer Golden, fea- 
tures Peggy and Gary, with Warner 
and Lawrence’ supporting. The 
dance is. handled as cat and mouse 
affair in an attractive kitchen set. 
Peggy, as the mouse, is trapped by 
the three in cat costumes and tossed 
all over the place in the ensuing 
adagio. The girl contributes some 
corking work both in. postures and 
bends, and easily cops honors of the 
act. 

Williams and Delaney followed 
and tickled aplenty with nut com- 
edy, singing and dancing. The 
diminutive Miss Williams’ buffoon- 
ery kept them in roars throughout, 
with Delaney also.sharing in the 
other divisions of the act. 

George Jessel, next to shut, 
grabbed the show from walk on with 
a breezy monologue interpolating 
“At the Telephone,” and later wax- 
ing sentimental—real tears and 
everything—in “Pages of Yester- 
day.” He rolled them with his first 
crack about being cleaned in Wall 
Street and that this date had been 
booked by his broker. He said he 
had a lot of inside gab on Holly- 
wood that he couldn’t spill until he 
got his next check. A ballad for 
getaway after a couple of previous 
vocals spacing the gab set Jessel 
pretty as hit of the show with a 
call back for a bow-off speech. 

Van Loane and Veronica, mixed, 
closed with sand pictures and voeal- 
izing. Miss Veronica handled the 
numbers, with her partner creating 
the sand pictures, colored, on huge 
frames to typify numbers being 
sung. Novel and got over. 

Biz light Saturday afternoon. 

: Edba. 


+. 





HAMILTON 


(Vaudfilm) 

Scores of youths in for the Sat- 
urday afternoon show to turn loose 
the unmistakable and _ explosive 
Bronx cheer. At times they were 
rather feeble, but at others were 
turned on full force. Show finally 
got through with only one calldown 
from the stage. This from Lillian 
Morton, who knew her stage onions 
and courageously finished her act 
to erithusiastic applause. 

Youngster of today doesn’t care 
two whoops for vocal solos. from 
the ladies, no matter how good they 
are or how much they spent on 
the voice training. Vaude called 
for much house darkening and toss- 
ing of spots to the stage, which 
gave the under-cover razzers a 
chance to pull their stuff. 

Jack Hunter and Monty opened. 
Gave show a dandy start. Hunter 
is a hard working boy, dances well 
and tosses in enough acrobatics to 
enliven his score. The little femme 
partner is a corking tapper and 
one who does that sort of stepping 
gracefully and skillfully. Dorothy 
Douglas and Johnny Wright Co. 
were made to order for the juvs. 
Prop Spark Plug horse put some 
low comedy into the show, Wright 
and his assistant doing the hoss 
do some nifty team work. 

Paul Mohr and Co. (New Acts) 
pleasing in a way. Lillian Morton 
is a talented single whose num- 
bers run largely to comedy, with 
that characterization of the sea- 
sick Arab k. 0. Razzing from up- 
stairs, but downstairs she was a 
large-sized hit. 

In the closing spot was Meehan’s 
dogs. A routine along familiar 
lines, with the leaping greyhounds 
a standout. 


j;start by 


| parents, 
| just 
| Kid’s impersonations of various tap- 


7 





On the screen “The Girl From 
Woolworth’s” (FN). Biz immense, | 
with standees ground 4 p. m. 

Mark. 


PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 


Chicago, Dec. 28. 
Real vaude of all around enter- 
tainment playing to exceptional 
business, 


Five acts stopped the show: Wal- 
ter Wahl, the comic handbalancer, 
with Emmett Oldfield, riding the 
No. 2 spot in kingly fashion; Bill 
Robinson, held over from the pre- 
vious week; Nellie and Sara Kouns, 
the singing sisters; Ledova, and 
Chick Sale. 


Saie was the main attraction and 


in next to closing whooped it up 
'merrily. Doubtless the backyard au- 
ithor was partly responsible for the 


i brisk trade. 


Paulo-Paquita and Chikita, danc- 
ing and song trio, after an unsteady 
the dancing team caught 
with a Mexican song by the pian- 
iste and rolled up speed with their 
fast castanet finish. 

Wahl and Oldfield, following with 
eight minutes of hand-to-hand 
struggling in attempts at acrobatics, 
found such favor with the eccentric 
flavor of their work they were 
pulled for a four-minute encore, 
rounded to a topping finish with two 
straight lifts. 

For this house the dancing bits 
by Sonny Jarvis interposed in the 
crossfire of the skit, “Elevated Love” 
with Jarvis and Harrison, the boy’s 
gave weight.to something 
passing above the average. 


dancers went exceptionally well. 


Bill Robinson, having won a mo- 
ral victory over racketeers trying 
to shake. him down, was elation 
personified when he stepped out for 
the first show. A new routine on 
the steps, and working fast all the 
way through, sticking almost entire- 
ly to legwork, Robinson = spilled 
them, By way of innovation he 
worked a double dance with Fred 
Cone, the Palace prep boy, on the 
steps; Fred, all pride, showed Rob- 
inson is a good teacher. 

Vlosing before intermission the 
Kouns sisters, with dignity in their 
manner and renditions, were a cinch 
with their classical program of 
songs, using splendid arrangement 


of “I Kiss Your Hand Madame” to * 


clinch., Not having appeared here 
in over a year, these two favorites 
were accorééd a great reception. 

Happily for this good bill, the 
late section had plenty of quality. 
After any number of slides plugging 
future Palace acts, Ledova sent the 
show back to high tide. Her open- 
ing adagio with Ivan Luttman set 
a normal pace that.grew with two 
nicely timed spirituals by the col- 
ored chorus of six men and two 
girls, winding up in that bizarre 
blues finish and holding the house 
firmly. Ledova all the way through. 

Chick Sale niftied the matinee 
audience with his enactment of a 
zither club mass meeting. 

Mijares, the wire walker, was not 
caught, Loop. 


ALBEE, B’KLYN 


(Vaudfilm) 


Ted Lewis and William Boyd for 
the Albee’s canopy, Lewis on the 
stage with his high-priced band 
and Boyd screened as star of 
Pathe’s “His First Command.” 
Build-up for Boyd in Brooklyn and 
the Lewis draw over the bridge 
gives the house something to work 
on besides something to sell New 
Year's Eve. 

Leading up to Lewis on the stage 
is a four-act bill of standards, none 
unfamiliar, the bookers not chanc- 
ing a bloomer in this holiday week. 
From Felovis, opening, to Sol Gould, 
next to shut, things run smoothly 
and produce entertainment, but all 
the while it’s a question of how long 
before Lewis gets on. A good Sat- 
urday matinee house knew what it 
wanted, 

Felovis juggles the pill and stick 
with great finesse, though much of 
his bill opening success rests with 
his manner of selling. As a sales- 
man of anti-gravity stunting, Fe- 
lovis, with Rastelli and Serge Flash, 
completes a triumvirate of Con- 
tinental jugglers who have made 
good over here. All are capable of 
spotting late on a straight vaude 
bill, And all are jugglers who just 
juggle and don’t talk. 

Dixie Four, deucing and later 
stepping into Lewis's act, probably 
going with Lewis bookings. By 
themselves, No. 2, without an at- 
tempt that early to reveal their af- 
filiation, the four colored men make 
good with song material that’s 
standard for their sort of turn until 
dancing off. 





The Cansinos in their new flash, ~% 


tightened up now and looking bet- 
ter, were full stage mid-spotters, 
providing the show with its first 
dash of flash and its first woman. 
Bill gets its comedy almost as late 
as its women, for nothing funny 
until the semi-finalist, Sol Gould. 
Newness of anything in the laugh 
line on this bill gave Gould an edge 
at his entrance. The first line in 
dialect (Hebe) was very much wel- 
comed by the audience and ap- 
peared to them to sound as funny 
as anything that followed. Gould 
looks a lot better at Albees than at 
Palaces. But he should ish kabish 
—-there’s only one Palace. 

Lewis was a solid half-hour 


(Continued on page 40) 
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NEW ACTS 





Estelle TAYLOR and Co. (1) 
“Theme Songs” 

Songs and Talk 

20 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Palace (St. V.) 

Another in the almost unbroken 
line of film players passing in and 
out of vaude. Estelle Taylor’s act 
is not good, but it has the value 
of her name as a draw and her ap- 
pearance as an alibi. 

An unbilled pianist has the bur- 
den of talk in addition to his ac- 
companiments for Miss Taylor’s 
quartet of songs. Act is titled 
“Theme Songs” and is credited to 
Jack Frost. 

With lines calling for lightly non- 
sensical playing, Miss Taylor is not 
in her element, and the comedy 
must be rated a flop. Her pianist 
starts constructing a scenario vo- 
cally, Miss Taylor appearing when 
he mentions the star. With the plot 
set they start angling for a theme 
song, and Miss Taylor goes into her 
numbers. Singing voice is just 


fair; numbers either new or spe- 
cials. 
Pianist has one comedy lyric, 


based on the recently prevalent gag 
of “See, hear and feel Clara Bow 
for 25 cents.”. Enlarged upon, it 
is repetitious and of questionable 
taste. 

With little worthwhile material 
to help her, Miss Taylor still 
achieves regognition on her appear- 
ance and personality. Two tight 
and therefore doubly attractive 
gowns show her figure. 

A box office act on its name. 

Bang. 


Komarova, Grekine and Skibine 
Dancers 
13 Mins.; Three 
Empire, Paris 
Paris, Dec. 18. 

This trio, two men and a woman, 
dropped out of Mistinguett’s “Paris- 
Miss” revue the day after its open- 
ing. At the Empire, this: unusual 
jerp trio discloses an opening num- 
ber that’s hooey, but a corking nov- 
elty finale (second) presentation 
that would earn for them a picture 
house rating in the States. 

It’s a good film house act, the 
giant ball making a good flash, and 
would dovetail nicely into an 
Egyptian type of presentation. 
Their work is different if not esne- 
cially sensational. Abel. 


Benny DAVIS (3) 

Song, Piano and Dances 
14 Mins.; One 

Met., Brooklyn (V-P) 

Good entertainment for anywhere. 
Davis, songwriter-entertainer, for- 
merly toured with a surrounding 
flash revue of 21 people. This time 
only three; male pianist, Ruby 
Shore and Margie Green. Latter 
two are girl dancers. 

Of the five numbers in act Davis 
does three. Miss Shore’s was a song 
and dance. Only fair tap and voice, 
too imitative of other girls and not 
as good as any. Miss Green does 
acro high kicking well. Both are 
good to look at. 

Davis, however, cops all glory. 
His biggest number is the final 
where he tunes in a medley of the 
songs he has written, all remem- 
bered hits. 

Played next to closing on five-act 
bill, going over with crash and 
cymbals at this please-easy. 


_— 


Paul MOHR and Co. (5) 

M. C. Revuette 

20 Mins.; One and Full Stage 
Hamilton (V-P) 

Idea, not new, is rather pleasing 
in entirety, but draggy and spotty 
in routining. Mohr not at best, due 
to a cold. He is one of those cor- 
pulent, breezy singing comics who 
kid one minute and break into 
song the nest. Four girls, one who 
has a nice voice (Mona Lista) and 
another who specializes in acro- 
batic dancing, exchanged dialog 
with Mohr, who first appears as a 
plumber. He has on one of those 
trick outfits which with a single 
tug reveals him more convention- 
ally attired. Herb Crawford is with 
the act as pianist. 

Apparent try to get.away from 
the bench acts yet the turn as a 
whole doesn’t pack as much punch 
as expected. Mohr is a pleasing 
worker. For the finale he comes on 
as a dame in the bustle and long 
skirt of other days, with the girls 
as boys, rounding out a fairly ef- 

Mfective burlesque. Mark. 


DEMAREST Sisters (3) 
Songs and Dances 
13 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Lincoln Sq. (V-P) 

Small time flash with chance to 
get by only in the small time houses. 
Will have tough going even there. 

Demarest Sisters, two shapely 
girls of average looks, are assisted 
by three boys, one at the ivories and 
two going in for legmania and a 
dash of uke and harmonica. Gals 
rely on their nether extremities for 
the best part of the act, but have 
poor dance routines. Opening high 
kicks are below average. A iittle 
better was their toe dance, also 
done while jumping rope. 

Poor framing and routining. 





Chester CONKLIN (1) 
“The Laplander” (Sketch) 
10 Mins.; Three 

8ist St. (V-P) 

Screen players are common in 
vaude these days and there'll be 
more tq follow, but where some 
muffed Conklin will succeed, be- 
cause he does the one thing that’s 
taboo in films today but okay in 
vaude. He keeps his mouth shut. 
And his pantomime, seeming even 
more accentuated on the stage than 
in pictures, will put him over any- 


ALBEE, B’KLYN 


(Continued from page 39) 


smash at the far end. No walkers 
this week. The maestro should be 
| pretty sure of the music's effective- 
iness by this time, but he’s still 
|making certain by asking them 
often whether everybody's happy. 
Almost as synonymous with Lewis 
now as the “St. Louis Blues.” If 
anyone ever yells ‘‘No!” will the 
tragedian of jazzists have an an- 
swer? - Bige. 


HIPPODROME 








where. 

Act’s only fault lies with lady 
partner. She’s good looking, but her 
costume’s all wrong and her act- 
ing’s ineffective. Shedding that 
Eskimo negligee for lighter covering | 
would help. 

Al Boasberg wrote the piece and 
Eddie Sobel staged it. Idea is of 
actress explaining her new part to 
party over phone, when Conklin as 
porter enters apartment and half- 
wittingly assumes the obligations of 
the young woman's concentrated 
thinking. Obeying her in rehearsal 
provides opportunity for continu- 
ous laughs. He bowed off here toa 
big hand and a curtain speech as 
closer on a five-act bill. 


Sam HEARN 
Monolog and Music 
12 Mins.; One 
Lincoln Sq. (V-P) 

Returning to vaude 
years’ absence, Sam Hearn, hick 
comedian-violinist, earns . next-to- 
closing position for himself in the 
neighborhoods. His act is strength- 
ened both in talk and musical novel- 
tics uncorked. 

Hearn’s chatter, opening, is par- 
ticularly surefire material“ and such 
that it should register in all neigh- 
borhoods, regardless of rating. Mon- 
olog centers around men, women, 
politics, etc., and embraces cracks 
of the pseudo-suggestive kind that, 
though a little risque, are inoffensive 
as sold. Comedy song, violin solo 
straight, imitation of two violins 
playing at the same time, and, for 
timeliness, an impression of a bur- 
glar-and-vampire scene with sound 
effects, are all good vaudeville. 
Char. 


after a two 





“GOING STRAIGHT” (3) 

With Georgie Taylor 

Skit : 
18 Mins.; One and three (Special) 
Lincoln Sq. (V-P) 

This act, similar to one done sev- 
eral years ago under the same bill- 
ing, is no world-beater, but in vaud- 
films of the Lincoln Square brand 
passes muster. 

Georgie Taylor, featured, with 
man and woman assistants sans 
billing, is a wise-cracking yegg who 
with his pal is hot for a bank rob- 
bery in Sapville. But through in- 
tervention and s. a. of the town’s 
local heart-breaker, he decides to go 
straight. 

Séveral songs are interwoven into 
the story, but Taylor takes no part 
in the singing His supporting duo 
carry the musical end fairly well. 
Opening song single by the girl 
wouldn't be missed. 

Third here on a five-act bill 

Char. 


Six VICTORIAS 
Cycles 

7.Mins.; Full 
Academy (V-P) 


Four men and two girls in a bike 
act able to hold the opening spot 
anywhere, but best suited to the 
intermediates. Possibly isn’t a new 
act, but not catalogued. 

One man works comedy, disguis- 
ing ability with typical hoke. The 
other handles the outstanding tricks. 
Girls are used in formation,maneu- 
vers and build-ups, - 

Distinct variation from regular 
bike stuff is the act’s forte—doubling 
in brass. They deliver one military 
number while riding in formation, 
and their finish is a trumpet chorus 
with all on one bike. Bang. 


Theatres Proposed 


Beaver Falls, Pa.—$500,000. Tth ave- 
nue. Owner, Archie Fineman, Pitts- 
burgh. Architect, M. J. De Angelis. 
Policy nor given, 

Cortland, N. ¥.—(M. P.) $150,000. Also 
stores and offices. Owner, Schine Chain 
Corp. Architect, V. A. Rigaumont. 

Ebensburg, Pa.—(M. P.) Center street. 
Owner, Rivoli Corp., Cresson, Pa. Archi- 
tects, Lake & Davidson, Pittsburgh. 

Iowa City, Ia.—(University) Owner, 
Iowa U. Architects, Boyd & Moore. 

Lebanon, G.—Site and architect not se- 
lected. Policy not given. Owner, J. 
Patterson. 

Marcelline, Mo.—(M. P.) $40,000. Also 
apts. Owner, A. B. Cantwell. Private 


plans. 

Monroe, Wis.— (alt.) Main street. 
Owner, Monroe Theatre Co, Architects, 
Balch & Lippert. 

Syracuse, N. ¥.—$400,000.. Also stores 
and offices. 2308 James street near Old 
City Line) Owner, De Witt Development 








Co. Architect, J. M. DeAngelis. 
Youngstown, O.—Also offices. Owner, 
company forming care C. W. Deibel. 


Policy, site and architect not disclosed. 


NEW ACTS 


Harry Delmar, revue with Jimmy 








Tyrell and Ruth Goodwin featured. 


(Vaudfilm) 
The big Hip didn’t look so big! 
Saturday night, with its forest of 
seats pretty well populated. If every 


night were Saturday R-K-O would | 
be taking it big. But there are other | 
nights and days and with different | 


ij names. 


Well balanced variety bill of six 
regulation turns turned out satis- 
factory entertainment to the Sixth 
avenue fun traders. Five Danubes 
led off, presenting a good all-around 
trampoline routine, with excellent 
hand-to-hand catches and perch 
work. Four men and a girl, ali do- | 
ing something, but what they lack | 
to crash the big game is speed and | 
showmanship. 

Deucing is usually tough, but the 
Lathrop Bros. have long since 
stopped being afraid. For téam | 
hoofing on the neat and natty order 
these boys are there. Denis Chabot, 
first caught about a year or so ago 
around New York, is now giving 
equal billing to his partner, Nonette 
Tortini. Rather a magnanimous 
gesture, inasmuch as Chabot is the 
whole act. Aside from wearing 
shorts nicely, Miss Tortini would 
make a nice model somewhere. And 
Chabot should forget Al Trahan and | 
Herb Williams and stick to his own 
with the fiddle and piano, both of 
which instruments he knows. 


“Devils Circus,” Meyer Golden's 
current contribution to vaude, made 
a snappy showing here and went like 
a ton of bricks with the audience. 
They particularly liked the opening 
and closing flashes, both expertly | 
handled by an adagio trio. With 
these two sections out the rest is 
not so hot. 


It remained for Moss and Frye, 
the vet colored. team, to pull the 
only “show stopping” gag. They |} 
did it, and without using “How high | 
is up?” Other puns were as old as 
the proverbial hills. { 

Lieut. Gitz-Rice, with his quintet 
of Canadian mounties, made it a 
vocal fare-thee-well. Composer is 
still very much composed at the 
piano and permits his singers ‘to 
strut their stuff for all they want. 

On the screen Pathe had a sound 
news reel and a Harry Delmar’ com- 
edy, “A Night in a Dormitory.” Fea- 
ture, “Dance Hall” (Radio). Span. 


58TH STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 


A hitherto unsuspected advantage 
of R-K-O’s contest to select the 
best imitator of Helen Kane at the 
58th St. Saturday afternoon. 

With the headlined Miss Kané ill 
and unable to appear, the manage- 
ment put in a rush call for the con- 
test winner. Her name might be 
spelled Mary Pasquale, and she looks 
and sings so much like the original 
that those who missed the intro- 
ductory announcement and paid no 
attention to signs outside audibly 
accepted her as Miss Kane. In more 
ways than one Miss Pasquale isn’t 
Miss Kane, but consider the possi- 
bilities unfolded. 

Minus a real headliner, the vaude 
naturally floundered a bit Saturday. 
Buck and Bubbles were emergency- 
booked for next-to-closing and held 
it. The colored boys have been here 
very recently. Four Diamonds, 
third, family dance act, consisting of 
two boys, man and girl, maintained 
the quality needed in third position. 

George Beatty had no luck with 
chatter in No. 2, but guaranteed his 
exit with a drunken sailor bit and 
fake violin solo. Rose Kress Trio, 
two girls and a man on skates, 
closed with graceful dance and whirl 
routines. Top-notcher among skate 
acts. Opener was Cadette Sextet, 
saxophone group in military outfits 
and formations. Liked. Feature, 
“Girl from Woolworth’'s” (F. N.). 

Average good business, Bang. 


STATE LAKE 


(Vaudfilm) 


Chicago, Dec. 28. 

Those who entered this theatre 
when it opened at 11 A. M. didn’t 
get out until 3 in the afternoon, 
after having seen one of most con- 
sistently entertaining bills ever 
spotted here. People were lined up 
outside in the rain, at the close of 
the first show. 

One headline act, Broadus Erle, 
the boy violinist, failed to make the 
first show, as his train from Nash- 
ville was late, but nobody noticed 
his absence. Outstanding on the 
bill was a unit’ labelled “Golf 
Fiends,” whitch runs 80 minutes 
and hasn't a dull spot. Carries 10 
men, including two colored hoofers, 
and 12 femmes, including a nine- 














| plied. 


with all hands on deck for the 
finale. No chorus routines. 

Unit contains standard acts, out- 
standing being Rudell and Dunigan, 
and the golfer, Raymond Wilbert. 
Uses special sets all the way, each 
act carrying its own drop. Opens 
with station scene, as background 
for Dixon and Dixon tumblers and 
hand-to-hand men. Move back to 
full for the Honey Girls band, for a 
fair instrumental number with song 
and dance interpolations by a 
couple«of the gals. Raymond Wil- 
bert next, and managed some nice 
trick golf bits interwoven with 
comedy. Comedy falls down at 
times, especially the stage stuff. 

Cole -Bros., colored, showed some 
nice precision hoofing and fair 
yodeling. Rudell and Dunigan went 
over big, especially on Miss Ru- 
dell’s drunk clowning. Closing was 
nite club set, with performers of- 
fering impersonations of 
names, serious and comic. 

The Mounters, tumblers and hand 
balancers working on a pyramid 
stairway of tables and _ chairs 
opened the bill. Act is of a different 
type from the Dixon and Dixon 
stuff, and shows no _ conflict. 
Broadus Erle booked to follow, but 
was late and the No. 3 act, Clayton 
and Leonard took the spot. Two 
boys, formerly Clayton and Lennie, 
got over nicely considering the 
tough spot, with the American- 
English crossfire. 

“First Command” 
ture, 


(Pathe) fea- 
Loop. 


81ST STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 

Chalk up another great four-act 
bill for this house, the second in suc- 
cession. Each act a different type 
of entertainment, and all over big. 
Since there were but four acts it 
might have been better arranged had 
Rooney, Bent and Rooney 3d closed 
as programed, instead of -eing 
spotted third. However, Neville 


|Fleeson, using a new patrner, Helen 


Shipman, did right nobly with the 

final spot, and the whole bill went 

over with a resounding bang. 
Saturday afternoons here are still 


|a bit off in attendance and not what 


they should be, according to the 
consistent good entertainment sup- 
A Jap risley quintet, billed 
as the Kanazawa Trio, started the 
works with a series of fast diversi- 
fied acrobatics. Most of the time is 
spent by two of the orientals doing 
a leg to body balance and series of 
twists and catches. Later two more 
boys join them for a simultaneous 


| delivery of the same routine, though 


a bit modified. 

Deuce was well filled by Stan 
Stanley, still doing his audience act, 
a bit different, with the assfstance 
of Julia and Anna Keller, two good- 
looking femmes. Stanley has 
changed his audience routine to 
make Anna Keller his argumentative 
girl friend. Both gals were oke as- 
sistants and with the natural pan 
and experienced manner of Stan the 
turn was a constant laugh. 

Then the Pat Rooney family with 
its miniature revue, including the 
Keating Twins, Collette and Leslie 
May, and Shapiro and Shefter at the 
ivories. The elder Rooney and his 
wife, Marion Bent, earned and re- 
ceived a big hand for everything 
done. Rodoney’s fast dance shows 
he’s still as good on his pins as ever. 
The awaited “Daughter of Rosie 
O’Grady” routine was used for the 
closing number, first by Rooney, 24, 
then joined by the 3d and finally 
with Marion Bent to complete the 
family affair. 

Neville Fleeson and Helen Ship- 
man doing “Song Photos,” rounded 
out the bill with home-made recita- 
tions and songs mixed with some 
released stuff. 

First National's “Girl from Wool- 
worth’s” feature. Pathe Sound News. 


AUDUBON | 


(Vaudrim) 


Holidays, with the schools closed, 
mean @ windfall for the neighbor- 
hoods and the Audubon got plenty 
of the juv trade last Saturday. 
Weather wasn’t se good for the 
neighborhood turnout but the kids 
didn't seem to mind. 

Campus Collegians opened. Not 
much talent here and the act for 
the most part seemed slung to- 
gether. The closing section is the 
strongest and scores on its danc- 
ing. Act could stand reshaping for 
better results. Michel is a youth- 
ful xylophonist. He varies his sc- 
lections and peps into each, which 
adds to their effectiveness. By way 
of adding a little feminine color, he 
introduces his sister who toes a tap 
to his musical accompaniment. 

Roger Imhof and his’ veteran 
farcical skit held attention and 
drew a line of laughs which be- 
speaks volumes for the old comedy 
standby. Jans and Whalen step- 
ped into “one” and tied the show 
into a knot. Teamworkers who pile 
up one laugh after anodther. 

With the Imhof and Jans ana 
Whalen combinations slamming 
over Standard vaude comedy, the 
five-act show was sent over nicely, 
with Chinese Show Boat closing. 
A pleasing act. And with one of 
the few Chinese women who can 
sing in keeping with American 
standards, namely, Jue Lue Tai. 

On the screen Movietone News 





piece band. No attempt at unit 
work; each act does its specialty 


and Fox’s “The River.” Mark. 


picture | 


a 
LINCOLN SQ. 


(Vaudfilm) 

Weak vaude menu here the first 
half, with majority of the turn 
familiars labeled fair to middlin’. 
Metro’s “Untamed” probably respon. 
sible for good house at the supper 
show. Other film fare was Hearst 
Metrotone News and silent Interna. 
tional News. 

Bob and Lucy Gillette, balancers 
and jugglers, was ordinary opening 
turn. Miss Gillette carries the whole 
act with juggling of plates, chairs, 
ete., and balancing various prop ob. 
jects around the stage. Bob Gillette 
as comedy waiter talkes small hand 
at juggling and-tries to hand out 
laughs. 

Jack Housh, pleasing tenor as. 

sisted by femme pianist, was liked 
Housh sings ballads, old and new, 
and closes with Kipling’s “Manda- 
lay.” 
Ventriloquial turn, Ketch and 
Wilma, next and most entertaining 
on bill, Frank Ketch showed’ a 
voice and an ability for neat plac. 
ing. Miss Wilma is foil for repartee 
with the dummy. Quite a few laughs 
in the turn, and the deft handling 
of the dummy pleased. 

Low comedy knockabout turn, 
Hibbitt and Hartman, filled in next 
and couldn't get a better audience 
for their type of work if they went 
out and gathered them themselves, 
Hoke antics of Miss Hartman, stout 
blonde, drew quite a few chuckles, 
Hibbitt kept pace nicely and threw 
in a few laughs on his own behalf. 

Demarest Sisters and Co. (New 
Acts), small flash, closed n. s. g. 


JEFFERSON 


(Vaudfilm) 

Okay bill and expensive that filled 
the house for matinee Saturday, Big 
draw was Jack Dempsey; another 
was Alice White in “The Girl from 
Woolworth’s” (F. N.). Audience ate 
both with relish. 

Vaude included Chevalier Broth. 
ers, Barry and ,Whitledge, Smith, 
Strong and Lee, and Buster Shaver’s 
Tiny Town Revue. Chevalier boys 
and Tiny Town Revue sandwiching 
the acts with Dempsey taking No, 
3, Zave program balance and every- 
thing got a break from the yokels. 

Dempsey knocked ’em cold and 
simmering all at once. Grins all over 
and in the spots where the act looks 
for audience response it got what 
sounded like a stadium cheering 
section when the Bronx plays Brook- 
lyn. Dempsey’s act, now in its fifth 
week, has softened into a pleasant 
gait. Not so hard and mechanical 
as when previously seen. 

Chevalier Brothers, extraordinary 
tumblers working in tux, performed 
their balancing and lifting stunts 
with neat dispatch. They got wow 
hand. Smith, Strong and Lee, two 
men and a girl, spotted second and 
got several giggles with their hoke 
comedy done in rube outfits. Barry 
and Whitledge, woman and man in 
order named, performing a la usual 
with patter, songs and piano. Whit- 
ledge, the man, is the pianist. 

Buster Shaver and his Tiny Town 
Revue, crew of a pianist-dancer and 
six midgets, two of whom are girls, 
closed. Not brilliant but good and 
tasty. Midgets do duets, solos and 
ensemble song and dance numbers 
in neat costumes, with Shaver pro- 
viding contrast by full size figure, 
Went over big in 13 minutes. 


GRAND O. H. 


(Vaudfilm) 
Four acts of vaude and Al Jolson 
in “Say It With Songs” as screen 
feature is the layout for first half 








at the Grand Opera “House. Good 
biz at the middle show Saturday. 


Maxine and Bobby, trainer and 
canine performer, opened and sate 
isfied with a mixed routine of gym- 
nastics and animal’stunts. The dog 
is well trained and acts as top 
mount for the balancing tricks, 
mostly head balancing. 

Lucille Benstead and Co. fol- 
lowed and clicked with a song and 
dance flash enlisting six men and 
another woman besides the featured 
member. Miss Benstead@d handles 
the singing and employs the sup- 
porters for production build-up for 
her song scenes. Act gets started 
with plantation number, the men 
uncorking a snappy dance ensemble 
topped off by “Chloe,” sung by Miss 
Benstead and sent over for tops. 
Four of the boys step out for @ 
precision buck with another chap, 
following up with a corking acro- 
batic tap that whammed them. The 
“Beachcomber” number in closer 
was equally effective, spotting the 
boys in a chain gang dance and 
also an effective adagio by beach- 
comber and native girl. Act is 
there but needs considerable tight- 
ening up. 

Robins and Jewett, two men, 
straight and comic, held down next 
to shut with a lively hodge-podge 
of hokum and songs that tickled 
the mob and sent the boys away 
to good returns, 

r. A. Quigg and Co, provided 
additional fun in closer with elec- 
trical wizard offering. Usual stuff 
of passing voltage through body 
of woman assistant and igniting 
various objects by touching them 
to parts of body. Comedy for this 
one gleaned through a boob plant 
and his wariness when called upo" 
the rostrum to examine apparatus. 

Edba. 














. 2 


yea 


that 

boys. 
operg 
to Tr 


bers 


With ; 
Plenty 





urns 
lin’, 
pon~ 
pper 
arst 
ra. 


cers 
ning 
hole 
airs, 
 Ob- 
lette 
1and 

out 


ase 
iked, 
new, 
nda- 


and 
ning 


lac- 
irtee 
ughs 
lling 


‘urn, 
next 
ence 
went 
lves, 
stout 
kles, 
irew 
If. 

New 


filled 

Big 
ither 
from 
= ate 


‘oth- 
nith, 
ver’s 
boys 
hing 
No, 
ery 
ls. 
and 
over 
ooks 
what 
ring 
ook- 
fifth 
sant 
nical 


nary 
rmed 
cunts 
wow 

two 

and 
hoke 
sarry 
in in 
isual 
Vhit- 


Town 
>and 
girls, 
and 
and 
ibers 

pro- 
gure, 


olson 
screen 
half 
Good 
rday. 
and 
sate 
zym- 
> dog 
top 
ricks, 


fol- 
, and 
and 
tured 
ndles 
sup- 
p for 
arted 
men 
»mble 
Miss 
tops. 
for @ 
chap, 
acro- 
The 
"loser 
z the 
. and 
pach- 
ct is 
ight- 


men, 
next 
podge 
ckled 
away 


vided 
elec- 
stuff 
body 
niting 
them 
r this 
plant 
upon 
ratus. 
iba. 











Wednesday, January 1, 1930 





FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 




















BEACON 

(New) 

New York, Dec. 24. 
On Christmas eve, a couple of 
years after the building of which 
it is a part was completed, the 
Beacon opened its portals, guarded 
by Warner Bros.’ minions. 


Getting the statistics over with: 
There are 2,657 seats; scale varies 
from 25 to 75c, with loges on the 
week ends as Hhtigh as 85 cents. 
Charles G. Garfield is house man- 
ager under Harry Charnas, ,eneral 
Warner operator, and Arthur 
Houseman handles publicity. 

It will be a semi-de luxe weekly 
change house, playing some first 
runs and quite a few seconds. 
First National, through existing 
tie-ups for subsequent runs with 
Keith’s and Loew’s, will be ex- 
cluded, leaving the Beacon to pick 
from Warners and independents. 

There is no other full week house 
of the ‘pretentiousness of the Bea- 
con in the upper Broadway district. 
Stoddard, 77th Street, Loew's 834d, 
Jap Gardens and other picture 
houses change three or more times 
weekly. And none of them have 
faney lobbies or staffs. 

Physically the Beacon follows a 
Greek military motif. Stage is 
viewed as through the opened end 
of a giant tent, martial-like. 

Sound came through excellently, 
the only flaw opening night being 
on an older squawk, bad photo- 
graphic projection. Amperage was 
too weak to properly reproduce the 


picture on the screen. Hence, 
“Tiger Rose” (WB) was literally 


“seen through a glass dimly.” 

Stuart Barrie at the Wurlitzer 
gave a good accounting, employing 
a selection of wide musical range 
to reveal the resources. of his in- 
strument and his own professional 
equipment. Ben Bernie m. c.’d 
briefly after the secretary of the 
Broadway Association purveyed a 
little Babbitt sauce. Bernie ex- 
plained that at first they were go- 
ing to call the house the Beek, then.- 
-made it Bacon, but abandoned that 
after getting a better look at the 
neighborhood and finally chose Bea- 
con. Mentioning that he was open 
the week after next, he hoped the 
Beacon would bring ‘ome the 
bacon. 

Not the least triumphal of the 
opening night items was Univ:>csal's 
Newspaper Newsreel, an unusuaily 
bright, newsy and well-edited edi- 
tion giving the assembled film fotks 
an idea of what is gained in spevcd 
and subject fange by sacrificing 
“sound effects.” Universal got the 
biggest applause response of the 
premiere. ' 

Four talking shorts, or Vitaphone 
Varieties, to give them their trade 
designation, padded out the show. 
They were “Dance of the Painted 
Dolls,” Madame Frances Alda, S]'m 
Timblin and Bert Lahr. Latter was 
easily the best. Land. 


LOEW’S STATE 


(“Overtures” Idea) 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 


Here’s a Fanchon and Marco Idea 
that will be lots of fun for the band 
boys. It rings in most of the light 
opera overtures from William Tell 
to Trovatore, with Signor Verdi get- 
ting an extra break on special num- 
bers for Miserere and Anvil Chorus. 

Middle section of the idea will be 
the part talked about; three novelty 
numbers in a bunch. Dressing of 
the girls cleverly handled in opening 
and closing ensembles, with a trans- 
formation from long dress to semi- 
strip in the first and from Grecian 
drapery to brassieres and girdles in 
the finale, making two costumes 
changes look like four. 

Novelty section of the idea begins 
in front of black velvet. Six girls 
in pirate costume swagger out to. 
“Light Cavalry.” In the middle of 
the number they remove. pirate 
boots and sit down to doze, where- 
upon the boots step by themselves. 

A weird dance by a gangling- 
legged French boudoir doll follows 
for plenty laughs. Toots Novelle 
takes a bow with lights on after this. 
showing that he works it with doll 
fastened to black coveralls. Novelle 
also does flip-flop and hand-walking 
dances in the ensemble finales. 

Third novelty is the Edison and 
Gregory act, a rubber goods novelty 
with the boys extracting music from 
Butomobile tires, rubber gloves, 
Pump, vacuum cleaner and toy bal- 
loons. 

Idea opens with a line-up of girls 
in ruffled skirts and velvet capes 
singing a song about “Overtures.” 

t is drapes framed for proscenium 
effect, stairways up the sides. Helen 
Hille appears at the top for a solo 
in operatic manner, continuing it 
down front while the girls take the 
stairway and interrupt solo with 
their chorus. 

Harry Rapee working straight 
with seven minutes of chatter gets 
Plenty laughs. He should be work- 
ng as m. c. and sprinkling these 
through the unit. 

The 10-minute finale to “Il Trova- 
tore” overture starts with the girls 
nm green transparent drapes maneu- 
Vering silver disks in pretty and 
effective routine. 

Huff and Huff, adagio team, start 

ere with posing routine. The girls 
are chased off to shed their Grecian 


robes and return for adagio en- 
semble. 

Prison backdrop comes down for 
the ‘“Miserere” solo, lifting for the 
anvil chorus, with girls perched up 
the back working on electric an- 
vils. Stage lighting so dimmed and 
the flashes so blinding that the au- 
dience has to shut its eyes on this. 
Ensemble is quite effective when the 
lights go on for the curtain tableau. 

The idea is allowed 30 minutes on 
the house schedule but ran 36. “Ro- 
mance ofAhe Rio Grande” (Fox) the 








Picture. Business good, 
(Newsree}) 
New York, Dec. 30. 
News available. for combination 


of camera and microphone con- 
tinues rather scarce. At the Fox- 
Hearst Newsreel theatre on Broad- 
way this week are seven clips of 
news value among the 9 Hearst- 
Metrotone and 11 Movietone con- 
tributions, 

Creating audible reaction were: 

Glider establishing a new record 
at Point. Loma, Calif. (Fox). 
Laughter when someone remarked 
the pilot couldn’t get the darned 
thing down after being in the air 
two hours, 

Another episode of the- Movie- 
tone Matson Line cruise, on Kona 
coast. Laughter as a native (fe- 
male) yodeled a peculiar ditty. 

Children in religious festival in 
Rome (Hearst). Laughter when a 
child scratched his leg as he sang. 

Dr. Lorenz, the bloodless surgeon, 
expressing the opinion that disease 
was becoming a thing of the past, 
in a Bernard Shaw type of delivery 
(Hearst). Applause. 

Hearst studio gag clip, showing 
phoney magician disappearing and 
reappearing all over set. Laughter. 

Movietone reprints’ of three great 
men who died in 1929: Clemenceau, 
Foch and Stresemann. Laughter as 


Clemenceau expressed impatience 
with the camera. 
Storm along English ports 


(Hearst). Exclamations, as fero- 
city of the storm graphically shown. 
All quiet in Jerusalem again 
(Fox). Laughter as singing Arab 
thoughlessly scratched his nose. 

Laughter and applause for Peter 
Franchini, New York copper, who 
told how he rescued a man from the 
icy East River and had to stay 
many minutes because he couldn’t 
— a slippery “emoigency” lad- 
er. 

Others were Jack Johnson, former 
pug, with his new jazz band (Fox); 
Greenleaf winning pocket billiard 
championship in Detroit (Fox); 
Sloppy Jones’ bar in Havana 
(Hearst); Dr. Wynne of New York 
lecturing against bad holiday booze 
(Hearst); Boy sultan of Morocco 
taking a ride in his hand-toted 
glass buggy (Fox); fashion modes 
inspired by Africa (Fox); marriage 
of Agha Kahn, Mohammeden, to 
English girl (Fox); Chorus girls 
vs. college girls in intelligence test 


(Fox); Lindberghs flying west 
(Fox); 39-foot model steamer 
(Fox), and girl letting electricity 


pass through body to make hair 
stand on end (Fox). 

Actual news shots may be noted 
from description. Rest are of tail- 
end classification, excluding the re- 
sponse getters. 

Standup business Monday night. 

ang. 


ORIENTAL 


(Prese.itation) 
Chicago, Dec. 27. 


This house responded to special 
treatment and bounced back like 
a rubber, carrying the SRO sign 
and a block-long holdout Friday 
morning for the first time in many 
weeks. Bill not strikingly potent, 
with, feature “13th Chair’ (M-G) 
getting weak notices in the dailies. 
Special ad spread meant a lot; the 
Oriental ad having been taken out 
of the regular Publix-B. & K. group 
and given a triple space for itself. 

Presentation this week brings Al 
Kvale, m. c., back to the house, with 
Lou Kosloff transferring to the Up- 
town. Kvale was popular with the 
flap crowd this morning. Stage 
show labeled “Candy Cutups” and 
manages, as far as setting and 
chorus costuming are concerned, to 
live up to the title. Opens with a 
drop, each girl representing a figure 
on a box of candy. Drop lifts and 
girls go into regular routine. 

Gray and White, nifty hoofers, 
had a notion they are comedians. 
So they added talk and clowning, 
and found they were mistaken. To- 
day they are back hoofing and get- 
ting over easily with some nice 
footwork. The Maxellos, six excel- 
lent tumblers and risley workers, 
cleanup and grabbed off six bows 
for some clever work. Act is 
dressed well and executed with pre- 
cision, adding even a touch of com- 
edy, making a surefire turn. 

After interrupting the presenta- 
tion twice by ambling on the scene 
and tossing words with Kvale, Fred 
Ardath settles down to his regular 
act. Scored and set for any picture 
house audience. 

For the close, chorus dressed as 
candy sticks, each gal carrying a 
huge papier mache lollypop. 

One of the best of presentations 
seen at this house, with all acts 





clicking like clockwork. Loop. 


CAPITOL 


(“Bermuda Bound’—Unit) 


New York, Dec. 27. 

Two hours and 49 minutes of 
show up here this week because of 
“Dynamite’s” (M-G) 128 minutes. 
That's about enough to lop off a 
performance a day. Overture is out 
and Chester Hale’s stage unit is be- 
ing held to 30 minutes, from choice 
or necessity. 

Peculiar stage show for this house 
jin that there is only one real spe- 
|cialty act, Runaway Four. Unit was 
|especially put together because of 
|the screen feature’s excessive run- 
ning time, with Teddy Joyce, as 
m.c., Starting out as if it were zgo- 
;ing to be a happy week for him. 
| Three boxes of flowers may have 
|gone to his head, for he couldn't 
stand it any longer and rushed into 
|a downstairs side box to declare his 
mother in on the celebration with 
a bow and kiss. Smart enough to 
| beat a hasty retreat to the ros- 
; trum, so no harm done. He was 
jlast there as an act. And Joyce 
‘entertains with his dancing. Pos- 
sibly the liveliest m.c. this house 
|has ever seen, as the Capitol still 
| lines up with the conservative ele- 
;}ment. If the house could speak, it 
|probably would have that Back Bay 
| broad “a.” 

} Vaudeville’s familiar tumbling sail- 
ors did 13 minutes and left a heavy 
wake of applause. Boys have added 





a couple of new pieces of business 
which help. Other than this male 
|quartet and Joyce, only Reis and 


| Dunn are billed, evidently the two 
j|lads megaphoning a pop number in 
| front of the chorus. 

As the title implies, the unit takes 
lan imaginary jaunt south after a 
|start in “one.” Nothing special 
|about the dressing or routining of 
| the girls, but easy to sit through 
|with Joyce and comedy acrobatics 
| providing the necessary sock. 

Four-clip newsreel included a si- 
|lent International shot, remainder 
| being Hearst sound. Spool ran 10 
|minutes plus the trailer on “Holly- 
; wood Revue” (M-G), due here as 
the next attraction. Sid, 


CITY HALL 


New York, Dec. 30. 

Reputed to be the hangout for 
newspaper men who seek a little 
film diversion when given a few 
hours to spare. Located in the main 
artery of the newspaper district, on 
Park Row half a block from the 
World's Pulitzer Building. One of 
the few remaining Greater New 
York indie theatres, but holding a 
firm grip on itself from the looks of 
things. 

House, seating 650, was packed 
throughont the evening. Operates 
on a daily 14-hour grind policy, with 
30c evening admish. Features 
changed daily for the main part; 
otherwise every other day. 

Surprising, since this is far from 
being a neighborhood section, is the 
number of women, mostly young 
girls, trooping in here evenings. 
Probably stenos working in the dis- 
trict. Audience for the main part is 
made up mostly of young men. If 
anything goes wrong with the pro- 
jection, either film or sound, or there 
is the slightest attempt at comedy, 
the house reacts instantly with guf- 
faws. One of the laughingest houses 
around New York, withthe excep- 
tion of Loew’s 7th Avenue, which 
caters mainly to the colored folk. 

Feature, “So This Is College” (M- 
G-M). Much room for improvement 
in the audible projection, with sound 
going blooey several times and pro- 
jection’ rather hazy. Fox News, 
silent but sound accompanied, and 
Radio’s “St. Louis Blues” support- 
ing feature. 


PANTHEON 


(NEW) 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 

Emil Stern, for Essaness theatres, 
has reopened this house after Pub- 
lix-B. & K. failed to show a prefit 
here. He intends to make it the 
flagship of the Essaness circuit. 
Publix got a lucky break here, since 
it was paying $90,000 annually fora 
house which had been closed for 
two years. With this deal Essaness 
is paying $60,000 annual rental plus 
50% of the profits. B. & K. orig- 
inally took this house over with the 
entire L. & T. circuit because L. & 
T. had control of the picture situa- 
tion of the north side, and B. & K. 
needed product for the Riviera. 

The house got a good sendoff by 
Essaness, opening with the town’s 
first resident wide screen, which got 
plenty of newspaper notices and ex- 
cellent opening business. House 
projector uses the regulation film 
but enlarges from the negative by a 
special magnifying lens. It would 
seem that this would bring about 
some distortion on the screen but 
none is noticeable. Screen is four 
times larger than the old time sheet 
and covers the entire stage. Its 
immensity is brought home by open- 
ing the feature on the smail screen 
and then fading into the big sheet. 
It is a surefire click. 

The large screen has the effect 
of shortening the house greatly. 
House is large, seating 2,000; 1,600 
on main floor and the remainder in 
a small balcony. House has been 
completely redecorated and com- 








competition Riviera and the Uptown, 
two Publix-B. & K. spots, and Sher- 
idan, Fox house. Proximity of the 


Sheridan eliminates the Fox prod-. 


uct from the Pantheon, In the bat- 
tle Uptown retains the upper hand 
because of its stage show, but the 
Pantheon has nothing to fear from 
Riviera or the Sheridan. Since the 
Uptown has a Tic. top, Pantheon 
scores another advantage. The Pan- 
theon opens at 1 p. m. with 25c. and 
runs continuously, with 50c. as top 
price, and the kids getting a half- 
price break, 

Opening bill was “Broadway” 
(U), two talker shorts, news, and an 
organlog by Henri A. Keates, bor- 
rowed from Publix-B. & K. 

Whether the wide screen will con- 


| tinue to rate as a draw for its nov- 





pares with any spot in town. For | 


elty is, of course, doubtful. But the 
house is situated in a picture-going 
neighborhood and the folks here will 
come to this spot because it happens 


ito be just around the corner. 


As this is being written, Emil 


Stern has just instituted proceedings 


against the Coston Booking circuit 


for advertising Magnafilm at the 
Capitol theatre, 
(Presentations) 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 27. 

Holiday show, labeled “Hello, 
1930,” packs a single wallop -but it’s 
enough to make the customers et 
home singing in the rain. Lone 


smash is the Ritz Brothers, who ac- 
tually go nerts for the first time in 
their many Pittsburgh visits and 
geeve till it hurts. Bros. spilled 
everything in their repertoire first 
show this afternoon, sticking 
around full 20 minutes, and had 
mob howling at the finish. ‘Twas 
as solid a wallop as the Stanley 
has seen in a blue moon, 

This is the last of the Stanley’s 
own manufactured presentations, 
Publix units starting here next Fri- 
day with “Mardi Gras,” and it’s go- 
ing to be a load off the Warners’ 
minds around here. New stage 
band also coming in, and with Dick 
Powell at height of his popularity 
as m. c,, looks like something might 
happen around here at last. 


Things start off with misplaced 
banjo duet of Powell and Don Stitt, 
stage band banjoist, line girls sep- 
arating to disclose pair seated at 
piano stool. Gals quickly hop back 
into routine formation, with Wal- 
lace Sisters following on with acro- 
batic dance that starts off too quick 
to get set properly, thus losing most 
of its.value. Bur Cardell next with 
his rope-spinning and chatter, enly 
moderately received and lacking 
punch somewhere, 


Novelty production number had 
Powell out in one warbling “Sing- 
ing in the Bathtub,” curtains dis- 
closing gals in miniature tubs, go- 
ing. through the various stages of 
rubbing themselves. (Version of 
production number from “Show of 
Shows.”) Powell followed imme- 
diately after with his meg, crooning 
medley of 1929 favorites. How the 
women, young and old, go for this 
kid’s voice is nobody’s business. 
Never gets away without at least 
two or three encores. Then came 
the Ritzes and with mob set for 
comedy, the hoke was sure-fire. 


Dave Broudy in pit had excellent 
arrangement of Offenbach’s “Or- 
pheus” and gave a classical touch 
to program that didn’t go amiss. 
Bernie Armstrong had another of 


his routined organlogs, Picture, 
“Second Choice’ (WB). Standees 
first show. Cohen. 


CINEMA ART 


Chicago, Dec. 26. 


A pretty little theatre built at 
tremendous cost for its seating ca- 
pacity, in an unbelievably poor loca- 
tion and adhering to the audacious 
policy of silent pictures only. 


Backers of this extraordinary 
enterprise, if the commercial-minded 
would describe it as such, are the 
Motion Picture Theatre Guild, oper- 
ating similar houses elsewhere, and 
Newton Farr, art patron, who in- 
vested most of the cash. 299-seater 
cost in excess of $50,000. It occu- 
pies the former site of a night club 
on Chicago avenue, just east of 
Michigan boulevard, a street that 
rapidly drifts into utter darkness. 

Whether the house will find pa- 
tronage from the poverty-stricken 
artists and alleged Bohemians who 
live a few blocks north, and from 
the Gold Coasters up above, the 
Drake hotel, at 75c. is questionable. 
The limousine crowd has been- going 
for sound in the Dearborn, Publix, 
little theatre on Division street, four 
blocks north. 

Opening night found a capacity 
audience, with plenty of paper and 
enthusiasm shown by applause for 
“Shiraz,” described as a_ poetic 
drama, a few shots of flickers of 30 
years ago, short, in color, and a 
scientific short. Tea is served in a 
lounge during the intermission pre- 
ceding the feature. Loop. 


William and Gino Corrado “His 
Woman,” FN. 
Billie Dove will do “Other Men’s 
Wives.” FN. 
Mervyn LeRoy 
Break,” FN. 


will direct “Jail 


PARAMOUNT 


(“Now and Then”—Unit) 
New York, Dec. 27. 

Jack Partington’s Publix unit, 
“Now and Then,” should be of in- 
terest to showmen as a concrete ex- 
position of what has happened in 
the de luxe picture houses. 

This unit is in two parts: the first 
a typical stageband presentation 
headed by the acknowledged picture 
house m. ec. trail blazer, Paul Ash, 
and the second a substantial hunk 
of vaude entertainment as present- 
ed by Charles Withers and his old- 


time opery company. Mr. Withers 
doesn’t even have to lope for first 
place. In planting the “Now and 
Then” idea, Ash had urged the cus- 
tomers to demonstrate by applause 
which they preferred, 

Paul Ash has not been seen by 


this reporter since he mopped up 
three and four times a day at the 
Oriental in Chicav», driving flaps 
into hysterics simj by quivering 
his personality. Those were the 


days when any act in front of a 
stage band was a riot, and the en- 
trance of an m. c. was a signal for 
a bedlam of reception. The quiet 
Mr. Ash of the Paramount this week 
in the last of his two-week return 
to the stage from Publix office 
duties, is perfunctory proof that 
everything’s over but the shouting. 

With Ash in the presentation, con- 
ventionally but attractively staged, 
are Kendall Capps, standard acro- 
batic dancer who has worked in 
revues; Ward Sisters, fair song and 
dance team; June McCloy, husky- 
voiced singer who is novel because 
her appearance contradicts the low 
register, and a Gambarelli ballet of 
eight. Capps draws an encore on 
merit, and the ballet is interesting 
in a sitting-down routine wherein 
their dancing legs seem a part of 
marionette dolls held in their laps. 
There two items were the only ones 
to awaken better than ordinary re- 
sponse, 

Withers’ troupe, burlesquing 
vaudeville as it was murdered in 
the old-time opery houses, was an 
extended roar puller immediately 
following the stage band affair. 
Withers is the theatre owner, man 
of all trades. Full stage set is of 


exposed to view. There are ine 
numerable props by which Withers 
manages all duties from the flieg, 
such as fueling the stove downstairs 
and creating a thunderstorm by 
scuttling a rock down a winding 
tin chute. It is an orgy of hokum, 

On the little stage are terribly 
punk vaudeville acts. Withers de- 
livers his candy and magazine bal- 
lyhoo while they perform. ‘Talking 
shorts could use Withers and his 
ideas to advantage. There is a 
famine of good comedy in the cur- 
rent shorts, and this beard<d rural 
character is a master at reliable 
hoke, : 

Jesse Crawford, solo organist, 
demonstrated his talent in a series 
of pops. No showmanship other 
than the obvious versatility, and 
none needed. The pit orchestra was 
out of the ordinarv thoush not new 
with “Auld Lang Syne” as it would 
be played in vavcicus countries. 


Screen had “Pointed Heels” 
(Par), Paramount Sound News, 
Fleischer Talkartoon (Par) and 


Pathe Review. Friday night saw 
Broadway mobbed after the pre- 
holiday quietude, and the Par- 
amount was drawing standeecs. 

Bang. 


b 
GIRLS’ 207, RETURN 
(Continued from page 2) ° 


friend into a $20 bottle of essence or 
a useless doll, only to return and 
split, are pikers compared to the 
Rue de la Pay workers. 

While the ultra couturieres, four- 
reurs and joailliers (ritz for dress- 
makers, furriers and jewelers) may 
not be inclined to admit the kick- 
buck racket, it’s a cinch they'll be 
unanimously in accord with the 
theorem that a man is much easier 
to deal with, and because of this 
he’s an easy victim for the keptee’s 
or steerer’s wiles. Also, in no 
other metropolis does the racket of 
the commissionnaire thrive as it 
does in Paris. Anybody, no matter 
how friendly the relationship, should 
she suggest a certain specialty shop, 
becomes open to suspicion of a com- 
mission kick-back. Like as not, 
regardless of the personal equation, 
the suspicion is not unfounded. The 
storekeepers encourage the racket, 
taking theirs, regardless. 
chump pays in full, and there’s no 
commissionnaire’s margin, so much 
the better. 

One quondam picture girl here 
makes a living by this means, and 
any number of professionals, or 
other Parisians in the limelight, 
esp c‘ally if floating around season- 
ally to the various reasons, have a 
business tie-up with a number of 
Paix shops for percentages on the 
“steer” business, besides getting the 
props gratis, or for a ridiculous sum, 

As the wholesale jeweler put it, 
there are four great gyps in the 
world furriers, jewelers, medicos 
and lawyers—and of these the jew- 
jelers take the cake, 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (Jan. 4) 
THIS WEEK (Dec. 28) 





show, whether f 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
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Picture 





Theatres | 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (27) 
“Bermuda B'nd” U 

Teddy Joyce 
Runaway 4 
Reis & Dunn 
Chester Hale Girls 


“Dynamite” 
Paramount (28) 
“Now & Then’ U 
Paul Ash 
Charles Withers Co 
June McCloy 
Ward Sis 
Sammy Krevoff 
Kendall Kapps 
“Pointed Heels”’ 
Roxy (28) 
Violo Philo 
Harold Van Duzee 
Willie Robyn 
Patricia Bowman 
Leonide Massine 
George Herman 
Paul Paulus 
Celia Branz 
Dorothy Miller 
Jose Santiago 
Virginia Fenwick 
Dorothy Githens 
Vera Bedford 
Beatrice Belkin 
Novel!lo Bros 
“Christina” 
CHICAGO, ILL, 
Avalon (27) 
Cookie’s Bd 
Jack Hanley 
Texas Redheads 
Miller & Wilson 
Capitol (27) 
Charlie Crafts Bd 
Merriel, Abbott Rev 
Chicago (27) 
“Tick Tock Town” 
Bob LaSalle 
Paul Kirkland 
Tiffany Twins 
Bard & Avon 
Fred Evans Ens 
(One to fill) 
Pointed Heels” 
Granada (27) 
“Song Shoppe” Rev 
Benny Meroff Bd 
Harry Downing 
Vestoff & Vaughn 
Gladys St John 
Harold Hanson 
Faust 3 
“So This Is College” 
Marbro (27) 
“Greet’ngs of 1930” 
Joey Ross Bd 
Jerry & His Pals 
Pat Lavola 
Marbro Beauty Co 
“So This Is College” 
Oriental (27) 
“Candy Cutups”’ 
Al Kvale Bd 
Fred Ardath Co 
The Maxellos 
Oriental Ballet 
“The 13th Chair” 
Paradise (27) 
*“Puppets’ Parade” 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Ferry Corweéy 
Walter Walters Co 
Bileen & Margery 
Blair & Thornton 
John Quinlan 
Mary Reade Girls 
“Halfway to H'v'n” 
' Rialto (27) 
Joe Roberts 
Healy & Clifford 
Stratford 
Ist half (2-4) 
Picchianni Tr 
Miss Harriet 


Jane & J McKenna 


Ted Leary 
Tivoli (27) 

“Land of Dreams” 

Frank Masters 


Duncan follies 
Kambaroft 

Serge Flash 

Cecil Blair 

Dave Gould Girls 


“So This Is College” 


Uptown (27) 


“Land of Make B” 


Lou Kosloff Bd 
Lomas Tr 

La Belle Pola 

Bert Faye 
Lorraine Tumler 
Bourman Ballet 
“Halfway to H'v'n' 


BOSTO? 
Metropolitan (28) 
“str’ts of Bombay’ 
Al Mitchell 
Pasquali Bros 
Johnny Perkins 
Helen Breen 
Hasoutra 
Dave Gould Co 
“Pointed Heels” 

State (28) 
Parisian Red Hots 
Fullmer & Wayne 
Jack Miller Bd 
Harry Rodgers 


“It's a Great Life” 


BROOKLY 
Fox (28) 
Black Cat 4 


N 


Cal Norris Greyh'ds 


Parker & Mack 
Helen Burke 
Rube Wolf 
Sunkist Beauties 


Fesgout h Sea Rose” 


7 


Paramount (28) 
“White Caps” 
Rudy Vallee Orch 
Bob West 
Gene Dennis 
Monroe & Grant 
Gaskin 
Harry Hutchins 
Bobby Pincus 
Varsity 4 
“Pointed Heels” 

BUFFALO 

Buffalo (28) 
“Showland”’ Unit 
Phil Lampkin 
Rio Bros 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Helen Kennedy 
Florie Vestoft 
Woods Miller 
Edith Rogers 


Dorothea Berke Co 


“Marr’ge Playgr'd”’ 
- Lafayette (28) 
“Thru the Gates” 
Lewis & Ames 


Ba 
Keller Sis & Lynch 


Unit 


| Marvel 
| Benny & Western 
Tommy Harris 
Cushing & Hutton 
| Watson & Lenore 
| Sunkist Beauties 
“The Racketeer” 
CLEVELAND 
State (28) 
“Shanghai Jesters” 
Ted Claire 
Seed & Austin 
Williams Sis 
Bemis & Brown 
Electa Havel 
Mme Serova Ballet 
Maurice Spitalny 
“Laughing Lady” 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Palace (4) 
“Garden of Love" 
Bayes & Speck 
Renoff & Renova 
Miriam Lax 
Earl Scholl 
Felicia Sorel Co 
Dorothy Berke Co 
DENVER, COL. 
Denver (4) 
“Creole Nights’ U 
Lange & Haley 
Rolling Stones 
Anita La Pierre 
Chantal Sis 
Helen Hayes 
Dorothy Berke Co 


DES MOINES IA. 
Paramount (4) 
“Farmyard Frolics” 
Senator Murphy 
Frank Hamilton 
Zastro & White 
Bernice Marshall 
Sunny Schenck 

H & S Wisner 
Dave Gould Girls 


DETROIT 
Fisher (28) 
“Sky Harbor” 
Del Delbridge 
Herschel Henlere 
Collette Sis 

Jimmy Ray 

Lang & Hughes 
Cleo Floyd 
Samuel Benavie™ 
Arsene Siegal 
“Halfway to H’v'n"” 
Michigan (28) 
“Toy Land” Unit 
Baby Gerhardt 
Lachman Sis 
Dorothy Williams 
“Navy Blues” 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
Metropolitan (4) 
“Radio Romance” 
Ross & Edwards 

P & W De Wees 
Laura Lane 

Larry Adler 

Gould Ballet 

LOS ANGELES 
Egyptian (2) 
‘“Internat’nal’ Idea 
Markell & Faun 
Fredrico Flores 
Billy Carr 

Mignon Laird 
Osaka Bros 
Sunkist. Beauties 
“Welcome Danger” 
Loew’s State (2) 
Georgie Stoll 

| “Ivory” Idea 





Unit 


Hy Meyer 
Goetz & Gussie 
Betty Lou Webb 


Paramount (2) 
Milton Charles 
“Glorifying Girl" 

United Artists 

(indef) 
Oliver Wallace 
“Ta 
MI 
Minnesota (4) 


Ellieen & Margery 
Blair & Thornton 
John Quinlan 
Mary Reade Girls 
NEWARK 
Branford (28) 
“1930 Revels” 
Charlie Melson 
Giersdorf Sis 
Edna Covey 
Al Gordon Co 
Moriarity & Burns 
’ | Foster Girls 
“Second Choice” 
N. ORLEANS, 


Lewis & Dody 
Al & Gussie Blum 
5 Bracks 
Gould Ballet 
OMAHA, NEB. 
Paramount (4) 
“Snap Into It’ U 
Val & E Stanton 
The Toregos 
Patterson 2 
Maxine Henry 
Ann Williams 
Serova Girls 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (28) 
“Jazz Buccaneers” 
Emilie & Romaine 
Helen Warner 
La Petit Marie 
Charles Brugge 
Eddie Rey 
Sunkist Beauties 
“Hot for Paris’ 
Mastbaum (28) 
‘New Year Revels’ 
Verne Buck 
Charles Previn 
“Second Choice” 
PITTSBURGH 
Enright (28) 
“Happy New Year’ 
Herman & O'Brien 
Allan & Canfield 
Betty Veronica 
Jay Mills 
“Wedding Rings” 
Penn (28) 
“Anniversary Rev” 
Nat Nazarro Jr 
A Robins 
Stone & Vernon 4 
Breeskin 
Liebert 
“Navy Blues” 





Four High Hatters 


“Their Own Desire” 


ing of Shrew” 
EAP., MINN. 


LA, 


Sianley (28) 
“Hello 1930" 
Dick Powell 
Ritz Bros 
“Second Choice” 
PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (28) 
Glad Rag Dolls 
Diamond & Silver 
The Corbitts 
Arvel Avery 
Johnny, Barry Co 
H & F Usher 
Rosita Haya Co 
Betty Reat & Bros 
“Lone Star R’nger”’ 
S. ANTONIO, TEX. 
Texas (4) 
‘Pirates Melody” U 
Smith & Hadley 
Jue Fong 
Jimmy Dunn 
Farrar 3 
Gamby-Hale B&G 
WASH’GTON. D. C. 
Fox (4) 
“Jazz Buccaneers” 











F & M Idea 
Alexander Callam 
Charles Brugge 
Helen Warner 
Eddie Ray 
La Petite Marie 
Sunkist Girls 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusiloff 
“Christina” 
(28) 

Horace Heidt Orch 
“Hot for Paris” 

Palace (4) 
“Oddities” 
Loew Unit 
“It's a Great Life” 


(28) 
“Miami Nights” 
Loew Unit 
Allan Rogers 
Burns & Kissen 
Horton Spurr 
Llora Hoffman 
Andre de Val 4 
“Navy Blues” 











BETTY and HELEN 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE 


N. Y. C. NOW 


Jack Partington’s 
“THEN AND NOW” 


Direction LEDDY & SMITH 

















Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 
ist half (4-7) 
Homer Romaine 

Myra Lanford 
I Hamp Co 
Lane & HAarper 
Tracey & Hay Co 
2d half (8-10) 
Gordon & Day 
Bentell & Gould 
Lew White Co 
Joyner & Foster 
Lights & Shadows 
Capitol (4) 
Runaway 4 
Reiss & Dunn 
Teddy Joyce 
(Two to fill) 
Delancey St. 
ist half (4-7) 
Cyclone Steppers 
Bussey & Case 
The Briants 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (8-10) 
Bob & L Gillette 
Van & Roe 
Fisher & Hurst 
Clark & Smith 
Henry Regal Co 
Garden of Roses 

Fairmount 
ist half (4-7) 
Joe Mandis 3 
Zelda Santley Co 
Coscia & Verdi 
Lights & Shadows 
(One to fill) 

2d half (8-10) 
Frank Wilson 
Hewitt & Hall 
Bussey & Case 
Oscar Stang Orch 
(One to fill) 

G d 


ran 

ist half (4-7) 
Winnie & Dolly 
Jack Sidney Co 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (8-10) 
Sun Tanned Follies 
McManus & Hickey 
De Pace Co 
Nat Carr 
Odiva-& Seals 

Lincoln Square 


“Puppets Parade” ist half (4-7) 
Ferry Cotwey Johnny Berkes Co 
Walter Walters Co] (Others to fill) 


2a half (8-10) 
Bloomberg Alask’ns 
Clifton & Brent 
George Lyons” 
Lockett & Page Co 
(One to fill) 

National 

ist half (4-7) 
Ralstons 
cliff & Rees 
Harry Holman Co 
Kirby & Du Val 
Happiness Girls 

2a half (8-10) 
Joe Mandis 3 
Etta Reed 
Coscia & Verdi 
Roye Maye Co 
(One to fill) 

Orpheum 

ist half (4-7) 
Daro & Costa Rey 
Trene Ricardo 
Barto & Mann 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (8-16) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Rosita Hoya 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Billy Glason 
Happiness Girls 

Paradise (4) 
Sally & Ted 
Dodd & Rush 
(Three to fill) 

State (4) 
Grace & M Eline 
All Girl Show 
(Three to fill) 

Victoria 

ist half (4-7) 
George D’'Ormonde 
Claude & Marion 
Money Is Money 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (8-10) 
Homer Romaine 
*| Morrell & Beckwith 
Anderson & Graves 
Irene Ricardo 
Fein & Tennyson 

BROOKLYN 

Bedford 

ist half (4-7) 
Bentell & Gould 
Bronson & Renee 
Carr Bros & Betty 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (8-10) 
Olvera Bros 
Myra Langford 


. 











Fielder-Harriet Co 
Johnny Berkes Co 
Wally Sharples Co 
Gates Ave. 
ist half (4-7) 
Bloomberg Alask’ns 
Hyde & Burrell 
Fisher & Hurst 
Wilson Bros 
Carl Shaw Co 
2d half (8-10) 
Ed & Lee Travers 
Claude & Marion 
Jack Sidney Co 
(Two to fill) 
Kings (4) 
Lou Holtz 
Dolores Eddy & D 
Pearl Twins 
(Two to fill) 
Loew’s 46th St. 
lst half (4-7) 
Bob & L Ginette 
Keith Wilbur 
Anderson & Graves 
Joyner & Foster 
Deno-Rochelle Orch 
2d half (8-10) 
Vernon Rathb’n Co 
Zelda Santley Co 
The Briants 
Wilson Bros 
Daro & Costa Rev 
Metropolitan (4) 
Alf Loyal’s Dogs 
Gallarini & Sis 
Harry Fox Co 
Living Jewels 
(One to fill) 


0 aC 

2a half (4-7) 
George Lyons 
McManus & Hickey 
Al B White Talkies 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (8-10) 
The Ralstons 
Cliff & Reiss 
Geo D'Ormonde Co 
Meyers Lubow & R 
(One to fill) 

Pitkin (4) 
Adler & Bradford 
Mills & Shea 
Charlotte Woodruff 
(Two to fill) 

Premier 
ist half (4-7) 
Petty Reat & Bros 
3 Keena Sis 
Thos McAuliffe 
Billy Glason 
Lockett & Page Co 
2d half (8-10) 
Karoli Bros 
Burton & Holmes 
Lane & Harper 
Bronson & Renee 
(One to 1 
AKRON 

Loew's (4) 
Angel Bros 
Charles & L Girard 
Hooper & Batchett 
Frank Conville 
B Parade in Person 

ATLANTA 

Grand (4) 
Chapelle & Carlton 
Stroud Twins 
Burke & Durkin 
Sam Hearn 


CANTON 


Loew’s (4) 
Milton Berle Unit 


(Others {9 fill) 
CORONA, L. IL 


Plaza 
ist half (4-7) 
Frank Wilson 
Cooper &. Cavan’gh 
Fielder-Harriet Co 
Jones & Rea 
Wally Sharples Co 
2a half (8-10) 
Palermo’s Dogs 
Jack North 
Al B White Talkies 
(Two to fill) 
EVANSVILLE 
Loew's (4) 
Sheldon Heft & L 
Reynolds & White 
Nat Chick Haines 
Raym’nd & Caverly 
6 Lucky Boys 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
State (4) 
The Du Ponts 
3 Rah Rah Girls 
Will J Kennedy Co 
Joe Darcey 
Signor Friscoe Orch 
JAMAICA, L. 
Valencia (4) 
Fortunella & C’lino 
Carlton Emmy Pets 
Ivan Triesault 
Aileen Clark 
Pavia 
Gus Alexander 


John Maxwell 
Marguerite & Gill 
Steve Savage 
(Two to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Loew’s (4) 
Les Jardys 
Romaine & Castle 
Jack Janis Co 
Caits Bros 
Carl Freed Orch 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
State (4) 
Ed & Jen Rooney 
Dixie Hamilton 
Smith & Hart 
Les Gellis 
Benny Barton Co 
MONTREAL 
Loew’s (4) 
Gobs of Joy 
NEWARK 
State (4) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Cook & Vernon 
Frances Arms Co 
Joe Fejer Orch 
(One to fill) 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (4) 
4 Ussems 
Primrose 4 


‘Edgar Berger Co 
Ross Wyse Jr Co 


State (4) ; 
Dresden China Unit 
(Others to fill) 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Loew's (4) 
Sunshine Sammy 
Oliver Sibley 
Emil Boreo 
(Two to fill) 


RICHMOND 

Loew’s (4) 
Archie & G Falls 
Ted & A Waldeman 
Jane & Kath Lee 
Toney & Norman 
Ann Pritchard Co 

ROCHESTER 

Loew's (4) 
Kay Hamlin & Kay 
Joe Phillips Co 
Hughie Clark Co 
(Two to fill) 


SYRACUSE 
Loew's (4) 
3 Aces 


Jean Granese Co 
Seymour & Howard 
Georgie Price 
(One to fill) 
ONTO 
Loew's (4) 
3 Silvers 
Mario & Lazarin 
Harry Kahne 
Francis & Wally 
Snow Columbus & I 
WASH’GTON, D. C. 
Loew’s (4) 
Cole & Snyder 
3 Dennis Sis 
Gordon & King 
(Two to fill) 
WOODH’'V’'N, L. L. 
Willard 
Ist half (4-7) 
Little Pippifax Co 
Rosita Hoya 
Lew White Co 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Meyers Lubow & R 
2d half (8-10) 
Keith Wilbur 
Hyde & Burrell 
Money Is Money 
(Two to fill) 
YONKERS, N. Y. 
Yonkers 
ist half (4-7) 
Ora Co 
Clark & Smith 
Oscar Stang Orch 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (8-10) 
Little Pippifax Co 
Ethel Pastor 
Lionel Mike Ames 
Robinson & Pierce 





Carl Shaw Co 








Keith’s 








NEW YORK CITY 
Chester 

1st half (4-7) 
3 Kaswell Sis 
Ewing Eaton 
Geo Shelton Co 
Howard & Newton 
Landis Bros 
Herb Williams 

2a half (8-10) 
Enoz Frazere 
Wilson & Dobson 
Harry Carrol Rev 
Maxine Lewis 
(One to fill) 

2a half (1-3) 
Salino’s Circus 
Jos E Howard 
Manny King Co 
Hunter & Percival 
Serova Rev 


Coliseum 
1st half (4-7) 
Paul Sydell & 8 
Billy Farrell Co 
Sylvia Clark 
Lane Osborne Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (8-10) 
Rhythm & Taps 
Cardini 
Chester Conklin 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (1-3) 
Harum & Scarum 
Barry & Whitledge 
Maxine Lewis 
Harry Carroll Rev 
Sist Street 
1st half (4-7) 
Seven Mariners 
Roger Imhoff Co 
Patricola 
Robert L Ripley 
(One to fill) 
2d half (8-10) 
May Questelle 
Madge Kennedy Co 
Glenn & Jenkins 
(Two to fill) 
2d haif (1-3) 
Harriman S Lucille 
Bobby May 
Helen Kane 
Buck & Bubbles 
3 Kaswell Sis 
86th Street 
ist half (4-7) 
Felovis 
Lou Cameron 
Corbett & O’Brien 
Children of China 
(One to fill) 
2d half (8-10) 
8 Rangers 
Robert L Ripley 
Kitchen Pirates 
(Two to fili) 
2d half (1-3) 
Enoz Frazere 
Jean Carr 





Down Home 


Billy House Co 


2d half (8-10) 
Jean Rankin Beiles 
4 Carlton Bros 
Children of China 
Corbett & O’Brien 
(One to fill) 

2d half (1-3) 
Lane Osborne Co 
Paul Sydell & S 
Billy Farrell Co 
Sylvia Clark 
Will Osborne Orch 


Franklin 
Ist half (4-7) 
4 Carleton Bros 
May Questrelle 
Any Family 
Sid Lewis 
Bits of Broadway 
Stan Stanley 
2d half (8-10) 
Elizabeth Morgan 
Joe Jackson 
Bobby Folsom 
Jack Usher Co 
Buck & Bubbles 
6 Jansleys 
2d half (1-3) 
Hatt & Herman 
Thomas & Ray 
Teck Murdock Co 
Ray & Nord 
Voice of R-K-O 
Joe McCarthy Co 
Guy & P Magley 
milton 
1st half (4-7) 
Luster Bros 
Joan Franklin 
Harry Hayden Co 
Herbert Faye 
Jean Rankin Belles 
2d half (8-10) 
Inez & Dwyna 
Ewing Eaton 
Willie West & McG 
Elizabeth Brice 
(One to fill) 
2d half (1-3) 
Boganny Tr 
Helen & J Trix 
John Berton Co 
George Beatty 
Ann Pritchard Co 
Hippodrome (4) 
Tiniva & Baikoff Co 
Geo Beatty 
Colleano Family 
Bob Albright Co 
Barry & Whitledge 
Eno Tr 
(28) 
6 Danubes 
Lathrop Bros 
Chabot & Tortoni- 
Devil's Circus 
Moss & Frye 
Lt Gitz Rice Cs 
Jefferson 
ist half (4-7) 
Eliz’th Morgan Co 
Thomas & Ray 





(Three to fill) 
2d half (1-3) 
Ted Schwab Co 
Moore Sis 
Mickey McKee 
Inez & DeWyn 
Ray Stanton 
Palace (4) 
Lt Gitz Rice Co 
Jean Carr ; 
Will Osborne Orch 
Burns & Allen 
Billy House Co 
Bobby May 
(28) 
Great Rolle 
Boyd Senter 
Chas Ruggles Co 
Jack Benny 
Estelle Taylor 
Venita Gould 
Jeannette Hackett 
Al Trahan 
Art Landry Orch 
Riverside (4) 
Dixie 4 
Harry & F Usher 
Corinne Tilton 
Brennan & Rogers 
Ted Lewis Orch 
Vivian & Walters 
(28) 
Winslow 4 
Mitchell Bros 
Colleano Family 
Howard & Newton 
Kitchen Pirates 
Williams & Delaney 
George Jessel 
Van Lane & Ver 
Royal 
Ist half (4-7) 
Mangean Tr 
Hazel Crosby 
Kelly Jackson Co 
Norwood Hall 


Del Ortos 


Weaver Bros 

Home Folks 

(One to fill) 
(28 


) 
Cortello White Tops 
Ernest Hiatt 
Esther Ralston 
Lou Cameron 
Rhythm & Taps 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (4) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Glad Moffat 
Viola Long Co 
Frank Gaby 
O'Donnell & Blair 
28) 


(2 
Norman Thomas 56 
Maidie & Ray 
Junior Durkin 
Watson Sis 
teo Andree Co 
CALGARY 
Grand (4) 
Alexander Girls 
Ken Christy Co 
Healy & Cross 
Block & Sully 
Howard's Ponies 
28) 
Pavley Oukrainsky 
Wm & Joe Mandell 
Owen McGivney 
The Wager 
Nash & Fately 
CHICAGO 
Palace (4) 
Pepito 
Falls Reading & B 
Flio Richardson Co 
Clifford & Marion 
Richard Bennett 
Lina Basquette Co 
Jim McWilliams 


Paula Paquita & C 
Walter Dare Wahl 





2d half (8-10) 


Jarvis & Harrison 








“EXCLUSIVEL 
GARMENTS FO 


Y DESIGNED | 
R GENTLEMEN 


N ROCK 


1632 B’way. at 50th St., N. Y¥. City 








Gold & Ray 
Martinett & Crow 
Evans Wolfe Co 
Meehan & Shannon 
Lillian Morton 
The Great Rollo 

2a half (1-3) 
Willie Higgie Girls 
Cora Green 
Warren & O’Brien 
Jack Usher Co 
Weston & Lyons 
Eno Tr 


BROOKLYN 
Albee (4) 
Tiny Town Rev 
Chevalier Bros 
Lulu McConnell 
Wilton & Weber 
Estelle Taylor 
(28) 

Felovis 
Dixte 4 
Cansinos 
Sol Gould Co 


Ted Lewis Orch 


Bushwick 

Ist half (4-7) 
Gold & Ray 
Bennett & Fenwick 
Williams & Delaney 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (8-10) 
Hazel Crosby 
Hite Reflow 
Joe Bonomo Co 
Nellie Jay 
(One to fill) 

2d half (1-3) 
Bento Bros & Rita 
Le Paul 
Chase & Ia Tour 
Pat Hening Co 
Pastine Rev 
Kimberly & Page 


Kenmore (4) 
Bordner & Boyer 3 
Bronson & Gardner 
Saranoff & O’R’rke 
Pat Rooney Rev 
(One to fill) 

(28) 


Daros 

Bits of Broadway 
Fred Lightner Co 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Dave Apollon 


n 

Ist half (4-7) 
Rose Kress 3 
Foster Fagin & Cox 
Wilson & Dobson 
Ken Murray 3 
(One to fill) 

2d half (8-10) 
Edna Torrence 
Pat Henning 


(Two to fill) 

2d half (1-2) 
Kanazawa Japs 
Roy Rogers 
Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 
(One to fill) 

Prospect 

ist half (4-7) 
Cora Green 
Voice of the R-K-O 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (8-10) 
Bennett & Fenwick 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (1-3) 
Hunter & Monty 
The Gossipers 
Frank Dixon Co 





Summers & Hunt 
A Night in Spain 




















Horton Spurr 
Burns & Kissen 
Elora Hoffman 
(One to fill) 


BAY RIDGE 
Loew’s 
Ist half (4-7) 
Karoli Bros 
Lila Campus 
Jack North 
Alexander & Olsen 
(One to fill) 
2d half (8-19) 
Jack Housh Co 
Thos McAuliffe Co 
Jones & Rea 
Tracey & Hay 
(One to fill) 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (4) 
Royal Sidneys 
Peggy Brooks 
Millard & Marlin 


Co 





Tack Norwoerth Co 
Gracel a-Theodore 


Ist half (4-7) 
Edna Torrence Co 
Cardini 
Raymond Bond Co 
Nan Halperin 
C Bennington Orch 

2d half (8-10) 
7 Mariners 
Lou Cameron 
Patricola 
Herb Williams 
(One to fill) 

2d half (1-3) 
Chevalier Bros 
Ruth Ford 
Chester Conklin 
Burns & Allen 
Jean Rankin Belles 

Fordham 

ist half (4-7) 
Rhythm & Taps 
Madge Kennedy Co 
Watts & Hawley 
Willie West & McG 
(One to fill) 





Buck & Bubbles 
6 Jansleys 
2d half (8-10) 
Townsend & Bolds 
Foster Fagan & C 
Harry Burns Co 
Felovis 
Ken Murray 
The Charlestons 
2d half (1-3) 
4 Jacks & Girlie 
Harry Stanley Co 
Jack & K Spangler 
Jack Wilson Co 
Lester's Midgets 


125th Street 


Ist half (4-7) 
Zion & Plaza 
Marie Harcourt 
Kane & Nelson 
Local Girls 
(One to fill) 

2d half (8-10) 
Bernice & Foran 
George Herman 








Tore: JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 
awe st TAILOR, 908 Walnut St., Phila 
BALTIMORE, MD. | Fleeson & Shipman| Joe Jackson AKRON 

Leew (4) F McCormack Pals| Bobby Folsom Palace (4) 
Andre De Val 4 58th Street M'sh’ll Montgomery | Dotson 


Chain & Conroy 
Pauline 
(Two to fill) 

9 


(28) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Glad Moffat 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Jim McWilliams 
Francois Densmore 


ALBANY 
Proctor’s (4) 
Murand & Girton 
Harrison & Dakin 
Dainty Marie 
(Two to fill) 

(28) 
Thelma D’Onzo 
Danny Small 
Mercedes 
Evans & Adams 
Bob Carter & A Sis 

* BOSTON 
Keith-Albee (4) 
56 Nelsons 
Roy Rogers 


Bill Robinson 
Kouns Sis 
Ledova Co 
Chic Sale 
Mijares 


State Lake (4) 
Russian Art Circus 
Don Cummings 
Dillon & Parker 
Freda & Palace 
Rose’s Midgets 

28) 
Golf Fiends 
Ruddell & Donegan 
Broadus Earle 
(Two to fill) 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (4) 
Paula Paquita & C 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Siamese Twins 
Jerome & Gray 
Lime 3 
(28) 
The Meyakos 
Frank Gaby 
Frances White 
Kramer & Boyle 
12 O’Clock Rev 


CLEVELAND 

105th Street (4) 
Golf Fiends 
Ruddell & Donegan 
(Three to fill) 


(28) 
Murand & Girton 
Dalton & Craig 
Rich & Hart 
Larry Rich Friends 
(One to fill) 

Palace (4) 
Francois Densmore 
Lubin Larry & A 
Kouns Sis 
Evans & Mayer 
12 wore Rev 

(28 


) 

Butler Santos Co 
Chain & Conroy 
Tempest & S'nshine 
Georgie Price 
Hungary Tr 
Lorraine Wittenb’g 

DENVER 


Orpheum (4) 
Doin’ Things 
J C Flippen 
(Three to fill) 
(28) 


Helena Justa & C 
Bozo Snyder 
Brady & Wells 
Roy Cummings 
Juvenile Rev 
ELMIRA 
Keeney 
Ist half (4-7) 
Rostando Ca 
Lionel Kay 
Watts & Hawley 
Blue Ridge R'blers 
(One to fill) 
2d half (8-10) 
4 Phillips 
Dirkson & Cassidy, 
Victor Oliver Co 
Jimmy Burchill 
(One to fill) 
FLUSHING 
Keith’s 
Ist half (4-7) 
Enos Frazere 
Maxine Lewis 
Harry Carroll Rev 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (8-10) 
Paul Sydell & S 
Billy Farrell Co 
Sylvia Clark 
Lane Osborne Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (1-3) 
6 Blue Streaks 
Bronson & Gardner 
Jack Dempsey 
Patricola 
Santos & DuFrayne 
ITHACA 
. Keith 
2d half (8-10) 
Rostando Co 
Lionel Kay 
Watts & Hawley 
Blue Ridge R’blers 
(One to fill) 
JERSEY 
State 
Ist half (4-7) 
Nelson's Katland 
Pope & Thompson 
Chase & La Tour 
Jimmie Lucas Co 
Catherine Rose Rev 
2d half (8-10) 
Lester Irving 3 
Barr & Davis 
Dab Coleman Co 
Jed Dooley 
Raismann Alab'm’s 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (4) 
Dakotas 
Stanley & Ginger 
Henry Santrey Bd 
(Two to fill) 
(28) 
Russian Art Cireus 











Falls Reading & B 


Wednesday, January 1, 1930 





Joseph Regan 
Chas Slim Timblin 


Dillon & os 


LOS ANGELE 

Hillstreet (4) 
Schepp's Circus 
Ethel Davis 
Brown & Whitaker 
Kentucky Singers 
Buster West 

(28) 

Leavitt & Lockw’d 
Yates & Lawley 
2 Daveys 
(Two to fill) 

M’KEESVORT 

Harris 

ist half (4-7) 
Duncan & Parker 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (8-10) 
Harum Scarum 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (1-3) 
Owen & Mann 
Wallie & Zeller 
(Three to fill) 

MONTREAL 

Imperial (4) 
Lohse & Sterling 
Rogers & Wynne 
Monica & A Skelly 
Scott Sanders 
(One to fill) 

(28) 

Kikuta Japs 
Ryan & Noblette 


a 


Dainty Marie 
ROCHESTER 
Palace (4) 

Hap Hazzard 
4 Diamonds 
pe & sort 
arry ch Frien 
Joe Mendi ds 
(28) 
Bordner Boyer 3 
Ada Brown 
Wm Ebbs Co 
Odette Myrtil 
Hickey Bros 
White & Manning 
SALT LAKE CITy 
sated) mapa 


) 
6 Marinelli Girls 
»Goss & Barrows 
Pollack & Dunn 
Harry Holmes Co 
Alphonse Berg 
(28) 
Doin’ Things 
J C Flippen 
(Three to fill) 
SAN DIEGO 
Keith's (4) 


3 Orantos 

Kitty O’Connor 
Leavitt & Lockw'd 
(Two to fill) 


(28) 
Evers & Greta 
Luci de Kerekjart’s 
Davis & Darnell 











HOWAR 


BONDS FOR 


A.B. Leach & Co. In 


a 


D SLOAT 
INVESTMENT 
7 Aiinam St.oN Y 














Maryland Colleg’ns 
Harry Burns Co 
(One to fill) 
MT. VERNON 
Keith’s 
ist half (4-7) 
Crystal 3 
Harrington Sis 
Billy Maine Co 
Don Galvan 
Kitchen, Pirate 
2a half (8-10) 
Mangean Tr 
Roy Rogers 
Chas Ruggies Co 
Demarest & Deland 
Ruiz & Bonita Co 
2d half (1-3) 
Douglas Wright Co 
Olyn Landick 
Tiny Town Rev 
Lander Bros 
Rhapsody in Silk 
NEWARK 
Palace (4) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Kane & Ellis 
Helen Kane 
Sol Gould Co 
Dance Parade 
(28) 
Jack & B Cavan'’gh 
Margaret Schilling 
Lulu McConnell 
Wilton & Weber 
Jack Hayes Co 
NEW ROCHELLE 
Keith’s 
ist half (4-7) 
Inez & Dwyer 
Evans Wolfe Co 
Harry J Conley Co 
Lillian Morton 
Thelma Deonzo Co 
2d half (8-10) 
Crystal 3 
Raynor Lehr Co 
Roger Imhoff Co 
Rae Samuels 
RC A Thermin 
2d half (1-3) 
Meehan's Dogs 
Ewing Eaton 
M’'sh’ll Montgomery 
Herb Williams Co 
(One to fill) 
NORTH ADAMS 
Keith’ 


~ 

2d half (8-10) 
Jay Herbie 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (1-3) 
Dale & O'Neil 
George Morton 
Ragamuffins 
Boyd & Wallen 
Manford & Claire 

OAKLAND 

Orpheum (4) 
Kelso Bros Unit 
(Others to fill) 

(28) 

Schepp’s Circus 
Hickman Kiddies 
Flo Lewis 
Morris & Campbell 
Kentucky Singers 


OMAHA 
Keith’s (4) 
Helena Justa & 
Irene Rich 
Roy Cummings 
(Two to fill) 
(28) 
The Dakotas 
Hal Jerome & Grey 
Henry Santrey 
Soldiers of Fortun 
(One to fill) . 
OTTAWA 
Keith’s (4) 
Ferris & Ray Rev 
Ryan & Noblette 
Jim & M Harkins 
Kikuta Japs 
(One to fill) 


Cc 


(28) 
Harris & Claire 


Brems F & M Bros 
Carrie & Eddy 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (4) 
La Salle & Mack 
Blood & Thunder 
Florrie Lavere 
Chamb’l'n & Himes 
6 Brown Bros 
(28) 
Kelso Bros Unit 
(Others to fill) 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s 
Ist half.(4-7) 
Jay Herbie 
Teck Murdock 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (8-10) 
Jimmy Burchill Ce 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (1-3) 
Ferris & Ray Rev 
Cronin & Hart 
N Arnant & Bro 
Besser & Balfour 
Willie West & McG 
SEATTLE 
Orpheum (4) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Fulton & Parker 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Two to fill) 
(28) 
Hal Neiman 
Fred Sylvester 
Ray & Harrison 
Dance Fables 
Ruby Norton 
SPOKANE 
Orpheum (4) 
P’v’ly Oukrainsky 
Nash & Fately 
Wm & Joe Mandel 
Owen McGiveney 
The Wager 
(28) 
The Digitanos 
Derickson & Brown 
Powers & Jarrett 
Stuart & Lash 
The Cavaliers 
ST. LOUIS 
Keith’s (4) 
Meyakos 
Walter Dare Wahl 
T’mp’st & S’nshine 
BoB; Hope Co 
Ledova 
28) 
Mascagno 4 
Ray Huling & Seals 
Geo K Arthur Co 
Harris & Radcliffe 
Flo Bihardess ce 
Orpheum (4) 
Songs & Steps 
Jack Major 
Roy Cummings 
6 Belfords 
(One to fill) 
(28) 


Central H S Bd 

‘| Snoozer Jr 

Freda & Paiace _ 
Clifford & Marion 


Lee 2 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (4) 

William Ebs Co 

Odette Mrytil 

Al Trahan 

Lester Irving 3 

(One to fill) 

(28) 


6 Galenos 

Harrison 

Cardini 

Corinne Tilton 

Edna. Torrence Co 

Harry Conley Co 
OMA 

RKO-Pantages (4) 

Dance Fables 

Hal Neiman 

Ruby Norton 

Ray & Harrison 


& Dakin | 

















OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. 4 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 


This Week: Harry B. 


Watson, Miller & Farrell 











Whitey Ford 
Mason & Keeler 
Foley & La Tour 
3 Lamores 
PITTSBURGH 
Harris (4) 
Owen & Mann 
Frank X Silk 
(Three to fill) 


(28) 
M’D’n'’d & Paradise 


Frish Rector & 
Little Revue 
(Two to fill) 

PORTLAND 

R-K-O-Pantages 


T 


(4) 
Choos Odds & Ends 


Sid Marion 
(Three to fill) 
28 


) 
Tillis & La Rue 
Curly Burns 
Fritz & J Hubert 
Eddie Pardo 
Beehee & Rubyate 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith-Albee (4) 


Douglas Wright Co 


Ernest Hiatt 
Esther Ralston 
Weston & Lyons 
(One to fill) 
(28) 
7 Mariners 
Saranoff & 
Any Family 
Elizabeth Price 


O'R'rke 


Fred Sylvester 
(28) 


Odds & Ends 
(Others to fill) 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome (4) 
Norman Thomas 
Madie & Ray 
Junior Durkin 
Watson Sis 
Nathal 
(28) 
Liazeed Tr 
Rogers & Wynne 
M & A Skelly 
Scott Sanders 
Townsend & Boles 
TRENTON 
Capito 
Ist nalf (4-7) 
4 Blue Steppers 
Marintett & Crow 
Wilson & Irene 
Ths Rangers 
(One to fill) 
2a half (8-10) 
Jerome & Evelyn 
M Montgomery 
Brennan & Rogers 
Wells & 4 Fays 
2a half (1-3) 
Amateur Nite 18 
Charm 4 
(Three to fil!) 
TROY 
Proctor’s 
Ist half (4-: 
Kitamura Bros 


+a 
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VA» 
Orp! 
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Cavalie 
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2a h 
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Cronin & Hart 
Bares 6 cio 
sser ts) 
_ McG 
2a hal 8-10) 
Chandler & Cl’m’ns 

Dolan & Gale 
Nathal 
Stutz & Bingham 
Lovejoy Dancers 
UNION HILL 
Capitol 


ist half (4-7) 
Moro & Francis 
Fynan & Doris 
Saxtib & Farrell 
4 Pals 
Dance Bouquets 

2a half (8-10) 
Ann Schuler Co 
Gold & Ray 
Claire Vincent Co 
Wilson & Irene 
Clifford & Wayne 

VANCOUVER 

Orpheum (4) 
The Digitanos 
Powers & Jarreit 
Derickson & Brown 
Stewart & Lash 
Cavaliers 

(28) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Fulton & Parker 
Olsen & Johnson 





(Two to fill) 


2a half. (1-3) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Jack North 
Chamberlain & B 
Peter Higgins 
The Rangers 


WINNIPEG 
Orpheum (4) 
Lee 2 
Medley & Dupree 
Snoozer Jr 
Jack Pepper 
(One to filly 
28) 
Alexander Girls 
Ken Christy Co 
Healy & Cross 
Block & Sully 
Howard's Ponies 
YONKERS 
Keith’s 
ist half (4-7) 
3 Lewis Bros 
Roy Rogers 
Chas Ruggles Co 
Demarest & Deland 
The Great Rollo Co 
2a half (8-10) 
Del Ortos 
Wilson & Ireno 
Harry J Conley Co 
Williams & D’lan’y 
Theima Deonzo Co 
2d half (1-3) 
Samaroft & Sonia 
Foster Fagan & C’x 
Billy Maine Co 











wi “AU STRALIAN “TOUR” 





WHITE PLAINS 
Keith’s 
Ist half (4-7) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Red Donahue Pals 
Elizabeth Brice Co 
Pat Henning Co 
Peter Higgins 
2d half (8-10) 
Ada Kaulman Girls 
Chavelier Bros 
Foley & LaTour 
Sully & Thomas 


Peter Higgins ’ 





Ken Murray 
(One to fill) 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith’s (4) 
Hill Billies 
Marie Hew 
White Manning 
Kremer & Boyle 
Mijares 
(28) 


Lime 3 

Loma Worth 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Lina Basquette 
Harry Howard 





Fanchon and Marco 





ATLANTA 
Fox (3) 
“Dance Moods” 
Exposition 4 
Gus Mulcay 
Betty Mooney 
Ramon Caldwell 


BRIDGEPORT 
Palace (6) 
*Up'in the Air” 
Walter Nilsson 
Neil Castagneli 
Joan Knox 
Laddie La Monte 


DENVER 
Tabor Grand (31) 
“Art in Taps” Idea 
Myrtle Gordon 
Rodney & Gould 
Al & Hall 
Jeanne McDonald 
Johnny Plank 
Eddie Lewis 
Brown & Wiila 

DETROIT 

Fox (8) 
“Columns” Idea 
Rome & Gaut 
Niles Marsh . 
Billy Rolls = 
Maxine Evelyn 
Dorothy Henley 

FRESN 


Fox Wilson 
ist half (2-5) 
“Hot Dominoes” 
Les Klicks 
Paul Mall 
Dexter Webb & D 


Grand (7) 
“Far East’’ Idea 
Frank Stever 
Helen Pachaud 
M Sanami Co 
2 Jacks & 2 Queens 
Ruth Kadamatsu 
Joan Hardcastle 

HARTFORD 

* Capitol (4) 
aardens’’ Idea 

Slate Bros 

Moffa & Mae 

Vina Zolle 

Cliff Nazarro 
LONG BEACH 
West Coast (2) 

“Desert” Idea 

Ed & Martin Beck 

Muriel Stryker 

Cropley & Violet 

Harry Napee 

Carla Torney Girls 
LOS ANGELE 

Egyptian (3) 
“Internat’nal’ Idea 
Fredrico Flores 

Laird & B Carr 
Osaka Roys - 
Markel & Faun 

Loew's State (2) 
“Ivories” 





PASADENA 
Colorade (2) 
Aerial 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (3) 


“Jazz Buccaneers’”’ 
Emilie & Romaine 
Charles Brugge 
Eddie Rey 

Helen Warner 

La Petite Marie 


PORTLAND, ORE. 
Broadway (2)° 
“Jazz Temple” Idea 

Wally Jackson 

Nora Schiller 
Gus Elmore 
Sylvia Doree 
Temple Beauties 


SACRAMENTO 
Senator (3) 
“Let's Pretend” 
Tillyou & Rogers 
Lyda Roberti 
Ed Cheney 
Rita Lane 


SALEM 

Elsinore (4) 
“Black & @old’”’ 
4 Kemmys 
Arnold Grazer 
Maxine Hamilton 
Lee Wilmot 

SAN DIEGO 


4 Hi Hatters 
Edison & Gregory 
Goetz & Duffy 
Charlie & Nell 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (3) 
“Uniforms” Idea 
Armand & Perez 
Ruth Hamilton 
Joy Bros 
Shore & Moore 
SAN JOSE 
California 
Ist half (30-1) 
“Hot Dominoes” 
Les Klicks 
Paul Mall 
Dexter Webb & D 
SEATTLE 
Fifth Ave. (2) 
“Idea in Green” 
Eddie Lambert 
Moran & Weston 
Franklin er yar 
Way Watts & 
SPRINGFI SLD 
Palace (4) 
“Jazz Cinderella” 
Mae Usher 
Roy Rogers 
James Gaylord 
Albert Hogo 
Adair & Stewart 





Billy Randall 
Pauline Alpert 











FISHER and GILMORE 


African Theatres, Ltd. 
Johannesburg, South Africa 











Alene & Evans 
Hy Meyer 
ary & Fr Seamon 


» MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (3) 
isses’’ Idea 

Joe & J McKenna 

Will Cowan 

Dave Hacker 
Flat 4 

Mabel & Marcia 

Helen Aubrey 
allen & Barnes 
— HAVEN 
Palace (4) 

at'melon Blues” 

ammy & Picks 

Uise & Mitchell 

Ted Ledford 
uthern ‘Steppers 

NIAGARA FALLS 
Strand 

Ist half (3-5 

ollyw ood 

3 Gobs 

Chas R ozelle 

Lorris & Fermine 

illes & Perlee 

John Vale 


oa 


Girls” 


(3) 
Russe” 
ountess Sonia 
Alex Sherer Bekefi 
uUssian Sunrise 3 
Sam Linfield Co 

is Nirley 





ST. LOUIS 
Fox (3) 
“Accordion” Idea 
Burt & Lehman 
Theo & Katya 
Nat Spector 
Mary Price 
Arnold Hartman 
Sane 
Ga 
2a heit’. é5- 7) 
3 Gobs 
Chas Rozelle 
Lorris & Fermine 
Miles & Perlee 
John Vale 
VANCOUV’R, B. C. 
Strand (6) 
“Baby Songs” Idea 
Penny Pennington 
Miller & Marx 
Rose Valyda 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (3) 
“Speed” Idea 
Black Cat 4 
Cal Norris Greyh’ds 
Parker & Mack 
Helen Burke 
WATERBURY 
Palace (4) 
“Sweet Cookies’ 
Eva Mandel 
| Jones & Hull 
Roy Loomis 
Bobbe Thompson 





WORCESTER 
Palace (4) 


“Ser’nl'd Melodies” 
David Reece 


Franklin & Warner 
Jack & B Welling 
Lucille Iversen 
Everts & Lowry 
Sherry Louise 








Association | 





CED’R — DS, IA. 


1st halt *(5- Aa 
Herbert G & 
Sargent & E cisite 
Ida May Sparrow 
4 Camerons 
2a half (8-11) 
Corey & Mann 
(Three to fill) 
DAVENPORT, IA. 
Capitol 
Ist half 
Harmonica 
Badger & Muessler 
Suite 16 
2a half (8-11) 
Edith Griffith Co 
Sargent & Cammie 
4 Camerons 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Orpheum (5) 
Stanley Rollickers 
Larimer & Hudson 
(One to fill) 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Hollywood 
ist half (5-8) 
Ralph Whitehead 
The Lemays 
(One to fill) 
2d half (9-11) 
Dot Myers Co 
(Two to fill) 
EV’NSV’LLE, 
Victory 
2a half (9-11) 
Al Butts & Peaches 
Polar Pastimes 
(Three to fill) 
G'D R’PR’S, MICH. 
Keith’s 
ist half (5-8) 
Radio Jacks & Qu’n 
Lomas Tr 
Joe Roberts 
Kollege Komics 
Vox & Walters 
2a half (9-11) 
Victor Oliver Co 
Dan Santo Gang 
(Three to fill) 
INDIANAP., IND. 
Lyric (4) 
Wylie & Young 
Chas Ray 
Delong Family 
(One to fill) 
LONDON, ONT. 
Loew’s 
Ist half (6-8) 
Zeller & Wilburn 
Dancing Cadets 
(One to fill) 
2d half (9-11) 
Large & Morgner 
Jack Bell 3 
(One to fill) 
MADISON, WIS. 
Orpheum 
ist half (5-7) 
Pickard & Seal 
Powers & Wallace 
(One to fill) 





IND. 





2a half (8-11) 
Grouman Hess & V 
Gibb 2 


(One to fill) 


MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Orpheum (4) 

3 Lordens 

Grace Doro 

Jimmy Allard Co 

Fr’nklin & Dunlevy 

Tommy Manahan 

MILW’KEE, WIS. 
Riverside (4) 

| Al & L Rudack 

| Fred & J Rinehart 

Cowboy Revels 

Yorks & Lord 

Hart’s Krazy Kats 

MINNEAP., MINN. 

Seventh Street (4) 

Max & Gang 


Bozo Snyder Co 
George Hunter 
Joyce Lando Co 
NASHV’LE, TENN. 
Princess (4) 
Opera vs Jazz 
Joe Freed Co 
Fauntleroy & Van 
Internat’! Rhythm 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Palace 
ist half (5-7) 
Edith Griffith Co 


Harry Hines 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (8-11) 


Marcus Show No 1 
SIOUX CITY, IA. 
Orpheum 
ist half (4-6) 
Hall & Erminie 
Spirit of Minstrelsy 
(Three to fill) 
80. BEND, IND. 
Palace 

ist half (5-7) 
O’Neal & Manners 
Corey & Mann 


Gibb 2 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (8-11) 
Powers & Wallace 
(Four to fill) 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Grand 

Ist half (4-7) 

Billy Pruitt 


Al Butts & Peaches 
2d half (8-10) 
Elsie Greenwell Co 
Joe Roberts 

Le Grohs 
WINDSOR 
Capitol 

ist half (6-8) 
Large & Morgner 
Jack Bell 3 
(One to fill) 

2a half (9-11) 
Zeller & Wilburn 
Dancing Cadets 
(One to fill) 


ONT 








Interstate 





ATLANTA 
Keith’s (6) 
St Clair Sis & O’D 
Henry J Kelly 
Al & F Stedman 
J Cobb & S Lowry 
(One to filly 
BIRMINGHAM 
Ritz (6) 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Ryan Sis 
Conlin & Glass 
Marion Wilkins Co 
(One to fill) 
CHA 


Orpheum 
2a half (7-9) 
Lamont 4 
Masters & Grayce 
Swor & Goode 
Lyda Grey Chaplin 
(One to fill) 


Lottie Atherton 
Lytel & Fant 
Lamarr & Boice 
McLallen & Sarah 
(One to fill) 


FT. WORTH, TEX. 





Majestic (3) 





Yacopi Tr 


Kerr & Ensign 
Al K Hall Co 
(Two to fill) 


HOUSTON, TEX. 
Majestic (4) 
Margar’t Morrell Co 
Permaine & Shelley 
Kitty Doner Co 

Val Harris 
Tom Davies $ 


NEW ORLEANS 
Orpheum (4) 
Honey Family 
C Blossom & June 
Angus & Searle 
Frank Devoe 
Irene Vermillion 


OKLAHOMA CITY 
eum (3) 
Carr Lynn 
Wheeler & Morton 
Texas Comedy 4 
Stop Look & Listen 


Saxon Reed & K 
Parker Babb Co 
Pressler & Klaiss 
(One to fill) 





Great 





States 








JOLIET, ILL. 
Rialto 
ist half (6-8) 
Palm Beach Girls 
(One to fill) 
2a half (9-11) 
Frances White Co 
(One to fill) 
PEORIA, ILL. 
Pal 


ace 
Ist half (5-7) 
Marcus Follies 
2a half (8-11) 


Suite 16 
Gene Greene 
J Thomas Saxotet 
WAUKEGAN, ILL. 
Genesee 

ist half (5-8) 
Balabanow 5 
Cardiff & Wales 
(One to fill) 

2@ half (9-11) 
Will’rd Singley & F 
Jack McRride Co 





Grauman Hess & V 





Stanley-Fabian 





HOBOKEN N. Jd. 
Fabian 

ist half (4-7) 
Evans & Adams 
Jed Dooley 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (8-10) 
Moss & Frye 
(Others to fill) 
PATERSON, N. J. 


Regent 
Ist half (4-7) 


Moss & Frye 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (8-10) 
Evans & Adams 
Jed Dooley 
(Three to fill) 


PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (3) 
Grace Barrie 
Ritz Bros 





(Three to fill) 





Virginia Sales, 


aXe 


aXe 


Frank Beal, 


A. B&B. ¥F.” Par. 
Beryl 
Hickey,” Tiff. 


years. 
Frank McHugh 
Lights,” FN. 





_Phillir Strange, 


Mercer added to 


NOTES 


“Bright Lights,” 


“Bright Lights,” 


“Moran and Mack in 


“Cyclone 


Robert Lord, director and author, 
with FN for 26 w 
for four and one-half additional 


eeks, plus options 


legit, in “Bright 


VARIETY 





é 








ee 


SS ee 








cr 


Bands and 


Orchestras 





Permanent addresses of bands 
without charge. 





Routes for Next Week (January 6) 


No charge is made for listing in this department. 


For reference guidance, initials represent: 
P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance hall, B—baliroom, R—restaurant. 


or orchestras will de published 


H—hotel, T—theatre, 








Armbruster, J. L., B. A. C., Buffalo. 
Arcadians, ‘Greystone B., Dayton, QO. 
Arcadia Syncopators (C. Edgerton), 2004 
Addison St., Phila. 


Arnheim, Gus, Savoy H., Tondon 
Ash, Paul, c-o Publix, Paramount Bldg., 
Nu. Y. 


Astoria, Jo, P. O. Box 898, Coral Gables, 
Fila. 


Atkins, A. P., 8614 6th Ave., Des Moines 


Austin, S.. Davis Ie. Country C., Tampa 
B 
Baer, Moe, Sherry’s, Baltimore. 


Bailey, R., 520 So. B'way, Los Angeles. 
Baird, Maynard, Crystal T., Knoxville, 
Baldwin, P., Frontenac, Quebec, Can. 


Bard, Jos., ‘Golden Peasant R., Balto. 
Barnard, B.. 830 W. Morrell St. .. Jackson, 
Mich 


Barringer, Don, Calico Cat B., Miami. 
Barrett, H., Wisconsin H., Milwaukee. 
Bartlett, O., Book- Cadillac, Detroit. 


Barzley, Beonar, Montauk Point. Mon- 
tauk. L. L 
Barzos, Ed, Uptown Village, Chicago. 


Basile, Joe, 65 No. 14th St., Newark, N. 4. 
Bastian, Walt., State T., Detroit. 


Bauer, F. J., 67 Ormond St.. Rochester, 
ih, <3 

Baum, Babe, 226 Rose St., Reading, Pa. 
Bay State Aces (Al Relyea). 3 Mohawk 


St., Cohoes, N. ¥. 
Beale, Bob, Athens Club, Oakland, Cal. 
Beckley, T., 102 E. 8th St., Wilmington 
Del. 
Beniave, Sam, Capitol T., Detroit. 
Berge, W. E., 67 Grand Ave. .. Englewood. 
J. 


Berget, Paul, Rice H., Houston, Tex. 
Berger, W. J., 5449 Penn Ave., Pittsburgh. 
Berger, Herb, Clase H., St. L. 
Bergman, Al., 41 Harvard Pl. Buffalo. 
Bergman, D., Webster Hall, Pittsburgh. 
Bernie, Ben, Kit Kat Club, London. 
Bestor, Don, Wm. Penn H., Pittsburgh. 
Bingham, T. W., 18 8S. Ryan St., Buffalo. 
Bissette-Maclean, Marigold R., Rochester. 
Black Derby, Armory, Prov., R. I. 
Blumenthal’s Orch., Sovereign Hotel, Chi- 
ca 
Bobbitt, Ff. O., Varsity Inn, Van Wert, O. 
Boshea, Fran, Earlton Country C., Earl- 
ton, N. Y. 
Boutelle Brothers, Winchendon, Mass. 
Boyle, Billy, Copley-Plaza H., Boston. 
Bradfield, E. Max, Sth Ave. T., Seattle. 
Bradfield, Max, Fox T., Detroit 
Brambilla, M., St. Francis Ti Ban Fran- 
cisco. 
_Brandy’s Singing, Eagles B., Milwaukee. 
“Braunsdorf Orch., 911 224 St., Gaiveston. 
Breeskin, Daniel, Earle T., Washington. 
Brigods Ace, Danceland B. R., Cleve. 
B’way Collegians, Walled Lake B., De- 
troit. 
Brooks, Bobbie, Lido C., N. ¥. 
Broudy, Dave, Grant T., Pittsburgh. 
a Jay, El Capitan T., San Fran- 
Brownagle, T., 922 9th St., Harrisburg, 


a. 

Bryant, W. H., 1526 8. 6th St., Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

Buck, Verne, Tivoli T., Chicago. 
Buckeye Wonders; ts 60. Main &t., 
Akron, O. 

Buloswkies Calife. Eagle B., Milwaukee. 
Bunchuk, Yasha, Capitol T., N. ¥. C. 
Burk. Milo, Brockton, huaas 

Burke, Chick, Amesbury, Mase. 
Burtnett, Earl, Biltmore H., L. 
res, Buddy, Richmond H., Richmond, 


ante, Henry, Addison H., Detroit. 
Butler, Mel., Davenport, Spokane, 
Byers, Hale, Variety. N. ¥. C. 


Cc 


Cairns, Danny, Orpheum T., L. A. 

Cal’s Californians, C. Daffydil, N. Y. C. 
Caperoon, Fred, 401 B’way, Camden, N. J. 
Carberry, Duke, Walpole, Mass. 
Carpenter, E. J., 745 7th Ave., N. ¥. C. 
Carr Bros., Agua Caliente, ee 
Carr, Jimmy, c-o Variety, N. Y. C. 
Carter, F., Majestic, Long Beach, Cal. 
Casale, M., 140 Pine St.. WilHamsport, 


Pa. 
Castle, Art, Metropole C., Chicago. 
Cato’s Vagabonds, Swiss Gardens, Cincin- 


nati. 

Causer, Bob, Ithaca H., Ithaca, N. Y. 
Cavallaro, John, 20 Irving St.. New 
Haven. 


Cavato, Etz, Flotilla Club, Pittsburgh. 
ny Ctleatain, Jack, 1980 Boston Rd., Bronz, 
Cervone, Izzy, 602 Blackstone Bildg.. 
Pittsburgh 

Chapman, Jack, Drake H., Chicago. 
Christian, Tommy, c-o Creatore & Martin, 


Bond Bidg., N. Y. 

Christie, H. J., 1831 N. Ormsby. Ave., 
Louisville. 

Church, Ross, Buckeye Lake P., Buck- 
eye Lake, oO. 

Cirina, Gene. Chin’s R., N. Y. C. 

Col. F., 252 W. Douglas St., Reading, Pa. 
Cohen, Richard, Vanderbilt me eS 
Cole, H., Swanee Club, N. Y. C. 
Coleman, Emil, Montmartre C., N. Y. C. 
Collegian Serenaders, Far East R., Cleve. 


land. 

Condelori, A., Adelphi H., Philadelphia. 
Confrey. Zes, c-o M. A., Paramount 
Bidg.. N. Y. C. 

Conklin, Richard, Lotos Club, Wash. 
Connelly, H. R., 489 Central Ave., 
Bridgeport, Conn. 

Conrad H., 1088 Park Ave., N. ¥. C. 
Cooley, Frits, Maple View. Pittsfield, 
Mass. 

Coon, Del, Mira Lago B., Chicago. 


Coon-Sanders, Blackhawk C., Chicago, 
Copp. Pythian Temple, Brockton. Mass. 
Cornwell, F., Hofbrau House, N. Y¥. C. 
Cowan. Lynn, Blvd. T., L. A. 

Coyle, L. H., 219 8 10th St., Easton, Pa 
Craig, Francis, Hermitage H., Nashville. 
Crescent Orch., Armory, Middietown. 
Y 


Crawford, “Buss”, 2116 Pennsylvanie 
Ave.. N. W., Washington. 
a, Jack, c-o M. C. A., Paramount 





Bidg., N. Cc. 
a Ry Thomas L., Wichita, Kan. 


As far as possible, street addresses in large cities are also 
included. 
— | 
A Cullen, 8. E.. 814 E. Sth St.. South Bos- 
ton. 
a «ae? Cummins, Bernie, New Yorker H., N Y. © 
Aaronson, Irving, c-o Variety, N. ¥. ©. Currie, Harry, seelbach H., Louisville. 
Agortini, Geo., Palace T., Montreal. 
Albert, Harry, Lido-Venice, Venice, Italy D 
Albert Don, Loew's Jersey City, J. C. Dartri'e Orch., 62 14th 6t., Norwich, 
Alberti, Jules, Colossimo C., Chicago. mn. 
Albin, Jack, Statler H., Buffalo. Dantzig, E. J., 843 Putnam ave., B’kiyn 
Aldrich, Bob, Onon Hotel, Syracuse, N. ¥ Daugherty, Emory, Jardin Lido. ariing- 
Alsdorf, U. J., 98 Liberty St., Newburgh. | gen H., Washington, D. C. 
Almare, Joe, New Bamboo Inn, Chicago Davidson, J. W.. Norshore T., Chicago. 
Amidon, A.. 912 E. 8th St.. Flint, Mich.| Davis, C., Indiana T., Indianapolis. 
Anderson, Warren, 613 N. 47 St., Seattle. Davis, Doc, Drake H., Chicago. 
Appel, Oscar, The Cathay, Baltimore. Davis, Eddie, 35 E. 63d St.. N. 


Y. City. 
Davison, Walt. Mainstreet T.. K. C 
Deaton, Chuck, Palace B. R., 
Park. 

Delbridge, Del., Capitol T., Detroit. 
Del Pozo. Senor. 1587 B’ way. N: Y¥. C. 
DeLuca, J., 331 St. Marks Ave., Brook- 
lyn. N. ¥ 

Deterich- Roy; Avaion T., Chicago. 
Domino Orch., 22 4th 8St., Trey, N. Y. 
Donnelly, W. H.. 289 Glenwood Ave.. E 
Orange, N. J. 

Dodds, Jehn, Kelly’s Stables C., Chi. 


Ocean 


Dolin, Max, Loew's Warfield T., S. F. 
Dornberger, Chas., c-o M. C. A., 32 W. 
Randolph S8t., Chicago. 


Dougherty, Doc, Adelphia H., Ft 


Dumont, A., Paramount, N. 

Dunn, Jack. Cinderella Roof B. R., L. A. 

Durante, Jim, Lee Ambassadeurs C., 

M.-F... © 

Dytch, H., 406 8. Firet St., Daytona, Fla 
E 

Eddy, Wes., Loew's Kings T., Brook- 

lyn, N. 

Edmund, Gen, Alexandria H., L. A. 


Edwards, Gus C., Terrace Gardena, Chi. 
Eagan, Jack, Paramount roa ey = 
Egyptian Ser., c. 0. A. S. rod Chi, 
Eisenbourg, Dok. Shepard - Colonia) R.., 
Boston. 
Elinor, Carle, Carthay Circle, L. A. 
Ellard, Jim, Riviera T., Omaha. 
Ellis, F., St. Francis H., S. F. 
Ellington, Duke, Cotton Club, N. Y. C. 
Elmwood Band, 872 Van Nostrand Ave.. 
Jersey City. 
Engelhart, Jos., McVicker’s T., Chicago. 
Eppel, 5736 N, 7th St., Piriladelphia. 
Erdody. Leo, 165 W. 48th St., N. ¥. C. 
Erickson, Lou, Egyptian T., Hollywood. 
Essig, Abe. 1000 St. Nicholas Ave., 
ie Ae 
Eubank, Philip Lee. 


F 


Fabello, Phil, Coliseum T., N. Y¥. C. 
Fabrigat, Geo., Hall's Chinese &, Sa A, 
Fagan, Ray, Sagamore ) Rochester. 
Fallon, Owen, Wilson’s D. "H., A. 
Farrell, F., Inn, 4 Sheridan ay 'N. Y. C. 
Fay, Bernard, Fay's, Providence. 
Feeney, J; M., 226 EB. 11th 8t., Oakland, 


Cal. 

Feldman, Joe, 1068 FE. 98th St., Cleveland. 
Fenn, F. G., 100 Lefferts Ave.. B’klyn. 
Fenton, Cari. 1674 Broadway, N. Y¥. C. 
Feyl, J. W., 878 River St., Troy, N. Y. 
Fiorito, Ted, Edgewater Beach H., Chi, 
Fischer,, Carl, Majestic D. H., Detroit. 
Fischer,. C. ‘., 914 So. Wesinedge Bt., 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Fisher. Mark, Variety, Chicago. 

Fisher, Max, Max Fisher C., L. A. 
Foss, A. M., 174 Beacon &t., Portland, 


Foote, R., go 2 Chicago. 

Forbes, Lou, rT., Denver. 

Forman, Lou, gwen 8 T., N. Cc. 

Fosdick, Gene, Bal Tubarin, 

Four Horsemen, Masonic Temple’ Bidg., 
Chicago. 

Fox, Roy, Music Box, Hollywood, Cal. 
ann Pr Milt, Grand Lake T., Oakland, 


bay 2 Joe, Uptown C., B3 W. 128th 
%& hz S 
Newark. 


Harlingen, Tex. 


Freed. Carl. 29 5. Orange Ave., 
Freeman, Geo., La Monica B. ‘R., Santa 
Monica, Cal. 
Fridkin, Bob, Laurel A., Aanonson N. J. 
Friary. George. Rockland. Mass. 
Friedman, eres c-o “Tapa,” 745 7th 
Ave., N. Y. 
Friedman, *. F.. 8t. Louls T., St. Louis. 
Friese, J. F., Strand : oe Stamford, Conn. 
Fry, C. M., 5233 Roosevelt Bivd.. Phila- 
delphia. 
Fulcher, Chas., c-o M. C. A.. Paramount 
Bidg., N. Y. C. 
Fuller. Earl, W.F.B.E., Cinn. 
Funk, Larry, 15 Barrow St., 
G 


Galvin, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, Mass. 


N. Y¥. C, 


Galiiecchio, Jo, 5200 Sheridan Rd. Chi. 
Garber, Jan, Hollywood R., N. ¥. C. 
Gardne:, C. C., 1527 N. 24th &t.. Lin- 
coln, Neb. 


Garrigan, Jimmy, Villa Lago, Chicago. 
Gasparre, Dick, Hotel Plaza. N. ¥. C. 
Gaul, Geo., Washington. D. C. 

Gegna, Misha, Forum Theatre, L. A. 
— Al. 117 Ss. N. J. Ave... Atlantic 

y. 

Geiun, Tom, Gunter H., San Antonio, 
Gill, Jos,, Congress H., St. L. 

Gill, E.. Bamboo Gardens, Cleveland. 
Gillette, Bob, Valencia Th., Jamaica. 
Goff, Mark, Briggs f., Detroit 

Gol , Geo., Celestial R.. Bay Shore 
Park. Baltimore, M4. 
Goldkette, Jean, Book Tower, 
Gonzales. 8. N.. 
Ana, Cal, 

German, Ross, 800 &th Ave., 


Detroit. 
310 EB. 4th 6t., Santa 


N. Y. C, 


Gorrell. Ray. care Goldkette, Detroit. 
Gould, Frank, Bon Ton B. R., Ocean 
Park. 

Green. J., 340 West 634 St., L. A, 


Green, , eh Ritz Towers, N. ¥. C. 
Green, Jimmy, Triangle C., Forest Park, 


Greystone Orch.. Greystone H., Dayton. 


Grosso, 31 St. James St., Elmhurst, L. 1. 

Guanette, Lou, 16 St. Angele St., Quebec. 

Gurnick. Ed.. 38 Reynolds Ave., Provi- 
dence. 

Gunsendorfer, W.. Whitcomb H., 8. F. 
Gutterson, M., Velencia T.. Baltimore. 
H 

Hall, Sleepy, Brown H., Louisville. 
Hallett, Mal., Ambassador H., L. A. 
Halstead, Henry, Adolphus H., Dallas, 
Tex. 


Hammond, Jean, Sky Room Milwaukee 
Hamm, Fred, Floridian H., Miami. 
Hamp, Johnny, Gibson Hote), Cin. 
Hancock. Hogan, c-o M. C. A., 
mount Bidg.. N. Y. C. 

Hanitler, Al, Lincoln Tavern, Chicago. 
Hand. Armin. Piccadiliv T.. Chicago 
Harkness, Ed., 3065 Clay St.. 8S. F. 
Harbor, Lon, c. 0. A. 8S. C., Chi. 
Haring, Bob, c-o Brunswick, B. & C., 
799 7th Ave, N. Y. C 

Harmon, M.. Club Miraégor, Wash'ngton. 


Para- 





Harrison, J., Rendezvous, Toronto. 


Hayes, Ed., Alhambra T., N. Y. C. 
Hays. Bill, Cathay Tea Garden, Phila. 
Hegedus, Margit, Montmartre C., Hollye 


wood. 
Heiberger. Emil, Bond H., Hartford. 


Heidt, Horace, c-o Fox, 130 W. 46th 
St., cS) ae 
Henderson, F.. 228 W. 139th St.. N. Y. Cy 


Henkel, Ted., Capitol T., Aydney, 
Henshell, J., State-Lake B.. Chicago 
Herberveaux. J.. NBC, 180 N. Michigas 
Ave.. Chicago. 

Hillbloom, M.. Stratford T., Chicago. 


As. 


-Hines, Barl, Grand Terrace, Chicago. 
Hirabak, A.. 1123 Goettman St.. Pitt@ 
burgh. 


Hoagland, Everett, Le Perrott C., L. A. 

Hobbs, Frank, St. Catherine H., Catalina 
Is. 

Hoffman, Earl, 

Hoffman, L. G., 


Frolics C., 
78 Ernst St., 


Chicago. 
Buffalo. 


Hollowell, B.. Strand D. H., Wilmington, 
De} 
Holmes, Wright, Martinique H.. N. Y. G 
Houston, Chas., Monmouth Beach C.g 
N. J. 
Huntley, Lloyd, College Inn, Chicago 
Hyde, Alex., c-o Wm. Morris, 1560 B’ way, 
xn..% & 
| 

-irving. B., Lyceum T., New Britain, 
~onn. 


Irwin, Vic., Mayfair R., N. Y. 
Imperial Marimba, American louse, Bose 
ton 
Ingraham, Roy, Paramount H., N. ¥. Cy 
Innis, Ed, Vanity Fair B., Huntington, 
Ww. Va. 
Ipana Troubadours, WEAF, N. Y. C. 
Iseminger, Bill, Hagerstown, Md, 
Isham Jones, c: o. A. 8. C., Chi. 


Iula, Felice, Rivoli T., Baltimore. 
Iula, Ruffino, City Park Bd., Baltimore. 
J 

Jackson, Harry, Pign Whistle C., Hollye 
wood. ; 

Jackson's Jazs, 18 Chestnut St., Gloverse 
ville, N. Y. 

Janis, Fred, Turkish Village C., Chicago, 

Janover, A. L., 1255 Grant Ave., N. ¥. C, 
Jedel, H., 475 Hawthorne Ave., Newark, 
N. J. 

Jehle, John, 75 Driggs Ave.. sy Ayy sne 


Jockers, Monro, Leighton's C. . 
Johnson, Arnold, 1560 Broadway, x Y. & 
Johnson, C., Small's Paradise, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, conan, c-o M. C. A., Parae 


mount Bld SG 
Johnson, Ae 155 W. 46th St., N. ¥. C, 
Johnston, O, W., 48 Grove Ave., Ottawa. 
Jordan, Art, 6241 Norwood St., Phila. 
Jorgensen, Ruth, 1235 Sheldon St., Jacke 
son, Mich. 
Joy, Jim, c-o M. C. A., Paramount Bidg.g 
ie 
Joyce, Teddy, Loew's. Jersey City, N. J. 


K 


Kahn, Herman, Capitol T., 
Kalls, H., Lido Venice C., 


Newark, N. 3 
Boston 


Kamas, Al, Swanee B. R., Washington. 
Kaplan, F. J., Bamboo Inn, 8222 W, 
Madison 8t., Chicago. 

Kassel, Art, c-o M. C. A., Paramount 


Bldg., N. Y. C. 

Katz, Kittens, Music Box, Cleveland. 
Katzman, Louis, ¢c-o Brunswick, 799 7th 
Ave., N. Y. C, 

p Kaufman, W., 28 N. 10th 8t., Lebanon, 
a. 

Kavanaugh, Ray, Carroll T., N. Y. 

Kay, Geo, Paramount T., N. 

Kayser, Joe, Merry Gardens, Chicago. 

© taggers Ross E., 22 Gold 8t., Freeport, 


Kemp, Hal, Manger H., N. 
m aa Larry, 801 Keenan Siae.. Pittae 
urg 
Kentner, H., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
Kenin, H., Multonomah H., Portland, Ore, 
Kerr, Chas., Golden Dragon, Phila. 
Kerr, Jimmy, Montmartre C., sete wees. 
— > aad Serenaders, Ga. Riviera T., Dee 
troit. 
King, Hermie. Oakland T., Oakland, Cal, 
King, Ted, 745 7th Ave., c/o Taps. 
King, Wayne, Aragon.B.., Chicago, 
7% geared. 68 Mueller Bt., Binghame 
ton, 
wa Fred, Kingsway H., Hot Springs 
r 
Kline, M., 6456 Spruce St., Philadelphia, 
Kneisel, E., Biltmore H., Atlanta. 
Knuteon, Erling, President H., K. C. 
Kosloff, Lou, Oriental T., Chicago. 
Kraus, Arthur, 1482 Broadway. f Y. G 
Krausgrill, Walt, 347 Claremont Bldg., 


» we 
Krueger, Art, Wisconsin H., Milwaukee, 
Krumbols, G. P., O. Box 404, New 
ford, Mass. L 


F., 518 Merrimac 8t., Lowell, 


Laitsky, Ben, Majestic “T, Bidg., L. A. 
pone na Deli, Capitol T., Chicago, 
Landau, Mike, Oakland’s Terrace, 80th 
St. and Broadway, N. Y. 


Landry, Art, Hippodrome et, hi FJ. 
Lang, i oe Baker H., Has. 

Lange, J. V., 27 Abbott Bt., Lowell, Mass. 
Lanin, H., 2000 W. Girard "Ave. Phiia, 
Lanin, Sam, -WEAF. N. Y. C. 

Laughtner, Harris, St. Francis H., L. Ae 
Lefkowits, Harry, Casley H., Scranton, 


Pa. 
Pi ae Al, 1599 President 8t., Brooklyn, 


Leonard, Harold, 64 W. Randolph 8t.g 
Chicago. 

Levant, Phil, c-o M. C. A., Chicago. 
Levin, Al, 478 Whalley Ave., New Haven, 
a Jack, Cinderella B., Long 

a 

Levituw, Bernara, Commodore H., N.Y.C, 
Levy, R. H., 131 Elmer Ave., Schenece 
tady, N. Y. 

Lido Orch., Suite 56, Loew Bidg.. Washe 
ington, R 

Light, Enoch, Gaumont Palace, Paris. 
Lipsey, M., 1731 Humboldt Blv4., Chie 
cago. 
Lombardo, Guy., Roosevelt H., N. ¥. @ 
Long, Dick, Curtis H., Minneapolis, 
Lopez. Vincent, St. Regis H., N. ¥. 
Lowe, Burt, Statier H., Boston. 

Lowry, Ed., Ambassador T., St. L. 
Lyman, Abe, Chinese T., Hollywood. 
Lynn, Al, Canton Palace, N. ¥. ¢& 
Lynn, Sammy, 2003 Wichita St.. Dallas. 
Lyons, Al, Fox T., Ban Diego. 


agp 


Macdonald, Rex, Coliseum, 68t. Peter@e 
burg. 

Mace, Art, Rendezvous B. R., Crysta™ 
Pier, Cal. 


Madson, Maddie, RKO T., L. A. 
Maitland, = Garden B., 8136 Sheffiel@ 
Ave., Chicag 


Cal. 
me R. B., 808 Elinor 8t., Knoxviiley 
nn 


Mann Bros., Venice B. R., Venice, Cal. 
Mann, Gell, 76 E. 86th St.. N.Y. C 
Marburger, H., 346 Knight St., 

Pa 
Marsh, Chas., Ft. Pitt H.. Pittsburgh. 
Maslin, Sam, Seneca H., Rochester. 
Mason, Bobbie (Mies), New China Ry 

Youngstown, Ohfo. 

Masters, Frank, Uptown T., Chicage. 
May, Cliff, El Cortez H., San Diego 
Mayo, Fidéie, 89 Crooke Ave., Brooklymy 


> 2 

McEnelly, EB. J., 8¢ Bylvan St., 
field, Mass. 

McGay, J., Detroit Country Club, Detroft, 

MelIntyre, James, Chateau Laurier, Ote 
tawa 

McKinney's, Edgewater B., Detroit. 


Readings 
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Nite Club Trade Complete Bust: 


Spenders With Homes Stay in ‘Em 








Broadway’s cocky-night clubs laid 
in the rosin for the count of 14 last 
week, merely rising to their knees 
for a showing New Year’s Eve. 
Three of the strongest contenders 
in the nocturnal golden gloves tour- 
nament were still in a daze when 
the gong rang. Only the New 
Year’s bell saved them. When com- 
ing out of their corners for the 1930 
round, they were set-ups. 

Plenty of booing and hissing from 
the night club fans. With three 
clubs admittedly out of the running, 
the deepest gloom in night-life fight- 
ing history has beset the remaining 
stable. New Year’s Eve invariably 
had shown the clubs at the top of 
their form and going strong. But 
this season the Christmas week 
showing was so notably discourag- 
ing odds were 20-8-4 against the 


places emerging “even” or near 
“even” from the New Year round. 


They were right. 

Pummelled, winded and groggy, 
the class of the field can hope for 
no more than sympathy from the 
ringsiders—for it’s a dead certainty 
they'll creep out of the ring with 
the short end of the purse, which 
will be but a fraction of the en- 
trance and expense fees. 

Even Rudy Vallee, whose 60th 
street rendezvous is in the class di- 
vision, knows what it means to sax- 
toot in an empty hall. Yuletide saw 
a 75% crash in biz there. As few 
as 60 to 85 couverts were counted 
on successive post-Christmas week 
nights. The curly-haired boy was 
profoundly lonesome. 

Few of 400 


The Grade A nooks such as Lido, 
Montmartre, Casino, Embassy, Villa 
Venice and Trocadero felt the shiv 
of despair jabbed in their ribs. The 
“400” could have been counted on 
the -fingers. 

The Chateau Madrid with a size- 
able “nut” coasted off-course, en- 
countering impossible winds, which 
denied tacking of any sort. Nor was 
it aided in keeping afloat by its big 
brother, the Richman club, which 


CHICAGO TAXI-DANCERS 
WOULD ALSO FORM UNION 


Chicago, Dec. 31. 


Taxi-dancers, following the mode 
in Seattle, are taking steps to 
unionize with intentions of getting 
under the wing of the A. F. L. Move 
is being made following many ef- 
forts of the police to close down 
local dance halls. 

Recently in Seattle the Women’s 
Dancing Entertainers’ Union, some 
300 femmes, started a fight to have 
the dance halls reopened after they 
had been closed through the arbi- 
trary ruling of the mayor. 








Marion Lee Guilty 


Marion Lee, 22, alleged actress, of 
47 West 53d street, was given a 
suspended sentence in Special Ses- 
sions on her plea ofe«guilty to shop- 
lifting. 

Miss Lee was arrested Dec. 4 by 
a store detective in Macy’s, who no- 
ticed her gathering articles valued 
at $19. 





son, The New Year’s celebrants oc- 
cupying the rear of the Richman 
sat on virgin chairs—without a fleck 
on their varnished surfaces. 

Other clubs did piece-meal biz 
during the lonely hearts week, but 
took punishment bravely, confident 
the ’30 season would be less sorrow- 
ful. 

Never Worse 


The night clubs follow close with 
the luck of the legitimate theatre, 
which in 15 years has never been 
worse, smash hits playing to many 
an empty row. 

Big spenders have shunned the 
nite spots since the stock market 
crash. Those with a home left were 
glad to remain in it. 

More people stayed home this 





has suffered its most apathetic sea- 


Yuletide than ever. 





Reception Work 


Chicago, Dec. 31. 

A guy advertising here for girls 
for “reception work” is getting a 
big play. Femmes are hired at a 
flat salary and a percentage to en- 
tertain out-of-town buyers, 

All the biz the girl gets the man 
to sign for, gives her a percentage 
as well as free feeds and anything 
else she wants to take. 


MRS. YOUMANS EVICTED; 
$150 ALIMONY ALLOWED 


While Anne Youmans was trying 
to convince her composer-husband 
that he should pay her substantial 
separation alimony for the support 
of their twins and herself, she was 
being dispossessed from her home 








for non-payment of rent. This was 
revealed when a judgment for 
$123.15 in favor of the Portolena 


Realty Co., 400 East 48th street, was 
returned against her In the First 
District Municipal Court of Man- 
hattan. Sum represents court costs 
and one month’s rent on an apart- 
ment leased by Mrs. Youmans. 


3oth her separation suit and the 
present suit against her occurred 
almost simultaneously. "While she 
lost the rent case, Mrs. Youmans 
emerged temporary victor in her 
allegation against her husband, Vin- 
cent Youmans, 

Separation trial was heard before 
Justice Callahan in the Supreme 
Court, which awarded Mrs. You- 
mans temporary weekly alimony of 
$150 and counsel fees of $1,500, the 
latter to be paid in three equal in- 
stallments, Mrs. Youmans had 
asked for $500 a week and suitable 
counsel fees. She charged abandon- 
ment and non-support, and cited an 
Illinois court decision where her 
composer-husband had been ordered 
to pay $150 week for her support 
and the children. 

Youmans pleaded inability to pay 
and that a separation agreement en- 
tered into between himself and Mrs. 
Youmans in June, 1927, prevented 
the present suit by his wife. 


SQUARE 





Keeney Walked on Own Racetrack 
When Gambling Was 





FAILURE IN PHILLY 
SEEMS TO BE A CRIME 


Too many turkeys and capons 
caused the arrest of August Jans- 
sen, Jr., 25, son of “Janssen Wants 
to See You” Young 
Janssen was arrested by Detectives 
Fitzpatrick, Love and Huber of the 
West 47th Street station on the 
charge of being a fugitive from 
Philadelphia, 

Janssen, perturbed, with his cane, 
spats and natty attire, declared the 
arrest to be an outrage, Fitzpatrick 
“booked” him in West 47th Street 
station and then toted him to West 
Side Court before Magistrate Stern. 
Janssen had to be fingerprinted so 
that bail might be fixed. 

He was arrested on word from 
Philadelphia that young Janssen 
owed H. Savage & Co. poultry 
dealers, $800 for turkeys and ca- 





restaurant, 


pons, asserted the cops. The debt 
occurred two years ago when 
August, Jr., contracted with the 


Savage firm and is quoted as saying 
that “N. Y. Janssen” would make 
good any of his debts. 

Young Janssen opened an estab- 
lishment like his dad’s in Philadel- 
phia, but the place collapsed after 
four months, it is averred, Friends 
assert that Young Janssen dropped 
$200,000 in the failure. 

Extradition papers are being pre- 
pared, declared the cops, 





Press agenting the free cover 
cabarets in the Times Square is 
tougher than that. One p.a. had a 
pay check from his boss bounce 
back thrice before collection by a 
scene. Another was jobbed 60% of 
all press-guest checks. Latter place 
is biggest money maker in district 
and the p.a, is credited with having 
shoved the joint to the fore by his 
influence with paper boys who gave 
it plenty plug. Guy recently let out. 





Stopped Cold 


Jacksonville, Dec, 31. 

More than the mere mention in 
the dailies that horseracing hag 
been suspended at Keeney Park 
was behind it. Frank A, Keeney, 
when informed no gambling would 
be permitted by wagering on the 
horses or in the Casino within the 
grounds, walked out on the entire 
plant, 

Keeney was missing for four 
days. Finally located in Daytona, 
he refused an offer of $600,000 for 
the track. 

With the Keeney track about half 
way between here and St, Auguse« 
tine, about 20 miles from either 
town, the many horsemen were left 
without a kitchen upon Keeney’s 
departure. If wanting a meal they 
had to travel the 20 miles. 

Several race horses are still in 
the stables. Many others have been 
sold for anything they could bring, 
Some were offered to Flo McFadden 
and her girls who worked a week 
on the Casino’s floor before the 
bust. The girls were told they 
could have the nags in lieu of the 
week’s salary claimed, they having 
been paid for the first week. 

Three of the girls returned with 
Miss McFadden to New York, two 
have gone to Miami and the others 
are still here, seemingly satisfied, 

There are quite a number of gam- 
bling houses ope ating in this sec- 
tion without interference. It is said 
their influences caused the gam- 
bling ban on the Keeney track, 
Local gamblers argued they are 
here all of the time and probably 
a steady income to someone or 
more through that. Why, they said, 
should the Keeney track come in 
for a short while to split the gam- 
bling money with them? Their 
argument seems to have prevailed 
with the easy dough end. 

Keeney is said to have developed 
a cramp in his hands and pockets 
giving out checks and coin before 
the blow-off arrived. After that 
money had been paid, the order 
came in to stop all gambling, when 
Keeney, disgusted, just blew out. 
out. 




















will be served to you today at 


(Adjoining the Palace Theatre Stage Entrance) 











COME IN AND SEE THE BEAUTIFUL HALL OF STARS 
WHICH EVERYBODY WILL SOON BE TALKING ABOUT 
The Ultimate in Atmosphere and Service 











CULINARY CAPITOL OF THE EPICURE 








SPACIOUS—COMMODIOUS—MODERN-—BEAUTIFUL 


MRS. GERSON’S NEW GRILL 


THE NEW PERMANENT HOME OF BROADWAY’S FAMOUS 
FOOD LANDMARK, FORMORE THAN A DECADE THE 


YOUR LUNCHEON 


MRS. GERSON’S NEW GRILL | 


150 West 47th Street 
NEW YORK CITY 


And—as Always—only ALFRED W. McCANN Endorsed Foods Will Be Served at 
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$50,000 Deb Party No Panic for 
The Old Man of Park Ave. Family 








When it comes to creating spec- 
tacles Broadway’s a piker alongside 
Park Avenue. On Broadway the 
stage director achieves his famé— 
but he cashes in on it on Park Av- 
enue. 

What an azure deb’s old man 
spends for her coming out party 
would float from one to three shows 
on the Main Stem—and his dough 
goes for one performance only that 
lasts no more than six hours and 


before an audience that’s top at 
1,500. 
A debutante’s personal appear- 


ance on her wedding at the Ritz 
or the Colony Club may stand 
her anywhere from $10,000 to $50,- 
000. And Broadway’s stage dec- 
erations impelled into the blue 
plood canyon through theatrical ex- 
ploitation bring to Park Avenue 
upon their arrival added experi- 
ence, ability and imagination that 
would quake a ticket broker and 
make a Broadway theatre pale at 
terrific displays churned ou! on the 
royal thoroughfare where birthright 
takes precedence over ability—exact 
antithesis of Broadway. 

This fact, while making the dis- 
tinction between the two streets all 
the more marked, really pitches the 
two into the same pot, as the one 


attempts to outdo the other in 
spectacle displays. 
‘n this case it’s the designers. 


Among those who rate the biz from 
Park Avenue are Lee Simonson, Ben 
Ali Haggin, Joe Menzies, Robert 
Edmund Jones and Joseph Urban, 
and their fees are plenty—$5,000 be- 
ing comparatively light for the one 
night stand they do. 

(tS not the newer social reg- 
isterites who perform thus. Families 
that spend the most are the old 
Titans—9 out of 10 of whom have a 
Vanderbilt prefix, suffix or hyphen, 
it seems. 

And the $50,000 goes only for the 
actual affair itself. This doesn’t 
touch the cost of gowning and other 
personal incidentals. 

Presenting a debutante daughter 
is like holding a MHarvard-Yale 
game, Guests come from all over 
the country; from every sort of 
Junior League in various cities. 
They come in special trains, by 
automobile and yachts. 

At a most recent affair held at 
the Ritz when Mr. and Mrs. An- 
thony J. Drexel, Jr., formerly of 
Biarritz, France, and now again of 
New York, presented their daugh- 
ter, Edith Kingdon, to 1,500 or so 
guests traveled to the party in 
groups, from distant cities, several 
hiring special trains. The party 
cost $50,000. 

Double Dinner 

Each affair carries two dinners 
with it. One is given before the 
dancing and one following. At the 
early dinner only the closest friends 
and relatives are invited. They 
may number about 200. The other 
1,000-odd take in the later meal to- 
gether with the earlier guests. 

At weddings there is the change 
that eliminates the early dinner— 
but even they are set in the same 
lavish fashion. And where once a 
bride was satisfied with only six 
bridesmaids, today she must havé 
what is practically a whole chorus 
of them—never less than eight and 
often 12. 

What it costs the guests in gifts 


- and new evening apparel is another 


large item depending upon the im- 
portance of family. 
Next to designers, the largest cost 


_ from the point of view of the old 


man is the entertainment. They 
take only the costliest bands and 
the higher priced entertainers. 
When a Park avenue girl weds she 
may not have a jazz band at the 
church but she does at her home 
following the ceremony or wherever 
the reception may be held. 


Flowers 


Then the floral cost. 
are spent securing the 
blooms and the most rare. 
Drexel deb’s party, for instance, the 
main ballroom of the Ritz was a 
veritable garden of flowers, thou- 
Sands of roses, chysanthemums, 
Sweet peas and poinsettias. 

Guests upon arriving passed 
through a miniature grove of cedar 
trees in which ferns were inter- 
Spersed with tall clusters of vellow 
chrysanthemums and poinsettias. 
Clusters of flowers in festoons dec- 
erated the balustrades and the cor- 
Tidors. Other rooms that lead to 
the ballroom were decorated with 


olden vases holding various flow- 
ers, 


freshest 


The fuests were received in a per- 


Thousands 


At the | 


Alabama smilax and poinsettias. 


~~ 


HOTSY TOTSY WITNESS 
IN JAIL 6 MOS.—OUT 





After friends had fought for 
months to obtain his release from 
the Queens (L. I.) County Jail, 


where he has been held as a mate- 
rial witness, Thomas Merola, violin- 
ist formerly employed at the Hotsy 


Totsy Club, 1721 Broadway, will 
finally obtain his release on an 
order signed by Judge Morris 


Koenig in General Sessions. 

Merola was one of those present 
on the night of July 12 when a gang 
of rum racketeers entered the Hotsy 
Totsy and began shooting up the 
place. After the. battle it was found 
that William Cassidy and Simon 
Walker had been fatally shot. 

The Grand Jury, after hearing 
Merola and others, filed murder in- 


dictments against Jack “Legs” Dia- 
mond and Charles Entratta, alias 
Charles Greene. The latter is held 


awaiting trial. Diamond has not 
been caught. At the request of the 
district attorney, Merola was held 
without bail as a material witness. 
The prosecutor stated he wished to 
protect the man’s life by keeping 
him in prison until after the trial. 

Since he was first jailed, Merola’s 
wife and friends have appealed to 
the Supreme Court to have him re- 
leased. They produced doctor’s affi- 
davits declaring that the man’s 
mind has beeome affected as a re- 
sult of his imprisonment. The Su- 
preme Court fixed $20,000 bail after 
the argument, but Merola was un- 
able to secure it. 

A week ago, Ruth Hale, wife of 
Heywood Broun, interested herself 
in the case and caused Newman 
Levy, lawyer, to take up the mat- 
ter. Levy made a motion before 
Judge Koenig Monday and the lat- 
ter directed that another physician 
examine Merola. After receiving 
the doctor’s report, Judge Koenig 
indicated he would sign an order 
directing the man’s release. The 
judge further ordered that the wit- 
ness be kept in a hotel designated 
by the district attorney and with a 
police guard pending the trial next 
month of Entratta. 


LILLIAN LORRAINE SUED 
BY ROTHSTEIN ESTATE 


Arnold Rothstein’s estate has filed 
a judgment for $1,417 against Lil- 
lian Lorraine on a note made by 
her in 1925. The papers were served 
on the actress in the Lexington 








Avenue hospital. 
Alvin C. Thomas, better known 
as Titanic Thompson, the poker 


player supposed to have sat in at 
Rothstein’s last game, failed to pay 
a note for $5,000 and loan of $7,006 
both made a year ago last October, 
and will*have to pay a judgment for 
that sum. The papers were served 
on him when he was in the Criminal 
Courts building on Nov. 22 last asa 
witness at the McManus trial. 





Dr. Wagner Returns 


Dr. Jerome Wagner and his bride, 
professionally Norma Terris, have 
returned from the coast. The doctor 
has resumed practice in New York. 

Neither of the Wagners is ex- 
pected to go westward again soon. 








|gola of flowers smothered in white 
| heather. Walls even sprouted flow- 
ers and a fountain spilled while 
| colored lights played on the deco- 
|} rations to give the ballroom a land- 
‘scape garden outlock. 
$35,000 Thaw Party 
Another big affair that was lim- 


ited to only 1,200 guests, was the 
|recent Thaw party when Mr. and 
| Mrs. William Thaw, 3d, presented 
itheir daughter Virginia. Its esti- 


mated cost was about $35,000. 

Guests came from Southampton, 
California, Palm Beach and Phila- 
delphia. The hotel ballroom and 
| dining rooms where the affair was 
held were converted into a Persian 
|garden with a hanging sky, studded 
with stars, while the floor was dec- 
}orated with 12 bamboo trees laden 
with tropical fruit. Illuminated bal- 
loons tossed about and the tables 
were covered with blue 
| Among the flowers on the walls and 
balustrades were the rare mauve 
butterfly orchids. 


Speakeasy Had No’ 
Stage Relation 





| 


| 
| 


damask. | 
| frain 





BUT HOW! 





Evidently to relieve the hod- 
carriers of any inferiority com- 
plex, a new dance joint on 
Eighth Ave. in the 40’s is using 
this for slogan: 

“Anyone who can walk can 
dance.” 


Black Belt’s Raided 

















Though called the Performers 
and Entertainers Club, located at 
131st street and 7th avenue, recently 
raided by Federal narcotic officers 
and alleged to be the headquarters 
of a $2,000,000 drug syndicate, it 
was really nothing more than a 
speakeasy. It had no connection 
with theatre in any way, or its per- 
formers. 

It is the heart of the Black Belt 
of Harlem and next door to the 
more swanky night club resort, 
Connie’s Inn. 

Contrast between the two brings 
an incongruous picture of two night 
life resorts that had only one thing 
in common and that is the site of 
their biz. Connie’s is a club cater- 
ing only to white trade—service and 
entertainment being all colored. 

The Performers and Entertainers 
Club was all black except for the 
alleged owners. 

Few whites ever entered Per- 
formers’ Club. It was referred to 
by colored geniry as the Players’ 
Club and was the rendezvous of 
the Black Belt’s pseudo colored 
actors and actresses. Run wide 
open at all times—door of joint that 
led onto 7th avenue often remained 
open and the long bar with colored 
folks standing up against could be 
seen plainly without effort. 

An enigmatic place, the joint had 
an air of fancy and atmosphere 
about it that attracted a scattering 
assembly of whites who forage in 
Harlem for thrills. These included 
p. a.’s, white Harlemanicas, news- 
papermen and whites gone native. 


Elaborate 


Probably most elaborately ar- 
ranged speak north of the Battery 
but not handsomely decorated. Two 
rooms back of the bar—both for ex- 
clusive customers. One immediately 
adjoining bar was for customers 
not well known and women—while 
the rear room, large and canopied 
with colored sombre lights was the 
center of gravity for the favored 
whites and those colored folks 
okayed by house boss. 

A bouncer was always on duty 
in this room and place was regular 
meeting ground of Harlem’s ladies 
of the mob. They’d meet their boy 
friends here and newcomers who 
met them for the asking through 
a waiter. Started off with girl 
waitresses but shifted to men when 
it was found that girl patrons ob- 
jected to competish lady servers 
were giving them. Ripest time was 
after midnight when blacks would 
filter in from picture houses and 
other resorts. 

Dancing was prohibited and so 
was community singing, but a sin- 
gle could yodel like a bassoon if 
whites were present to heave coins. 





Did Skinner Sock? 


Rehearsing in the cast of “Chil- 
dren of the Darkness,” Joseph 
Skinner, 35, of 322 West 52d street, 
was freed in West Side Court by 
Magistrate Stern on the charge of 
disorderly conduct. Skinner, a for- 
mer welterweight boxer from Phoe- 
nix, Ariz., was arrested by Patrol- 
man Miller of the West 47th street 
station. 





° ' 

Skinner had informed the blue- 
coat that his wife was bleeding} 
from a cut chin. Miller hurried to 


the flat and Mrs. Skinner is quoted 


as stating that Skinner socked her. 
This Skinner denied. He asserted | 
his wife had received her injury | 
when she struck her chin against 
the stove. i 
BARRICADED SPEAKS 

' 

Recent epidemic of hold-ups in | 
Times Square speaks has caused} 


careful proprietors to reinforce front 
entrances with steel doors. 

Most of the speaks naturally re- | 
from reporting bandit visita- | 
Steel jackets and bullet-proof 
guests may come Jjater. 


tion. 
vests for 


———— ee nel 





What’s So Sappy About the B'way Sap? 
Those Town Scamps Know Their Stuff 


+ a 
‘ ; The modern sap visits Broadway: 
WALTER WEBBER SHOT He screeches into the Main Stem in 
a 





BY KEARNS IN HOT 


The screams of a terrified woman 
running through the hall on the 
second floor of the Hotel Hudson, 
West 44th street, and the report of 
four shots coming from the room 
aused a call for two patrolmen. 

Several men in the room began a 
free-for-all fight, according to the 
police. The coppers separated the 
combatants and found that Walter 
Webber, actor, in whose apartment 
the ‘trouble occurred, had been 
slightly shot in the right arm. Web- 
ber did not need the attention of a 
surgeon. His arm had been burned 
from the explosion of a blank cart- 
ridge. 
lesque actor. 

When Officers Maguire and Don- 
nellan entered the apartment Web- 
ber and two other men were wres- 
tling. The gendarmes made _ in- 
quiries about the shooting. Mrs. 
Webber had swooned on a bed. 
They all denied the shooting until 
threatened with arrest. A search of 
the apartment disclosed a gun 
loaded with “blanks” under a mat- 
tress. 

At first they denied knowing any- 


nm 


: thing about the weapon, but stated 


that Edward Kearns, 29, one time 

assistant property man at the 

American theatre on West 42nd 

street, had fired the shots at Web- 

ber. Kearns gave his address as 

1386 Wood avenue, Tottenville, S. I. 
Kearns Held 

Kearns was arrested by Maguire 
on the charges of assault and vio- 
lation of the Sullivan law. Magis- 
trate Adolph Stern held him with- 
out bail for further examination. 
Kearns has a long criminal record 
and an alias of “Edward Murcros- 
sen.” 

Mrs. Webber. the bluecoat stated, 
kissed Kearns godbye as he was be- 
ing taken to the police station. 
Mystery surrounds the shooting at 
Webber. The latter was unable to 
state why Kearns shot him. 

Another in the room at the time 
was Frank Mackay, theatrical prop- 
erty man, according to Maguire. 
The other man is said to have been 
a chauffeur. 

Mrs. Webber, whose first name is 
Beatrice, was reticent over the af- 
fair. 


FRANCES SHELLY’S GEMS 
PAWNED BY JEWELER 


Frances Shelly appeared in West 
Side Court yesterday (Tuesday) as 
complainant against John Rosen- 
feld, jeweler, residing at the Sher- 
man Square Hotel. Rosenfeld is 
charged with the larceny of two 
pieces of jewelry valued at $11,000. 

Rosenfeld conducted a store at 787 
Seventh avenue under the name of 
“The Robert’s Jewelry Company,” 





asserted Detectives Bertram Mas-' 


kiell and John Walsh of the West 
47th street station. A receiver has 
taken over the concern, the sleuths 
told reporters. - 

Miss Shelly lives at 325 West 45th 
street. She took a diamond and 
platinum bracelet valued at $7,500 
to Rosenfeld to be repaired on Aug. 
18 last. Sept. 12 she returned to 
Rosenfeld and asked him if the 
bracelet had been repaired. He told 
her that it was in the custody of his 
jeweler and urged her not to be 
anxious, 

She then left a diamond and } lat- 
inum wrist watch with him 
repaired. The latter was valued at 
$3,500. 
both gems, as she was sailing soon. 
Just before sailing, Miss Shelly vis- 
ited his place and found it in the 
hands of a receiver, 


Webber is said to be a bur- | 


low-slung roadster with exhaust 
pipes streaming out the foreign 
hood; makes all the night clubs and 
fights with the waiters for the 
| slightest extra charge on the check; 
| often lams into town with a dream 
of a girl in the seat next to him who 
| causes all ‘the boys” to whisper: 
i“Look at that twist-wow!”; brings 
| his own liquor—the best stuff—right 
|off the boat; picks his hotel like a 
| veteran, and wants service all 
|}around, squawking at the slightest 
| inconvenience. 

Wears snappy clothes—box shoul- 
ders, silk-lined, and has a change 
for every hour; plays the show girls 
and has them screaming at his wise 
cracks and jokes, which are passed 
along the Street; sees all the new 
musical comedies and smash legit 
hits, writing home that they are all 
“lousy” and there isn’t a kick in the 
town. Says the girls are so slow it 
hurts. 

Meets the racketeers and has a 
fight, knocking out three or four, 
brushing off his hands and claiming 
they were pushovers. Listens to the 
orchestras in town and wants to 
know why they don’t “get hot”; 
dances with the Broadway girls and 
shows them some nifty steps they 
never dreamed about; does a buck 
and tap routine himself, that a Bar- 
ton or Donahue would love to touch; 
gets a ticket for speeding, parking 
or violating another law and has it 
fixed in 10 minutes to the awe of 
the natives, who can’t figure where 
he gets his pull. 

In the Bag 

Everything is in the bag for the 
sap—gets tickets at box office price 
for smash hits and sits in the center 
of the fourth row, usually with two 
or three beauties from the home 
town who happen to be here at the 
same time; nothing in the showgirl 
line-up can compare with any one 
of them. And for talent—why, the 
girls in his home town sing better in 
the parlor—just for fun—than the 
leading ladies of the Main Stem 
show. 

Never denies where he came from. 
Doesn't brag about the home town. 
Yawns his way hither and yon on 
the Stem, 

Never goes home with a pain in 
the neck from looking at high build- 
ings—but often gets a pain in the 
neck listening to the so-called wise 
guys of the Street trying to ad lib. 
So used to Paris and Monte Carlo 
and other places of the sort that 
New York to him is a steady laugh. 

May drive in his own car to 
Chinatown to get a laugh out of it; 
never asks anybody -where the 
Brooklyn Bridge is; has been wear- 
ing Fifth avenue merchandise all his 
life; has a few ideas for making 
some money by hooking up here or 
there and usually leaves New York 
with the b. r. five times as fat as 
when he came; when they try to in- 
terest him in a show—as angel—he 
looks it over and yawns again, say- 
ing “I'll see you all a week from 
next autumn.”...May give the pro- 
ducers a couple of good ideas to jerk 
up their brain child and wires home 
he’s leaving because the town is as 
free of kick as the Dead Sea of 
tidal waves. 


Hotel Holds Clothes and 
Furs for Party’s Breakage 


Blanche Demarse, actress, recov- 
ered her trunks containing several 
| fur coats, dresses and dancing shoes 
from the Hotel Jackson, 137 West 
45th street. The show girl came to 
court accompanied by her attorney, 








Lou Randall, of Goldsmith, Hanower 


to be | 


& Goldblatt. Miss Demarse was in 


| tears, 


She told him she must have | 


| 


she told the} 


tandall explained to Magistrate 
Stern that Miss Demarse had at- 
tended a party of another show girl 
in the hotel on Xmas eve. Follow- 
ing, said the hotel men, they dis- 


cops. The sleuths located the jewels | covered some breakage in the room, 


in the Commonwealth Loan Office 


at 784 Seventh avenue. 


The jewels had been pawned for | asserted, 


$1,800. 
have identified Rosenwald as the 
person who pledged the gems. Ro- 
senfeld is alleged to have said he 
was “broke.” 

The detectives 
“stop” on the gems. 
now rehearsing in a show. 
cently met with an 


have 
Miss Shelly is 


she re- 


placed od ae 
| Indian Dick in Again 
. | Indian 
auto accident. | 


Blanche in quitting the hotel paid 
her bill of $60. The hotel, Randall 
accepted the money but 


The pawnbroker is said to|refused to turn over the. trunks to 


Miss Demarse. The court issued a 
summons. Randall told reporters 
that Miss Demarse recovered her 
furs. 





Dick, who operated the 
Sioux tearoom in Greenwich Village 


Rosenfeld was arraigned before | gye years ago is back in the Village 
Magistrate Adolph Stern in West\and has opened The Reservation 
Side Court and obtained bail Of | cabaret. 

$5,000. 4 It is back of Jefferson Market. 
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Broadway Chatter 








Jean Orlin is now in print. 

Martha R.th is now secretary to 
Bill Connor, Biltmore. 

Red is very becoming to Muriel 
Vanderbilt French 

Ving Fuller is framing a strip for 
King Features. 

Estelle Garrick had her 
painted—why? 


portrait 


Nat Dobson’s scheme of the best 
dressed man does not include spats. 

3etty Brown declined to be in- 
terviewed for the AMPA Bulletin. 

Maurice Winter new assistant in 
box-office of Cort. 

Bob Sisk’s daughter will probably 
prevent the annual trek to Banff 
this summer. 

Ruth Gordon back from London. 
Reported returning to stage this 
winter. 

Mike Simmons netted $1,100 last 
month for two titling jobs—and he’s 
out of the stock market. 

Abe Lyman and his band de- 
parted toward L. A. Sunday. They 
left the Richman Club Saturday. 

That marriage report, according 
to Edna Sedley of the Chateau 
Madrid, is premature. 

Irving Caesar may write the 
lyrics for the songs in the “Queen 
Kelly” talker, with Gloria Swanson. 

Gary, Palace building bootblack, 
is finding it tough, too. Agents 
buying shines on installment plan. 

Sidney Piermont of Loew’s washes 
his face and combs his locks eight 
times daily. 

Ruby Shore, of the Silver Slipper, 





is doubling in vaude with Benny 
Davis. 
A great Christmas for cards. 


Everybody squawking about their 
personal gross. 

Ziegfeld’s home at Tarrytown on 
the Hudson is wired for talkers. 
Cost about 16 grand. Gives shows 
every week end. 

Lee Posner contemplates a re- 
straining suit against Louise Ford- 
ham in behalf of a couple of night 
club singers over a song said to be 
the latter’s exclusive property. 

Galen Bogue is the new ideal 
manager. He escorts Irene Bordoni 
from her dressing room to the floor 
at the Club Richman before each 
performance and back. 

Walter Winchell has entered the 
list of the Movietoned. Soon off 
the talking screen at the Embassy. 

Radie Harris is with the Central 
Press Syndicate. 

Despite the hidden gams, and 
sometimes because of them, contest 
of long and short skirt devotees in 


night places is all long from the 
gent standpoint. 

New member of the Charlie Mor- 
rison family, who may be called Ma- 
rianne, Carol, Shirley, or sugges- 


tions invited, moved into her home 
Sunday. 

Charlies Lemaire and Mme. Sherri 
threw nice party for Lily Damita 
at the former’s apartment last Fri- 
day afternoon, to meet those charm- 
ing people of the theatre. 

Those having had a hectic Christe 
mas at home spent the evening in 
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THEATRE GUILD PRODUCTIONS 


METEOR 


By S. N. BEHRMAN 


GUILD Thea., 52nd St., W. of B’way 
Evgs. 8:50. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:40 


a 


Evgs. 8:40. Mats, Thurs. & Sat., 2:40 


GAME OF 
LOVE and DEATH 


By ROMAIN ROLLAND 
BILTMORE TH.,, 47th St., W. of B’y 
Evgs. 8:50. Mats, Thurs. & Sat., 2:40 


GRACE GEORGE 


in the St. John Ervine comedy 


“FIRST MRS. FRASER” 


’ with A. E. MATTHEWS 
and Lawrence Grossmith 


PLAYHOUSE 4 Shi. Fivoh. a Se. oe 
ARTHUR HOPKINS Presents 


RALF GODS 


A New Play by Sidney Howard 
PLYMOUTH Jh=.,, 45th St. W. of B’was 


Mais. Thurs, & Sat. 























Thea 44th St. Evs. 8: 
BELASCO “Tien w. vtath St. Evs. ato 


DAVID BELASCO Presents 


2 WARNER BROS. ! 
VITAPHONE HITS* 
JOHN 


BARRYMORE 


In His First Talking Picture 


“GENERAL CRACK” 


Warner Bros. Thea. | Daily, 2:45, 8:45 
B’way & 52d St. | Sun., 3, 6, 8: ‘6 


GEORGE ARLISS 
“DISRAELI” 


Central Theatre | Daily, 2:45, 8:45 
B’way & 47th St. | Sun., 3, 6, 8:45 

















Cecil B, De Mille’s 


“DYNAMITE” 


M G M All Talking Sensation 
STAGE SHOW REVUE—ORCHESTRA 


B’way & 6ist St. 
Major Ed. Bowes, 
Mng. Director 
De Luxe Show New Year's Eve. including 
Stage Revue, Capitolians, Screen features 









ITS RKO Lets Go 


January “Good Times” 


2sPALACE 





Ju >ivee 


BWAY.G 47% 





RIVERSIDE? 33 





It's a Wise Child 


A New Comedy by Laurence E. John-« 








Theatre . 45th St. E 8:50 
AVON Mats. wen, Thurs. & Sat, 2:30 


Dir. A. L. Erlanger 
Brock Pemberton Presents 


Strictly Dishonorable 


Comedy Hit by Preston Sturges 





GEORGE JESSEL 


MOURICE COLLEANO & FAMILY 
WILLIAMS & DELANEY 
a KITCHEN ——. os 
Heward & Newton; Steele & 


Yay 
ey S...4e. 31- . t 3 4 
JACK BENNY 
CHARLES ART VENITA 
RUGGLES ee en . Mh copee 
and AL T 


Winslow 





ots SOM ST. Xe 


o Fri., Dec. 31 to Jan. 3 


CHESTER CONKLIN * 


BURNS & ALLEN; Other Acis 





Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 








+ wroesal SINGING - pow Ae eis 


BORDONI 


PARIS” 


STK: Bros, 

STRAN D&E 
econ FRIDAY 

“NO, NO, NANETTE” 


50th St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 
8S. L. Rothafel (ROAY) 


William Fox Presents 










First Time at Popular Prices 


“CHRISTINA” 


with JANET GAYNOR Talking 


2nd Week—Gala Holiday Program 
Babes in the Wood” 
“Wedding of the Painted Doll” 
Midnight Show 


WM. BOYD .in Al Talk “His 


FIRST COMMAND” 





Tues. to Fri., Dec. 31 to Jan. 3 


BILLY HOUSE & CO. 


NEVILLE FLEESON and 


in All Talk “HIs 
FIRST COMMAND” 


WM. BOYD 
Mrs. Mille Butterfield, 321 River- 
side drive, whose engagement to 
Count Alexis Constantin Walneff of 
Russia was announced recently at a 
dinner at the Hotel Ambassador, is 


the mother of Mrs. Stanley Norris 
Thompson of New Canaan, Conn., 
who was Leila Carton, Broadway 





night clubs for a little quiet—and 
got it. Business ’way off all over 
town. 


Meyer Gerson has moved over. 
The old stand is no more. His new 
pansy decorations are within the 
Somerset hotel. Most of his regular 
mob promised to stay up to drop in 
for New Year’s breakfast. 


Titles of shows in adjoining, the- 
atres on 47th street anything but 
cheerful. “Death Takes a Holiday,” 
Barrymore, and “The Game of Love 
and Death,” Biltmore. 


Hollywood’s town 
Morrison, is again paying lunch 
checks at the Astor. Inside report 
is that 40 people went to the L. A. 
flying field with him to make sure 
he’d leave. 

Jack White has left the 54th 
street nite club where he was 
thought to be a part of the scenery, 
after a couple of years there. The 
comedian also quit the White’s 
“Scandals” Saturday, leaving him 
open for a vacation date. 

Despite the big capacity of 
Chanin’s 46th Street the stage is 
very shallow. Cast has to run un- 
der the rostrum to get from one side 
to the other. Plenty of underground 
mixups during the opening night 
rush. 

Old curtain of Knickerbocker 
(being razed), which hung there 
since house opened in 1901 with the 
Rogers Brothers, to be cut down 15 
feet in width and used at the Avon 


scamp, Leo 





(formerly Klaw). Original cost of 
curtain was $4,000. 





— 


Inaccurate Biographies 
SOPHIE TUCKER 





By Claude Binyon 


It was eventide in the good old 
Puritanical state of Connecticut. 
Snow was everywhere, smothering 
the sleepy little state in a downy 
blanket. In the Abuza restaurant 
(chicken dinner, everything else ex- 
tra) Mr. Abuza was preparing for 
a goodly crowd in celebration of 
the new year. 

Mr. Abuza looked about the tidy 
little inn and sighed contentedly. 
Then he cupped his hands and call- 
ed to his daughter 


“Sophie!” he bellowed, “come a- 
runnin’.” 

Little Sophie Abuza came a- 
running. She was a cute trick, 


dressed in spotless magenta linen 
which tugged and strained under 
pressure of her plump young body. 
Her head was haloed in a mass of 
golden strands, brilliant as an 1880 
penny. Gracefully she curtsied at 
the feet of her father. 


“Ts you ready for the night’s 
fete?’ asked the father. 
“Aye, loved one,” replied Sophie. 


“T have learned new songs and will 
sing them to thy customers just 
as though they were a mob of 
Broadway stews.” 

“Tsk, child,” protested the father, 





Hoboken Minus Hi-Hat Stuff 
Copping Village PolloiGag 





Hoboken, N. J., is supplanting 


treenwich Village as the hobo- 
hemian center. 
Just a ferry trip across from 


Christopher Street in the heart of 
the Village with brew dispensing 
at 10 and i5c. a glass and wines 
at 15 and 20c. It’s a cheaper racket 
than the Village ever had, and 
former Village make-merries are 
going for it plenty. 

Practically all the former atmos- 
phere which the Village boasted 
has ferried across to Hoboken 
where things are wide open, prices 
are right and there’s no curfew. 
Hoboken has a midnight closing 
order for spree parlors and so- 
called cabarets, but props ease 
around it by reopening at 12:10 A. 
M. So far without molestation from 
police or other authorities. 

The late hour gag makes it per- 
fect for hobohemians who previous- 
ly played Greenwich Village but 
didn’t like the 1 A. M. curfew or 
stiff tariff on cheer beverages It’s 
a bonanza for the joints and land- 
lords as well, with apartmeats 
renting for much less than in the 
Village. 





The gyp prices prevalent in 
night places when things were good 
over there have. been sliced, with 
everybody working on the old scale. 
Hobohemian crowd has provided 
the so called atmiosphere which once 
made the Village. 


Picturesque 


Plenty of the picturesque which 
obtained across the water in pre- 
probibition days has been res- 
urrected across the river. Ail man- 
ner of joints in operation, from 
river-front holes in the wall to more 
decorative night clubs that ape 
Broadway both in layout and prices. 
Atmospherical muggs never give 
the latter a tumble, nor does the 
Broadway mob. 

A pound ($5) goes a long way 
in the beverage dispensing joints in 
Hoboken. Cops, too, are also polite 
to a white-collared inebriate. if 
wandering aimlessly around they'll 
escort them to the tube or to a 
neighboring hostelry and park them 
for the evening. Bums rate a 
pinch, but if there’s no record 
they’re merely kept overnight and 
dismissed in the morning. 





ROUND THE SQUARE 





had been ailing for some time. 


colored spots in Harlem. 


ers elsewhere in that section. 


were only those he wanted. 


re-entering the United States. If 


Roscoe White Dies 
Roscoe White, 60, colored, died last week at his home in Harlem. He 


Mr. White conducted for several years one of the best known all- 
It was the Sheep’s Club on 7th avenue, the 
wind up place for the colored entertainers of the Black Belt. 

Highly intelligent, diplomatic and tactful, Mr. White was personally 
very popular, and his place much preferred by the few whites who 
went there when in Harlem, to any of the stage joints for the downtown- 
Somehow the Broadway bunch never 
discovered the Sheep’s Club. Those who did go there didn’t tell them. 
Roscoe ran his place for colored people and the few white patrons 





Fixing at the Border 
For the opening of the new race track at Agua Caliente, the operators 
of the track and the casino have had the border bars lifted. You can 
now enter Mexico at any time of the day, 
Prior to this, it was impossible to get in or out of Mexico after 6 p. m. 
The gag is that they did not bother about having the time changed for 


if bound for Agua Caliente. 


eight is your point and you have 


not made it by six, you’re good for the night at Agua Caliente. 





South American Concoction 
Backfire water is a takeup of Village goofers and Harlem thrill hunters. 


atts BEMST. 


Other| Of dried fruit herbs. 
HELEN SHIPMAN Acts; second simply lays ’em out, 


Stuff is of South American origin and served in clay, pear-shaped vessels 
about the capacity of a coffee cup. They sip it through a hollow silver 
mixing spoon. It has an unpronounceable name and is said to be a mess 
One cup is sufficient to blank the drinker, and the 
‘tis said. 





New Coin Pumping Hunch 

Newest cash pumping plan in Chicago is advertising for children to 
pose for art calendars. 

When the kid and parents arrive, the photo man generally goes into 
a rave over the subject, declaring it necessary for at least one straight 
picture to submit to the art calendar people. This sets the parents back 
from $10 to whatever amount can be taken. 





Playing Hearst 
Close observers reported several cases of “colossal nerve” in connec- 
tion with this year’s handout of the New York American Christmas fund. 








actress, 15 years ago. 


(Continued on page 47) 


“thee seem aged beyond thoy 
years.” He banged her on the bean 


and walked into the kitchen to gee 
how the hash was brewing. 

That night Soph sang as she had 
never sung before. She sang of a 
man who had done her wrong: of 
a man who had left her flat: 
man she had done wrong; of a man 
she had left flat; of her ability in 
the art of creating heat and sud. 
denly leaving them cold. 

Surprised 

The gathering of Puritans was 
electrified. Mr. Abuza sat pinned 
to chair, his mouth agape, his eyes 
rolling incredulously. Could this 
be his little Sophie—the creature 
who previously had trilled only of 
flowers, bees and June moons? 
There was a hush as Soph fin- 


of a 


ished. Then, suddenly, the Puri- 
tans went ga-ga. They grabbed 
each other and started prancing 


about the floor in mad jazz rhythm. 
They stomped heavy boots and 
cried “Ha-Cha-Cha!” They started 
grinding and tossing like a Mutual 
troupe in a Pennsylvania coal town, 
Soph watched the turmoil. Then 
she looked at her father’s merciless 
face, gasped and ran all the way 
to Chicago. 

In Chicago the same. In cafes, 
Soph yodelled the boiling lyrics and 
encouraged gents into a frenzy. A 
man named Tucker married the red- 
hot mama, left his last name and a 
bouncing baby boy in Sophie's keep- 
ing and went his way. An actor 
named Frank Westphal was next in 
line for husbandry, but he went too, 
Now Al Lackey, who deals in dry 
goods, seems to be clicking in the 
matrimonial spot. . 


Soph Advanced 


Soph progressed from night clubs 
to vaudeville, then into revues, 
Finally she carried her red-hot 
billing into pictures, and blew 356 
fuses in wired houses with the top 
note of “Some of These Days.” 
Soph is the incongruous picture 
of a genteel matron announcing 
that neither Rome nor she was 
made in a day. Soph is the loving 
“Madam” muttering through a cor- 
ner of her mouth that guys are all 
alike. 

A flashing prima donna doubling 
on the runway. 

And only for $4,000, $4,500 or 
$5,000 weekly, according where. 
Wahoo! 





Chatter in Loop 


Anne Ford remains here as press 
agent for “Strange Interlude.” 


Frank Levine is back at the Rane 
dolph with a Hawaiian sunburn. 


John Balaban does not like com- 
ical phone conversations. 


Everybody in the RKO publicity 
office received a Xmas token from 
Jack Hess, the chief p. a. 

Ted Healy’s trained bear has em- 
barrassing habits, but Ted is stick- 
ing by the cub. 

Chi opera has forbidden stars to 
have personal press representatives. 
Stars a bit huffy over the rule. 

Coliseum ring front is quiet and 
reports that Jack Dempsey wants to 
g0 back to New York. 

Sid Yates, kid star of the U. of C. 
basketball team, is a brother of 
Irving Yates, New York agent. 

Lloyd Lewis of the B. & K. p. & 
staff has been writing for “Amefi- 
can Mercury” again. 

Eddie Rosetan, on the road for 
Radio pictures, was marooned for 
three days at Kentland, Ind., but 
never missed a meal. 

George Spoor, working in his lab 
at Essanay, still holds the rep of 
being the most uncommunicative 
man in Chi show business. 

Madeline Wood, Publix-Great 
States publicity head, had to fight 
her way out of her office Dec. 
the Xmas gifts were stacked that 
high. 

Engagement of Lessie Greenwald 
to Charlie Newman of the Well 
Music Co., announced. Bride-to- -be 
is a sister of Maurice Greenwald, 
vaude producer. 


ee 








Next to the stage door of the 
Palace Theatre, the new home of 


MRS. GERSON’S GRILL 





After 11 Years on Broadway 
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Uncommon Chatter 
By Ruth Morris 





Xmas Party’s Over in Stores 


There is no more dismal sight 
than a large department store on 
the day after Christmas. The 
decorations which remain from the 
holiday excitement merely empha- 
size the fact that the party’s over. 
Bored salesgirls idly contemplate 
merchandise that looks pawed over 
and only a few bargain-sniffers 
prowl the lonesome aisles. 

Only exchange departments are 
busy—particuiarly in Macy’s where 
it is once more possible to get into 


an elevator without risking life 
and limb. Young things whose 
grandmothers insisted on giving 


them cast-iron undies when they’d 
really much rather have had cigaret 
cases and cocktail suits, lose no 
time in exchanging unwanted gifts. 
And the same applies to the more 
assertive of the young men who de- 
scend on exchange clerks with gobs 
of atrocious Christmas ties. One 
clerk commented sadly on the fact 
that those same ties would go back 
in stock and probably have to be 
returned all over again next Chist- 
mas—which leaves little hope for 
the future of the race. 





Fay Marbe as Vamp 


The New York theatre is jubilant 
over announcements of the Loew 
Holiday month to last through Janu- 
ary. Prolonged trailers exclaim that 
‘Tt will be a month of pictures 
you'll never forget.” Considering 
some of the pictures at the good 
old New York in the past, this 
phophecy takes on alarming possi- 
bilities. 


With the promise for a bigger and 
more terrible January, Tuesday’s 
program included “The Talk of 
Hollywood,” which detailed the 
trial of a Jewish picture producer 
launching his company into the 
talkers. Save in a few scenes where 
the producer contributed his dia- 
lect to the rehearsal of vafious 
roles, the picture wasn’t even bad 
enough to be funny, but contented 
itself with being plain tiresome. 


It introduced Fay Marbe to the 
screen in a French vamp part. One 
costume was striking—coat and hat 
of white kid trimmed with dynamic 
impositions of black. With this she 
affected a slender white walking 
stick and high Russian boots— 
making it pretty definite that she 
was a vampire. 





The Perfect Hero Role 


Ramon Navarro has the sort of 
role in “Devil May Care” that most 
leading men would die for. He's 
a handsome rogue, an_ expert 
swordsman and a devil with the 
ladies in this story of post-Napo- 
leonic France. The film, pro- 
gzrammed as a musical romance, is 
entertaining when it frankly stress- 
es its musical side, but when it tries 
to be a serious romance it gets 
funny. 


Dorothy Jordan, as the dainty 
Leonie, does awfully well with her 
first important part. Her youthful 
quality is emphasized by a lack of 
definite picture technic and she 
possesses a natural comedy sense 
that could be developed. In a few 
spots in the picture her sponta- 
neous reactions earn several unex- 
pected laughs. Her style suits the 
prim lines of the costumes of the 
period. 

Marion Harris does not do so well 
as the Countess Louise, reading 
lines in the same manner as she 
sings her slithery ballads—which 


. doesn’t seem right for a countess. 





Withers as Talker Prospect 


Paramount is using the “Now and 
Then” idea to contrast present-day 
entertainment with that of the good 
old times. Th~ latter is represented 
by Charles Withers in his well- 
known Opry House sketch, 
crammed with delicious tom-foolery 
and funnier than ever. His manner 
of whistling s’s should make him a 
Perfect subject for the talkers. 

A group of Gambarelli dancers 
comprises the most important part 
of the “Now” portion. They appear 
first in a cunning doll number with 
marionette dancing cleverly tricked 
and later in an elaborate fan num- 
ber, with ballet interpretations of 
national dances well worked out. 
Costumes for this are lovely things 
of white lace topped with Venetian 
tricorns. June McCloy appears, for 
her surprising girl-baritone number, 
in a smart evening gown of white 
taffeta with flowered pattern, the 
loveliness of which is almost com- 
Dletely subm-rged under an enor- 
‘mous and trite ostrich fan. 





Skeets and Helen Gambol 

“Pointed Heels” really isn’t a 
good picture—its characters have 
been so obviously manipulated. But 
it’s awfully entertaining when Helen 
Kane and Skeets Gallagher romp 
away with exaggerated vaudeville 
parts. It’s difficult to imagine its 
two types of dialog in the same 
picture—when the lines are good, 
they’re very, very good and when 
they’re not, they’re not. 

Fay Wray plays. the lead with 
simple directness and William | 
Powell has a swell time being noble. 





The Distant View 


If an act can seem good when 
viewed from one of the last rows of 
the State balcony, it must be good 
indeed, for the effect is somewhat 
like witnessing a flea circus through 
the wrong end of a telescope. The 
frolickings of Jack Sidney’s gang 
of 20 are set to such a fast, blaring 
pace that the entertainment carries 
to every corner of the house. 

Aside from the unique eccentric 
dancing of the Fishers, there’s 
nothing in the act that hasn’t been | 
done many times, but the band) 
plunges into peppy introductions, 
the specialists waste no time in get- 
ting to routines, and Sidney keeps 
things lively between times by be- 
ing threatened with murder every 
time he launches an m.c. wise- 
crack. The last seems a swell idea. 





Estelle Taylor’s Frock Rave 

Estelle Taylor’s appearance at the 
Palace turns the vaudeville style- 
famine into a feast. A special drop 
(that does tricks in the George 
White manner) and backing of 
white satin introduce a smart flavor 
at the outset—a flavor that is com- 
pletely carried out by the star’s 
appearance in a frock of white taf- 
feta and lace. 

The bodice is sculptured of whte 
lace over (of all things) Patou’s 
dahlia chiffon and travels down 
sleekly to mould the hips, where 
the skirt starts in flat circles of 
white taffeta, slightly higher in 
back than in front. Perfect gobs of 
circular white taffeta elongate the 
skirt to the floor. An orchid, worn 
on the back of the shoulder, a 
purplish chiffon handkerchief, and 
radiant diamond... bracelets, choker, 
and a brooch large enough to be a 
police badge complete a_ perfect 
personal appearance costume for a 
picture celebrity. The costume is 
glamorous and bizarre, yet looks as 
though it had been designed by 
someone who had heard about the 
houses of grande couture. A. sec- 
ond frock is less dazzling but most 
becoming, being in garnet chiffon 
with deep decolletage, cape sleeves 
and sweeping princess line. 

Miss Taylor engages in chatter 
which doesn’t mean much except 
that it introduces several numbers 
sung in a surprisingly sweet voice 
that shows a good deal of carefu! 
training. 

The new mode has been not so 
well treated in the dresses worn by 
the girls in the Charles Ruggles 
act. It’s not so much the fault of 
the gowns, which are nice enough, 
as of the fact that such dresses 
need poise and sleek’ corsetting to 
be carried well. 

The only fault that could possibly 
be found with Venita Gould’s clever 
impersonations is the gown she 
wears for them. It’s overdone, in 
white taffeta with gaudy punctua- 
tions in red and bunchy tulle cre- 
ating a bouffante length. Her imi- 
tatons—all but the Helen Kane one, 
which should be out with the dress 
—are grand. 





“RITA’S” GERMAN VOICES 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Elsie Jannsen is the German 
voice of Bebe Daniels in the dubbed 
version of “Rio Rita.” Walter Bond 
speaks for John Boles. 

Other dubbing voices are those 
of Bert Sprotte as the heavy, Fredie 
Fredie for Bobby Woolsey, Gerda 
Mann kinderblabbing for Dorothy 
Lee, and Kostea Mooth Teutonics 
for Bert Wheeler. 


|philosophy and a soft 





Trained by Screen 





Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Among the means now em- 
ployed at First National to 
ascertain the qualifications of 
chorus girl applicants is that 
of kicking plus their ability to 
pass through a cut out in a 
beaver board measuring to the 
requirements of the so-called 
physically perfect girl. Of 150 
undergoing the test in one day 
Frances Gentry broke the rec- 
ord for high kicking by touch- 
ing the beam at seven feet 
three inches from toe to toe, 
or 21 inches above her head. 

Recruits accepted are placed 
in the beginners’ class and in- 
structed by an animated screen 
in the basic routines which they 
are expected to follow. Method 
of training is a departure and 
credited to Larry Ceballos. 


CLOTHES AND CLOTHES 


By MOLLIE GRAY 
Nothing Very New 

George Jessel has the pillow of 
philosophy at the Riverside. Good 
pillow, but 
the wrong platform. His act may 
be an example why vaudeville needs 
a blood transfusion—all old ma- 
terial. Same thing for the Colleano 
Family. Ina Williams and Jere De- 
laney also fail on this point. Lor- 
raine Howard has a new partner, 
Florence Newton, but not a new 
line. 

“Kitchen Pirates” at least proves 
there must be something which pro- 
tects adagio girls, “Peggy” still 
being among the most tossed and 
twisted in service. 

In the Winslow Four the girl's 
costume is pretty in light blue satin 
jacket and lace edged crepe skirt. 

Miss Howard’s gown was attrac- 
tive and of coral crepe, the slightly 
bloused bodice lined with crystal, 
circular skirt net hemmed and dip- 
ping a little in back. Miss Newton’s 
eggshell colored crepe de chine 
princess bodice finished with a 
shirred flounce of crepe to the floor, 
double reveres on the back decol- 
letage whose deep V finished with 
self-colored flowers. 

Veronica, with Van Lane, left 
voice prints on the sands of wasted 
time, her frock a bouffante taffeta 
and net. 

















Mostly for Men 

Like being the lone woman at a 
prize fight, seeing George Bancroft’s 
“The Mighty,” for which Nellie 
Revell did the story treatment. Dor- 
othy Revier is the wearer of 
aigrettes and black and white cos- 
tumes. The screen’s way of denot- 
ing a gangster’s mol. 

Esther Ralston is wasted here as 
the civilizing influence, but she has 
sense enough to dress the small 
town girl she is supposed to be. Her 
frocks were either black or white, 
accounted for.as mourning, one with 
a deep cape collar, another neck 
finished in a tie effect. A black satin 
hat said 1919 plainly, though it must 
be admitted her frocks, while sim- 
ple, were certainly 10 years older, 
making the time of Bancroft’s re- 
turn from France somewhat du- 
bious, 


Riding Habits 

William Boyd does nobly in “His 
First Command.” But Dorothy Se- 
bastian should get herself a sum- 
mer riding habit. She wore two 
that were smart and well-tailored, 
but when Boyd was wearing white 
flannels it seemed strange for Miss 
Sebastian to be wearing heavy 
tweeds no matter how well they 
looked—and they did—on her. An- 
ether dark tweed suit with loose 
short jacket was stunning, its loose 
sleeves banded with fitch animals. 

In a colored sequence, good in the 
close-ups but slightly off in the long 
views, Miss Sebastian’s white silk 
sport frock was finished at the neck 
with three shades of blue which 
continued into a long, loose scarf 
from the right side. Her lace and 
organdie hat turned off the face was 
very becoming. Two old favorites 
in this, Rose Tapley and Mable Van 
Buren. Little Helen Parrish is a 
darling in her jadpurs and a most 
efficient teacher. 








MARRIAGES 


Dickson Morgan, director, Ober- 
felder-Ketcham stock, Kansas City, | 
to Zora Hunt Anderson (non-pro), 
Dec. 22 in K. C. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. James 
Dec. 25, daughter. Father 
executive of EBrunswick-Balke. 


O'Keefe, 


is an | vived. 


CHORUS GIRL’S CLOSE CALL 


Greenwich, Dec. 31. 

Harriet Carling, 18, of this city 
and appearing in “Follow Thru” as 
a dancer, narrowly escaped asphyxi- 
ation in her home when she was 
overcome by gas from a broken pipe 
in the house. She was removed to 
another part of the house and re- 
Miss Carling. rejoined the 
show Christmas Day in New York. 


Hollywood Styles 


By Cecelia Ager 





At the Studios 


Mary Doran, if given her choice, 
will always wear a turban as her 
headgear. Possessing a well-shaped 
head and a good profile, she realizes 
that she is equipped to subdue these 
smart but difficult hats until they 





become flattering adjuncts to her 
; costume. In “Manhattan Serenade” 
| Mary’s turban is made of black silk. 
|\It fits her head smoothly and 
clambers up over one eye on her 


forehead. With it she wears a 








| black satin suit with a light crepe | 


| cular. 


blouse that has a frilled jabot col- 
lar. Skirt is not too long and cir- 
Her black patent pumps re- 


i 


|quire as much skill in successful | 


wearing as her hat, for they have 
heels as high as those seen in mod- 


|ernistically exaggerated shoe shop 


advertisements. 


Dorothy Jordan is Ramon No- 
varro’s leading woman again, this 
time in “The House of Troy.” 


is quite fetching in the Spanish 


her coiffure with little curls out- 
lined against her cheeks and fore- 
head, shyly bewitching. One cos- 
tume of white lace has a skirt made 
with three full flounces, a round 
low-necked bodice and short sleeves. 
The lace is picked out with sequins 
which sparkle pleasantly, and the 
tremendous mantilla of the same 
lace becomes a train when she 
doesn’t drape it over her arms as a 
scarf, 

The Brox Sisters croon in the Bird- 
eage number of ‘Manhattan Sere- 
nade,” wearing the long bouffant 
skirts that have become identified 
with these girls. Their costumes, 
while following the same general line 
as of yore, in this instance look gmall 
time vaudeville. Maybe because 
when tulle is used at all, to be good, 


She | from the bands of orange blossoms 


a _ | on her head. 
costumes of this picture as she was | 


| 


| 


there must be tremendous quanti- 
ties of it. Long tight white satin 
basque bodices are cut up over one 
shoulder and haven't been made 
sufficiently sleek. Tulle skirts fol- 
low, made with not quite enough 
tulle.: Black flowers are embroi- 
dered on the bodices and long 
bunches of black ostrich flumes, 
placed at the waistlines, fall to the 
hem lines in front. 

Vilma Banky makes a_ lovely 
bride in “Sunkissed,” once known 
as “They Knew What They Want- 
ed.” In a wedding dress which, be- 
cause of the story’s setting, could 
be neither smart nor alluring in a 
sophisticated way, she is, neverthe- 
less, a glamorous picture. Her cos- 
tumeé has a slim white satin bodice, 
the simple V-neck edged with net 
ruching, and long tight sleeves. The 
full long skirt is made with three 
net flounces. The net wedding veil, 


| for once without lace, hangs softly 


in the Empire clothes of “Devil May | 
Care,” which is very fetching in- 

deed, Lace mantillas hung over| 
high Spanish combs complement | 





The severe simplicity 
of this costume permits Miss Banky 
to glow the more radiantly by con- 
trast. 

Hedda Hopper, playing in “Such 
Men Are Dangerous,” appears ct a 
garden party looking like “Such 
Women Are Considered Dangerous 
by Picture Audiences.” Her costume 
is of cream net embroidered with 
black dots. Black lace is appliqued 
on the bodice as a yoke and the 


| skirt is made long and floaty by 


black lace panels attached to the 
skirt below the hip line. Miss 
Hopper wears a black net straight 
brimmed hat with a lace band over 
the forehead, and _ she .carries. a 
fluffy, tall-handled black lace para- 
sol. The job of clinching the ef- 
fect of a worldly woman is left to 
the long net mittens which termi- 
nate above the elbows in little ruf- 
fles. Despite the welter of details, 
Miss Hopper’s own chic triumphs, 
and the costume becomes striking, 
at least. 





Round the Square 





one of the Christmas baskets. 


greatly within the past few years. 


out one pack of matches. 


ever, 


Village, is back in the Village. 


decision to retire. 


depending entirely upon tips. 
on similar arrangement. 
blow. 


hiding ballyhoos. 


Sixth avenue 
the “L” turns 


New Automat on 
below 53d, where 








(Continued from page 46) 


An observer at the 69th Regiment Armory the day before Christmas 
reported he saw people park cars two or three blocks away from the 
armory and, wearing old clothes, get in line for the American’s handout, 
Others were seen hiring taxis to distant points after they had grafted 


Last year at Christmas a civic organization in Brooklyn investigated 
the case of supposed needy women and found that she had grubbed 
12 baskets for the holidays, was the wife of a fireman. 
Christmas cheer by those who aren’t really in destitute circumstances 
is claimed by the members of a civic organization to have increased 


Grafting of 





Save on Matches 


Forced to economize as a result of the cut in cigs brought about by 
indie stores that undersold the United and Schulte chains, retrenchment 
is being made via small vest pocket matches that have been given away 
with cigar and tobacco purchases for the last 15 years. 

Strict orders have gone out from chain headquarters to save on the 
matches and to only hand them out when requested. On purchases of 
two packs of butts, the clerks in the chain cig stores are allowed to give 
Dismissal is faced if the order is violated. 

The matches cost eight for 1c, but the saving is running into the thou- 
sands, according to a Schulte source. 





Protestants at Mass 
There are not enough seats for the Catholics at Christmas midnight 
masses around town, partly because of the crowd of Protestants who are 
attracted by the beautiful spectacle held but once yearly. . 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Paulist Fathers on Ninth avenue and Francis- 
cans at 32d street get terrific jams, with crowds this year bigger than 





Mother Emery Back ‘ ¥ , 
Mother Emery, one of the pioneer tearoom operators of Greenwich 


Mother Emery has done the comeback with a legitimate eating place 
spotted on Greenwich avenue and is through with the night life stuff. 
She formerly established the Jolly Friars, one of the most successful night 
life places of the Village, selling the latter out three years ago upon 





Nothing but the Tips 


Waiters and waitresses in tearocoms and small cabarets of Green- 
wich Village are now working on a strictly gambling proposition, 

Former salary ranging from $7 to $10 weekly is out now ,with help 
Several joints also have piano players in 
If throw money is good they stick; if not they 





Anticipatory Crowds 
Warner Bros. trade advertisement for “Sally” used a picture of Times 
Square that must be 10 years old as it showed the Hotel Claridge in its 
pre-prohibition dignity entirely free from billboards and other window- 


A smile for the observant ones, as photograph was supposed to show 
the crowds rushing to see the picture. 





Swank for a Jit 


is the 
off. 
gives the nickel rotisserie that swank touch, 


ritziest edifice on that street 
Futuristic indirect illumination 
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On of various theatre 
groups, the French 
mitted the theatres of Paris, closed 
since outbreak of the war, to reopen, 
conditioned upon full censorship 
and agreement that audiences must 


be orderly. 


petition 
government per- 





Report that -Charley Chaplin 
would quit Keystone films and em- 
bark on production on his own was 
denied on the coast. 








The long government suit for the 
dissolution of the Patents Co. | 
(“Film Trust”) began in Philadel- | 
phia. Government contended Pat- 
ents Co., General Film Co. and 
twelve licensees were a combina- 
tion in restraint of trade. 





Arnold Daly signed contracts to 


play Detective Craig Kennedy in 
the Pathe serial, “Exploits of 
Elaine.” 





Liebler & Co., one of the big stage 
producers, failed with liabilities of 
$325,000 and, assets of $300,000, ac- 
cording to statement of one of the 
lawyers. War blamed for situation 


Dillingham’s “Watch Your Step,” 
revue, broke all records for the 
opening at the Amsterdam theatre, 


New York. Figured first week’s 
gross would be more than $22,000. 
Dillingham’s other current show 


was “Chin Chin,” a smash at the 
Globe, doing $17,000. 





Police Inspector, Dwyer made a 
tour of Broadway dance places and 
warned them they must close at 12. 
Joel’s, 4lst street near 7th avenue, 
and the rendezvous showdom, 
continued to run all night, liquor 
license and all. 


or 








90 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 





New York Sun took display ad- 
vertising space in Clipper in a cir- 
culation building campaign. Ex- 
plaining its aims and ideals, I. W. 
England, the publisher, says: “The 
Sun hates injustice and rascality 
even more than it hates unnecessary 
words. It abhors frauds, pities fools 
and deplores nincompoops. It will 
continue through 1880 to chastise 
the first, instruct the second and 
discountenance the third.” Year 
subscription, postage paid, was $1. 





Johnny Dwyer and Paddy Ryan, 
leading heavyweight pugs, had been 
hanging on the edge of a match 
for months, each blaming the other 
for failure to meet. They came to- 
gether in a saloon, by chance, both 
drunk, and went to it without gate 
or referee. Ryan landed first, Dwy- 
er’s head hit a post and he went 
out for the count. 





Brown University had an ac- 
knowledged professional player on 
its ball team and the matter of a 
ruling came up in the collegiate 
sports conference. Brown voted for 
liberal policy, while Harvard and 
Yale held out for strict amateur 
conditions. Princeton sided with 
Brown in the dispute and it was 
believed Yale and Harvard would 
withdraw from the union. 





Coney Isiand Jockey Club pur- 
chased 100 acres of land on Sheeps- 
head Bay and started to build a 
fine race course. Site was near 
Manhattan Beach. Among the lead- 
ers in the project were James R. 
Keene, William K. Vanderbilt and 
August Belmont. , 





London prize ring mill go was re- 
ported as under “The Marquis of 
Queensberry rules” and Clipper 
challenges that term, observing that 
while His Lordship had put up vari- 
ous cups for boxers, he had had 
little to do with formulating the 
rules which bore his name. 


Variety’ NOT On the Pan—At Last 


By F. E. Kenny : 


(Managing Editor, Mt. Vernon Daily “Argus”) 





27. 
read 
pans 


Mt. Vernon, N. Y¥., Dec. 

I have been rather patient reading the wallops at “Variety.” I 

Sid Silverman's because they were at times amusing, but now the 
are beginning to get a little annoying. 





The squawks seemed to be concentrated in failure to jump page one 


yarns to the proper jump pages. Well, what of it? What sheet is free 





of that curse? Even the dear old “Times” does it. I have seen the 
“World” with jump lines on page one, “Continued from page one.” 
Many of us have worked over the stone, ordered the jumps and then 


read in the first run a spill on the turn. It’s simply a curse in make-up. 





Then the wallops about lateness in news. No one ever thinks to 
talk about the spot stuff that “Variety” turns up before the dailies and 
no one ever stops to remark about “Variety’s” manner of handling of 
stuff, without worrying about libel suits. And when “Variety” does run a 


late story the dailies still pick it up. 





Ask any column conductor what “Variety” means to him. If he is 
truthful, you will get a surprising report. Personally, when we have 
three sticks to go we turn to “Variety” and snatch this or that, al- 
though we usually slip a credit line acknowledging where we have pilfered 
our material. 

Take “Variety's” headline style. Full of punch and go. Who is there, 
struggling with a page one make-up, praying for a snappy streamer 
or at least a two column break, hasn’t lamented that he couldn’t use a 
head, “Variety” style? The same “Legs Minus,” head that Gooding 
squawked on, I read over to the copy desk and told the whole crowd 
that when they could dig up originality like that I would stop thinking 
about blue envelopes. 





The bulletin board in our den carries more samples from “Variety” for 
quick, flashy writing than any other rag. If every newspaperman would 
read “Variety” religiously, the head of the copy desk and we editors 
wouldn’t be everlastingly wondering whatthehell has become of all live 
wire reporters. “Variety” is an education in newspaper handling. 





Let’s get together on this thing and have a little harmony, as we say 
at the editorial conferences. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


The cast of “Escapade” expressed admiration for the gameness of Lou 
Tellegen, who was painfully burned when his bed caught afire in an 
Atlantic City hotel last week. The star fell asleep with a lighted cigar- 
ette in his hand. He was burned on one side from shoulder to knee. 

Tellegen was removed to the hospital Christmas morning and the ticket 
sale stopped. At 5 o’clock in the afternoon he insisted on going on and 
played out the week. It is stated that Christmas night Tellegen could 
barely speak his lines. A nurse was in attendance in his dressing room. 
“Escapade” opened in Newark Monday night. 











Flo Ziegfeld and William Anthony Maguire are icily polite to each other 
at present. It is probable that Maguire will write books for Zieggy’s 
shows as in the past, but the manager has filed a complaint with the 
Dramatists’ Guild against the author, saying the latter dodged writing 
a book for the musical version of “East Is West” and thereby gummed 
up his production schedule. 

At Christmas Zieggy telegraphed greetings to Maguire and added the 
hope that he wouldn’t cost any other manager as much money during 
the coming year. Maguire returned the greetings, then expressed the 
hope he’d collect the royalties due him from Zieggy by next Christmas. 





Most hopeful among legit appears to be those in the picture-backed 
musicals, “50 Million Frenchmen” and “Top Speed,” both sponsored by 
Warners. 

Though nothing definite has been announced by Warners, the mem- 
bers of the cast are holding to the belief that both shows will be 
transferréd to the screen with the same casts. Warner office reports 
that both shows will be made into film productions, but do not report 
when or the players to be used. ‘ 

Nevertheless, the people believe that since they are trained for the 
various parts, they will go into the film productions and so will get a 
chance to break into pictures without buffeting the hordes of hopefuls 
crowding the coast. 





Gilbert Miller expressed high anger when a daily printed that 
Gertrude Lawrence, appearing in “Candle Light” at the Empire, was 
withdrawing and rehearsing with Lew Leslie’s “International Revue.” 
The manager summoned a reporter from the daily, demanded a retrac- 
tion and indicated he would otherwise appeal to the publisher. The 
dramatic editor placed the matter before the managing editor, who 
ordered a resume of the matter instead of a retraction last Friday. 

Miss Lawrence is rehearsing with the revue, although she had not 
advised Miller. Seems the latter had told the star that “Candle Light” 
will shortly close instead of going on the road. Miss Lawrence has a 
run of the play contract, but assumed the notice freed her for another 
engagement. 

Under an agreement with A. H. Woods, who has the picture rights 
so Senna Light,” the show is to run 20 weeks in New York. It is in its 

th week. 





Schwab & Mandel are preparing their defense to the suit of Harry 
T. Hallahan, who alleges that “Good News” was copied from a play he 
wrote. 

Hallahan, in his action for an accounting of profits has named 
Schwab & Mandel, Robert Crawford and Buddy DeSylva as the de- 
fendants. Hallahan avers that in Feb., 1927, he copyrighted a play en- 
titled “Bad News” from which, he alleges, “Good News” was stolen. 
Hallahan seeks to show similarity between the plays such as the college 
prof who has a dislike for athletes and the football captain who goes in 
the game the last minute to win. 

Schwab & Mandel, through their attorney, Abner J. Rubien, says 
the suit is one of those things and an illustration of the old saying that 
every successful play has to defend at least one suit. Laurence Schwab 
declares Hallahan changed the title of his play from “Bad News” to 
“Good News,” after their musical comedy had opened. 





A good many actors are beginning to fear that they will become utterly 
inefficient and forget their professional technique because they never get 
a chance to work. Actors who were lucky enough to get a job in the 
beginning of the season are usually the ones to secure a second job. 
Those who started the season badly continue it so and are left com- 
pletely out of touch with the stage. Some endeavor to study at home, 
but the best training is gained on the stage. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Courts may declare arbitration illegal, but they can’t cramp the ine 
formal style of arbitration practiced on Los Angeles film row. When 
an exhib and an exchange manager get so mad they can’t or won't 
talk to each other, two or three members of the MPTO (now an 
Allied States member) talk over the situation with each party separately 
and usually succeed in straightening it out. 

One example is an exhib who wanted to cancel the remainder of a 
program because a prize release had been ballyhooed in his neighborhood 
by a rival three weeks before he could show it. Exhib refused to listen 
to any explanation or offer of adjustment, and virtually threw the 
exchange rep out of his house. This ired the exchange lad who then 
swore he would enforce the contract by law. The MPTO men got each 
party’s story and learned: That the advance date on the special hag 
been granted to a new management as a “grand opening” favor. That 
the houses were over a mile apart and in different districts, and that 
ordinarily there would be no direct competition, but the new manager 
had overspread his opening ballyhoo in his enthusiasm. 

It was straightened out by the exchange, having gotten its quota out of 
the opening run, giving the first exhib the picture for nothing in lieu 
of what prestige he may have lost in his own district because of the 
over-billing. 
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A couple of Fox recently added theatre circuits must have been doing 
some late worrying, with the reports of a receivership for Fox, under 
its trusteeship. These were the Interstate of Texas and the Midland of 
Kansas. Hoblitzelle and Schanberger were the worriers, 

Hoblitzelle’s deal had been ciosed, but with no money passing. He 
leased the Interstate houses to Fox on long terms, with a consideration 
of $1,750,000 not paid as yet either in Fox stock or cash. Had a receiver- 
ship gone in, the Interstate houses would have had to be included, with 
Hoblitzelle about the only one holding the bag. That was probably 
averted, however, despite the legal threat. 

With Schanberger, Fox stock had gone to him with a reported guaran. 
tee of 110 within 18 months, With Fox hitting as low as 20 last week, 
not so good, 

Some of the New York indies selling to Fox Metropolitan are said to 
have taken Fox stock in the transfer, likewise with a guarantee, reported 
at 105. 





At the Sheehan dinner in New York when portable equipment was em- 
ployed to project the Movietone speeches, it suggested that such a make- 
shift device as then used might become the talker equipment for the 
smaller independent picture houses unable to afford the much more ex- 
pensive standard equipment. At the Hotel Ambassador when the talk- 
ing reels unwound the throw was about 125 feet. Most of the smaller 
indies are inside of 75 feet across their orchestra or lower floor. 

A cable strand holding two wires ran alongside of one wall, from the 
booth to the screen at the dinner. Movietone subjects full feature size. 

Portable talker equipment in a theatre would bring up the question 
of service, of course, but in view of possible difference in cost, that 
might be gotten around. It is claimed that within three months aq port- 
able talker device will be on the market that can be placed in use any- 
where, including the home, without wiring required. 





Further evidence of the injection of, the big electrics into show 
business is contained in the decision of General Electric that its name, 
effective Jan. 1, will replace Cooper Hewitt with the Hewitt Electric 
Co., manufacturers of lights that are used extensively in picture studios. 

The company, although a subsidiary of G. E. for 10 years, has been 
known as the Cooper Hewitt Electric Co., G. E. and its name preferring 
to remain in the background. 

The Cooper Hewitt trade name for lights will be retained, but the 
company will be known as the General Electric Vapor Lamp Co. 





An uninvited mob raised havoc with the opening of Warners’ Beacon 
night before Christmas at Broadway and 74th. About 4,000 invitations 
had been mailed for the premiere of the 2,600-seat theatre, with the 
knowledge that not over one-quarter usually turn up. An answer was 
requested in the invitation. 

It seemed as though all of the mid-town section wanted to get into 
the theatre. People crowded around with no reasons, tickets or invita- 
tions, until those entitled to enter could not make their way through 
the cops or the crowd. Three or four of the pieture critics were unable 
to reach seats and left. 





The following day Spyros Skouras, the Warners’ general theatre op- 
erator of the Stanley chain, added the Beacon to his operating list. 

Acting on a protest from Universal, the Hays office is said to have sug- 
gested to Fox it discontinue the male newsreel speaker. Fox did so 
apparently, although Fox was reported receiving complaints from patrons 
against the introduction of spoken captions by an unseen talker on its 
Movietone newsreel. 

Universal is said to have first broached the scheme of a talking caP- 
tion for a newsreel, later engaging Graham McNamee to do it. Universal 
claiming the Fox use started after Fox had heard about U's intention. 





John Bond, legit, went west to break into talkers a year ago, He's 
been in five and never had his face on the screen. Current part is the 
voice for Chester Morris in the German dubbing of “Case of Sergeant 
Grischa” (Radio). 

Bond has been John Boles’ voice in “Rio Rita,” Joseph Schildkraut’s 
in “Show Boat,” Glen Tryon’s in “Broadway,” and Ben Lyons’ in “Lum- 
mux.” All in German, although Bond is a Swede. 





How a film booker for a pair of de luxe house operators, who recently 
sold out to a Chicago national chain, tried to get the Fox chain to employ 
this pair of erstwhile owners as theatre operators is a snfcker on the 
Avenue Wabash, 

Booker is reported to have gone to the head of the Fox exchange and 
asked him to use his influence to see if the pair of sellouts could cone 
nect with Fox. This after the pair had sold to a rival chain over Fox's 
bid. They were not hired. 





Lord, Thomas & Logan advertising agency is handling all of the ad 
vertising matter for the dailies of R-K-O and Radio Pictures. This 
recently went to the agency from the J. P. Muller office. The three-firm 
also takes care of advertising similarly for Metro and United Artists. It 
supplies copy and service, with B. Gallup (not Bruce of U. A.) im 


charge, with Jack Pegler first assistant. Pegler formerly was in the 
show business. 





Duff C. Law, Warner’s color camera expert, who was killed in an air- 

plane accident at Indianapolis last week, was formerly identified with 
Dr. Isador Kitsel, Philadelphia scientist and inventor of the origina 
formula of Technicolor. 

Before going with Warners, Law owned a half interest in Kitsel-Law 
Laboratories, which is also credited with having experimented with talk- 
ing pictures as far back as 1912. 

Since moving into the Warner building, First Nationalites have added 
knicknacks to their reception room on the fourth floor until it now looks 
like a small edition of the one they abandoned on Madison avenue. 

They're after that Ritz atmosphere, 





Makers of shorts, particularly of the two-reel talker comedies, have 
about reached the decision that low comedy is the best salesman. With 
that in mind, the producers may hustle for low comedy talent, in playing 
and writing. In the latter department, “writers” with good memories 





will be accepted as originals. 
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Macloons Promise “New Moon” 


Equity Cast Signed 


Jan. 18; Say 


Hollywood, Dee, 31. 

The MacLoons say they will open 
“New Moon” Jan. 18 at the Ma- 
jestic. Mrs. MacLoon declares she 
has completed the cast from Equity 
members in good standing and 
starts rehearsal this week behind 
locked dors. 

The casting was done at the Ma- 
gon theatre with guards all around 
to prevent the players from being 
intercepted. Scenery is being built 
at the Majestic and orders have 
been placed for costumes and shoes. 

Reports are current that Harry 
Chandler, publisher of the Times, 
is behind the MacLoons in their 
court battle against Equity. Chand- 
jer has run an open shop newspaper 
here ever since the dynamiting of 
the Times plant in 1910. 

It was also reported that Chand- 
ler is financially behind the Mac- 
Loons. However, this could not be 
confirmed from either party. 

MacLoon, who was in New Yoerk 
last week, was reported to also 
have obtained the Coast rights to 
“Strictly Dishonorable.” 

Injunction proceedings against 
Equity, instituted by the MacLoons, 
are due in the United States Dis- 
trict Court Jan. 6. 








Dulzell On Way 

Paul Dulzell, executive secretary 
for Equity, left New York for Los 
Angeles Sunday, carrying with him 
a voluminous folder on the numer- 
ous disputes between the Macloons 
and Equity. 

The damage and injunction suit 
of the Macloons, when continued at 
the request of the complainants, 
caused Equity to have one of its 
officials on the scene when the case 
is heard. On the way out Dulzell 
is reported having stated that 
Equity was and has been willing to 
arbitrate with the Macloons, but 
the latter refused and went into 
court. 

Charges against Lillian Albert- 
son (Mrs. Macloon) pend before 
Equity’s Council and are dated for 
hearing Jan. 7. Miss Albertson has 
not asked for a postponement nor 
has she signified her intention of 
coming to New York to defend the 
charges. 


$108 On Xmas Night 


Philadelphia, Dec. 31. 

“Thunder in the Air” at the Shu- 
herts’ Adelphi drew $108 on Christ- 
mas night. It did under $2,500 on 
the week. 

Philadelphia Professional Players, 
supposedly the operator of the the- 
atre, is said to be merely a name 
behind which are the Shuberts in 
another attempted aping of the 
Theatre Guild. 


British Plays Homebound 


“Many Waters” closes at the 
Times Square this week and will 
be shipped back to London. Arch 
Selwyn, who presented the show in 
association with Charles B. Coch- 
ran, decided the road would be too 
much of a hazard. 

The English show is costly to 
‘Operate back stage, requiring 33 
stage hands. “The }liddle Watch,” 
also an English success, offered 














earlier by the same managers, was 
Similarly sent back. = 





Fay Marbe Suing 


Two svits have been filed in the 
New York Supreme Court by Fay 
Marbe. No papers are on record 
except notices of trial. 

One action is against the Pru- 
dence Pictures Corp. and the other 
against Samuel Zierler. 

Miss Marbe is co-starred in the 
only talker Prudence and Zierler 
have made to date. 


Helen White’s Break 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Helen White, stage, brought here 
by Universal for one picture, 
“Dames Ahoy.” clicked enough to 
farn a one year’s meal ticket with 
options. 


No assignment yet for her next. 


AL LEWIS’ PLAY 


Al Lewis may resume as a legit 














Producer. He is still with the Fox 
*rganization, with no mention of 
Withdrawal. 

Lewis is to present a play for 
Which he has held the rights for 
Several years. Script was recently 
tewritten. 





bi 





Chorus Boy Falls In 





Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 

It happens all the time in 
fiction. 

One of the chorus boys in 
“Oh Susanna,” at the Mayan, 
was plucked from the line and 
given a real part with a couple 
of solos. 

Name’s George Burton. 

When playing bits in Christie 
comedies he was known as 
George George. 











REPORT ‘TIMES’ CRUSADE 
AGAINST TICKET GOUGE 


The New York Times is prepar- 
ing to enter into a campaign against 
ticket speculation on Broadway, 
particularly against unreasonably 
huge prices, not only in the regu- 
lar agencies but in the hotel stands. 
It is reported the daily was invited 
to co-operate with a group of man- 
agers who recently conferred on the 
problem, and that the _ editorial 
heads agreed the time was pro- 
pitious for such a movement. 

The campaign, it is understood, is 
to be a sustained one. Other dailies 
have campaigned against the high 
prices of tickets for favored at- 
tractions, with a generally negative 
result. 

Ticket agencies are said to be 
flourishing this season despite the 
limited number of attractions and 
a proportionately small number of 
successes. Brokers have been mak- 
ing buys in about the same num- 
ber as formerly, but with fewer 
attractions the chances of being 
forced to make buys on mediocre 
shows are lessened. Despite that, 
they have been stuck on at least 
a half dozen buys. : s 








Stock Purchase Plan 
In L. A. Lacks Support 


Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 

Tough going for Ruth Rennick’s 
stock selling idea. Aside from the 
players’ reluctancy to take part sal- 
ary in stock, the public has shown 
little interest in her productions. 
Latest to go under is “The Power of 
Love,” her second at the Actors’ 
theatre. It foldef after one perform- 
ance, Christmas night, when only 
$100 went to the box office. 

Previous effort was “The Passing 
of the Third Floor Back,” with 
Henry Walthall in the lead. This 
played three weeks to biz not so 
good. Players’ salary was some 
cash and more stock, with the lat- 
ter proving good wall paper. 

Miss Rennick’s idea of survival 
was the selling of shares in Ruth 
Rennick Players, Inc., at $100 per, 
with the buyers getting five $1.50 
seats for $5. This called for five 
plays. Now she is offering to sell 
her lease on the theatre, which has 
a year to go. 





Next Music Box Revue 


Sam H. Harris is passing up 
Palm Beach this season. Having 
leased his house there, he will leave 
for the Coast this week. 

He has no definite plans for en- 
tering pictures, but will be the 
guest of Joseph Schenck. One pur- 
pose of the Coast trip is to confer 
with J;+ing Berlin who is to write 
an intirsate revue for the Music 
Box, New York. 

Show dated for next summer. 





White Cutting Down 


With “Scandals” reported soon 
closing in New York, 
White is starting to cut the. over- 
head down for the road by releas- 
ing a number of acts from the 
show. 

First batch to go are Ted and 
Sally, Jack White and _ Ernest 
Charles. Each received two-week 
notice last week. 





Dunning May Go West 


Phil Dunning, dramatist, may go 
| Hollywood studio writing. He is re- 
| ported about to accept 
|made by Universal. 

Dunning’s show experience takes 
in every branch of the theatre and 
istage excepting pictures. 





an offer | 
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WINTER GARDEN GOING 
BACK TO SHUBERTS 


Winter Garden, New York, play- 
ing Warner pictures under Warner 
house direction, is reported as al- 
most certain of being turned back 
to the Shuberts when the Warners 
epen their new Hollywood theatre 
at 5ist street and Broadway, 

The withdrawal of the Warners 
will put a nice hole in the Shubert 
returns 








unless they can dig up 
some other concern that will stand 
|\for the same rental terms as the 
Warners are paying now and that 
is almost an impossibility consid- 
ering what the indies would have 
|to produce to meet the demands. 

The Warners have the Garden on 
a 50-50 basis with the Shuberts, 
plus a weekly guarantee rental of 
$7,000. 

Without another producing film 
eoncern regarded as financially un- 
able to attempt a similar rental on 





spec, the Shuberts will either be 
|forced to rent talkers or restore 
their former musical regime. Re- 


sumption of stage musicals is not 


likely, as the Shuberts will not 
dump $175,000 or more into legit 
producing for one show, in the face 
of present and better presentments 
on Broadway. 

The Garden as a picture house 
made box office history. Warners 
hopped to it on terms considered 
suicidal at that time for even as- 
piring film promoters, Warners 
were on the verge of putting over 
talkers on an amazing scale, al- 
though they had no idea at the 
time that the Garden and the talker 
project would pan out as it did. 

Warners considered the Garden 
rental part publicity gag. Although 
the first Warner talker there was 
Jolson’s, The Warners opening it 
in 1927, with “The Jazz Singer.” 
Jolson in a talker back in the house 
where he had long been regarded as 
the Shuberts stage ace meal ticket. 


$300,000 ist Year 


The Shuberts received as their 
share on the first year of the War- 
ner holding, $300,000 net, an amount 
enabling the Shuberts to make pos- 
sible a profit balance in their state- 
ment, 

RKO is reported as about the only 
interest that could come close to 
standing for the tap of $7,000 rental 
plus a sharing term, but RKO or 
any other interest would find that 
$7,000 with the Garden the lowest 
overhead theatre in investment or 
rental for the Shuberts of any on 
Broadway, straight rental alone a 
stumbling block. 

RKO is now pretty well in- 
trenched along Broadway with the 
Globe, now playing Radio pictures 
on a grind; the Carroll, under lease, 
as well as the opening of the Co- 
lumbia (now Mutual burlesque) at 
47th and 7th as a grind RKO pic- 
ture house next September. 

Picture producing has changed 
since the Warners figured a pub- 
licity angle at the Garden as worth 
any price back in 1927. 

The opening of the new Holly- 
wood will likely occur around 
March 1, when the Warners will 
/make that one their ace and drop 
|the Garden. 


Lucille May Do “Linco!n” 
If She Secures Bankroll 


Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 

Lucille LaVerne has a yen to play 
Abraham Lincoln, principally for 
| pictures. Since returning from play- 
ling Shylock in “The Merchant of 
|Venice” abroad, Miss LaVerne has 
ibeen out here angling for, screen 
| work. 

Report is that she recently donned 
ia beard to make application for the 

















George | Lincoln assignment, but the film 


lexecs weren’t convinced. Now, ac- 
leording to the story, Miss LaVerne 
jis anxious to do a stage version of 
the famous President and seeks a 
bank roll. 





Scandinavia’s Theatre 
Finally Making Profit 


Oslo, Dec. 17. 

National here, only national the- 
atre in Scandinavia, is finally evi- 
dencing a small surplus. 

It is the result of a reduction in 
ithe overhead amounting to about 
500 kronen (little over $100) nightly. 

Heretofore the National suffered 
j heavy financial difficulties. 


| 
| 
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Drama Critics Percentages 








Publicity vs. Talent 





Indications are that Broad- 
way managers may be prepar- 
ing an eye-for-an-eye cam- 
paign against Hollywood. More 
from necessity, perhaps, than 
by choice, but the New York 
managers are evidently fish- 
ing for film femme names to 
bolster receipts. This is re- 
gardless of the talent of the 
individual involved, 

Eastern idea seems to be to 
cash in on that picture public- 
ity. 

One Manhattan musical im- 
presario preparing a show is 
recently reported to have told 
an agent, “Listen, if I've got to 
pay real coin for a girl, I'll get 
one from pictures.” 

And the idea seems to be 
spreading. 


[JOE HOWARD'S GARRICK 
| CHICAGO, FOR REVIVALS 


Chicago, Dec. 31. 
With dark houses staring the 
Shuberts in the face locally on the 
last half of this season, they have 
turned the Garrick over to Jos. E. 
Howard, composer and vaude single 
act, who will produce his own mu- 
sical revivals on the usual per- 
centage basis with the Shuberts. 
Howard, Chicago legit standby in 
the old days, when he operated for 
Mort Singer at the La Salle, in- 
tends to run the Garrick on a cut 
rate $2 top plan, figuring his aver- 
age weekly overhead around $4,500. 
First of Howard’s revivals will be 
“Time, Place and Girl,” with Beppi 
de Vries as star. Will open around 
Feb. 1. 




















Bushman Nabbed Again; 
Bum Checks This Time 


Chicago, Dec. 31. 


Local constables arrested one 
Robert Bushman, alias Franklyn, 
alias Paris, alias Parrish, and 
hauled him off to Sandusky, O., 


where he was lodged in the Brie 
County jail on charge of defrauding 
an innkeeper, 

Bushman was in that town with 
the Tooley stock, which stranded 
two weeks ago, and before he left 
he plastered the town with bum 
checks. Sloane hotel went after 
him with a $55 room bill and $180 
worth of rubber scrivening. Bush- 
man had been in Chi for some time, 
passing himself off as the youngest 
son of Francis X. Busman. Informa- 
tion from the coast states Bushman 
has no son here, 

Last year Bushman was _ sen- 
tenced to 70 days in jail at Lansing, 
Mich., on charge of misrepresenta- 
tion and obtaining money under 
false pretenses. He chiseled money 
out of Equity by posing as Robert 
Franklyn, member in good standing. 
This impostor has used various 
other names, particularly Robert 
Paris and Robert Parrish. 


Coast Shoestringers 


Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 


L. A. is hosting about a dozen al- 
leged N. Y. producers who are 
ready to produce if they can get 
theatres. They start by offering 
the owners of theatres anything 
from buttons to a grand a week for 
rent and end up by wanting to buy 
the theatre. So far a rubber check 
for $75 is the nearest to cash any 
has brought to the surface. 

They all have the coast rights to 
unheard of pieces and want to do 
things in a big way. One turned 
|} down on a production came back 
with the proposition that he had a 
nice animal picture taken in Africa 
that he would run on percentage. 











Pay Cut, Then Out 


Hollywood, Dec. 31 

Gloria Grey and Mervin Williems 
filed claim with Equity for cuts 
|taken in their “Bad Babies” salary 
;a few days before they were given 
i'their notices by George Scar- 
| borough. 
The actors say they accepted 
'a 33%% cut for one week, later 
| discovering it applied to run of the 
‘play. Three days after accepting 
the cut they received two weeks’ 
| notice, they aver. 
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(Continued from Page One) 

At the half-way mark in “Va- 
riety’s” seventh season box score on 
dramatic critics, Walter Winchell, 
former actor and on the “Mirror,” 
cops first honors in play-review- 
ing, one of his incidental chores on 
the tab daily. 

Winchell catches somewhat fewer 
shows than the rest of the review- 


' . 

| ers because of the peeve against 
him by the Shuberts and a couple 
of other producers, but otherwise 


he has general entry. 

A three-way tie for first place 
between Winchell, Gilbert Gabriel 
and John Mason Brown that exist- 
ed at the last tabulation was bro- 
ken when Gabriel slumped behind 
and Winchell nosed out Brown. 
Latter has .909, excellent on any 
basis of figuring and particularly 
distinguished for a newcomer to 
criticism. 

Robert Garland, third, and the 
only intervening number between 
.909 and .792, is holding to a brisker 
| pace than since representing the 
| ‘“Telegram” at first nights. He is 
| one of six reviewers thus far un- 
| Smudged by no opinions. 
It is probably again pertinent to 
pexplain “‘Variety’s” method of com- 
puting its box score percentages. A 
minimum 12-week run is accepted as 
the boundary over which a show 
must pass to be classified as a suc- 
cess, moderate or full-fledged as the 
case may be. At the conclusion of 
last year’s box score it was decided 
that starting with this season “Va- 
riety” would advance its bogey to 
17 weeks as it was felt many shows 
were sneaking under the fence at 
the lower time ruling. However, the 
12-week measurement is retained as 
since then it has become apparent 
the opposition of dialog pictures is 
now a factor that must be figured. 

Shows are flopping quicker, are 
harder to force and cut rates and 
hook-ups are not ag potent as they 
once were with .the Broadway le- 
gits. Hence it is figured that under 
present conditions a 12-week ac- 
complishment on Broadway is a 
substantial test for any troupe and 
except where shows continue com- 
monwealth or by other devices 
“Variety” will take 12 weeks as its 
footrule. 

“Variety” itself is faltering at the 
guessing business as it becomes in- 
creasingly hard to peg ’em. Shows 
which in ordinary seasons would 
click fall by the wayside or start 
big and then collapse, For a trade 
paper supposed to be wised up to 
all the angles 13 errors against 86 
correct surmises is less than scin- 
tillating, although there is no rea- 
son for violent blushes. ’ 

A. K’s are making plenty of bum 
predictions for “Variety” so the 
rising generation can’t be entirely 
blamed. And don’t some of those 
reviews come awfully close to no 
opinions? In “Variety,” mind you. 

It will be noticed, that despite 
altered box office conditions around 
Times Square, the statistics follow 
precedent pretty carefully. There 
are generally about 200 plays pro- 
duced on Broadway annually and at 
the half-way post “Variety” lists 
99. This does not include an un- 
usually large crop of revivals around 
so far this season. 

Mid-season score is inclusive of 
hits and flops all attractions, cur- 
rent or departed, being graded as 
one or the other. Of the 99 shows 
that have come in 24 have success 
rating. In other words the usual 
three flops for one hit ratio. 


WEDDING, SOCK, PART, 
DIVORCE IN SEVEN DAYS 


Chicago, Dec. 31. 

Donn Wermuth got married one 
day last month, and seven days 
later discovered he wasn’t married 
any longer. Donn Wermuth, com- 
pany manager of “Follow Thru”, fell 
for Peggy Thomas of the chorus 
and they were wed. 

Donn got sore, however, when 
Peggy showed her affection the day 
following by socking him over the 
head with a walking stick and so 
squawked in a divorce complaint, 
which he ran out and filed. Peggy 
didn’t contest the suit, so Donn is 
once more on the loose. Neither 
had previously been married, and 
both feel they have added some- 
thing to their education. 

Polly Walker Returns 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Polly Walker, brought here by 
|Radio for “Hit the Deck,” goes to 
New York Jan. 1 to return to the 
'stage. 
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Publisher Shcots 

Bullets flew in the Palais de Jus- 
tice, Paris, during the appeal trial 
of Pierre Lardet, former publisher 
of “Libre Parole Republicaine,” sued 
for libel and slander by Louis Jal- 
les, whom he sought to kill. When 
Jalles, only grazed by one of several 
bullets, exclaimed, “I’m shot,” the 
publisher turned the gun on himself 
and attempted suicide. He is crit- 
ically hurt, at this writing, while his 
adversary is fully recovered. Jalles 
was previously given a verdict for 
damages the result of his 
suit but the publisher appealed 


as 





Paris Press Club 
Henry (Hank) Wales, Chicago 
“Tribune,” is new president of the 
Anglo-American Press Club of Paris. 
John Pollock (London “Morning 
Post’), and Ralph Heinzen (UP), 
are the British and American vice- 
presidents, the latter accepting the 
v. p. after refusing nomination for 
the presidency. Re-elected are 
Smith Reavis and G. Langelaan, 

both AP, as sec. and treas, 
Executive committee, equally di- 
vided to British and American 
contingents, comprises (American): 


as 


Fred Abbott (International News 
Service): Joseph Sharkey (AP); 
Samuel Dashiell (UP); Bertram J 
Perkins (Fairchild Pubs.); (Brit- 


ish): George Slocombe (London 
“Daily Herald’); W. J, Deeth (Cen- 
tral News); David Scott (London 
“Times”); Andre  Glarner 
change Telegraph’’). 


A Laugh in Law 


That sew book, play and film 
censorship bill now before the Mas- 
sachusetts. legislature, to be par- 
ticularly applied to Boston, was 
suggested by Elliott Paul, the 
novelist, 


Its strongest point is that where 
a book is judged obsene, the author 
and publisher may be prosecuted 
but not the book-seller. Until now 
just the reverse. Also, if any word 
or group of words in any one book 


Literati 


RITZY 


The Palm Beach season is well 
under way. At the Breakers are 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Reade and Joe 
Leblang. Mrs. J. Philip Benkard is 
visiting Mrs. Dodge Sloane. Mrs. 
Benkard, originally Anne Ditchburn, 
was a musical comedy prima donna 


books containing the same word or 
words be suppressed, too. 

A laugh is that in the examina- 
tion for a censor, among other 
things he or she be required to sub- 
mit to the health authorities “sat- 
isfactory evidence of normal sex ex- 











libel | 


(‘Ex- | 


perience.” 'as Anne Swinburne, and her first 
a ‘husband was the late Rudolph 

Mencken in Paris Schirmer, music publisher. William 

H. L. Mencken, he of the Amer- Rhinelander’ Stewart, society mil- 
merk, is in Paris for his old Balti- lionaire, who knows so many show 
lmore Sunpaper, to cover the naval people, is, with his sister, Princess 
idisarmament conference. He'll re- Miguel de Braganza, stopping with | 


i Charles A. Munn. 


| 


} 


turn to his desk Feb. 20. 


Paramount Box Holders 

| Most of last season’s boxholders 
at the Paramount theatre, Palm 
Beach, have renewed their subscrip- 
An- 


Actor’s Ex-Wife 
Ruth Rankin, writing at 
Tiffany and in private life Mrs. Ar- 
{thur Rankin, but that to be remedied | 


scenario 





jas soon as the court gets around | tions, including Mr. and Mrs. 
lto the decree nisi, is giving the low- | thony J. Drexel Biddle, Jr., Mr. and 
| down on being an actor’s wife in | Mrs. Edward F. Hutton, Mr. and 
Hollywood, in a_ story, “Actor’s | Mrs, J. Leonard Replogle and Mr. 
| Ex-Wife,” printed next month in a land Mrs. James R. Donahue. Mr. 
| magazine. | Biddle married the heiress daughter 
qmemnennicbniad lof the late Benjamin N. Duke, to- 
| Catholic Motion Picture Guild} bacco magnate, after which he 
lintends to lift its “Guild News” started making a splurge. Mr. Hut- 
from the house organ class and ton married the enormously rich 
eg out after circulation. Same}! Marjorie Post, who had divorced 
|editorial and business’ staff under Edward B. Close. Her wealth comes 


\from Postum and Post Toasties. The 
| Huttons are intimate friends of the 
|Florenz Ziegfelds. Mr. Donahue 
married the heiress daughter of the 
tor’s daily boxed squib would llate Frank W. Woolworth, who di- 
dropped from the New York) vided with her sister, Mrs. Charles 
| “American” at end of this month | E. F. McCann, the 5-10 store mil- 
made it appear the squibs were | lions. Mrs. Donahue was once mys- 
| ghost-written by Nat Dorfman, p. a. | teriously robbed at the Hotel Plaza 
Cantor is writing the squibs him- |of jewels valued at $683,000. 


self. 


new policy. 
On Eddie’s Own Corona 
Report printed that Eddie Can- 


be 


About Antoinette Perry 





London As It Looks — 


By Hannen Swaffer 





. _ London, Dec, 29. 
No fewer than 20 Christmas productions were rehearsed for London, 
children’s plays, from “Peter Pan” to “The Windmill Man” and “Treas. 
ure Island,” and all sorts of pantomimes, this in addition to what are 














~ 

Peet’s “Christmas Jeer” 
Creighton Peet, who was film 
critic of the New York Evening 
Post until his adjectives got too ex- 
pressive, sent out unique Christmas 
greetings in the form of a make- 
shift phamphlet satirizing Russian 


pictures. 
Under a snapshot of a house cat 
peacefully snoozing appears. the 


caption: “Santa Claus, sinister and 


| have 


The most exaggerated statements 
been published concerning 
Margaret Perry since this talented 
daughter of Antoinette Perry step- 
ped into the Muriel Kirkland role 
in “Strictly Dishonorable,” and 
made a hit. Antoinette, who was 
on the stage for many years, is as- 
sociated with Brock Pemberton in 
this play. Since then one has read 
that Margaret is “heiress to $1,000,- 











(Centinued on page 53) 








is held to be indecent, all other | (Continued on page 53) 
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i‘here are still three more articles in 
‘ais widely discussed series, in which 
troadway folk give their views on 
the why of successful and unsuccess- 
ful shows: 


In The Telegram on Thursday, 
January 2, Samuel Spewack discusses 
the Theatre Guild. In Friday’s 
Telegram he interviews David Be- 
lasco; in Saturday’s Telegram, Ken- 
neth MacGowan. If you are in- 
terested in the future of the theatre 
you will find it worth your while to 
follow this series. 


Read it TNUPSCQy, Friday, 


and Saturday in the New York 


ELEGRAM 


A Scripps-Howard Newspaper 































called “hardy annuals,” that is “Charley’s Aunt,” “When Knights Were 
Rola” and “The Private Secretary.” It is extraordinary how always, for ‘ 
Christmas, old - brought to London merely in order that, for a tro 
-ear afterv’s: 4 go round the country again advertising, “From 
the So-and-So theatre, London.” ; 
“Charley’s Aunt” must be one of the worst farces ever written. That tre 
is why people think it funny. “The Private Secretary” is not so bad, §o ga 
it is not so successful. Thank heavens, Christmas comes but once a 
lyear—or we might have to see “Charley's Aunt” twice, ” 
| A Japanese Hero Comes Back life 
| “Typhoon” has been revived after 16 years or thereabouts, this time shi 
| with Dennis Neilson Terry in the part that Laurence Irving, who once ins 
lcalled Alan Dale “a blob of scum,” made his reputation. For years, they ag 
laccused Irving of imitating his father. tio 
About the time of “Typhoon,” in which Irving played the part: of a se 
Japanese with great passioh and, yet, with great restraint, they: began wi 
to take him seriously. He ‘was drowned on the Empress of Ireland. with tic 
his wife, Mabel Hackney. . pr 
Young Dennis is not so impressive as Irving was, but he gives a very , 
| Sood performance. oe 
It was this. play that made me fear the Japanese. You began to feel Th 
they were going to conquer the earth one day. op 
James Agate on Radio - 
| There has been a row in London over broadcasting dramatic criticisms 
of plays.. Managers, objecting to what James Agate had been saying ine 
junited in a protest. Then they seem to have come to terms, although as 
the managers and the BBC do not agree as to what the terms are. cu 
I listened in, for the first time, to James Agate the other night. He ws 
spoke chiefly about “The School for Scandal” and I thought he gave a sic 
most intelligent and interesting talk, one which certainly would send de 
people to sée Sheridan’s play. Th 
Who would believe, seeing “The School for Scandal,” by the way, that 
Sheridan wrote it when he was 26? It rather puts in a proper perspective 
the raving over Noel Coward and Ivor Novello. to 
Sheridan. left off playwrighting, I believe, when he was 28, and. then an 
became a statesman. His three plays, “The Rivals,” “The School for if 
Scandal” and “The Critic,” all remain. Even his speech in the War- as 
ren Hastings trial does not rank beside the writings of his earlier days to 
when, unknown to anybody, he was a great dramatist. : Gi 
Yet, even when he wrote “The School for Scandal,” an article attacked th 
it in the “London Magazine” on the ground of its cynicism and said it ar 
was “a danger to youth.” Sounds like my writings of today about bis 
‘Sirocco. 
tec 
Free Speeches by the Dozen : 
Do they make critics in New York go out and make speeches every yes 
week? I am just off to talk at a Ham Bone Club dinner, while I am a 
writing tonight accepting invitations to debate with Sir John Reith, _ 
head of the British Broadcasting Company, cn broadcasting at the Cam- heh 
bridge Union, and also agreeing to debate dramatic criticism with Sir rae 
Nigel Playfair on Jan. 26 at the Arts Theatre Club. On Dec. 27 I speak =~ 
at the annual dinner of the Indian Students’ Y. M. C. A. pe 
On your side, I suppose, you get paid for jobs like this. Here they iy 
worry me all day to go and speak to them. Two days ago I addressed sir 
a meeting at the Wigmore Hall when a crusade for the arts was launched. gi 
Rosita Forbes and Flora Le Breton talked a lot of tripe, which I had to “0 
correct, and then Commander Oliver Locker-Lampson, M.P., said we Fis 
ought to have a minister of fine arts. I quite agree. It is a good job be 3 
for George Robey. What nonsense they talk. Blah blah is the rule. _ 
Yet I find that if I stand up and say two or three words of truth the 
audience always bursts forth with applause. Really, I am almost the only 
one who ever blurts out a word of fact. Pretending that vice is virtue 
is not truth. It is merely a form of self-justification, 
London Cheers for Grossmith | 
It is nice to bé told that George Grossmith is going to take such a by 
prominent part in the film life of your country. Indeed, the fact that he Mc 
has been engaged to write, produce and act for Fox prompts one of th 
London’s editorial writers to say that “It is important news only if Mr. se 
Grossmith has the courage of his own wit and attainments. It will qu 
always be a puzzle to the ordinary man and woman why a man of Mr. in' 
Grossmith’s mental stature should ever have endured some of the feeble sp 
lines and situations forced on him by the playwrights of today. Ww 
‘oi tae te world is crying out for leadership, It will never get it unless 
e Mr. Grossmith will abide by their own standards of judgment Kz 
and not accept the inanities and superstitions which dominate the cellu- Er 
loid world.” Bl 
FP ge ne gz is an intelligent criticism of the present standard of ‘ 
: . oubt very much whether even Mr. Grossmith’s “mental stature” Be 
is aor enough to deal with the problem. After all, he used to write tit 
ae comedy himself I do not remember that it was any better -_ 
A] , 7 Ye << e 
wdtenianrpae hiss ER ELT ee cane nce ee a 
paper writer takes him seriously. ee ee ee ~ 
a < 
Paviowa Goes on Dancing . - 
eaburb, aa abe aie and take neatiy Saws break ieee eet 
Ail aieusd the Haipeiend Geeeies ee ee ee Hi 
scores of costly motor cars Soses poser Saviows Sweex, her? ae fe: 
St the bes ofiee . ple were actually scrambling for seats Ge 
Spain, returning to the E ge Fir Bournemouth: Before ‘touring ™ 
It gives you an idea ot. wank Parvin poser ter even wi 
for his first provincial tour. iaghileff could have done had he lived “ 
: o PNAS Brace ye es y = Bo 
tw 
| PASADENA TRYOUT: Mi M Nul ’ D f ult ] 
Los Angeles, Dec. 31. ISS C ty S € a Die 
“Down With Wimmen,” juvenile ae tee De 
comedy by Emerson Tracy and Rex Complaint against Dorothy Mc- are 
Smith, will be tried out by the|Nulty, formerly of “Follow Thru” ter 
Pasadena Community Players Jan, |} but cast for the “9.15 Revue,” have ‘ 
27 with Tracy in the lead. Jobyna | been filed with Equity by Ruth Sel- co! 
Ralston, Norma Peck and Kenneth| Wyn. Miss McNulty was given 4 E. 
Gamut in cast. run-of-the-play contract for the Ca 
Rowland and Pearce may produce | revue, but failed to appear at re- “ 
it for Los Angeles. hearsals. She called at Mrs. Sel- by 
a eee Rae cae wyn’s office last week, saying ts ‘ 
had changed her mind and didn’ 
COAST TROUP CLAIM think she would be geod in the “ 
Los Angeles, Dec. 31. show. a 
Harold Ormiston, stage carpenter, Miss McNulty is married to 5. H. Ne 
filed salary claims with the state | Ferguson, cornetist in Abe Lyman® int 
labor commission amounting to $800 | band, which went west for 4 coast lat 
against John Hill, James Norval | engagement. Because of the bands > 
and Dr. Montrose Bernstein, own-| western booking Miss McNulty 1s : 
ers of a road company of “The|reported having decided to travel int 
neg Page,” which blew up in Spo- | there, too, with a picture ens@s©- 
cane, 


ment in mind. 
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Girls of Theatre With Troubles; 
Annoyingly Expected to Act Wild 


Girls on Broadway have their 
troubles. 


Thev 
treated. 


consider themselves ill- 


Any time stage girls are 


gathered together, complaints fill | 


the air. 

The ordinary 
life and the business of finding work 
should be enough care, but the girls 
insist their profession is used 
against them. The mere classifica- 
tion as show girl or chorus girl 
seems to carry a dizzy significance 
with it to a number of people, par- 
ticularly those unfamiliar with the 
profession. 

The girls say they are expected to 
act wild and it is very annoying. 
They finally take for granted the 
opinion that some people have of 
them, but resent it. 

They don’t get a fair break they 
insist, because, to be considered very 
nice, they must behave more cir- 
cumspectly than non-professional 
women. Actions that would be con- 
sidered cute with a debutante are 
detrimental to professional girls. 
They can’t get away with anything. 

Cabaret Girls 


The newspapers are always. ready 
to seize upon professional women 
and print lurid stories about them. 
If they get into court or are called 
as witnesses in a case, there seems 
to be some prejudice against them. 
Girls who are in motion pictures get 
the best break, while cabaret girls 
are the worst off. Pictures being 
big business offer some sort of pro- 
tection, the girls believe. 


People in the profession are also 
only too ready to besmirch a girl’s 
reputation if they can, the girls 
claim. The first thing an agent will 
try to do, if a girl has a complaint 
about his business dealings with 
her, is to dig up some information 
about her personal character which 
will discredit her. This trick is car- 
ried out to a ridiculous extent. A 
girl recently sued ap agent for car- 
fare for a cancelled engagement and 
the agent tried to get some informa- 
tion about her that would reflect 
upon her character. 


Future Plays 


“Zweimal Oliver,’ German opus 
by Georg Kaiser, whose “From 
Morn to Modnight” was done by 
the Theatre Guild in New York 
Several years ago, has been ac- 
quired by Tom Van Dycke. Latter 
intends producing the piece in 
spring after adaptation is done by 
Wm. A. Drake. 


“The Dishonored Lady,” with 
Katherine Cornell, blows into the 
Empire Feb. 3. Fred Tilden and 
Blythe Daly are among the cast. 


“The Plutocrat,” dramatization of 
Booth Tarkington’s novel of same 
title, is set as next for Lyle Andrews 
and R. H. Burnside. Dramatiza- 
tion has been made by Arthur Good- 
rich, with piece scheduled for re- 
hearsal next week. 


John Leffler, who quit legit pro- 
ducing to accept post of general 
manager with Lewis Gensler, is 
returning to producing on his own. 
His first will be “The Oldest Pro- 
fession,” dramatization of the 
George Foster novel of same title, 
with S. N. Behrman commissioned 
to make the adaptation. 


Shubert’s “Dear Old England,” 
with an all-English cast, featuring 
Edward Rigby, comes into the 
Booth, New York, Jan. 20 after 
two weeks in Philadelphia. 


Lew Cantor has acquired a new 
Dlay by Barry Connors called “Her 
Delicate Condition,” and is looking 
round for a cast. Title probably 
tentative, 


“Tower of Mystery,” formerly 
contemplated for production by A. 


E. Riskin, will be produced by Lew 
Cantor. 


“Boundary Line” to be produced 
by Jones and Green. 


“Ditches and Dreams,” starring 
George Jessel, went into rehearsal 
this week, with John Golden as pro- 
ducer. It bows in at the Broad, 
Newark, N. J., Jan. 20, and follows 


into the Golden, New York, a week 
later, 


hardships of stage 





“Everything’s Jake” has gone 
into rehearsal as next for the Thea- 
tre Assembly, and opens three weeks 
hence at the Asse mbly, formerly the 
Princess, New York. 





ss 
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‘CRIME DOES NOT PAY’ 
PLAYED BY PRISONERS 


Wilmington, Del., Dec. 31. 


county workhouse, famed for its 
whipping post dungeon, staged a 
drama, “Crime Does Not Pay,” at 


Piece, presenting what was proudly 
declared to be an authentic cross- 
section of New York gang life, was 
authored by a convict and was pre- 
sentell by the prisoners on their 
own volition as part of a lengthy 
Christmas program. 

Novelty of the play attracted at- 
tention and resulted in a large 
crowd at the prison. No outsider 
had a hand in the thing, direction 
being done by Steve Jankovic, pris- 
oner. No discrimination between 
lifers and short-termers was shown 
in selecting the cast. Heroes were 
detectives, police lieutenants and 
newspaper reporters. Paris Carpen- 
ter scored as a woman shoplifter. 

Non-convict part of the audience 
was impressed by the realistic ef- 
fects achieved in settings and un- 
derworld patter. Opinion was ex- 
pressed that drama was staged as 
suggestive campaign for more lib- 
eral distribution of pardons, 
this is denied. ; 

Preceding the play negro inmates 
presented a variety program. This 
included a singing and dancing 
sketch, “Bashful Baby,” with a 
Harlem cabaret as the scene. Half 
the negro players were costumed as 
women. 





IRISH PLAYERS’ STATUS 


Little 





Equity Classes Them as 
Theatre Group 





Equity has called a truce in its 
various wrangles with the Irish 
Theatre by classifying the outfit as 
a little theatre group and abrogat- 
ing usual bond posting. 

Players, all members of Equity, 
have been in sans usual bond pro- 
tection and playing on percentage. 
Equity attempted to establish a 


management was unable to meet 
demands and cast was willing to 
stick on commonwealth basis with- 
out bond, Equity permitted rehear- 
sals of “Playboy of the Western 
World” to continue, insisting, how- 
ever, that cast must be 100% Equity 
and all in good standing. 





Ro ce’s F risco Musical 
y 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 


Edward Royce vetoed any out-of- 
town tryout of the operetta, “Bam- 
bina,” and it will open at the Cur- 
ran, San Francisco, Jan. 12, with a 
dress rehearsal the only prelimi- 
nary. It is presented by Daniel C. 
Blum, Inc. 

Cast of 59 includes Nancy Wel- 
ford, Marie Wells, Laurel Nemeth, 
Fred Graham, Ernest Wood, Russell 
Scott, Hedley Hall, Al. St. John, 
Wilbur Evans and Peter Pope. 
Marjorie Moore is premiere dans- 
euse. Margaret Oliver, Victoria 
Alden, Lorayne Du Val and Eve- 
lyn Deffon are show girls with lines. 
Dancing and singing chorus of 12, 
with 16 girls and 16 men in the song 
ensembles. 

Books, lyrics and words are by 
Myrta Bel Wooster, 





Miss Barrymore’s Denial 


Ethel Barrymore in a wire from 
Pittsburgh denied she had had any 
differences with the Shuberts over 
the engaging of casts for her play. 

Miss Barrymore stated that since 
with the Shuberts she had received 
the right to choose her own play- 
ers and to preduce and choose her 
own plays. 

Miss Barrymore stated it was at 
her request “Scarlet Sister Mary” 
was postponed until next season. 





High-Scaled Premieres 


Monday night “Wake Up and 
Dream” at the Selwyn, New York, 
had a $22 priced opening. 

The same evening the Eddie Dow- 
ling talker’s premiere at the Cohan, 
was scaled at $11. Latter meant an 





invitation audience. 


but 


minimum guarantee, but when the 





' 
| Inmates doing stretches for every 
variety of crime at the New Castle 


the institution near here yesterday. | 





j 











Shows in Rehearsal 


“Ditches and Dreams” (John 
Golden), Little. 

“Ripples” (C. B. Dillingham), 
New Amsterdam, 

“Jew Suss” (C. B. Dilling- 
ham), Erlanger, 

“Simple Simon” 
feld), Ziegfeld. 

“Aces Up” (George White), 
Apollo, 





(Flo Zieg- 


“Nine-Fifteen Revue” (Ruth 
Selwyn), Belmont. 
“The Bottom” (Leo Bulga- 


vok), Waldorf. 
“You Don’t Say” (J. J. Lev- 
enthal), Wallack’s. 
“Everything’s Jake” (The- 
atre Assembly), Assembly. 
“Seven Keys to Baldpate” 
(Washington Sq. Players), 
Gansevoort. 











Eight Shows Out 


No shows closed on Broadway 
last week but eight are exiting this 
Saturday. Included are two re- 
vivals, “Sherlock Holmes,” which 
fared excellently at the New Am- 
sterdam, and “Robin Hood,” which 





itours from the Casino. 


“Gambling,” presented by George 
M. Cohan, goes to the road from 
the Fulton after a run of 19 weeks. 
It was the outstanding drama of its 
type this season, in fact the only 
success of its kind. Played to $17,- 
000 and better for a time and av- 
eraged $14,000 Down somewhat 
lately, but could have continued 
through winter. 





GAMBLING 
Opened Aug. 26. “Quiet but 
diverting,” voted Anderson 
(Journal). Other scribes took 
a moderately laudatory tone. 
Variety (lIbee), predicted a 
Click. 











“Ladies of the Jury,” presented 
at Erlanger’s by A. L. Erlanger’and 
George Tyler, closes after playing 10 
weeks. Business first six weeks or 
so very good. Show was intended 
for smaller theatre originally and 
might have stuck. Averaged over 
$14,000 for a time. 





LADIES OF THE JURY 

Opened Oct. Z1. “A romp- 
ing satire,” declared Mantle 
(News). Boys liked farce. 





“How’s Your Health,” pregented 
by Lyle D. Andrew and R. H. 
Burnside at the Vanderbilt, closes 
Saturday, too, after playing six 
weeks. Looked good on line-up, but 
could not climb out of $5,000 
rating. 





HOW’S YOUR HEALTH 

Opened Nov. 26. Second 
stringers got this one. 

Variety (Bang), said, “left in 
the Tarkington attic too long.” 





“The Game of Life and Death,” 
presented by the Theatre Guild, 
shuts after six weeks, just the sub- 
scription period. Is at Biltmore 
where it was moved last week. 





GAME OF LIFE AND DEATH 
Opened Nov. 24. “Heavy and 
hollow,” said Littell (World), 
while Garland (Telegram), put 
it as “a windy play.” 
Variety (ibee), found it 
“doubtful of outlasting sub- 
scription period.” 











“The Novice and the Duke,” of- 
fered by a group known as the 
Theatre Assembly, closes at the 
same named house (Princess). 
Three weeks. 





MANY WATERS 
Opened Sept. 25 “Warmth of 
life and quiet beauty,” said 
Lockridge (Sun). Most of the 
reviewers commended it, al- 
though there were dissenters. 
Variety (Rush), found it 
“beautiful and moving.” 














SHUBERT RENT DEMAND 
BLOCKS BURLESK DEAL 


Dec. 31. 
Great 


Chicago, 
Proposed deal whereby the 
| Northern, Shubert legit theatre, 
|was to be subleased to a burlesque 
| eyutionte, has fallen through. Dif- 





ference in rental ended negotia- 
| tions, 

| The Shuberts wanted $90,000 a 
year, figure which would have 


netted them $30,000 a year on their 
lease. N. S. Barger, manager of the 
Academy, Halsted street, indie bur- 
lesque stand, and representing the 


syndicate, turned this offer down 
cold, 
“New Moon” is playing at the 


Great Northern, but scheduled to 
a Jan. 11. House probably will 
go dark, 


I. A. AGAINST LEGIT 


Cincy Local Gives in for Burlesque, 








However 
Cincinnati, Dec. 31. 
Although the stage hands’ local 


has agreed to the salary cut re- 
lquested by the Mutual wheel to keep 
| the Empress open, it continues de- 
mands for wage increases and full 
isalary for dark weeks in legit 
houses. 

Involved in the demands are the 
Erlanger-Grand, Shubert and the 
Cox, Shubert-controlled stock house. 
It has been closed all week pending 


settlement with the union, 





Cincinnati, Dec. 31. 

Difference existing since last 
spring with the stagehands’ union 
and local legit houses was settled 
yesterday in New York. The Er- 
langer, Grand and-Shubert will now 
reopen. 

“A Night In Venice” will re-light 
the Shubert Jan. 12. No attraction 


for the Erlanger house is yet 
booked. 
Cox, Shubert-controlled stock 


house, also eligible to reopen, 
New stage band scale not an- 
/nounced but musicians recently ac- 


| cepted former wage scale. 





$5,000 for Chevalier 


Maurice Chevalier will net $5,000 
for 10 minutes on his American 
radio debut, the night of Jan. 9, at 
8:30, through Station WABC over 
the Columbia network of 57 sta- 
tions in a nation-wide program to 
be broadcast by the Coty perfume 
people, 

Only other entertainment on the 
program will be the Mendoza or- 
chestra. 

Booking was made by William 
Morris office. 

It isn’t said if Chevalier will be 
allowed to mention or repeat more 
than twice, Paramount “The Love 
Parade” or “The Big Pond.” 


Miss Frederick for N. Y.? 


Hollywood, Dee. 31. 
Plan to fold “The Queen Was in 
the Parlor” after Chicago so Pau- 
line Frederick could keep her film 
engagement with Warner Brothers 
March 1 is apparently changed, 

Maj. Morris J. Herbert, interested 
in the production with Edward HBe- 
lasco, went to Detroit with the 
company, leaving word the show 
would play New York and he ex- 
pected to be gone six months. 

The studio has no change in 
schedule on the Frederick starting 
time, but opinion expressed there 
is “if Miss Frederick is a little late, 
it can be fixed up.” 

Last year she showed on the lot 
6 weeks late. 











Connolly Major Leaguer 





Bobby Connolly is set to stage 

“Aces Up” for George White. It is 

“Many Waters,” -presented by | the new De Sylva, Brown and Hen- 

Arch Selwyn and C. B, Cochran,|derson musical due to follow 

will close at the Times Square and |“Scandals” at the Apollo next 
will not tour. Show rated a Lon- | month. 


don success. Appears to have been 
too expensive to operate on road 
here. Got over $12,000 for a time, 
but dropped to $8,000. Is in 14th 
week. 





Bennett Sticks 


Dave Bennett, dance director, 


| sticks with Paramount on the coast 


for another six months. 
New ticket dates from Feb. 15. 





Connolly recently made his debut 
as‘a big time producer teamed with 
Arthur Swanstrom in presenting 
“Sons o’ Guns” at the Imperial. It is 


getting the biggest grosses on 
Broadway. But there’s nothing high 
hat about Connolly. Though he 


plans another musical for his own 
firm, the assignment of putting on 
White’s show will occupy his time 





meanwhile, 


Shubert Musicals Come In and Off 
Retrenchment; 200 Off Payroll 


+ 


A further shrinking of Shubert- 
produced attractions, especially on 
the road, is imminent, Three musi- 
cals have been ordered in, One, 
i*The Duchess of Chicago,” has not 


been seen on Broadway, and no 
date is anticipated for such show- 
ing. ‘Pleasure Bound” is shutting 
in Philadelphia, while “A Night in 
| Venice” is due back from Chicago, 


jhaving played the other stands on 
ithe way there. 

“Nina Rosa,” for which much was 
iclaimed, is being sent to Chicago. 
|It was due into the Shubert, New 
|York, but there have been several 
‘changes in the feminine lead part, 
lwhich is yet to. be definitely set. 

Inside reports are that the bank- 
jing interests prefer that the Shu- 
|berts hold down on production, crit- 
licism said to have been aimed at 
;costly musicals, 

Names Off 

On top of that is a report that 
orders were sent from New York 
to remove the Shubert name from 
lone or more of the musical shows. 
| That may have applied to the fea- 
| turing of “Under the personal di- 
irection of J. J. Shubert.” It is 
;claimed th2 Shuberts have made 
}unusual efforts in a production way 
| SO far this season in an attempt to 
keep houses lighted. That the cost 
|of such activity attracted the bank- 
jing interests’ attention is presumed. 

The virtual shutting down of. the 
|Shubert production shops and lop- 
ping off clerk hire in the executive 
offices is said to have reduced the 
firm’s employee personnel by 200 
persons to date. Some departments 
dhich dropped people were told to 
discharge more, 


Says Encroachments 


; 
j 
| 
| 








Arthur Hammerstein’s Rose-Ma- 
rie Co., Inc., as owner of the Ham- 
merstein Theatre and office build- 
ing, started suit in the Supreme 
Court Friday to try to relieve the 
congestion around the theatfe and 
asked for an order to compel Bor- 
ough President Miller to direct that 
street encroachments at the corner 
of 53d street and Broadway be re- 
moved, 

The Rose-Marie company’s peti- 
tion says that George H. and Geor- 
gia W. Warren, as owners of the 
corner, occupied by two old five- 
story brick buildings, are the cause 
of the congestion because on the 
53d street side, where the sidewalk 
has been cut from 15 to 13 feet by 
elevated railroad pillars, about six 
feet of the remaining part of the 


stoops and fire-escape landings, and 
with a _ vestibule, while on the 
Broadway side there is an en- 
croachment of more than two feet 
by a sign and stoop. 

The theatre building company 
says its property is assessed at 
$1,700,000, and thal about 1,500 per- 
sons use the 53d street exits daily 
and 3,000 on matinee days, and that 
when 1,300 persons pour out of the 
theatre into 53d street in five min- 
utes the street is some crowded. 

An appeal to Borough President 
Miller in October to compel the 
neighbors to remove the encum- 
brances met with no response, it is 
stated. 


Bronx Guild O. K. 


While amusements in the Bronx 
are failing to hold up in general, 
Brox«x Theatre Guild, repertory 
group at the Intimate Playhouse, 
doing so well that it forsakes the 
Intimate, after seven years there, 
to take over the Tremont theatre 
Jan, 16. 

Tremont’s capacity is more than 
three times that of the Intimate, 
and that occasioned the switch. 

With the move, Sidney Stavro, di- 
rector of the Guild, will line up an 
entire new cast. 

Dramatic stock at the Bronx 
Opera house went blotto Saturday. 

No performance as scheduled. Jo- 
seph S. Klein operated the venture. 


ALICE BRADY ON ROAD 


With closing of the Guild’s “Game 
of Love and Death” in New York, 
Alice Brady will go into the 
“Strange Interlude” cormpany, for- 
merly headed by Pauline Lord and 
now on tour in the east. 

Frank Conroy, under contract to 
ithe Guild, goes to the same com- 
pany. 
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Annoy Theatre Patrons ~ 
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At Peak of Season 


‘Sons o Guns 


Tops All B’way Shows With $47,000 


This is clean-up week for Broad- 
way’s legit box office successes. 
New Year's eve was the high-water | 
mark. 

Monday night was not so hot. | 

Last week, with Christmas Wed- | 
nesday. business failed to material- | 
ize until after that day Grosses, | 
save for the hits which played extra | 
matinees, but little improved over 
the pre-holiday week. 

Among the new shows “Wake Up 
and Dream” easily looks the best. 
Some first-night comment was not, 
enthusiastic, but the brokers say the 
show’s general class assures it of} 
big business at the Selwyn. “Top; 


Speed,” at Chanin’s 46th Street, was | 
not figured so hefty, but agencies | 
reported a good demand; “The First 
Mrs. Fraser” was given a very good | 
chance at Saturday’s Playhouse 
opening; “Meteor” is assured of 
good trade for a time at the Guild; 
“Death Takes a Holiday” may do} 
something at the Barrymore; “Woof | 
Woof,” at the Royale, is one of the} 
new shows that went into cut rates | 
right off, and reported closing this 
week: “Half Gods” started weakly 
at the Plymouth: same for “Seven,” 
at the Republic; “Damn Your 
Honor,” Cosmopolitan, was panned; | 
“The Unsophisticates” unlikely at | 
the Longacre; “City Haul” im- 
pressed some at the Hudson. 


Leaders | 


last week: “June 
$25,000; “Wise Child,” $24,- 
600; “Strictly Dishonorable,” $23,- 
500; “Berkeley Square,” $21,000; 
“Journey's End,” $16,000; “Street 
Scene,” $15,000 (all played nine per- 
formances); “Young Sinners,” about 
$13,000: “Jenny,” “Criminal Code” 
and “Subway Express,” around $190,- 
000, with all others less. 

“Sons. o’ Guns” again topped the 
musicals at $47,000; “Bitter Sweet” 
claimed recovery and well over $40,- 
000; “Fifty Million Frenchmen,” 
$42,000; “Sweet Adeline,” $34,000; 
“Heads Up,” $31,000; “Sketch Book,” 
$27,000; “Scandals” a bit more; 
“Little Show,” $19,000; about same 
for “Wonderful Night,” with “Street 
Singer” low at $17,000. 


More Leaving 


The leaders 


Moon,” 


Twice as many attractions leave 
this week as are due next week: 
“Gambling” makes way for “Water- 
loo Bridge,” Fulton; “Ladies of the 
Jury” will end at Erlanger’s (later 
to get “Jew Suss”); “The Game 
of Love and Death” vacates the 
Biltmore which gets “Children of 
Darkness”; “How’s Your Health” 
closes at the Vanderbilt (which gets 
“Nancy’s Private Affair’ Jan. 13); 
“Many Waters” stops at the Times 
Square (due to receive “Strike Up 
the Band” Jan. 13); “The Sap 
From Syracuse” comes to the Har- 
ris; “Mendel, Inc.,” moving to the 
Ritz, with “Broken Dishes” switch- 
ing to the Masque and “Bird in 
Hand@” in turn again moving to the 
Forrest: “At the Bottom” is due at 
the Waldorf; “Trevelyn’s Ghost” is 
a possibility next week; “Sherlock 
Holmes,” New Amsterdam, and 
“Robin Hood,’ Casino (both re- 
vivals) end this week as does “The 
Novice and the Duke,” Assembly. 


Cut Rates 


There were 22 shows listed in 
cut rates Monday but although the 
same group was on sale for Tues- 
day night (New Year's Eve) most 
of the allotments had been disposed 
of in advance: “Inspector Kennedy” 
(Bijou), “Woof Woot” (Royale), 
“Seven” (Republic), “Babes in Toy- 
land” (Jolson), “Bare Facts of 
1929” (Triangle), “Robin Hood” 
(Casino), “Wonderful Night” (Ma- 





'BOSTON’S GOOD HOLIDAY. 


WEEK; FIVE SHOWS NEW 


Dec. 31. 
Holiday business in Boston always 


Boston, 


good. This year was no exception. 
Three shows saved their openings 
for Tuesday. 


“Strike Up the Band,” with Clark 
and McCullough, at the 
topped town. Best in town. Majes- 
tic next, with “Naughty Marietta” 
played. Both opened on Christmas 
Eve. 

Five openings in town last week. 
Three of them on Christmas Eve. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Strike Up the Band,” 
(first week. Opened 
Booked for two weeks. 

“Naughty Marietta,” 
(first week). $20,000. 

“Hot Chocolates,” 
ond week). $18,000. 


Tuesday. 
$30,000. 


“Wings Over Europe,” Hollis. The- | 


Guild production in its first 


Fine at $15,000. 


atre 
week. 


“Rope’s End,” Wilbur (first week). | 


$10,000. 
“The House of Fear,” Plymouth. 


| First week at $10,000. 





Frisco Grosses 


San Francisco, Dec. 31. 

Plenty to interest theatregoers in 
the legit theatres last week, but 
none hit outstanding grosses. Like 
the picture houses they felt the 
competition of free outdoor holi- 
day affairs. 

Curran with “Chauve Souris” hit 
top of the list with around $17,000. 
“Journey’s End’ at the’ Geary got 
about $15,000 and Curran’s other 
show, “Follow Thru,” put in the cold 
Capitol, drew better than was ex- 
pected. Better than $14,000. 

Both Duffy houses just fair. 
Charlotte Greenwood in “She 
Couldn’t Say No” at the President 
got $6,000, and Kolb and Dill in 
“Now and Then” at Alcazar $6,000. 

Green Street theatre with 15th 
week of “The Flat Tire,” $1,100. 
Columbia brought in Stratford-on- 
Avon Players for “Shakespearean 
season, daily change of bill Pulled 
$12,000. 


Pittsbargh "Way Off 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 31. 

Legit trade not up to expecta- 
tions last week. Neither Ethel Bar- 
rymore nor W. C. Fields was able 
to make more than an average dent 
at box office. “Vanities” at Nixon 
at $4.40 top got about $30,000 while 
usual gross for these $4.40 splash 
revues around here is between $35,- 
000 and $40,000. 

Barrymore at Alvin in “Kingdom 
of God” played to $3 top and about 
$17,000. Piece not considered ap- 
propriate fare for holiday week, 
when musicals are usually the bait. 

Sharp stock at Pitt had “The 
Barker” and this, too, fell short. 











Youmans’ Film Job 


Vincent Youmans is due to go 
on the coast as production adviser 
on “Great Day” for M-G-M before 
September. Youmans intends to 
leave in May. Besides doing “Great 
Day” for M-G-M, he is also under 
contract to write four M-G-M pic- 





jestic), “Broken Dishes” (Ritz), 
“Ladies of the Jury” (Erlanger), 
“Candle Light” (Empire), “Your 
Uncle Dudley” (Cort), “It Never 
Rains” (Bitinge), “How’s Your 
Health” (Vanderbilt), “Mendel, 
Inc.,” (Harris), “Salt Water” 
(Golden), “Young Siriners” (Mo- 
rosco), “Jenny” (Booth), “House 
Party” (48th St.), “Jew Suss” (Yid- 
dish Art), “The Criminal Code” 
(National), “Many Waters” (Times 
Square). 


Agency Buys 
The new musicals were added to 
the premium agencies’ buy list, 


with business early this week re- 
ported very brisk: “Heads Up” (Al- 
vin), “Seandals” (Apollo), “Strictly 
Dishonorable” (Avon), “It’s a Wise 
Child” (Belasco), “June Moon” 
(Broadhurst), “Sketch Book” (44th 
St.), “Top Speed” (Forty-sixth St.), 
“Gambling” (Fulton), “Sweet Ade- 
line” (Hammerstein’s), “Michael 
and Mary” (Hopkins), “Sons 0’ 
Guns” (Imperial), “Berkeley 
Square” (Lyceum), “Fifty Million 
Frenchmen” (Lyric), “A Wonderful 
Night” (Majestic), “Young Sinners” 
(Morosco), “The Little Show” 
(Music Box), “Sherlock Holmes” 
(New Amsterdam), “The First Mrs. 
Fraser” (Playhouse), “Half Gods” 
(Plymouth), “Wake Up and Dream” 
(Selwyn), “Bitter Sweet” (Ziegfeld). 





George McKay and Marie Dayne 
have made a short for Pathe. 


ture songs. 

Before departing Youmans will 
produce another play by Bayard 
Veillier and will also stage a mu- 
sical -for Ziegfeld. 





Curran May Quit Frisco 


San Francisco, Dec. 31. 

A big Eastern hotel syndicate has 
approached Homer Curran with ne- 
gotiations for purchase of his two 
theatres, the Curran and Geary, in 
Geary st. 

The two structures, which stand 
side by side, cover a frontage of 
more than 200 feet in the heart of 
the hotel belt. Curran is willing. 





Chicago “Mendel” Co. 

A Chicago company of “Mendel, 
Inc.,” may go out shortly. David 
Freedman, author, has personally 
undertaken to put it out. 

The comedy is moving from the 
Harris to the Ritz, New York, Jan. 6. 





Lawrence West 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
Vincent Lawrence, author of 
“Among the Married,” makes his 
maiden trip to the coast next week 
to write for Paramount. Contract 
arranged through Milton Bren. 





Shubert, | 


Shubert | 


Majestic | 


Tremont (sec- | 








Philadelphia, Dec. 31. 
First of the two holiday 
found little cause for cheering in 
the city’s legit houses although, as 


2 GENUINE HITS | 


weeks | 


| 


; expected, grosses mounted in most 


} every instance. Trade did not click 


| back to top figures Christmas day. 
| Thursday found the first real evi- 
dences of the holiday income. Last 


five performances of the week pulled 
| most of the shows out of the red. 

| Only musical in town to reach 
anything like smash proportions was 
|New Moon.” Tabbed about 
| 000 at the Forrest and looks like the 
|} only possibility for a run. Figures 
|} for six weeks, with “Follow Thru” 
probably following. ; 

“Mile. Modiste,” first of a series 
| of five Victor Herbert revivals, fea- 
| tured as a festival season, was one 
| show. to beat the Monday rush. 
Opened at Keith’s Dec. 29, getting 
| just under $2,500, or between $6,500 
and $7,000 in three performances 
that week end, and estimated around 
$18,000 on first full week, profitabie 
but. not the mop-up expected by 
some. Cheapness of production held 
responsible for slump after excel- 
lent start. “Duchess of Chicago,” 
|} another Shubert tryout, was a big 
disappointment at the Shubert, al- 
theugh getting a fairly goed break 
at the opening. Illness of Walter 
Woolf undoubtedly hurt show's 
chancés here. 

“Pleasure Bound,” return engage- 
ment, fair at the Chestnut. Claimed 
$22,000 with $3 top, and thanks to 
the boosted scale Christmas night 
and Saturday. Only two weeks 
scheduled. 

Only show doing three 
was the Theatre Guild’s “Major 
Barbara,” in its second and final 
week at the Garrick. Afternoon 
helped and the holiday influx 
brought the gross (nine perform- 
ances) up to $16,000. Second offer- 
ing of the Professional Players, 
“Thunder in the Air,” was a total 
loss, and even the very ¢reditable 
subscription list could not save it. 
Christmas eve performance hardly 
$106, and show around $4,000 on the 
week at the Adelphi. Only dramatic 
attraction of real strength was 
“Journey’s End,” and that didn’t 
develop until Thursday. First three 
days at the Lyric very disappoint- 
ing, but thereafter war play a vir- 
tual smash with $17,000 on eight 
performances. Should be good for 
six to eight weeks. 

“Waterloo Bridge.” hailed as a 
fine play, got around $10,000 in first 
week at Broad, never really ap- 
proaching capacity until Saturday. 
It should pick up strongly this week 
on word-of-mouth, 

“Sap from Syracuse” is well re- 
garded, but not~-strong in biz at 
Walnut. May have reached $8,000, 
hardly more. Disappointing trade, 
even after Christmas, has resulted 
in curtailment of several engage- 
ments, which means another flock 
of newcomers Jan. 6. Never has 
Philly had such short engagements. 
Longest to date is “Top Speed,” five 
weeks at the Chestnut and only 
three of those good ones. 

Estimates of Last Week 


“Waterloo Bridge” (Broad, 2a 
week). Hailed by critics as a fine 
play and had advantage of names 
of Glenn Hunter and June Walker, 
but hardly $10,000; Skinner’s “Papa 
Juan” Monday. 

“Duchess of Chicago” (Shubert, 
2d week). Musical comedy tryout 
"way under expectations; out cfter 
this week; withdrawal of Walter 
Woolf, only big name, figured as 
killing chances here; “Robin Hood” 
Monday. 

“New Moon” (Forrest, 24 week). 
Only really strong musical hit in 
town; used Friday matinee to fine 
results; about $27,000 and should hit 
$30,000 this week. 

“Sap from Syracuse” (Walnut, 2d 
week). Well regarded by critics and 
first nights, but hardly passable at 
$8,000; “Escapade” Monday. 

“Mile. Modiste” (Keith’s, 24 week). 
First Vietor Herbert revival profit- 
able if not :p to promise of first 
three performances; claimed nearly 
$18,000; “Naughty Marietta” next. 

“Whoopee” (Garrick, ist week). 
Only Monday opening and in for 
two weeks only; “Major Barbara,” 
with nine performances, about $16,- 
000, hardly up to expectations. 

“Pleasure Bound” (Chestnut, 2d 
week). Return engagement with 
higher scale got little under $22,- 
000; house dark after Saturday for 
Pr and a half, then “Diamond 

hag 

“Thunder in the Air” (Adelphi, 24 
week). Weak after fine initial 
showing; hardly more than $4,000; 
“Dear Old England” next week. 

“Journey’s End” (Lyric, 24 week). 
Only dramatic smash in town and 
late in starting last week: around 
$16,000 or $17,000 reported. 


matinees 





Warners and Plays 
Warners have purchased Lew 
Gensler’s “See Naples and Die.” 
The firm is also negotiating with 
Lew Cantor for the screen rights to 
“Courage.” 





} 


' 


or | 
$27,- | 
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PHILLY HASBUT | Shows in N.Y. and Comment — 





mediocrity or loss. 


house capacities with the varying overhead. 


| with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. Variance 
| in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 
‘ 


play is also consid ~ed. 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: 


D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta), 


admission scale given below. 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being } 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the difference in 


Aiso the size of cast, 


C (comedy); 








Admission tax applies on tickets over $3 


“Berkeley Square,” Lyceum 
week (C-957-$4.40). Holiday 
trade did not get started until 
last half of week; leaders held 
up as expected; “Berkeley” with 
one extra matinee, around $21,- 
000; new high for show. 

“Bird in Hand,” Masque (40th 
week) (CD-700-$3.85). 


here from Barrymore last week 
and next Monday will move again 


—to Forrest where it will proba- | ; : 
bly be cut rated; sliding dately.| “Seven,” Republic (2d week) 


“Bitter Sweet,” Ziegfeld (9th week) 
(M-1,622-$6.60). Came back very 
well with last week’s trade big 


(9th 


} 
| 


} 


| 


' 


} 
| 


1,189-$3). Junior Guild playerg 
in something from Russia; doubt. 
ful of getting real coin. 


“Salt Water,” john Golden (6th 
week) (C-900-$3). Managefiiént 
apparently satisfied with moder- 
ate pace of comedy; over $8,000 


last week, 


Moved | “Scandals,” Apollo (15th week) (R- 


1,168-$6.60). Slipped under 
000 without much recovery 
week. 


$27- 
last 


(D- 
901-$3). Opened Friday; first 
nighters somewhat doubktful as ta 
new war play’s chances. 


after Christmas; claimed around | “Sons o’ Guns,” Imperial (6th week) 


$45,000. 

“Broken Dishes,” Ritz (9th 
(C-945-$3). Moves to 
next week; moderate money show 
aided by cut rates; 

“City Hall,” Hudson (ist week) 
(CD-1,094-$3). Presented by Gil 
Boag; written by Elizabeth Meile; 
opened Monday. 

“Damn Your Honor,” Cosmopolitan 


(ist week) (D-1,500-$3). Pre- 
sented by Vincent Youmans; 
written by Bayard Veiller and 


Becky Gardiner; first known as 
“Treasure”; opened Monday. 
“Death Takes a Holiday,” Barry- 
more (2d week) (D-1,090-$3). 
Opened middle of last week; no- 
tices fairly good; better line 

chances after this week, 

“Fifty Million Frenchmen,” Lyric 
(6th week) (M-1,400-$6.60). 
Strong as any musical in agency 
ticket demand; class draw and 
virtual capacity all performances; 
$42,000. 

“First Mrs. Fraser,” Playhouse (2d 
week) (CD-879-$3.85). Opened 
Saturday after English comedy 
attracted attention in Chicago; 

“Candle Light,” Empire (14th week) 
(CD-1,000-$3.85). With star (Ger- 
trude Lawrence) rehearsing with 
“Internationals Revue,” engage- 
ment will soon end; under $9,000 
last week. 

“Gambling,” Fulton (19th week) 
(CD-913-$3.85). Final week; go- 
ing on tour after rather good en- 
gagement which could have been 
extended; “Waterloo Bridge,” 
next week. 

“Ginger Snaps,” Belmont (ist week) 
(R-515-$3). Colored revue in- 
dependently presented; opened 
Tuesday. 

“Half Gods,” Plymouth (3d week) 
(CD-1,042-33.85). Agency buy did 
not start until day after Christ- 
mas; trade disappointing, tak- 
ings less than $6,000. 

“Heads Up,” Alvin (8th week) (M- 
1,387-$5.50). Held pace very well 
last week at $31,000 and much 
more indicated for this week. 


“Houseparty,” 48th Street (17th 
week) (D-969-$3). Moved from 
Waldorf Monday; averaging 


around $5,500 but better last 
week; latter house gets “The Bot- 
tom” next week. 

“How’s Your Health,” Vanderbilt 
(6th week) (C-771-$3.85). Final 
week; unable ‘to climb much 
from approximate $5,000 pace; 


“Nancy’s Private Affair’ due 

next week or Jan. 13. 
“Inspector Kennedy,” Bijou (34 

week) (CD-605-$3). Went into 


cut rates soon after opening; 
little chance to stick. 

“it Never Rains,” Eltinge (7th 
week) (C-892-$3). May stay an- 
other week or so but business 
bad; maybe $300 nightly: house 
will soon get “Recapture.” 

“Jenny,” Booth (13th week) (CD- 
946-$4.40). Will probably go on 
tour before iong; last week fair at 
about $10,500, with better takings 
sure this week. 

“Journey’s End,” Miller's (42a 
week) (D-946-$4.40). Got good 
share of holiday business; with 
extra matinee holdover drama 
approximated $16,000, 

“June Moon,” Broadhurst (13th 
week) (C-1,118-$3.85). Standing 
up to big money though slightly 
affected before Christmas; tak- 
ings last week with extra matinee, 
about $25,000. 

“Ladies of Jury,” Erlanger (10th 
week) (C-1,520-$3). Final week; 
house to get English version of 
“Jew Suss” later in month; 
“Ladies” started very well and 
made money. 

“Many Waters,” Times Square (14th 
week) (CD-1,057-$3.85). Final 
week; English drama to be sent 
back instead of touring: “Strike 
Up the Band” due Jan. 13. 

“Mendel tInc.,” Harris (6th week) 
(C-1,051-$3.85). Will move to 
Ritz next Monday; doing moder- 
ate trade with iast week esti- 
mated better at $10,000. 

“Meteor,” Guild (24 week) (CD- 
914-$3). New Guild show rated 
having good chance to extend be- 
yond six weeks subscription 
period; around $15,000. 

“Red Rust,” Beck (3d week) (D- 


Masque | 


on | 


week) | 


| 


about $9,000. | 


(M-1,400-$6.60). Leader of Broad- 
way’s legit list; little difference 
during pre-Christmas lull; last 
week without extra matinee, $47,. 
000. 


'“Sketch Book,” 44th St. (27th week) 


| 


| 


|\“Subway Express,” 


(R - 1,385 - $6.60). Current week 
sheuld be coin period of holiday 
season; indications of that here, 
as with other leaders; last week 
$27,000. 

“Street Scene,” Ambassador (624 
week) (C-1,200-$3.85). Moved from 
Playhouse and will actually com- 
plete year’s run next week (Jan. 
10); long-run hit still making 
money; over $14,000 last week. 

“Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon (16th 
week) (C-830-$3.85). Solidity of 
this comedy smash keeps it over 
capacity; nine performances last 
week and got $23,500. 

Liberty (15th 
week) (D-1,202-$3). Picked up 
somewhat last week and claimed 
$11,000; mystery piece moderately 
successful. 

“Sweet Adeline,” 
(18th week) (M - 1,265 - $6.60). 
Moved somewhat, but not up to 
former pace; probably clean up 
this week; $24,000. 

“The Criminal Code,” National (14th 
week) (D-1,164-$3). Reached $10,- 
000 or bit more last week; drama 
making money and expected to 
stick through winter. 

“The Game of Love 8nd Death,” 
Biltmore (6th week) (D-1,000-$3), 
Final. week; Guild show merely 
played out subscription period; 
house gets “Children of Darkness” 
next week. 

“The Little Show,” Music Box (36th 
week) (R-1,000-$4.40). No exira 
matinee last week; closed strong- 
ly to $19,000; shouid do better 
this week. 

“The Street Singer,” Shubert (15th 
week) (M-1,395-$5.50). Held up 
well until after Thanksgiving; re- 
sumed last week after week’s lay- 
off; weak at $17,000. 

“The Unsophisticates,” Longacre (ist 
week) (CD-1,019-$3). Presented 
by Harry Delf, who authored it; 
opened Monday. 

“Top Speed,” Chanin’s 46th St. (24 
week) (M - 1,413 - $5.50). Opened 
Christmas night with favorable 
notices; agencies reported good 
ticket demand. 

“Wake Up and Dream,” Selwyn (ist 
week) (R-1,067-$6.60). Presented 
by Arch Selwyn and Charles 
Cochran; English revue, opened 
Monday at $22 top. 

“Wise Child,” Belasco (22d week) 
(C-1,050-$3.85). Played extra per- 
formance, with takings as big as 
anything in non-musical group; 
quoted at $24,600. 

“Wonderful Night,” Majestic (10th 
week) (O - 1,776 - $5.50). Agency 
buys extends for another two 
weeks; fair but not big; $20,000 
estimated. 

“Woof Woof,” Royale (2d week) 
(M-1,118-$4.40). Opened Christ- 
mas night, but first night com- 
ment adverse; reported closing 
Saturday. 

“Young Sinners,” Morosco (6th 
week) (CD -893-$3). Word-of- 
mouth plugging should keep this 
comedy in until spring, although 
cut rates used; $12,500. 

“Your Uncle Dudley,” Cort (7th 
week) (C-1,042-$3). Picked uP 
somewhat; management appea 
satisfied last week with $7,000. 

Special Attractions—Little Theatres 


“Sherlock Holmes,” New Amster- 
dam; revival, with William Gil- 
lette, tours after this week; house 
dark until “Ripples” (Fred Stone) 


is ready. 
“Babes in Toyland,” Jolson’s: re- 
vival in for four weeks; doing 


big. 
“Richelieu,” Hampden’s; revival. g 
“Blue and Gray,” or “War Is Hell, 
Rialto, Hoboken; revival. 
“Playboy of Western World,” Irish 
(Greenwich Village); revival; 
postponed from last week. 
“Michael and Mary,” Hopkins; 2"- 
other success In this little theatre. 
“Hoboken Hoboes,” Lyric, Hoboken- 





Civic Rep., 14th St. 
“Robin Hood,” Casino; revival. 





Hammerstein's. 
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One Loop House With 100% Flop List 
This Season—Trade Up Somewhat 





Chicago, Dec. 31. 
Loop legit business is stronger, 
but still not big. 


All houses were relighted last 
week, with seven openings, and 
three had encouraging _ starts: 


“Street Scene,” “Animal Crackers” 
and “June Moon.” 

“Blue Heaven,” at the Garrick, 
was bad and “Bird in Hand” at the 
Harris, was a disappointment for 
eight days. Garrick thus far main- 
tains a straight record for flops this 
season, the bad ones in turn hit- 
ting this Shubert house being “‘Per- 
fect Alibi,” “Homicide” and now 
“Blue Heaven,” called “Veneer” in 
New York. 

“Street Scene,” with the original 
Brady company displayed the best 
draw at the Apollo, bringing $15,000 
for five performances, with a Xmas 
night opening. Agency demand 
Jooks exceptional. 

At the Grand “Animal Crackers” 
was an opening week comfort to 
the Shubert Messers. with heavier 
business seen this week. “June 
Moon” clicked to $15,000 with a 
Monday opening at the Selwyn, and 
gees sunshine ahead. 

“Night in Venice” was in misery 
at the Majestic, where it opened 
after a week’s shutdown, moving 
from the Grand, and was in the 
red. Despite Ted Healy this never 
got along and stakes will be pulled 
in two weeks, if not sooner, 

Among the settled musicals, 
“Showboat” at. the Illinois went up- 
grade. Closing date announced for 
Jan. 18. “New Moon” also breathed 
easier with a rise too, and “Black- 
birds” advanced a welcome $4,000. 

Dramatic League of Chicago pre- 
sented “Infinite Shoeblack” ‘and did 
fair business, critical comment be- 
ing favorable, but scheduled for 
only three weeks on the regular 
subscription run. 

“Strange Interlude,” now on 
straight box-office with the Guild 
subscription used up, was off to a 
splendid public-support start. 

‘Tliegal Practice,” which was 
“Philadelphia” in the East, is flop- 
ping at the Playhouse. 

Estimates For Last Week 


“Animal Crackers” (Grand, 2d 
week). City is usually a setup for 
the Marx Brothers, Did $28,000 and 
should improve. 

“Bird in Hand” (Harris, 2d week). 
Start at $12,000 for eight days for 
this Drinkwater comedy is n. s. @., 
despite expected four off-days first 
part of the week. May be traced 
to strong opposition next door. 

“Blackbirds” (Adelphi, 6th week). 
Colored musical up four grand to 
$18,000 which was strong consider- 
ing the empty sets Dec. 22, 23 and 


24. A good indication. 
“Blue Heaven” (Garrick, 2d 
week). A flop start at $6,000 for 


this thing with the pop song title. 

“Brothers” (Erlanger, 9th week). 
Continues to do the business with 
$11,000 at cut-rate. Closing date 
set for Jan. 11, with “Vanities” fol- 
lowing. 

“Illegal Practise” (Playhouse, 3d 
week). Discouraging $3,500 for this 
small house and may get the skids. 

“Infinite Shoeblack” (Princess, 2d 
week). About $8,000 with sub- 
scription support. Makes three 
Scotch shows in a row at this spot. 

“June Moon” (Selwyn, 2d week). 
Above $15,000, and looks set for a 
run. 

“New Moon” (Great Northern, 
17th week). Up to $25,000. Ends 
@ profitable run in two weeks to 
hit the trail. 

“Night in Venice” (Majestic, 5th 
week). An ouch at $14,000 and all 
that looms ahead is expenses. 

“Queen Bee” (Cort, 5th week). 
Did $4,000 to pass the crucial week. 
With the party assistance ahead, 
naa the payroll small, keeps plug- 
ging. 

“R, U. R.” (Studebaker, 2d week). 
Guild schedule, and around $13,000 
with practically all subscription 
business. 

“Street Scene” (Apollo, 2d week). 
Brightest future in the loop with 
$15,000 from a midweek opening. 

“Strange Interlude” (Blackstone, 
5th week). Did $19,000 on straight 
box-office sale; strong New Year’s 
week advance, and stronger after 
that. Heavy sale of balcony and 
Gallery seats. 


Lasted One Night Only 


Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 

“Power of Love” opened and 
closed Christmas, night at the Ac- 
tors theatre. Show was financed on 
half a shoestring, having but two 
performances’ tickets printed in ad- 
vance and using no advertising. 

Immediate box office profit was 
needed to continue. Only $100 was 
in the till Christmas night. 


BRONX STOCK BLOWS 


No biz forced the new Bronx O. H. 
Company to close without notice 
last week. 

The promoter, Joseph S. Klein, 
Was a heavy loser. Salary deficits 
Treported, 
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(Continued from page 50) 
malevolent, lolling captolistically at 
the North Pole, waiting for fear, 
cold, hunger and insanity to drive 
suffering humanity to revolt. 

Peet also kidded “dynamics” and 
“visual flow” favorite obsessions of 
the more artistic critics. 








Bannon Leaves “Journal” 
Joseph Bannon said good-bye to 
the boys around the New York 


“Evening Journal” office yesterday 
(Tuesday) after many years of 
service in the circulation depart- 


ment. He was circulation manager 
when he quit. Bannon goes south 
Jan. 9, headed for Florida and a 
vacation. 

Replacing is Harry Feldman, for- 
merly with the N. Y. “Post.” 

Latter is the present head of the 
Newscarriers and Delivery Men’s 
Union, which post Bannon held two 
years ago. 





Altalena, down as author of 
“Judge and Fool,” one of the forth- 
coming Horace Liveright books, is 
really Vladimir Jabotinsky. 





The new “Morrow’s Almanack’” for 
1930 is edited by Thayer Hobson, 
succeeding Burton Rascoe, who has 
edited the annual since its incep- 
tion. Though his name is off the 
title page, Rascoe contributes a 
piece to the new issue. 





The Quiet of Brooklyn 


Brooklyn Heights section seems 
to have replaced Greenwich Village 
as New York’s artists and writers 
colony, with the Village now given 
over largely to  ultra-expensive 
apartment houses and Lesbian fra- 
ternities. Notably the latter. 

The late Joseph Pennell, the fa- 
mous etcher, was the first to see 
possibilities in Brooklyn Heights. 
Though formerly railing at about 
everything in the United States, he 
found Brooklyn satisfying. 

Lesser lights thought that if 
Brooklyn Heights was good enough 
for Pennell, good enough for them. 





Steering Book Buyers 

While the retail book business in 
New York is characterized by its 
operators as terrible, or worse, one 
book publishing house maintaining 
a chain of book stores finds it 
profitable enough to extend its 
stands. 

Firm’s idea is, of course, to boost 
its own books, and that can be done. 
No seller’s word is taken more 
readily than that of the one behind 
the book counter. Unless a book 
buyer is insistent he can be talked 
into most any sort of book of the 
type requested. 





Harry Bates will edit “Astound- 
ing Stories,” the new mag which 
the Clayton group will get out thi 
month, ‘ 





Skolsky on “News” 

Sidney Skolsky, p.a. for Carroll's 
“Sketch Book,” replaced Mark Hel- 
linger as columnist on the New 
York “Daily News” starting Mon- 
day. “News” selected Skolsky from 
among many applicants on the 
strength of four sample columns he 
submitted. 

Skolsky was assured by Earl Car- 
roll he could return, if the column 
flopped. He will probably create his 
own styie of Broadway reporting. 
Many applicants offered to do the 
column gratis. 





Financial Daily Out 

Macfadden’s “Investment News,” 
New York daily with reading mat- 
ter in keeping with its title, is re- 
ported suspending publication this 
week. Paper was the first of its 
kind in New York. Contents left an 
impression of concealed propaganda. 





Tired of World Trip 

Jeff Holmesdale is tiring of his 
trip around the world. Writing to 
New York aboard a liner bound 
from Sydney to Cape Town, Jeff 
says it’s not so hot. Tenor of the 
letter suggested a return to the 
only town. 

Jeff once drove a machine, alone, 
across the continent and back. He 
liked that better; also his record 
of but eight hours’ stopover in 
Hollywood. 

In New York Jeff is just Mr. 
Holmesdale, newspaper man, _ In 
London he’s the Earl of Amherst 
and the candy. 








extend 


It gives me pleasure to 
holiday wishes to every member of 


the profession for a Happy 
Prosperous New Year. 
Sincerely, 


ROSCOE AILS 


Schwab & Mandel! 
“New Moon” Co. 
Great Northern, Chicago 


PEACHES’ COULDN'T, $0 
TEMPTATIONS’ A BUST 


“Temptations,” starring ‘“‘Peaches” 
Browning, stranded at the Boule- 
vard, Jackson Heights, L. L, last 
week, after having been out two 
weeks. 

Sam Shannon, producer, operated 
on a shoestring, figuring ‘‘Peaches” 
a non-miss draw, but found differ- 
ently. Shannon has absented him- 
self from his offices since the bust, 
so as not to come into contact with 
cast and chorus clamoring for over- 
due salaries. 

Shannon escaped Equity super- 
vision and usual bond posting by 
characterizing his production as a 
vaudeville show, although booking 
in legit houses. Equity had warned 
the show in rehearsal no security 
had been posted. 

“Temptations” opened two weeks 
ago at Werba’s Flatbush, Brooklyn. 
Despite heavy exploitation of the 
star the intake was meager and 
performers stalled on salary until 
after the ackson Heights date. 
Business in latter spot was even 
worse, 

Cast and chorus mutinied and 
would go no further. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Tom Van Dyck will leave the Gil- 
bert Miller (Frohman) office this 
week. He is general press repre- 
sentative, which field he is leaving 
to become interested in producing. 
Robert Reud will succeed Van Dyck. 

Tom Miranda, Jr., for “Bambina,” 
to San Francisco from Los Angeles. 

Irving Strouse, ahead of “Nancy’s 
Private Affair.” 

Mack Hilliard gen. mgr. for Ruth 
(Mrs. Edgar) Selwyn. 

Arthur Kober publicity for “Strike 
Up the Band.” 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Frank Jaquet (Denham stock), 
Denver. oe 

Tom MacQuillan (Oscar O’Shea 
stock) Ottawa, Ont. 

Jack Pearl, “International Revue.” 


FIXING “MRS, COOK” 

“Mrs. Cook’s Tour,” starring Mary 
Boland and produced by Brady & 
Wiman, has been withdrawn for re- 
vision instead of steering into a 
New York house next week, as. con- 
templated. 
The piece will resume rehearsals 
as soon as the script has been re- 
vised by John Floyd and Kirby 
Hawkes, authors. 


and 




















Willard Back at Fox 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
John Willard, New York stage di- 
rector and playwright, has returned 
to the Fox studio to resume his con- 
tract as a director and writer after 
a three months’ leave of absence. 
Willard is awaiting an assign- 
ment. 





Pearlman’s P. A. Job 

Phyllis Pearlman, formerly at- 
tached to Shuberts’ publicity de- 
partment, has gone over with War- 
ners. 

He will handle “Sons o’ Guns” and 
“Fifty Million Frenchmen,’ both 
Warner-backed legit musicals. 





Stocks Resume 


The Warburton, Yonkers, resumed 
after pre-Christmas week layoff. 





Freeport also resumed. 


Screen Names Small Help to : 
L. A. Legit; Diamond lil N.S.G. 





Crew Takes Pay Cut; 
Helps Ottawa Stock 


Ottawa, Can., Dec, 31. 


The new stock here at the Em- 
bassy got a helping hand from 
Stage Hands’ Union, Local No. 95, 
which conceded the stock two 


months’ at a much lower salary. 





adversely affected by this condition 
should do everything possible to en- 
courage stage offerings. In in- 
stances where it is found that the 
established classifications act as a 
deterrent to stage attractions, such 
classification should be changed.” 
George Julian Houtain, chairman 
and counsel, a few days ago caused 
to be published an open letter in 
which he blamed the decline of 
stock upon the high wage scales 
and other demands of union stage 
hands. Incident burned Wm. Cana- 
van, president of I. A. T. S. E. 
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000,” and, in “The Sun,” that An- 
toinette, while the wife of the late 
Frank W. Frueauff, had a house at 
Newport, one in London and one on 
Fifth avenue. 

The summer her husband died 
Antoinette was occupying a cottage 
at Newport, rented for her first visit 
there, but her sojourn created less 





than a ripple. She was left in 
moderately comfortable circum- 
stances. 





Mrs. De Koven’s Dinner 

Last week Mrs. Reginald de 
Koven gave a dinner party for 50 
guests at her Park avenue mansion, 
followed by a musicale for 150. 
Agna Enters, the dancer, appeared. 
The late Mr. de Koven wrote many 
operettas. He built the Lyric the- 
atre, 





At the dinner-dance in the Crys- 
tal room of the Ritz given by Mr. 
and Mrs. Francis L. Wurzburg to 
introduce their twin daughters, 
Elinor and Evelyn (for whom an in- 
troductory dance was given in No- 
vember by Mr. and Mrs. Conde Nast) 
Frederick Carpenter and Frances 
Mann did specialty numbers. Ear- 
lier in the season they were in 
“Almanac.” 





The Higham Divorce 

Lady Higham has divorced Sir 
Charles Higham, London advertis- 
ing expert. He hails from Brooklyn, 
N. Y., and is a veteran of the Span- 
ish-American War. Knighted for his 
services in the World War. She 
was Eloise Rowe, daughter of Jack 
Rowe, of Buffalo and Denver, 
member of the famous “Big Four” 
combination that made history in 
professional baseball years ago. 
Jack Rowe was one of the most 
influential Masons in the United 
States. 





Millions 

A son was born recently to Mr. 
and Mrs. Theodore F. Law in San 
Francisco. Mr. Law is a son of 
Commodore and Mrs. Robert Law, 
Jr., of Port Chester, N. Y., and his 
wife is a daughter of William 
Hodge, the actor. Theodore’s broth- 
er, Robert B. Law, married Jane 
Jackson, daughter of M. Roy Jack- 
son, now married to Almira Rocke- 
feller, heiress to millions. 





Lucy Cotton Separates 

Lucy Cotton, once well known on 
the stage and in pictures, has sep- 
arated from Col. Lytton Ament. She 
was the third wife of the late E. R. 
Thomas, millionaire sportsman and 
owner of the “Morning Telegraph.” 
Thomas was first divorced by Linda 
Lee, now married to Cole Porter, 
songwriter. Next divorced by Eliza- 
beth Finley, painter and _ writer, 
mother of a son. Each wife received 
generous settlements, the 
getting most of all. She too has a 
Thomas child. 

Thomas was once attentive to 
Teddie Gerard, and later to Anna 
Fitziu (at that time Fitzhugh). 
Lucy Cotton appeared in “The 
Quaker Girl,” “Turn to the Right” 
and “Up in Mabel’s Room.” She 
was also with George Arliss in “The 





Devil” and “The Green Goddess.” 


In the last I. A. official bulletin 
President Canavan commented upon 
the legitimate season stating: 
“Stock companies have been cut! 
down to one quarter the usual num- 
ber. Local unions who have been 


widow | 





Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 
Legit houses did not get the break 
Xmas week that the picture eme- 
poriums did. Trade started off slack 
on first two days, then Xmas day 





o. k. with the balance of the week 
not so hot. 

“Diamond Lil” had a disappoint- 
jing start at the Biltmore. They 
thought Mae West was going to 
knock them a-flutter with scenes 
land dialog spicy. But they were 
ifooled and after the capacity open- 
jing trade dropped. 
| “Maternally Yours,” at the Holly= 
wood Music Box, inflicted pain on 
| the b. o., despite the fact that Pasa- 
idena society, which witnessed the 
ipremiere gratis, voted it oke. 


But they sent none of their friends. 
House trying cut rate parties this 
week. 

“Boomerang,” at the El Capitan, 
with cast headed by Ben Lyon, Tom 
Moore and Kay Hammond lived up 
to its name. Has been done here 
before and names in the cast could 
only bring it up to $5,700, which 
does not signify long life. “Dear 
Me,” with Hale Hamilton and Grace 
LaRue at the Hollywood Playhouse 
got same take as “Boomerang,” but 
in smaller house, which allows for 
profit at the $1.25 top. 

“Rear Car,” with Franklin Pange- 
born and Betty Pierce, opened Xmas 
day at the Vine Street and n.s.g. 
for first four days. “Power of Love” 
opened at the Actor’s theatre on 
Xmas day and ran only one pere- 
formance. Looks as though the 
Ruth Remick group will fold most 
any day. 

“Bad Babies” at Figueroa and 
“Her First Night” at Egan both 
folded a week ahead of schedule 
because of poor business. “Babies” 
will be recast to open Jan. 17 at 
Capitol, San Francisco, 

Last week Figueroa got $1,500 and 
Egan $600. 

Edward E. Horton and his gang, 
presenting “Among the Married,” at 
the Majestic. Xmas eve off and in 
eight performances held up to pace 
show has been doing, getting $7,600 
for fourth week. 

“That Ferguson Family” side 
slipped at the President in its third 
week and has another to go, when 
Henry Duffy and Dale Winter come 
in with “Cat and the Canary.” 

“Oh Susanna,” which was to have 
gotten under way Friday night, did 
not start until Dec, 30 at the Mayan, 


Estimates for Last Week 
Actor’s Theatre—“The Power of 


' 


Love.” Ran only one performaace; 
$100. 

Biltmore — “Diamond Lil” (ist 
week), Mae West cleaned up script 


too much to be panic locally. Play 
might be a novelty in some towns, 
but here she must live and act up 
to her spicy rep to cop the kale, 
$10,500. 

Egan — “The First Night” (5th 
week). Just a little more rent to 
the landlord; yanked at $1,000. 

El Capitan — “The Boomerang” 
(1st week). Names in cast helped 
this repeater not at all on first 
stanza; $5,700. 

Figueroa Playhouse—“Bad Babies” 
(5th week). Novelty off with young- 
sters playing with their Xmas gifts. 
So Mr. Scarborough had to be sate 
isfied with $2,600 for final week. 

Hollywood Music Box — “Mater- 
nally Yours” (ist week). Title 
helped little, So the rich author 
and backer kad to take $1,600 and 
say “Happy New Year.” 

Hollywood Playhouse—“Dear Me” 
(1st week). Pleasing entertainment 
and liked; very good at $5,700. 


Majestic — “Among the Married” 
(4th week). As they go for spice, 
capacity almost taxed with one per- 
formance out at $7,600. 

President—“That Ferguson Fami- 
ly” (3rd week). Not so hot for 
those who wanted Yule cheer so 
slipped to $3,000, which means exit 
in another week. 

Vine Street—“The Rear Car” (ist 
week—4 days). Opening Xmas mat, 
It never got started and only 
reached $2,200 by Saturday nicht. 

Another to fold suddenly was “Ma- 
ternally Yours” at Hollywood Music 
Box where receipts were less than 
$1,000 on week. Clarence Odell, 
Pasadena lawyer and _ co-author, 
paid off $2,400 in salaries Saturday. 
He may call in a play doctor and 
patch up the weak spots for another 
try. First effort cost him $10,000. 

“It Pays to Advertise” will be next 
at the Hollywood Playhouse, opene 
ing Jan. 12. 





Ryders Film Bound 

Philip Ryder and Mrs. Ryder, 
known professionally as Aime Tore 
jriani, are on the water, bound for 
|}the west coast, the former to go 
jinto talkers, probably for U., the 
| latter to collect data for a serialized 
story on pictures and sound for the 
| Daily Mirror, New York. 

Ryder, in “The Desert Song” and 
|other Broadway musicals, was in 
ipictures six years ago. 
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Plays on Broadway 





WAKE UP AND DREAM | 


oArk Selwyn’s presentation of C. B.| part with sufficient $6.60’s and 
Sochran’s reyue, starring Jack Buchanan) er ro’. ‘ = . ak 
and featuring Jessie Matthews and Tilly $5.50 * plus the agency sock, to ‘Ane 
Losch. Book by J. H. Turner. Lyrics andj this production beyond a limited en- 
music by Cole Porter. Dances by Miss} gagement is extremely doubtful— 
oe pe cae ay = nae. ae, AS: a complete upset if staying four 
auction staged by Frank Collins. °| months. Carriage trade can’t hold 
Selwyn, starting Dec. 30, at $6.60 top. |: z . 

Cast includes Claude Newman, Toni Birk-|it up any great length of time and 
mayer, Griffiths Bros,, Lance Lister, Doug- there was some grousing over the 
las Phillips, Wyn Clare, Marjorie Brooks. / $22 tap as the premiere admission. 

é } r a0) 2 * . ez arry =z 2 . . - < > i « ¢ , 

Dave Fitzgibbon, Frances Shelley, William . If Cochran and Buchanan have a 
Stephens, William Rolston, A. B. Imeson,| few stronger blackouts they can 


Roy Mitchell and chorus. 

A combination of Jack Buchanan’s 
late London show and C. B. Coch- 
ran’s revue of this title from the 
Same city. The merger is pleasant 
but doubtful of eventually being 
tabbed as a New York hit. It’s 
opening night trouble, and a smooth 
performance it was from the front, 
was a lack of fireworks in the black- 
outs and a second act which was 
midway permitted to hop a tread- 
mill by means of an interpretive 
but uninteresting dance duo, a com- 
edy singing trio based on the an- 
cient theory of the neophyte helping 
out, and a strictly British two-man 
skit. The dance and the trio fol- 
lowed each other—disastrous to the 
second half. Understanding is that 
all three detrimental items will be 
dropped. But even then it doesn’t 
appear as if “Wake Up and Dream” 
can attain better than a moderate 
rating and may swim upstream to 





attain that niche. 


Unquestioned hits of the evening} 
were the Griffiths Brothers inside a | 
prop horse and William Stephens |} 
baritoning “I’m a Gigolo” next to | 
closing. Work of the Griffiths, for 
its type, is as great a piece of low | 
comedy pantomime as this country | 
has ever seen. Between the pic- 
ture houses and vaudeville they'll | 
never go back home unless of their | 
own volition. 

The brothers have been well 
known abroad for years, especially 
in reference to the Christmas nan- 
tomimes. And it will be a pity if 
American youngsters are deprived 
of their performance. There has 
never been such a horse as this on 
any stage over here, and it’s strong 
enough to split the routine for two 
appearances, and certain of ap- 
plause on the second entry. It may 
do much to hold up the show, and 
when it gets as strong as this it’s 
not far away from genius. The 
Times Square bunch will be drop- 
ping in to catch the act regularly. 

Stephens caught a bright lyric 
and an ear-tickling tune as his 
share, and must have known that he 
could deliver it because of the posi- 
tion allotted. Certainly he took full 
advantage of the opportunity, and 
after the lull the spot was perfect. 

Buchanan is doing yeoman serv- 
ice in holding this revue together 
and giving the comedy skits what- 
ever value they may have. Jessie 
Matthews impresses as another of 
the versatile English girls, easy to 
look at and listen to. In appear- 
ance she reminds strongly of Col- 
leen Moore, although not quite so 
dark. Tina Meller, Raquel’s sister, 
quickly develops into a Spanish 
cooch dancer, and, to make it em- 
phatic, is practically doing the same 
dance twice. Gomez Trio and their 
energetic Spanish dances sparkled 
a minute or two during the first act 
finale, a British conception of the old 
San Francisco holding the inevi- 
table “American ragtime song.” 
Which is not to belittle the score. 

Musically this revue is the most 
consistently soothing evening in the 
theatre this season has experienced. 
Five or six numbers from this piece 
will undoubtedly é¢njoy the favor of 
dance orchestra, radio and the me- 
chanicals. A couple have already 

been around. Of the numbers “What 
Is This Thing Called Love?” with 
its unusual counter-rhythm, seems 
the leader. This is Frances Shel- 
ley’s sole appearance. Closely fol- 
lows the title song and “Fancy Our 
Meeting.” Cole Porter is program 
credited with the entire score, and 
if that’s the case he'll have to argue 
it out whether “Looking at You” 
or “Turn on the Heat” was written 
first. 

For novelty “Ballet from the 
Wings” shapes as the outstanJing 
item, dancers working to the left 
side of the stage while full access 
behind scenes is permitted the audi- 
ence, upstage, as the ballet pro- 
gresses. For comedy nothing even 
closely approaches the Griffiths or 


the light-hearted poke at Sir Thom- ! 


as Beecham’s opera mania as ren- 
dered by Buchanan. 

Tilly Losch’s high spot is “Ara- 
besque,” described as a dance of the 
hands, which caught a spontaneous 
answer, while Toni Birkmayer, op- 
posite her throughout, immediately 
dréw attention and held it on his 
ballet work in which he stresses ele- 
vation. No special scenic display, 
running mostly to drapes and drops, 
but the costuming is good and some 
of the lighting excellent. 

On tunes the Broadway version 
of “Wake Up and Dream” is also 
reported a combine of the Buchanan- 

‘Cochran shows abroad. It is not 
known whether Porter wrote those 
songs which may have been inserted 
from Buchanfian’s show. The tunes 
and Buchanan’s personal draw will 


likely hold it here for a while, but 
that the middle-class patron will 


immediately revive, that seems the 
best way of stemming the retreat. 
Skillful material substituting, with 
the three dull periods eliminated, 
could make a world of difference, as 
there’s nothing the matter with the 





first act and there’s always that 
score underneath everything and 
that prop horse. Sid. 


War play in seven episodes, making two 
acts, by Frank J. Coilins. Presente’i by 
Jimmy Cooper. Directed by Lionel Atwill. 
Single set and 11 people. At Republic Dec, 
27, $3.50 top. 


Heloise oo bipece $b bse sone Beverly Sitgreaves 
COG. SIA. 0644460 bsbeeene des Robert Strange 
BPSD ni pera Preston Foster 
Fi EEE TE eee Millard F. Mitchell 
COSTAR... 0 kc ven onnedoes hood sees Dei Cleveland 
is cbataviss untae :seneenaaaed Alan Davis 
SE PPeent Cie pees” Amand Cortes | 
Huston...... Sanaa 6needWee es Tom Douglas | 
La Comtesse de Villette...Suzarine Caubaye | 
EMR as Rab beeuds4 <8eeaeas oka -Anne Lubow 
ORs BANG. i dis casks dead bcosce George Lessey 


Just another war play, and a most 
inexpertly written one. Aims at| 
sentimental romance and achieves! 
nothing of the kind. Flaps at this | 
Saturday afternoon performance 
mistook its highlight romantic 
scenes as something approaching 
bedroom farce, and giggled unre- 
strainedly. Brief cut-rate stay sums 
it up. 

A pity, too, for the author has hit 
on an idea of promise for a serious | 
story—that of an intelligent woman | 
deliberately taking charge of the 
first romantic experienee of a sensi- 
tive young man near madness with 
the horror of war and submitting 
herself to the appropriate boudoir 
episode in order that the boy may | 
be introduced to love under happy 
auspices. 

If memory serves, Shaw has some- 
where dealt. with something of the 
same theme. It needs a sophisti- 
cated Shaw. Here it is qa clumsy 
bit of work dressed up in theatrical 
trumpery and the dramatic bunk of 
most war plays. 

Piece is unbelievably naive and 
Sappy, even to a sad ending that 
goes with its maudlin treatment. A 
first-rate cast did nobly by a hope- 
less play—a play that even inspired 
playing couldn’t make worth while. 

An excellent cast gave full value 
and more to the script, in particular 
Robert Strange, who couldn’t have 
given a better performance if he 
had had the lead of ‘“Journey’s End.” 
Suzanne Caubaye, who played Nubi 
in “The Squall,” although you'd 
never recognize her here, is the 
countess, a beauty of a fascinating 
French type and an actress of such 
resource she almost made the par- 
ody of a French noblewoman seem 
human. If anybo@y wants an au- 
thentic French accent for the taiking 
pictures, backed by graceful play- 
ing and plenty of looks, they 
couldn’t go wrong on this girl, who, 
sO a program note declares, is a 
goi-child of Sarah Bernhardt. 

Single set of a room in the old 
chateau is a first-rate background, 
and the sound effects of scout 
planes, battle craft and bombers is 
faultless to the ear of anybody who 
has played golf near Mitchel Field 
on Long Island. Rush. 


CITY HAUL 


Drama in three acts by Elizabeth Miele, 
at the. Hudson, Dec. 30. Gil Boag, pro- 
ducer. Featuring Herbert Rawlinson, Staged 





by Harry Wagstaff Gribble. One set. 
Hopkins. Keporter......... Lawrence Bolton 
ee PS rs Lynn Root 
Shafer, Reporter........... William Gargan 
Jackie, Bootblack..... Kadve% Buddy Schubert 
Bill Henderson......... J. Anthony Hughes 
Timothy MacHugh, Mayor.............. 
Herbert Rawlinson 
Dr. Andrew Sprague........... John Stokes 
Dora MacHugh,.... .-Dorothy Lebaire 


Tony Scaranza.... 
Mrs, Car! Bolton.. 


....-Henry Sherwood 
....Mathilda Baring 


Rey. Dr. Cruse....... eee Sues of Arthur Cole 
oo AR aa Reginald Fife 
Mark Moore.......... +-..-Charles Slattery 
Mrs. Harrison Leeds......,....Ann Winston 
Mrs. Mary Malone....... ++-+.Lizzie McCall 
Edwards, Polfceman........ Donald Kellogg 
Melly, Policeman. o..sccciccecs Ben Roberts 
Dan .Kelly, Biter. ...cccccccccs Doan Borup 
i. . eee Coes cvccceseses Gene Miller 
BOE CUMWET Ss ccccesscscccscscG. BE Smith 
BE WM icciccccctciczed Adelaide Kendall 





Small time stuff, bound to get lost 
in the maelstrom of hit and runs 
around Broadway all this season. 
Not a chance to get into important 
money, notwithstanding apparent 
inexpensive cast and production. 
Outside of Herbert Rawlinson not a 
glimpse of a significant salary in a 
lineup that may look, but is not, im- 
posing. 

Somewhere is an inkling that 
there were a lot of things done to 
the original script of this play. 
Probably the authoress gave it a 
definite form and locale when start- 
ing out on paper. The big idea points 
to corrupt politics and the place will 
not be mistaken for anywhere but 
Chicago, although the program says 
the play is laid in an Illinois city. 


| til the curtain of the second is there 











Appearing nightly at County Fair, | 
54 East 9th, club for smart New 
Yorkers 

From Anderson's “Almanac.” 

“A lad in blackface, Jack Powell, 
wizard of drum sticks, did a clean-| 
up. In cook's garb he did his ‘Jazz 
in a Kitchenette’ to resultant glee.” 

“Variety.” 


JACK POWELL | 





Direction LEDDY & SMITH 





behind the veil it really is Chicago, 
what goes on in the two hours and 
10 minutes it takes to unfold this 
pretty elementary tale, is just a lot 
of pop-corn, There never was .a 
mayor in that town who looked, 
aeted or handled himself in the style 
and manner that Rawlinson gives 
the eharacter in this play. Neither 
are the situations, gullibly presented 
here, anything but fanciful, and in 
many spots farcically so. 

Nothing but_a lot of conversation 
happens in the first act, and not un- 


anything like a stir of action. This | 
little wavelet.occurs when the mayor 
has himself framed into an arrest 
for murder, to plant the yarn on the 
front page on the opposition sheet 
and then sue for a million for libel. 
Last act comparatively tame with 
culmination of a love affair between 
the mayor’s daughter and his sec- 
retary. 

Mr. Rawlinson, one time screen 
bulb, and in the past two years bust- 
ing around stock and vaude, makes 
his first legit try, as far as known, 
in this. Discounting first night con- 
fusions Rawlinson turns out a 
pretty good flair for histrionics, con- 
sidering that the part of the mayor 
can be tabbed a bit too heavy for 
him. William Gargan ag a reporter 
is the best, next. This boy has a 
natural slant on the oft mistreated 
character and is careful not to over- 
play.. Same can’t be said of the 
others. 

Gil Boag, who earlier this season 
was interested in the musical, “Al- 
manacs,” is understood to have only 
a‘part of “City Haul,” though fully 
credited as the producer. So he can’t 
go in the red 100%. Span. 


UNSOPHISTICATES 


Comedy in three acts by Harry Delf and 
presented by him at the Longacre Dec. 30; 
staged by Ralph Murphy. 

Mistress Brewster............Molly Pearson 
John Bradford, Elder........John T. Doyle 
Prudence Brewster......... Nydia Westman 
John Bradford...............-.Vernon Rich 
Barbara Sewell......s+.+++.-+.Helen Baxter 





A Magistrate.......+.++......-3. H. Brewer 
Mullens.......... eeecesess--JOhn C, Hickey 
Chilton.......ccece Gdbeoccese Robert Robson 
Mistress Chilton..........Catherine Haydon 
Smith...... ooevecce eees+. William Thompson 


Mistress Smith....cccesssseeeies Enid Gray 
Brasher...... Scosee eoese+... Harry Hammel 
ClasB ec ccevse ece¢eee eocccees Jerome Kennedy 
A Neighbor... .cccccccccccvscecs John Martin 


Mistress Winthrop.......... Margaret Arrow 


Harry Delf has been on the verge 
of writing a Broadway hit. His 
“The Family Upstairs” was one in- 
stance. There is an idea in his 
latest comedy, “The Unsophisti- 
cates,” but yet it somehow misses 
the mark. 

The idea is that of a maiden and a 
youth who marry but know nothing 
of sex. Naturally he had to select 
a period and a people that that 
might be true, and so the play is 
set amid the Puritan folk who 
landed on Plymouth rock. The year 
was 1622, yea, verily. They say nay 
for no, but the dialog is not all a. k. 
like that, 

The father of John Bradford, 17, 
has great hopes for the colony and 
he calis on Mistress’ Brewster, 
mother of Prudence, 16, to suggest 
the youngsters get married. She 
remonstrates, saying her girl is but 
a child. Bradford, an elder among 
his people, thinks differently, be- 
cause John is strong and healthy 
and the colony needs children that 
it may develop. Mistress Brewster 
desires to have the youngsters await 
another winter or two but she 
changes her mind when she finds 
John and Prudence have already 
been courting. The girl innocently 
describes a warmth when being 
kissed by John. Whereas her 
mother had forbid them strolling in 
the gloaming and is now strong for 
an immediate marriage. 

That settled, Prudence is thirst- 
ing for worldly information. Mother 
explains the relationship of a young 
married couple with a peach, a 











And, taking it for granted that 


ithe cunning Nydia Westman as Pru- 


LEGITIMATE 


nifies admiration, the second com- 
panionship, and the third. (apple), 
From off the just returned “May- 
passion, Without the latter the first 
two don't work out so well. 
flower” is the red-lipped and dash- 
ing Barbara Sewell, who frankly 
admires John, now grown sturdier. 
The wedding night arrives. Barbara 
talks with John, who admits he 
knows nothing about what is ex- 
pected of him as a bridegroom. She 
arranges a meeting in the woodshed 
near the rock and immediately after 
the ceremony hé steals off there. 
An hour passes when the missing 
young husband returns. Prudence 
is waiting in bed. He makes many 


Grace George, who returns to th 
stage as its star. Not vvhat is chats 
as a wcw here, but satis actory due 
tertainment and indicates it wil! en. 
joy a moderate demand. 

New York’s critics were oy+ en 
masse for the premiere, not because 
of the play alone, but rather que to 
its author, St. John Ervine, play. 
wright as well as critic, anq who 
reviewed for the New York “Morn- 
ing World” last season. Ervine the 
created not a little discussion amene 
the newspaper crowd. He wag at 
variance with the field, liking and 
disliking in a _ positive manner 
sometimes violently so. e 

Play starts somewhat mildly, put 





protestations of love. As she tells 
it later, that kept up until dawn 
and then he slept on the foot of the 
bed, still clothed. 

Mistress Brewster is very angry 
and upbraids Elder Bradford for not 
telling his son the simple facts of | 
life. - Barbara admits the woodshed | 
incident and blames the old man | 
who bows out. “Prudence learns of | 
it, too, and weeps, but when John 
says he has gained wisdom and that | 
he loves her the more, they vamp | 
off to church to pray for John, there- | 
after to be patriotic and have chil- 
dren. 

Presumption that even young peo- 
ple of the Plymouth rock age could 
and believe that 





be so innocent 
babies came amid spring cabbages | 
is necessary for “The Unsophisti- | 


cates” to get across. A good deal 
of that depends on the playing and | 


dence went quite a distance in pro- 
viding the illusion, Vernon Rich as 
John seemed a good choice, though 
the long hair affected was unneces- 
sary. Molly Pearson as Mistress 
Brewster did well, and so did John 
T. Doyle as the stern Puritan father. 
Helen Baxter looked the somewhat 
scarlet Barbara. 

The program list of names is long 
but most are extra people. Devel- 
opment of types might have made 
the play more amusing. As it was 
the wedding and the mother’s deli- 
cate explanation with the three kinds 
of fruit stood out. 

Not enough fun made out of a 
situation that could have been made 
much more amusing. I bee. 


DAMN YOUR HONOR 


Melodrama in four acts, presented by 
Vincent Youmans; starring John Halliday. 
Written by Bayard Veiller and Becky Gar- 





diner; staged by the authors. At Cosmo- 
politan, New York, Dec. 30. $3.85 top. 

TM TOG. 0 ic vcdccscvccscccees John Halliday 
Governor Waring......:-. Frederic Worlock 
Cydalyse Waring...... Jessie Royce Landis 
Michel Du Fresne.....+-+.-+- Peggy Shannon 
James Coleman.....sss+se++> Alan Campbell 
British Officer.............J. Malcom Dunn 
Diablo... .cccccvescceccsesceses Adin Wilson 


Captain Gains..,.....Frederick T. Forman 
Rigaud....... 0 0ebe sone esccces Curtis Karpe 
Beluche......«. ceccecccsess William B. Mack 
Dominique... .ssscevcceeseseen James T. Ford 
Gambio..s..ccceccovcce ..Harry D. Southard 
GEV cise socccssicocoe ese tevee Richard Curtis 
Negro Servant. ...s.ssesseeeese James Brown 
Pirates, Soldiers, Etc. 


Framed as an ultimate cinematic 
venture. Vincent Youmans has on 
his hands a bloody, Hobokenish 
melodrama bidding in its bedazzling 
raiment and gorgeous setting a tech- 
nicolor career. Its life in the the- 
atre will scarcely be much longer 
than that of the deceased characters 
who expired in the first scene. A 
scenario writer did it! 

Founded on the direst hokum; 
interspersed with countless female 
goddams; reeking with “thrilling” 
rescues; gorged with acrobatics; 
saccharinized with dainty, incon- 
gruous love passages; brimming 
with detective story abracadabra; 
and bespattered with impossible, 
inane situations—the solitary merit 
is its principals, notably the fine 
John Halliday; Beau Brummel buc- 
caneer, whose syperb poise and deli- 
cate gestures are seducted by such 
aerial maneuvers as leaping Fair- 
banks style over tables or swinging 
the length and height of the stage, 
always to engage the flagellating 
Governor Waring, played well by 
Frederick Worlock. 

Audience often clapped with en- 
thusiastic humor at the rescues, and 
whimsically counted the dead and 
wounded. True enough, the Roxy- 
like beauty of the English soldiers 
in brilliant costume and the super- 
colorful scenes lent their concomit 
ant tonic. 

A notable performance was given 
by Peggy Shannon, as a flapper pi- 
rate in love with Halliday, whose 
love was so great she sacrificed her 
life to straighten him out with the 
Governor's wife. 

Story centers around treasure— 
the jewels and other valuables. 
That’s enough for the plot. 

This may get a few weeks for 
laughs. 


FIRST MRS. FRASER 


Comedy in three acts. at the Playhouse 
Dec. 28. Produced by William A. Brady. 
Written by St. John Ervine. Grace George 
starred. A. E. Matthews and Lawrence 
Grossmith featured. 


Ninian Fraser........ ocvenesd John Halloran 
Pi sahocn6ne0ebeeae-pnnia -+--Emily Hamill 
James Praver..ccccccccses .A. E. Matthews 
JOM! Praser. ..cccccccccseccecs Miss George 
Philip Logan.....s..«.. Lawrence Grossmith 
Murdo Fraser...... eaeeseceesess Eric Elliott 
Alice Fraser.......s...... Annabella Murray 
Bilste PYaeee, . cv'ce sccsccces +.-Carol Goodner 


Of London is “The Frst Mrs. 
Fraser.” That is it was first shown 
there, and the American presenta- 
tion. came via Chicago, where it was 





pear and an apple. The first sig- 


well liked for a time. It is lightly 


| Mrs. Rraser. 





diverting and certainly suited to 


the garrulous people of the first act 
are piped down thereafter ana the 
remaining two acts stand up well. 

Story is a middle-age romance 
Janet Fraser was married to James 
for 20 years, there being two grown 
sons. It is told how James haq 
divorced Janet to wed a much 
younger woman. James, a Scotch. 
man, comes to call upon the first 
He has a problem, and 
it is his young wife. He rezlizes 
the December-May marriage can’t 
last long. It is patent that Janet 
and James are still in love, despite 
his having divorced her for the 
younger woman. 

Janet pretends to accept the at- 
tentions of Philip Logan, a bachelor 
of 50. When Elsie, the second Mrs, 
Fraser, calls, the older woman sets 
about righting the affairs of. her 
former husband. Elsie is a design. 


|ing girl, virtually set to marry a title 


but carrying on an affair with 
Mario, a dancer. When confronted 
with that by Janet she agrees to 
skip to Paris with her half-witted 
title, which paves the way for 
James to divorce her, 

When the decree is handed down, 
to become effective in six: months, 
James comes to Janet. She expects 
him to propose remarriage, and he 
does, in a crude way. Janet rejects 
the proposal, after explaining she 


has builded a new and satisfactory 
life of her own. James bows out, 
saying it is the finish, but while 
Janet is having tea with her young- 
er and chattering son, a parcel by 
special messenger arrives. It is a 
pearl necklace from a jeweler’s near 
by. In answer to the impetuous 
questions of the youth, mother re- 
plies that father is again courting 
her. ‘ 

Grace George looks lively as the 
first Mrs. Fraser and plays it ad- 
mirably. It is easy to see why Miss 
George, in London, immediately 
sought the play for herself and why 
Mr. Brady agreed on the project. 

A, E. Matthews, as the straying 
and home-pointed husband, is well 
spotted and Lawrence Grossmith, 
another British and clever player, 
does the unlucky suitor capably, 
Carol Goodner, once of Music Box 
revues, plays Elsie, and John Hal- 
loran does the talkative son. Both 
are good, the latter a nice looking 
kid with a bit too much to say in 
the first act. 

Show 1s spotted in the Playhouse, 
from whence the year-old “Street 
Scene” was moved. Mr. Brady hasn't 
@ smash, but the new one should 
make a fairly good showing. Ibee. 


BLUE AND THE GRAY 


(OR WAR IS HELL) 
(Hoboken Revival) 
Christopher Morley and Cleon Throck- 
morton production, ‘‘revived and edified 
from an old ecript,’’ at the old Rialto, Ho- 
boken, as successor to ‘‘After Dark.” Play 
in four acts and ever 90 many scenes, 16, 
exact, directed by Jasper Deeter. $2 top. 

Opened Dec. 27. 

Cadets at West Point: 
Taylor...csccccccccss+MPr. Philip Snyder 
Cook.....ssecccceeess-Mr. Jerome Coray 
Kingsbury......++..+...Mr. Roger Wolff 
Sere $0.000%e00 ess Mr. Jack Glenn 

...Mr. Lloyd Nolan 


Harry Estes.....as.- 
Spaulding Hall 


Charles Dunbar......Mr. 
Annie May Bilaskman 
Miss Virginia Morgan 
Helen Dunbar...........- Miss Vesso Pan 
Jerry Cavanaugh 
Sydney Andrews 
Mr. Arthur Wyman 
...Mr. Keith Stillman 


Orderly..... 
Seth Green.. 







Maria Green.. Miss Gertrude Ritchie 
Dr. Spencer...... ...Mr, Bruce Rimaléo 
Ben, an old Negro...... Mr. Fred Holloway 
General Corse........ Mr, Jerry Cavanaugh 
Capt, Chase Capt. Fitch, Major Lamar, 

General Slocum......Mr, Keith Stillman 
Capt. Reed..............Mr. Jerome Coray 
Telegraph Operator...,..Mr. Roger Wolff 
General W. T. Sherman.Mr. Bruce Rimaldo 
A Soldier..... iS caewent Mr. Harvey Hickok 
Rens chaans tine’ ....Mr. Tra Knaster 
Colored Mammy..... Miss Gertrude Ritchie 


War is all of that and so are 
Hoboken audience-comedians who 
patronize these revivals. Opening 
night a local wit in the balcony 
took the performance away from 
stage and players. These old time 
revivals don’t last beyond one eX- 
perience. “After Dark” was a treat 
in its surprise and freshness. All 
its successors have lacked spon- 
taneity. “The Blue and the Gray 
does, although it is quite as amus- 
ing in its pompous staging and 
action as the ori@inal. Audience 
here is twice as lacking in genuine 
expression as the plays. Now they 
think they have to be smart and 
they try too hard. 

Best test that the mine is worked 
out was that not over a handful 
gathered for. this premiere; the 
house was unheated and uncom- 
fortable; the proceedings were 4 
bore; the audience the same and 
some besides. 

Play has its points as a burlesque 
of all the war play hoke, done in 
the labored fashion of the last cen- 
tury. Best gag of the perform- 
ance was the Yankee hero's line 
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upon dashing into the drawing room 
of the Rebel plantation and finding 
his former sweetheart there. The 
line was: 

“Unbearable coincidence, ’tis she!” 

Is it really true they used to 
write such stuff? 

Or did Morley make it up? 

Next best was the back drop for 
a love scene at West Point. An 
atrocious bit of paint splashing in 
greens and yellows as irritating as 
sand in the teeth. It showed a per- 
spective of the Hudson shore and 
the river in the background with 
Robert Fulton’s “Claremont” all out 


of scale riding the waves and the |} hil 
iwnile 


train with its 
up the middle 


first railroad 
coaches taking 
tance. 

Spalding Hall is the heavy, a 
Confederate officer. He plays with 
a really terrifying earnestness and 
a vast expenditure of lung power. 
Lloyd Nolan does the Yankee cap- 
tain, as legitimately as lines like 
the one quoted will permit. 

Finale is a battle scene with 
brave Yankees defending a 
against terrible odds and all 
principal characters brought into 
the scene by devices even cruder 
than those of the modern stage. 
Whole business works up to a 
grand climax of musketry and can- 
non fire with the Rebel heavy 
leading the attack and bearing the 
Confederate flag over the barricade 
and engaging in hand to hand com- 
bat with the Yank hero, latter bear- 
ing the Grand Old Flag to make the 
symbolism perfect. 

All pretty tiresome business on 
a repeat visit and unfruitful for a 
two and a half-hour stretch. The 
Hoboken idea clicked once and only 
once. Scores of copyists flopped 
and now the originators 
themselves find it hard to repeat. 
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TOP SPEED 


Kalmar, Ruby, Ltd., producer. 
comedy in two acts and seven 
Book, music and lyrics by the pro- 
John Harwood staging, with dance 
numbers by John Boyie and LeRoy Prinz 


Bolton, 
Musical 
scenes. 
ducers. 





Chorus: 24 mediums, eight show girls, 16 
boys. At Chanin’s 46th Street, Dec. 25. 
$5.50 top. 

ME SINS 5 on 6 9 0b 000004 608 Harland Dixon 
EE ) Ss chads cues 64h 6b Sunny Dale 
EE CONN. 6644400008 60000 Paul Frawley 
MEOW -MENOUNE. 66s ccteccevce «-..Lester Allen 
DEN 6 ose 0b¥s00d0sbee0 «++eeeElaine Blaire 
Pete Schoonmaker.......... «»-Lon Hascall 
Virginia Rollins............. ««-Irene Delroy 
Babs Green....... 9 ebb sbeeen Ginger Rogers 
EE ery Shirley Richards 
Mr. Rollins...... aodeoves Theodore Babcock 
Vincent Colgate............ Sam Critcherson 
Spencer Colgate..........+5. John T. Dwyer 





Size of the house in which this 
musical is cavorting will likely cur- 
tail its Broadway career. It’s big, 
too big to make salary list, rental, 
and dole from Leblang a financially 
happy family. Getting away from 
Tbee’s ifs, ands, and buts, “Top 
Speed” looks like 12 weeks with the 
main thing in its favor the scarcity 
of musical hits this season. 

It’s a good-looking show, splen- 
didly dressed, with the now prover- 
bial fast dancing chorus, and two 
tunes, one of which, “What Would 
I Care?” should get moderately 
strong ether and dance floor atten- 
Second melody, “Sweeter Than 
You,” is a Kalmar-Ruby revival of 
about '26 vintage for which a foggy 
Memory seems to recall “Twinkle 
Twinkle” as the launching point. 
That this ditty can be replugged 
into major popularity is doubtful, 
inasmuch as it drew pretty fair at- 
tention upon its debut those many 
months ago. 


Show moves at a spasmodic pace 
while unfolding the familiar musical 
comedy plot, this time given a back- 
ground of the Thousand Islands and 
& motor boat race as the climax. 








DOROTHY LULL 


with 
7TH EDITION OF 


“Earl Carroll’s Vanities” 


NOW ON TOUR 
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EGITIMAT 











Cloud of suspicion enveloping the 


supposed to be a Siberian prince for 


hero, which makes the heroine weep | that period. 


upstage, comes in the middle of the 
second act instead of at the end of 
the first. 


Cast does well enough by the story 


Frawley isn’t in Hollywood. A 
corking juvenile who knows what 


it’s all about and proves it in the 
way he foils both Irene Delroy and 





dis- | 


|icals 
}if lacking a punch. 
| when 


Lester Allen. Miss Delroy, who left 


“Follow Thru” to hop in here, sang | 


well and read nicely opening night, 
Allen has evolved a 
theme of a succession 
and is the cornerstone 
this stage edifice rests. 

Ginger Rogers, from 
vaude and the picture houses, is a 
likely comedienne for future mus- 
Okay here, too, her first show, 
Facial grimaces, 


of sweaters 
upon 


cabaret, 


dancing, make her look not 
|}unlike Fanny Brice. Harlan Dixon 
is something of a volume for all 


hoofers to study. His execution is 
as good as it ever was, but it’s still 
the same routine. Dixon originated 
his own peculiar stiff-legged style 
and chased many a dancer out of 
Broadway shows and back to vaude- 
ville because of it. Now, the boom- 
erang is on the return trip. At least 
two other dancers, well known in 
legit but now dabbling in pictures, 
suffered through their sense of loy- 
alty to the step schedules which got 
them there but couldn’t retain the 
spot forever. 

Production, having Warner Broth- 
ers’ coin behind it, utilizes four full 
stage sets, all in or about the ficti- 
tious Onowanda Lodge on the St. 
Lawrence. One panoramic back cyc 
serves throughout. If the Islands 











| had such a spot as this it might get 
somewhere, commercially, as a re- | 


sort. And it is too bad that the 


| Whiskey Island course, the second 
| best in the country for racing motor 
| boats, is unused any more. 


the show is worked up by radio an- 
nouncing and chorus exclamations 
plus some sort of an effect of the 
winning boat hurtling across back 
stage, well screened by the merry- 
merries. 

Chorus numbers are uniformly 
good. John Boyle at one point turns 
loose 16 boys and girls from his 
school for a tap salvo. For lyrics 
“You Couldn’t Blame Me for That,” 
done by Miss Rogers and Allen, 
stands out. “Hot and Bothered” is 
Miss Rogers’ main solo effort, a so- 
so melody, while “Dizzy Feet” will 
find its. more lively counterpart, 
titled “Crazy Feet,” in a picture on 
its way to the Roxy. 

“Top Speed” plays as a nice cut- 
rate buy and will probably develop 
into such an attraction. Problem is 
whether ends can meet under_ this 
limitation. Sid, 


Death Takes a Holiday 


Drama in three acts, presented at Bar- 
rymore by Lee Shubert Dec. 26; adapted by 
Walter Ferris from Italian original ef Al- 
berta Casella; Philip Merivale featured; 
staged by Lawrence Marston. 

A Maid.....cccccees wesveeeeeFlorenz Golden 
Fedele......+- ectebbesccccccece DROMmas Bate 
Duke Lambert.........+++++++++-James Dale 
BIGRs one 0% 5 ike eee Sdeneddodsbecsed SD ee 
Duchess Stephanie....... ...--Olga Birbeck 
Princess of San Luca.........Viva Berkett 
Baron Cesarea.............Wallace Erskine 
Rhoda Fenton......s+-ee+e0% Lenore Sorsby 
Eric Fenton............-+.-Roland Bottomley 
COPPadO.scccccccccccecececses marun Burton 
Grazia....... ee ccedeccecgeccs cs Rose Hobart 
Prince Sirki....... ~.+---FPhilip, Merivale 
Major Whitread.... ..- Frank Greene 








Billed as a comedy, it would be a 
stretch of the imagination to make 
the average playgoer believe ‘‘Death 
Takes a Holiday” as such. The play 
is imaginative; if comedy, it is sar- 
donic, or perhaps satanic, Certain- 
ly did not add to the gayety of the 
holiday season, and figures as a too 
limited draw despite production ex- 
cellence. 

“Outward Bound” was an attempt 
by those on the brink to peek into 
the hereafter. ‘Death Takes a Holi- 
day” would have us understand that 
mankind fears death too much. The 
figure of death, black-robed and 
skull-like face, stalks through the 
play in mortal.form for three days, 
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to make it a question why Paul | 


comedy | 


which | 


Race in } 


During the three days men and 
; Women are strangely drawn to the 
| Prince, though all but one admit be- 
jing somewhat terrified by his 
strangeness. Two of the younger 
|women are fascinated. Both pro- 
|fess love but the prince convinces 
jhimself it is but passion. One of 
|the matrons he permits to realize 
jthat he is death. She passes out of 
;the play horror-stricken and ap- 
parently does not tell the others. 
| The prince admits his love for 
|Grazia but is caught in a trap of his 
|own making. Being a mortal he has 


fallen in love in a mortal manner 
yet realizes he must become the 
reaper within a few hours. The 
duke discloses the identity of the 


prince before the time is up. They | 


him to return Grazia to 
them. He tells them to try to call 
her from his side. Even when he 
assumes the black robes and grim 
face, the girl remains saying she 
knew who he was all the while. 
|The assumption is that the maiden 
; was marked.for early death. 

| It is a stern job this Prince- 
— by Philip Merivale, a figure 
that will impress all who see it 
| because of the resemblance to the 
| oft-used picture of the old grim 
reaper. 

James Dale as the duke gave an 
excellent performance; Rose Hobart 
a touch that was almost ethereal to 
|Grazia. Others all very good. In- 
|}cluded was Ann Orr, who retired 
after marriage and remembered in 
| the intimate musicals at the Princess. 

“Death Takes a Holiday” is at- 
tractively set and lighted, well di- 
jrected by Lawrence Marston, though 
| pace of script much too even. A 
|thriller in. its way but too sombre 
|}to eatch popular fancy. Ibee. 


plead to 


Lantzman From Warsaw 


Musical comedy, two acts, two scenes, 
in Yiddish, presented by stock company at 
National theatre, Dec. 30. Author, Wil- 
jliam Siegel. Produced by Jacob Jacobs. 
Music by Alexander Olshanetsky. Cast 
includes Abraham Teitlebaum, Sarah Fil- 
jler, May Shoenfeld, Irving Jacobson, Max 
| Badin, Yetta Zwerling, Abe Gross, Isidore 
| Feld, Bennie Seidman, 
and Abe Naitel. 





Chorus of eight girls. 


It's the old army game. Regard- 
jless of the standard of judgment 
this play by any other name would 
still be as bad. Stuffed shirt actors 
trying to shove over hoke artistry 
on a sentimental and single-lingoed 
theatre public. « 

Play is bald attempt to plant 
modern American musical comedy 
in Yiddish without even taking 
first step to clear the decks of con- 
flicting dialects with which the 
tongue: is. glibbed. Not an actor 
in the cast worthy of mention and 
eight girls who made up the caurus 
never timed routines in unison. 

Lacking in artistry, technique and 
performance, actors didn’t even 
enunciate distinctly, jamming their 
reading in effort to effect dialect. 

Question as to what purpose such 
theatre serves the Jewish dctor. 
He can not progress with such stuff 
and certainly he would be much 
better off by co-operating with real 
Jewish artists in attempt to adapt 
Yiddish to modern musical romance 
in a tasteful way. j 

Maurice Schwartz and others 
have long ago demonstrated that 
Yiddish can be used with taste in 
the theatre. To extend this usage 
to the musical comedy is certainly 
possible, but it must be done with 
care and judgment. 

Putting Yiddish words to old 
American tunes and palming the 
result off as original Yiddish lib- 
retto hardly can help the Jewish 
actor and certainly the dances de- 
serve better. 


Unworthy of the Jewish theatre, 
play hardly rates consideration. As 
presented here stuff is series of 
vaude patter in duets and en- 
sembles like a revue only different 
—with incidental story that starts, 
halts, giddaps and flops in moat 
amazing spots. Singing hardly that. 

Biz has been bad at this house 

recently. It’s easy enough to see 
why. Even worse than the play 
are the ventilation and theatre’s 
wiggly chairs. 
Best part of the evening was in- 
termission, more than an hour long, 
during which the audience was en- 
tertained by Michael Michaelesko, 
chief artist of the theatre (who did 
not appear in the play); Ben Jack, 
boy actor from Germany, and Can- 
tor Josef Rosenblatt. 


Trio was responsible for big draw. 
Rosenblatt’s singing set house rav- 
ing. Michaelesko, a baritone, and 
star of the stock company, is per- 
sonable and demonstrated ability 
as an artist. Ben Jack introduced 
as the Jackie Coogan of Germany, 
gave two numbers. One was a 
takeoff on the kid that Chaplin 
made famous, and the other that of 
a whoopee sailor. 

Fault with first was too rough 
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TREVELYN’S GHOST 


Washington, Dec. 31. 
Farce by Dwight Taylor. 
erick Kerr and Mr. 


Tyler production. At National, Dec. 30. 
Hon. Phyllis Tenkington..... Phyllis Povah 
Ue eS eee Rea Martin | 


(Bunch)...... 
Harold DeBecker 
Lord George Trevelyn.......... Percy Ames 


Cecil B. Thwaites, Esq. 





Bernie Feinsilver 


Miss Fanny Millar.........Patricia Barclay 


| Dr. Conrad Bennett ..--Percival Vivian 
| Col. Arthur Stanfield Thwaites..... 

| Frederick Ker 
Geoffrey Stacklin.. sees A. J. Herbert 
Briggs, butler..... eoes-+e-Charles Browr 


“Mr. Taylor has been writing plays 


for 10 
Ghost’ is 


years, although ‘“Trevelyn’s 
the first to 


production.” 


receive pro- 
That is a 
quote advance publicity. 
Therein lies the tip off: if it took 
10 years to reach this one no won- 
der the others never made it. 

It is anything but a farce, as pro- 
gramed. Even the tempo isn’t there. 
It isn’t even a good comedy. Mildly 
amusing at times, but that is prin- 
cipally due to the showmanship of 
the cast in trying to sell it. Never 
for a moment is there a situation 
created that in itself is funny—it 
just gradually wends its way through 
the allotted time not actually boring 
—just another show. 

The plot is easily recognizable. 
It is set in a haunted castle in Eng- 
land. That castle is occupied by a 
busted nobleman who thinks he is 
to get a nest egg to be.married on 
through the sale of a book he is 
writing on oak trees. The lady in 
question being of a more practical 
turn of mind wants to sell the castle 
for commercial purposes, 

Proceedings open in the haunted 
room of the haunted castle with the 
married-to-be couple in pajamas. 
That he is very jealous is here 
planted. He finally retires to his 
own bedchamber—leaving the lady 
in the haunted one. Then there is 
a friend, a_ spiritualist, friend’s 
father, former admirer of the lady, 
the comedy butler and maid, and the 
ghost. 

Piece hasn’t a chance but it did 
demonstrate that a house with a 
good local rep can get money even 
with the untried. Almost a grand in 
cash in at the opening. Meakin. 


DEAR OLD ENGLAND 


Atlantic City, Dec. 31. 

. “Dear Old England,” from Lon- 
don, had.4ts American premiere at 
the Apollé last night. It is an un- 
pretentious comedy but briskly writ- 
ten with a static that is unobtrusive 
but none the less pointed. Dis- 
tinctly for British audiences. 

The scene as H. F. Maltby, the 
author, sets it, is ‘in “one of those 
unmapped settlements of new Eng- 
land.” ‘These settlements of dis- 
carded railway coaches, derelict 
tram cars and old army huts serve 
as the homesteads of that portion 
of England’s peerage reduced to 
poverty by the war. Into this pic- 
ture Maltby introduces the old love 
story of the squire’s son and the 
village maiden. 

The squire’s son in this case is 
the offspring of one Burrows, grown 
rich and occupant of the Towers, 
once occupied by the daughter and 
wife of Lord Shoreham, who are 
now tenants of the same Burrows. 
The daughter is employed as kitchen 
maid in her former home, where the 
younger Burrows meets her. 

That is the slender tail that Maltby 
uses to show that no matter what 
one’s been or is at present, money 
is the underlying interest to all. It 
is not meant to be taken seriously 
and the author reminds the audi- 
ence his effort is to amuse, 

Despite the Londonese used and 
the unfamiliarity of the scene to 
American audiences, “Dear Old Eng- 
land” does provide amusement, not 
hilarious, but holding considerable 
chuckles. 

Marion Gray, Kitty Bingham, 
Reginald Carrington, Violet Besson, 
Mary Vance,.Edward Rigby, Tracy 
Barrow and Reginald Sheffield are 
English players in the cast. They 
indulge in some moments of bur- 
lesque, farce and fantasy without a 
situation or line overplayed. 

The piece has a single setting, 
discarded railway coach, for its 
three acts, and the entire action 
takes place within a week. E. F. 
Bostwick is the producer and cred- 
ited with the staging. Weintraub, 


MATERNALLY YOURS 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Three-act melange of comedy, burlesque 
and farce by Clarence O’Dell Miller and 
Ole M. Ness. Six ecenes and two sets by 
Charles Hall. Cast of 15, including a year 
old infant and a score of prop newly 
borns. World premiere under the man- 
agement of Siguard Russell at the Holly- 
wood Music Box, Dec. 23. 

Pasadena, located about 12 miles 
from Hollywood, is quite a cultured 
community. Would like to be Bos- 
tonesque. Folks around L. A. are 
classed as plebians by them. Noth- 
ing to be considered and only to be 
tolerated when these so-called ritzy 


fessional 
from 

















folks who migrated here from Kan- 
sas, Iowa, Nebraska, Ohio and Jer- 


Taylor. Erlanger &| very 


iM 
| M. 
j}ago helped Siguard Russell put on 


igiving birth to a number of 
}on its stage (acting only of course) 














feet go slumming to the domains of 


the “Angel City.” 


Pasadena has a chap named 
Staged by Fred-| Clarence O'Dell Miller. He is a 
fine lawyer. Lots of money 


and elite of the town look up to him 
as a sort of social and moral leader. 
In some way or other he met Ole 
Ness, an actor, who some time 


those amateur things at the pot 
| boiler’s theatres. The two started 
discussing pre-natal Sex control. 
Quite a subject. 

Which brought forth “Maternally 
Yours.” 

Hollywood Music Box has been 


| jinxed aplenty ever since it opened. 


the figured that 


kiddies 


Possibly owners 


might turn the tide. Looks as 
though they are liable to be disap- 


pointed. No fault of the cast. Some 
i} knew how to act. Others did not. 
Equipment from the Matthay 


Hospital Supply Co., and baby car- 
riages from the Baby Equipment 
Company. 

Miller and Ness programmed their 
maiden effort as a three-act me- 
lange of comedy, fantasy and bur- 
lesque, spiced with the piquant 
sauce of farce... Okay. Call it any- 
thing. It’s still labor pain for two 
hours. 

They say there have been worse 
plays in Los Angeles. 

Don’t believe it. 

Miller on the opening night had 
some 600 folks from the home town 
in to look at the obstetrical dem- 
onstration so sadly presented. 

It cost the gent around $10,000 to 
stage it. 

Bond posted collected, 

Ung. 


and dues 


OVERTURE 


Atlantic City, Dec. 26. 
Comedy by Laurence Eyre. Directed by 
Frederick Stanhope, with settings by Jo- 


seph Mullen, and presented by Hunter 
Williams at he Apollo theatre. 

APOE PABBA ic é cds 63.60004008 Charles Carey 
Herr Czinka Laszlo........--. Walter Arman 
Herr Heinrich Stolzer.....France Bendsten 
Luti Bender..........+. oveces Desiree Tabor 
Intendent Andrassy...... -- Craig Williams 
Drina Andrassy........ Osseseccess Jill Chew 
Irma Laszlo....... Marian Warring-Manley 
pe OTT Pere re Beverly Bayne 


Paval Zala....cccess ---Lou Tellegen 
Rudi TalcS......scccesese++--RObert Lowes 
Waiter......0+. eesecceseessCharles LaTorre 


Lou Tellegen, finding little success 
in sinister roles, tries a lighter, more 
romantic one in this Laurence Eyre 
comedy, which had its first perform- 
ance at the Apollo last night. 

It is spotty amusement, dealing 
with a group of singers and con- 
ductors at the opera house in Buda- 
pest, and in plot resembles “The 
Great Lover,” one of the starring 
vehicles of the late Leo Ditrichstein, 
Here are rival prima donnas throw- 
ing themselves at the leading tenor, 
who has a “great lover” reputation. 
One, the wife of the conductor of 
the opera house, has been his mis- 
tre.s, while a visiting soprano, also 
the wife of a conductor, plans to 
steal him away. Being a bit sati- 
ated ‘with these lights 9’ love, the 
star secretly marries a pretty and 
unobtrusive understudy. Since they 
must keep their marriage quiet until 
the end of the season, they arrange 
to meet in his apartment. Nor is. 
there peace here. His married 
friends enter and exit, dodging each 
other and suspicious husbands while 
the wife is hurried from living to. 
bedroom in fear of exposure. 

This familiar bedroom scene, 
which occupies the second aet, is 
worked up to a fairly good curtain 
when one of the ladies is trapped in 
the apartment, with her musician- 
husband approaching through her 
only avenue of escape. However, the 
tension created is not sustained, the 
play falling to pieces in the last act 
when the feminine rivals, learning 
of the’ tenor’s marriage, lose inter- 
est and call a truce to concoct a 
plausible story wherewith to dissi- 
pate the suspicions of their mates. 

Tellegen, of course, is the “great 
lover,” pouting and stamping his 
feet, like a spoiled baby, when he 
can’t have his way with the ladies. 
Hardly convincing role of obvious 
maturity. Beverly Bayne, out of 
the Hollywood screen colony, makes 
her first stage appearance, a pretty 
one to the eye. All of the acting, 
for that matter, was not so good, 
but, then, it was an opening. 

Weintraub. 


HOBOKEN HOBOES 


Hoboken, Dec. 28. 

Ad lib revue in two acts produced by 
Will Morrissey at the Lyric, Hoboken, 

J. Ed Hurley, associate producer. 
Cast composed of Mr. Morrissey, Midgie 
Miller, William Montgomery, Bert Fitz- 
gibbons, Emmett Guilfoyle, “Coo Coo 
Morrissey, Gene Oliver, Arthur Wilson, 
Margie Barron, Ted Marcel, Togo, Paddy 
Saunders, Wainwright Sisters and others. 
Opened Dec. 27. §2 top. 





Unpreparedness and diminished 
chances for publicity due to ab- 
sence of Frank Tinney gave Will 
Morrissey’s “Hoboken Hoboes” a 
rough ride opening evening. On the 
first night it ran with only one re- 
hearsal behind it, with a severe lack 
of talent holding it back and with 
(Continued on page 63) 
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“Variety” for two consecutive years for $15. 
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Present subscription price is $10 per year. 


In this special two-year $15 subscription opportunity the weekly 
cost of “Variety” is reduced to under 15 cents per week. On the 
newsstand “Variety” sells weekly at 25c, or $26 in two years. 


“Variety” for 2? Yeaws for $15 
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Except on the Pacific Coast, “Variety” is received by subscription 
through the mails before it can reach a newsstand. : 
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Along the Coast 


By Bill 





Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 


Los Angeles became a veritable 
Jjand ef music during the Yuletide 
season and has not yet receded in 
a continual heralding of the old 
time Christmas carols from loud 
speakers spotted at advantageous 
spots around the town. The in- 
vention of amplification has even 
earried this form of broadcasting 
into the quiet sectors of residential 
districts where people had open air 
Christmas trees decorated and il- 
luminated for the passing public. 
A number of the Beverly Hills 
residents in competition for the 
most auspicious splash in outdoor 
Christmas trees, went so far in at- 
tracting attention that they hooked 
up loud speakers with their radio 
sets and spotted them around the 
home. A few neighbors got jealous 
and made the city fathers of that 
quiet burg order the music off at 
midnight. 





Eddie Janis of the local Harms 
office has recovered from a severe 
attack of sinus, Abe Blum of 
Davis, Coots & Engle quit the 
coast office to turn exclusive radio 
artist for stations around San 
Francisco. No successor named. 
Joe Morris office let Buddy Valen- 
tine loose from the responsibility 
of representing them in Los An- 
geles. 





Jimmy McHugh and Dorothy 
Fields are due here Feb. 1 to tune 
for M-G-M....Oscar Levant is ex- 
pected back at the Radio studio 
within the next two weeks. Joe 
Burke, of the Warner camp is now 
enroute after spending several 
weeks in New York. 





Three picture boys who felt they 
were pushed out of the studios to 
make room for New York music and 
screen writers, turned around to 
invade the field of the invaders. 
The boys are Alfred Hustwick, 
Aubrey Staufer and Bernard Mc- 
Conville, responsible for the musi- 
eal comedy, “Oh Susanna,” opening 
at the Mayan this week. 





Two Stations in Building 

Radio station KECA will move to 
the Packard building Jan. 1, where 
its new owner, Earl C. Anthony can 
keep a closer check on its broad- 
casting policy. This will make two 
stations to be housed in the same 
Building, The other station KFI, 
a super, also owned by the automo- 
bile agent. 


- 





Ken Maynard is the latest to go 
disk. He will make 12 for Colum- 
bia, cowboy numbers with fiddle 
and harmonica. 





A picture supervisor approached 
two song writers with an order for 
a set of numbers to be written for 
his next picture. He said: “I don’t 
want the stereotyped popular tunes, 
write them like a Sullivan and Con- 
sidine operetta’”’.... 


Splitting Profits 
An agreement between Famous 
and De Sylva, Brown & Henderson 
entitles the former publishing com- 
pany to 50% of the rights to all 
numbers written by L. Wolfe Gil- 
bert and Abel Baer, at Paramount 
Studios. It is not decided which 
firm will publish the numbers, but 
it looks like an alternating proposi- 
tion. A similar deal now exists 
With Robbins and Crawford com- 
bine whereby all numbers furnished 
by Turk and Ahlert will be pub- 
lished by Robbins, but Crawford 

gets 50% of the profits. 








Pitzy Katz Recovering 

Benny Rubin, Henry Fink, Harry 
Green and Arthur Caesar are con- 
fronted with a new competitor in 
the person of Pitzy Katz, known in 
the east as the foremost lobby 
comedian of his time. Katz is here 
recovering from the late market 
crash and wants to, play around 
for awhile. He was introduced to 
the Hollywood gang at a dinner 
Siven him by Wolfe Gilbert, who 
was vaude partner of Katz before 
the latter went into the dress busi- 
ness and cleaned up....When asked 
how he made so much money on 
dresses, Katz said he used the same 
tricks employed in vaudeville and 
found they worked. 





Listing Insults 

Though Jimmy Richardson is not 
& song writer, but a press agent 
at Universal, he came forth with 
& novel Christmas card. In it he 
addressed everybody asking them 
to check off the many offenses he 
might have made in their presence. 
List includes: Bringing one and 
drinking two, too quick on the 
make, boisterous conduct, insult- 
& hostess, riding to the hounds 
in the drawing room, Spanking 
ostess, spanking friend of hostess, 
Dainfully sober, painfully drunk, 
falling asleep on the lounge, 
Saying the naughty word, calling 
long distance, lying too close on my 
&Ppproach shots, discussing books 
and poetry, insisting on going, in- 

ting on staying, insisting you go 

, taking one when I ieft. 

The recipient is asked to check 
°Pposite any one of the infractions 
8nd return to sender by mail. 


Swigart 
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5c SONG RACKET 
SEEMS SERIOUS 


——$___. 


5e. song sheet racket which 
started in New York has spread all 
over the country and into Canada. 


secause of the petty nature of the 


fort to curb hawkers who in some 
cases obtain a peddler’s license, al- 
though illegally gelling copyrighted 
lyrics. 

Newest wrinkle 
York is having children sell the 
sheets, figured that tough cops 
won’t manhandle kids where in 
some instances the adult racketeers 
have gotten badly bruised. 

With sheet music sales off every- 
where, the nickel thing is taken se- 
riously by some of the music men. 
Prosecution is such a complicated 
red tape procedure no concerted 
action has been taken. 

Reports from all over the coun- 
try that the racket is being widely 
imitated may call for action even- 
tually. Outside New York peddlers 
spot themselves before theatres and 
solicit exiting patrons. 


AMATEUR SONG CONTEST 
WITH STOCK AS PRIZES 


Kansas City, Dec. 31. 

Heart-of-America Music Publish- 
ing Co., of this city, is circularizin 
thousands of amateur songwriters 
soliciting them to ‘submit original 
manuscripts and to buy stock in the 
music publishing company at $10 a 
share, It is emphasized that buying 
stock will not win prizes, but the 
prizes of the contest consist of 
stock in the firm, 

First prize for the best song sub- 
mitted is $100 in Heart-of-America 
stock; second prize, 
shares; third prize, $20 and three 
cents royalty from sales. 

To enable ambitious songwriters 
to get their manuscripts in proper 
shape for the contest (where neat- 
ness counts in case of ties) this 
company has a subsidiary, Sym- 
phonic Harmony Studios, which 
gives “a reliable composing service 
to writers who cannot compose or 


around New 








‘larrange their own songs properly.” 


It is pointed out by Heart-of- 
America that it will have no staff 
writers, publishing only meritorious 
works submitted by freelancers. Be- 
lief is that “3,000 to 4,000 writers,” 
in combined strength, can break 
Tin Pan Alley’s closed door to the 
newcomer. 

Bennie Moten, “famous Victor 
Recording Artist,” will make all the 
Heart-of-America numbers for his 
company, and as soon as enough 
stock is sold the new firm will send 
a representative to Hollywood to get 
its tunes into pictures. Those who 
can’t pay $10 a share outright may 
purchase stock as low as $1 a week. 
Contest has been extended to close 
Jan. 31. 


3 Whiteman Men Hurt 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 


Three of Paul Whiteman’s musi- 
cians were severely injured Christ- 
mas eve. The auto in which they 
were returning from a broadcast at 
KHJ was run into by another car 
and turned over three times on Hol- 
lywood boulevard. 

Mischa Russell, 24, violinist, was 
most seriously hurt. He is in Hol- 
lywood hospital with four broken 
vertebrae and a  lacerated ear. 
Boyce Cullen, 28, trombonist, sus- 
tained fractured nose, broken left 
arm and laceration of the hip. After 
hospital treatment he went to his 
home, as ded Bernard Daley, 27, 
saxophonist, who suffered from a 
general internal shaking up and 
bruises about the body. 

The driver of the car which ran 
into the men admitted to the Hol- 
lywood police that he was at fault 
and said that his insurance com- 
pany would make the adjustment. 


W-W in France 


Paris, Dec. 31. 


Witmarks-Warner music inter- 
ests plan their own offices here. 

iB Feldman, the London pub- 
lisher, has the British rights, but 
the W-W outfit will organize on its 
own for France. 














racket, police have made little ef- | 


$50 or five | 
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A Night Club Favorite 


ISABEL DAWN 


In the reyue supporting Clayton, 
Jackson and Durante. 
LES AMBASSADEURS, New York. 











_ CLAIMS VAUDE 
MUSICIANS 





Chicago, Dec. 31. 
Since the revenue from legitimate 
|musicians is falling off, the musi- 
;cians’ union here is casting around 
for other sources of money, In their 
move for dough they are invoking 





&/ an old ruling which finally takes the 


entire yaude ranks into their field, 

instead of pianists only as formerly. 
Commencing Jan. 1 the union 

will attempt to enforce the ruling 
that all entertainers playing mu- 
sical instruments such as accordion, 
| banjo, tenor banjo, guitar, etc., be 
required to become members of the 

Chicago Federation of Musicians 

jand receive the prevailing union 

wage scale for all classes of en- 
|} gagements which they play. 

| The union will also assume juris- 

diction over harmony teams “who 

play instruments while they sing. 

The prevailing union wage scale 
for hotel and club engagements is 
as follows: 

Engagements of three (3) 
consecutive hours or less, 
terminating not later than 
12:00 midnight, per man... 

Additional time, per half 





$10.00 


NOUl: DOP MAR 6. secvdicewdees. 20 
Leader or contractor, extra 

DOP IBA, ov innccesveccsses: se 
For the wearing of costume, 

tuxedo or fancy dress, extra 

DOP. WONG. i Fasc istocdnssic’ 4000 
Saturday, after 7:00 P. M., 
, OZER POF MAM.ciciiccsssae TO 


Business on holidays, extra as per 
rules, 

The ruling was delivered by 
James C. Petrillo, president of the 
Chicago local, to all agents and 
bookers in Chicago, 


RAPEE GOES WITH WB; 
DUE ON COAST JAN. 15 


Erno Rapee was engaged under 
a long-term contract by Warner 
Bros. yesterday (Tuesday) as gen- 
eral music director. He will go to 
the Coast. 

Rapee, who has been musical di- 
rector with S.L. Rothafel (Roxy) 
for 12 years, will have charge of 
all Warner songwriters working on 
the Coast. This: includes all com- 
posers on the First National lot. 

No date has been set for Rapee’s 
departure. He will be at the studio, 
however, on or before Jan. 15 when 
Warners resume production. 


Friml’s Solo Credit 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 














| tion. 


' 


Rudolph Friml, composer of “The 


| Vagabond King,” will be solely cred- 


ited for the music on a separate cap- 
This is required in the deal 
between: Friml and Paramount, 
which is reported to have netted 
Friml $50,000. 

Interpolated music has been added 


| for the picture by studio staff com- 





Chi Arrangers’ Ass’n 
Chicago, Dec. 31. 
James Walsh, arranger in the 
Shapiro Bernstein music office, is 
president of the revived arrangers’ 
association here, 
Group will operate as a branch 





CHICAGO LOCAL 


of the New York arrangers’ guild. , 


Con Conrad Talks Himself 





Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

As a result of Con Conrad’s loudly 
announced and widely broadcast 
distaste for his writing partners, 
Archie Goettler and Sidney Mitchell, 
he will be relieved of his contract 
with DeSylva, Brown & Henderson 
|when Bobby Crawford arrives, it is 
j}understood. 

Joe Burke expected 
jteamed with Goettler and 
i 


| 
' 


NO MORE MUSIC 





to be 
Mitchell. 


is 


High royalties to songwriters and 
to picture companies on songs from 
talkers makes it impossible to make 
further cuts in the price of sheet 
music at the present time, insiders 





jrefuting reports of additional cuts. 
The outstanding songwriters are 
|getting royalties of 6c., while the 
picture producers receive 2c. a copy | entertain a deal, 
on an average, these prevailing 


Out of Writing Trio 





i music 


CUTS BY INDIES 





MUSIC MEN ON 
OUTSIDE WANT 
FILM CONTRACT 





Picture producers which might 
be interested in purchases or tie- 
ups are being bombarded with 


propositions from practically all the 
publishers who haven't yet 
formed contracts outside of agree- 
ments for an individual production 
here and there. 

Many of the indie publishers are 
becoming panicky. Some who held 
out originally when approached on 


deals are now backing down on 
demands and anxious to _ close 
something quickly. 


According to picture sources, the 
anxiety to effect an affiliation of 
some kind has now gotten to the 
point where it is practically a con- 


test between the indie publishers. 
Of those.in the business and still 
amounting to something, there are 
|few from reports that would not 

One of these is 
G. Schirmer & Co., largest pub- 


{figures at the present time pro-|j}jishers of classical music, which 


hibiting further it 
claimed. 

The independent publishers, while 
‘outwardly showing no displeasure 
with the cuts instituted by some 
of the companies with picture con- 
tracts, are nevertheless fearsome 
that the film companies eventually, 
through virtual control of the 
music business, will go further by 
forcing reduction in overhead, cur- 
tailing writers and reducing royal- 
ties. 

With the majority of the hit 
numbers now from pictures and 
the demand highest for music that 
has the benefit of the talker bally- 
hoo, coupled with the gobbling up 
of leading publishing houses by 
producer-distributors, the indies 
are even beginning to lament the 
approaching day which in their 
opinion will mean virtual monopoly 
and control of the field. 


ALL ATTEMPTS AT CHAIN 
CONTROL OFF JUST NOW 


Washington, Dec. 31. 

All attempts to control chain 
broadcasting are now definitely out. 
It will remain a dead issue at least 
until something is done either with 
the Couzens bill for a general con- 
trol of all air communications or 
until the present law under which 
the radio commission works is ac- 
cepted as the best solution. 

Chain broadcasting has had this 
order of control pending for many 
months. From time to time it has 
been postponed when the effective 
date came around. This time it 
was definitely called off with the 
schedule calling for it to go in 
today (Tuesday). 

With the commission now func- 
tioning almost as a permanent body 
it is expected that many changes 
in present rules and regulations of 
the broadcasters, outside of chain 
limitations, will be forthcoming. 


Discs for Radio 


Music publishers are putting up 
a loud squawk about small time 
record companies who are serving 
independent radio stations with 
canned broadcasting programs. 
Publishers argue that provisions of 
the extant copyright act relative 
recorded music do not apply to 
these programs and that unless 
special permission or license is is- 
sued they will battle to put a stop 
to these canned programs using 
copyrighted material. 

It is felt that some intelligent 
adjustment of the situation must 
be arrived at. 


Team With Red Star 


Edward Pola and Eddie Brandt, 
composers of score of Demarest & 
Lohmuller’s “Woof Woof,” have 
been engaged by Pat Flaherty for 
the Fox Red Star Music Company. 

Their first talker will be Fox’s 
Beatrice Lillie. They will collab- 


slashes, is 

















|} orate with Arthur Wimpers and 


Ronald Jean. 





Osborn’s Keith Dates 
Booked, following three weeks at 
Fox’s, Brooklyn, Will Osborn’s or- 
chestra opened for Keith this week 
at the Fordham. 
Zand) =6comes 

Satur?-~— 





into the Palace 





Warner Bros. has been trying to 
hook up with for some time with- 
out results. 

Although the outstanding pub- 
lishers in the business are either 
controlled or affiliated with leading 
picture producers, there is a rep- 
resentative number throughout the 
country that have not entered into 
deals outside of for individual 
talkers, 


WOOD QUITS BERLIN IN 
JAM OVER THEME SONGS 


London, Dec. 20. 


J. H. Wood, executive head of 
Francis-Day, has refused to renew 
his contract with Irving Berlin, 
Inc., as foreign representative un- 
der new terms proposed by the 
American firm. Berlin has set up 
two sets of business negotiations, 
one for the ordinary pop stuff and 
another for the theme songs, on 
which is placed a much higher 
valuation. 

Francis-Day takes the position 
that either it represents Berlin, Inc., 
or it doesn’t, and cannot see hand- 
ling the rights to the pop catalog, 
sans the theme songs, nor will it 
pay more for the theme songs, pre- 
ferring a blanket agreement to cover 
everything. Wood wrote Saul 
Bofnstein that, with the expiration 
of 1929, the F-D agreement with 
Berlin ends. 

It is not known who will become 
representative for Berlin over here. 


Universal Resumes Dicker 
With Berlin’s for Deal 


Dropped six months ago when 
what looked like a better proposi- 
tion presented itself, Universal has 
resumed negotiations with Berlin, 
Inc., loking to either a purchase or 
affiliation with its music publishing 
business. 

While the deal has waxed hot fhe 
past week, a U official Tuesday was 
not in a position to say whether~ 
anything would be closed shortly, 
the terms imposed by Berlin holding 
up the deal, 

Six months ago when TY was 
ready to close with Berlin, another 
deal came along and negotiations 
with Berlin died out. The feeling 
then was that Berlin’s terms were 
unreasonable. 

U was then near to closing with 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., but got 
nowhere on that, and started with 
Sherman, Clay & Co., these nego- 
tiations also petering. 

Berlin is reported anxious to get 
tied in with one of the bigger film 
companies, but it is claimed is de- 
manding too much for what remains 
of its publishing business. Irving 
Perlin’s contention, it is said, is that 
his name alone is worth a good deal 
in cash. 

















Gas Tie-up 
Sam Serwer of Witmarks has ef- 
fected an exploitation tie-up with 
the Gas Utility Companies. 
Iatter firms will distribute thou- 
sands of 48-inch posters advertising 


jthe Witmark song, “Singin’ in the 
| Bathtub” and one of its own prod- 
ducts, gas water heater. 
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Panama Chatter  ~ 


By Bea Drew 





Panama, Dec. 6. 
Big new show at the Metropole; 
26 in the cast. Girls all young. 


Good looking, dancing better than 
the average. Sammy Clark of Don- 


na Darling and Sammy Clark is 
m.c. Vivian Love, featured dancer, 
married a Navy radio operator from 
the Balboa station. His name is 


Long and he’s from 
Marian Lewis, also of the Metropole 
cabaret, was married Thanksgiving. 
Has retired from the business. 





Kelly’s Ritz was fined $190 for not 
obtaining visas for the last bunch 
of new entertainers. John Stoffell, 
Mer. of Kelly’s Ritz and husband of 
Mary Lee Kelly, was reminded he 
must supply a health certificate for 
each entertainer. The law govern- 
ing public entertainers requires the 
deposit of a stipulated sum with the 
government to provide home trans- 
portation for all cabaret entertain- 
ers on the expiration of their con- 
tract. 

Mrs. Mae Allen, 
Happy Draughan, 


sister-in-law 
manager of Hotel 


Mississippi. | 


here about six months, and a cab- 
aret entertainer, was married for 
the second time to Kenneth Bush- 
ley, naval radio operator from the 
iBalboa Station. They had married 
in Panama last June, but doubted 





that the Panamanian marriage 
would be recognized in the United 
States. So they were married again 
by a magistrate in Balboa Canal 
| Zone. 
\Nize Lady 

Mrs. Rose Alba Arteaga de Fer- 
reira, manager of Over the Top| 
Cabaret, Colon, was: arrested, 
charged with having struck Rose } 





of | 
| Her 


Metropole, was stabbed by a colored | 


Jamaican laundress when she tried 
to act as peacemaker. Intervening 
in behalf of her brother-in-law, the 
colored woman turned on her and, 
using a knife, cut her on the scalp 
and forehead. Wounds are not 
serious. Mrs. Allen was issued a 
warrant for the-arrest of her as- 
sailant. 





Helen Wilson from Los Angeles, 











CLIFF WINEHILL 


Master of Ceremonies 


“THE PEANUT MAN” 


At Coffee Cliffs 
4ith St. and 7th Ave., New York 











ther stuff with the Dunbar 








Orozco, entertainer, with the heel of 
her shoe, leaving a permanent scar. 
The case will go to the Second Cir- 
cuit Court. 





Bill Gray’s cabaret in Colon is 
now in full swing. Billy Peddrick 
will manage the review end. Frank 
Harris, late of Kelly's Ritz, will as- 
sist. Victoria Wolfe was m. c. at 
this cabaret for three years, but Vic 
was too full of temperament or 
temper. She loved to enliven things | 
with a refined hair-pulling match. | 
knock down and drag ‘em out 
act will be missed. She is now doing | 
Schywer | 





Circus. 





Wood of the Denver! 
is on a visit to Panama. 


Gretchen 
Stock Co 





Emmy Thompson of Panama is 
one of the coming opera stars. She 
will have the lead in the next pro- 
duction of the National School of 
Opera. 





L. A. to Hollywood 

Hollywood, Dec. 31. 
The Los Angeles offices of M. 
Witmark and George and Arthur 
Piantadosi music publishing .com- 
panies will move to the Warner 
theatre building, Hollywood, tomor- 
row. Both offices are now located 

in the Majestic theatre building. 








LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 








| IRVING AARONSON | 
and HIS COMMANDERS 


Now Featured with 


IRENE BORDONI in “PARIS” 


VICTOR RECORDS 
EXCLUSIVELY 








FROM DETROIT 


[JEAN GOLDKETTE| 


Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 


Office: 812 Book Tower 
DETROIT 











| THE BRICK TOPS | 


America’s Greatest Girl Band 


Permanent Address 
28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 











PHIL FABELLO | 


and His 
ORCHESTRA 


The Different Ensemble 
Presentation Feature 
COLISEUM THEATRE 


New York City 

















| TAL HENRY 











| OWEN FALLON | 








and His ORCHESTRA 
Victor Records 
Playing Baker hotel 
Dallas, Tex. 


Exclusive Management 
Orchestra Corp. of America 
1650 Broadway, New York 








VINCENT LOPEZ | 
and poor ORCHESTRA 


ummering at the 
PELHAM HEATH INN 


Pelham. N. Y¥. 
Ooubling at the 


ST. REGIS HOTEL 
New York City 














GEORGE OLSEN 











AND HIS MUSIC 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
HOLLYWCOD, CALIF. 
With SID GRAUMAN 


VICTOR RECORDS 


| B. A. ROLFE | 


Radio’s Premier Conductor 
Lucky Strike Dance Orchestra 


Palais D’Or Restaurant Orchestra 
Edison Ace Recording Orchestra 


ARTHUR WARREN | 

















And His CALIFORNIANS 


Now. Playing Second Year 


WILSON’S BALLROOM 
(Formerly Cinderella Roof) 


LOS ANGELES 


| MAL HALLETT | 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Now Playing 








Cocoanut Grove 
Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles 


LOCKWOOD LEWIS - | 


AND HIS PLANTATION CLUB 
ORCHESTRA 
Formerly the Missourians, World’s Great- 


est Colored Band, Now at the Plantation 
Club, 80 West 126th St., New York City 














| ANSON WEEKS | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Now in Third Year at the 
HOTEL MARK HOPKINS. 
cocbenmis 2 a 








IPAUL WHITEMAN| 








AND HIS 


Park C Central Hotel Orchestra 
sting WEAF—WJZ 
PAR‘ ORENTRAL HOTEL 
New York, Now, Florentine Grill 
Mat. Variety Masic & Entertainment 
1482 Broadway, New York, Suite 711 


eile 
OT ee 





And His Greater Orchestra 


Now Making 
“KING OF JAZZ” 
for Universal 
Persona] Rep.: JAS. F. GILLESPIE 








| luxurious 


| meager _for 


One-Nite Cabarets 


Chicago, Dec. 31. 
One night cabarets sprang 
up all over New Year's eve, 
then closed the next day. 
About a dozen or more such 
places were a boon to per- 
formers for the evening, but a 
kick in the purse to revelers. 

Tap was high in all places. 
Indications are that 1930 will 
be welcomed with extreme lib- 
erality, officially and otherwise. 














BENSON UP ON CHARGES |" 
BY MUSICIANS’ UNION 





_Chicago, Dec. $1. 

Edgar Benson, six years ago 
Chicago’s largest and most opulent 
music. booker, this week faces trial 
before the musicians’ union board. 

Randolph street is expecting Ben- 
son to close his office, no longer a 
suite, some time this 
month. 

Benson is reported unable to ob- 
tain bookings for orchestras on his 
list. He owes, according to the 
musicians’ union, about $7,000 for 
jobs taken through his agency. 

Benson’s business has been very 
several months. He 
has been attempting to rebuild his 
former heavy college and party 
trade. 


Foreign Composer's Idea 








Paris, Dec. 20. 

What would sound phoney in any 
other capital but Maurice Cheva- 
lier’s home grounds is the 50,000 
franc suit by Gustave Charpentier, 
composer of “Louise,” the opera, 
against the publishers of “Louise,” 
the theme song of Chevalier’s “In- 
nocents of Paris.” Charpentier also 
complains against a broadcasting 
station to the extent of 10,000 francs, 
averring that- excerpts from his 
opera were announced, but the jazz 
fox-trot performed instead. 

“Louise” has been done at the 
Opera Comique here off and on 
early this fall by Grace Moore, the 
American prima, as one of her fare- 
wells, and it was quite a gag at the 
time to confuse the titles by hum- 
ming the pop song. 

Charpentier heatedly takes the 
position 4hat the title has been as- 
sociated with his opera, and it’s a 
titular violation primarily to adapt 
it for a pop song. Otherwise no 
musical plagiarism or similarity is 
charged. 


CAFE REVUE’S STAGE WEEK 


Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 
Girl revue from the Pom Pom, 
night club, goes into the Fox Boule- 
vard Jan. 2 for one week, replacing 
the regular house show. ; 
Film theatre’s chorus take the 
week off. 


Disk Reviews 


By Bob Landry 











New method of obtaining per- 
cussion from the bass violin by 
plunking the strings and letting 
them snap seems a source of trouble 
on discs. Only a studio could prove 
it scientifically but there’s some 
evidence that this heavy pizzicato 
throws records offsgroove after 
they’ve been played a few times, 
giving the disc a grinding lapse 
and spoiling it eventually. 

Charlies W. Hamp 

(Okeh 41343) “Pretty Little You” 
is a lovely croon backed by “A Year 
From Today,” one of those laments 
that sentimentalize over impending 
divorces. 

Welcome Lewis 

(Victor 22234) Just why they call 
this artist, or for that matter, Helen 
Morgan and many others, “come- 
dienne” when singing everything 
but comedy songs, is one of those 
classification mysteries that include 
the labeling of any picture number 
as a “talkie hit.” Z 

"Love Made a Gypsy Out of Me” 
and “Look What You've Done to 
Me” make a nice combin ition for 
Miss Lewis’ pleasant voice. 

Sid Garry 

(Pathe 32502) About the busiest 
recorder in a studio that specializes 
on vocals, Sid Garry has a robust, 
rounded baritone that comes out 
of the music box very melodiously 
in “Sweeter Than Sweet” and “Lady 
Luck.” 

Emmett Miller 

(Okeh 41342) “Sweet Mamma” 

and “Ghost of the St. Louis Blues” 





(Continued on page 63) 


The Air Line 


By Mark Vance : 





Cavaliers continue standout of 
Cities Service Concert period 
(WEAP). Muriel Pollack doing 
some splendid piano playing for 
}Broadway Lights (WEAF). Bob 
Sherwood with his circus band and 
white top reminiscences adds hur- 
rah to Yuletide holidays from WJZ. 
| Pleasing Repent music from The 
JZ). 








| Schradertown Band did yeoman 


work on WEAF. Pryor’s musicians 
stuck in Pryor’s old standby, 
“Whistler and Hfs Dog.” Negro 
quartette in “Sunday Morning 
Band” displayed some close har- 
mony during Planters’ Pickers 
(WEAF). Stringed trio from WOR 
diversified popular program. Kin- 
ney orchestra, direction Murray 
Kellner, WOR. 


Jessica Dragonette’s beautiful 
Toyland” 





voice featured “Babes in 


|\WJZ. Ensemble heard to advan- 
| tage. Natural Bridge romances 
(WJZ) seemed sillah; touched on 


Aaron Burr’s yen for Mme. Jumel. 


Armstrong Quakers (WJZ) good 
program; Lois Bennett’s voice 
sounded better than usual. e Victor 


Herbert music sounded oke from 
Eversharp period (WABC), 





Rudy Osborne 

Will Osborne a la Vallee in com- 
plete program from WABC. Armour 
program WJZ had high _ spots; 
Koestner’s. music worth tuning in. 
Slumber Music WJZ has become a 
standard. Soothing after deluge of 
hot stuff and tiresome talks during 
other periods. 








Vincent Lopez and St. Regis or- 
chestra (WEAF) making a deter- 
mined effort to lift program from 
humdrum routine. Effort commend- 
able. WMCA had its high spot with 
returns from Madison Square Gar- 
den fights. Entirely too much dry 
stuff on WNYC. Some agreeable 
topical numbers from Hoy ard 
Fashion Plates (WABC). The 
Grenadiers (WMCA) barbershopped 
their chords on songs that came 
over nicely. 





Bremen-Tully time (WABC) con- 
tinues one splendid period this 
station musically. Wede eyer’s 
orchestra came over effectively from 
Washington on WABC. M-G-M 
Movie Club on WPAP had a talk on 
the churches in Hollywood the film 
stars attend. 





Voices 

Lenz Sisters and Louise (WOR) 
in an ‘acceptable 15 minutes of 
songs. Welcome Lewis on WJZ 
sang some oldtimers but her voice 
sounds best on the blues... Checker 
Cabbies (WOR) modérn mixture of 
pop numbers. Johnny Buss has the 
tenor assignment. Chick Sale proved 
corking running mate for Rudy 
Vallee and his Fleischmann Hour 
(WEAF). Vallee is singing blues 
now and then, doing very well. 





James Melton gives invaluable vo- 
cal aid to the Seibeling Singers 
(WEAF). Quartet one of the best 
on the air. “The Killer’ by WOR 
Repertory came over tamely. Jack 
Frost (WEAF) music pleasing. 





Spoken Opera 

“Aida” in combined concert and 
dramatic form during Victor hour 
unquestionably outclassed some of 
the operas done by the National 
Light Opera Co. Grand opera has 
long been coming across in one 
form or another, but it remained 
for Victor to attempt the spoken 
lines with the singing interpreta- 


tion by Met stars. Means that ¢. o 
is now set as a radio standout 
along similar presentment. Giacomo 
Lauri-Volpi, tenor; Marion Telva, 
contralto, and Elizabeth Rethberg, 
soprano, sang the leads excellently, 
Nathaniel Shilkret’s orchestra de. 
serves a lot of credit. National 
Light Opera Co. followed with the 
Gilbert and Sullivan opera, 
fore.” “Aida” 
tive. 

Lone Star Rangers and the Lone. 
some Cowboy (John White) are 
different if nothing else (WOR). 
Dave Mendoza brought out another 
pleasing musical program with his 
Maxwell House orchestra on WJZ, 
His singers show preparation in 
their numbers. Some pretty classy 
Russian music dished out in the 
half-hour on WABC under caption, 
“Around the Samovar.” Biljou’s 
balalaika orchestra knows its na- 
tive music. Manhattan Moods 
(WABC) improving and bound to 
become a worthwhile regular. A 
good mixture of voices and or- 
chestra. Jimmy Carr’s on WPAP 
band from Hollywood restaurant, 
Could stand more careful routin- 
ing during air period. Will Oak- 
land on same station for customary 
numbers. 


“Pina- 
was far more attrace 





New Detroit Station 
Smith Bros. (WJZ) depend a lot 
on Andy Sannélla and his versatile 
musical ability. Philip James was 
guest conductor of Little Sym- 
phony orchestra (WOR) for some 
pleasing classics. Atwater Kent 
period (WJZ) impressed with or- 
chestral numbers. Detroit’s new 

(Continued on page 59) 


TED HENKEL 











Musical Conductor 
and 


Presentation Director 


CIVIC THEATRE 


Auckland, New Zealand 
PITT ORCHESTRA OF 30 












STAGE BAND OF 20 











A CHOP HOUSE - 
OF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


————— East ef Broadway ———"* 





R-K-0 COAST RADIO STOPPED 
Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 
R-K-O has discontinued broad- 
casting half of its Tuesday program 
over N. B. C. from I. A. 
In the future the entire program 
will originate in New York. 





Charles Dornberger returns for 
third season at the Arlington hotel, 
Hot Springs, Ark. 





Jordan S. Murphy is sole owner 
of the Browne Music Co. of Water- 
loo, N. Y. 





Alex Keese, formerly at the Pub- 
lix-Metropolitan, Poston, has been 





the Palace, Dallas. 





° 9? 
“Lopez Speaking! 
The magic phrase that has 
been identified with radio 
almost since its inception. 
Regularly it can be _ heard 
coming from the fashionable 
Hotel St. Regis and over 
WEAF and WJZ—and always 
it is the hall-mark of distin- 
guished programs. And when 
you hear “Lopez Speaking’ 
you are almost certain as wel! 
of hearing the three song- 
dance sensations: 


“Singin’ in the Rain” | 
“How Am I to Know? 
“Just You, Just Me” 





shifted to the job of pit boss at | 
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ing is eing rented by Riugling 
the 


or 
the occasion, with rata 
rent payable nightly. 

This date follows the Coliseum 
showing of the same trick, which 
will start the latter part of March. 
No Stadium help will be used dur- 
ing the 13 days, all coming from the 
circus office. 


pro 


Florida Spring Fair Date 


Jacksonville, Fla., Dec. 31. 
To get in on the tourist trade, 
Jax has moved its Fall Festival 


over to the early spring. 

City fathers, who are backing the 
thing, figure they can keep out of 
the red by getting under way before 
the mob starts north. This season 
they have engaged the Roya 
American Shows (carnival) for the 
midway. 


2d “Goliath” Dies 


Sarasota, Fla., Dec. 31. 
“Goliath” No. 2, Ringling’s 3-ton 
beast draw, died here last week. 


The second South Sea monster 
the show has lost in four months. 
Unlikely another one will be used 
in 1930, which will leave the Ring- 
ling show with a special built car 
and several tons of special paper. 








Own Tentmakers 


Sarasota, Fla., Dec. 31. 
Ringling winter-quarters is in- 


stalling two more tent making 
machines. 
This with an addition of three 


men will make it possible to pro- 
duce all tents for all circuses with- 
out depending on outside companies. 





CARNIVAL MAN SLAIN 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 31. 

Frank Haggerty of. Rochester, 
With Rubin & Cherry Shows, stab- 
bed to death Dec. -28 by negro in 
Jacksonville,. Fla., relatives were 
notified. : 

He had been connected with out- 
door show business for many years. 





Walter Main’s Proposal 
Chicago, Dec. 31. 
Walter L. Main is reported get- 
ting under way with a show bear- 
ing his name. 


Spent three days in Chi where he 
informed bankers he was anxious to 
take the ‘title off the shelf and had 
sufficient money on hand to winter 
show, but needed capital after the 
trick opened in the spring. Left here 
with the bankers promising an an- 
Swer within two weeks. 





Woman Runs Jones Car. 
Chicago, Dec. 31. 
Mrs. Harry. McKay will have 
charge of the privilege car on the 
Johnny J. Jones carnival. 
Salary $100 per week and 10% of 
the gross. Husband will also be 
connected with the concession. 





Chicago Stadium is figuring strong 
on convention biz. Has the Rotary 
International in June along with 12 
other dates set, which it is hoped 
Will pull the huge building a little 
from the red toward the black. 





Al Clarkson will have a brigade 
ig the Rubin & Cherry Shows in 











” 


Reprinted from “The White Tops, 
organ of the Circus Fans Ass’n.:— 

Bardon & Doss Circus, Wm. B. 
Doss, mgr.:° Waltz, Mich. 

Barnes Al G., Circus, John Ring- 
ling, owner; Box 476, Baldwin Park, 
Calif. 
Barnett Bros.’ Motorized Circus, 
R. W. Rogers & W. Hamilton, 
megrs.; Mail address, 236 W. 44th 
ist.. Room 1004, New York, N. xi 
3rison’ Bros. Motorized Circus, 
Sam’ Dock, mer.:: Fairgrounds, Pe- 
tersburg, Va.; office address, 446 
Linden st., Reading, Pa. 

grown and Lyn Motorized Circus, 
3ill Brown, mgr.; Port Byron, N. Y. 

Camel Bros.’ Circus, James Wood, 
mer.; Anderson, Ind. 

Christy Bros.’ Circus, G. Ww. 
Christy, owner; Houston, Tex. (Box 
1105). 

Cole Bros.’ Circus, 
mer.: Brenham, Tex. 

Cole & Rogers Circus, Minneap- 
olis, Minn., E. H. Jones, mgr.; State 
Fairgrounds, Little Rock, Ark. 

Cook Bros.’ Circus, R. L. Atter- 
bury, mgr.; Dakota City, Neb. 

Darling Dog & Pony Show, Fred 
D. Darling, mgr.; 514 B st., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 

Dorsey Bros.’ Motorized Circus, 
Geo. P. Dorsey, mgr.; Room 705, 64 
BE. Jac blvd., Chicago, Il. 

Dow} Bros.’ Motorized Circus, 
Andrew Downie, owner; Havre de 
Grace, Md. 

Drake Bros. Circus; South 
Charleston, W. Va., mail address, 
Davidson bldg., Charleston, W. Va. 


Floyd King, 


Dutton Circus Attractions, Mrs. 
James Dutton, owner; Sarasota, 
Fla. 


Haag Mighty Shows, Ernest Haag, 
mgr.; Marianna, Fla, 

Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus, John 
Ringling, owner; Peru, Ind. 

Henry Bros.’ Circus, Berkeley, 
Calif. 

Honest Bill & Moon Bros.’ Circus, 
Wm. Newton, megr.; 114 E. 13th st., 
Ada, Okla. ° 

Hunt’s Motorized Circus, Chas. T. 
Hunt, mgr.; Pikesville, Md. 

Ketrow Bros.’ Circus, William Ke- 
trow, megr.: Chester, Va., (R. R. 1). 

Lamont Bros.’ Show; Salem, fl. 

Lewis & Zimmerman Quality Cir- 
cus, Lewis & Zimmerman, megrs.; 
Mail address, 803 Reynolds bidg., 
Jackson, Mich. 

Miller Bros.’-101 Ranch Wild West 
Show, Zack Miller, mgr.; Marland, 
Okla. 

Montana 
Montana Meechy; mgr.; 
City, Ind. 

Nelson’s Wild West & Dog, & 
Pony Show; Wichita, Kan. (Sta. A). 

O’Neill Bros.” Show, James B. 
O’Neill, mgr.: Carlyle, Ill. 

Olinger Bros.’ Circus, Olinger 
Bros., props.; Ford City, Pa. (Box 
646). 

Oliver Bros.’ Circus, Harry Oliver, 
mer.; Knoxville, Tenn. (Central Ho- 
tel). 

Orton Bros.’ Circus, Miles Orton, 
mer.: Fairgrounds, St. Joseph, Mo. 

Ringling Bros.’ and Barnum & 
Bailey Combined Shows, John Ring- 
ling, owner; Sarasota, Fla. 


Meechy Wild West, 
Cambridge 


Robbins Bros.’ Circus, Fred Bu- 
chanan, mgr.; Granger, Ia. 
Robinson, John, Circus, John 


Ringling, owner; Peru, Ind. 

Seils-Sterling Circus, Wm. Linde- 
man, megr.; Plano, Il. 

Sells-Floto Circus, John Ringling, 
owner; Peru, Ind. 

Snyder’s Circus, Edward E. Sny- 
der, mgr.; 2921 French st., Erie, Pa. 

Sparks Circus, John Ringling, 
owner; Central City Park, Macon, 
Ga. 

Schell Bros.’ Circus, 
Engesser, mgr.: Hynes, Calif. 

Vanderburg Bros.’ Shows, Frank 
E. Hall, mgr.; 313 Queen st., White- 
water, Wis. 

Wheeler's New Model Shows, Al 
F. Wheeler, mgr.; Albemarle, N. C.; 
winter offices, Cranford, Pa. 

Whitmarsh Bros.’ Circus, Orvil E. 
Whitmarsh, mgr.; Archer, Mont, 


George E. 








| Griffiths 


Then 
that 


That was in the ninth round. 
started a campaign 
more than evened things. 

At that start the fans expected a 
knockdown or kayo from the man- 
ner in which the sockers were sock- 
ing. Big attendance because both 
men, are tough. But there was no 
semblance of either being tilted 
over. Regardless, the mob stuck to 
the finale and appeared to be con- 
tent, 

Surprised for Mays 

In the semi-final Harold Mays got 
something of a surprise in a trim- 
ming from Paul Cavalier, also from 
Jersey. Paul outpointed Mays once 
before, but Harold wouldn't be- 
lieve it. Cavalier was the best 
man all the way. Had to take some 
punishment, but was much the 
faster in counter fighting and did 
most of the jeading. 

Joe Sekyra came a cropper in the 
first 10-rounder. Larry Johnson, 
Chicago negro light heavyweight, 
turned loose a right hand in the 
first round and Sekyra just about 
managed to hear the referee say 
“ten.” An emergency .bout gave a 
chance to a clown from the west. 
Guy’s name is Murphy and the up- 
stairs fans insisted he reappear for 
laughs. 


JERSEY TURNS CHILL 
ON INDOOR CIRCUSES 


Fewer indoor circuses are in 
operation this -winter around the 
east and especially in and around 
New York. 

New Jersey, formerly a bonanza 
spot for the indoor shows, has also 
chilled on them this season. 

Too many carnivals in summer 
has taken off the edge as well as 
theatres spotting the best of circus 
acts in its vaude shows with only 
the layoffs available for the indoor 
circuses 











DROP WORTHAM NAME 


Chicago, Dec. 31. 

_ €&. A. Wortham Shows will be 
known as the Beckman and Gerty 
Shows next year. This carny has 
been operated by Beckman and 
Gerty since the death of Wortham, 
but until this year the name was re- 
tained. 

Dallas and Houston, Tex., 
will be played 
ears. 


See Red at $63,087 


Chicago, Dec, 31. 

With a gross of $63,087 the Bud 
Taylor-Earl Mastro bout at the 
Chi Stadium last week was another 
financial floppo. Taylor dragged 
away $15,000 for his end when he 
sufficiently recovered at the end of 
the eighth round to pick himself off 
the mat. Maestro got $20,000 with 
a percentage which ate well into 
the gross. 

In point of attendance the fight 
was one of the best here this winter. 
Some 17,211 attended, but the an- 
swer was red, just the same. 


fairs 
this year with 35 








Bill Keenan, former wardrobe man 
with Ringling-B. & B. show, has 
passed up the white tops, having 
become a Long Island real estate 
salesman. 





Eddy Brown will be manager of 





the Rubin and Cherry Model shows 
jin 1930. 





Lydia Yeamans Titus, 63, died 
Dec, 30 at Windsor Hospital, Glen- 
dale, Cal, following a 
stroke two years ago. 


An Australian by birth but living | 


and appearing in American vaude- 
ville, musical comedy and pictures 
from early life, Miss Yeamans was 
the widow of Frederick Titus, actor. 
She had been in pictures for about 
15 years, last for Universal. 

Mrs. Titus was credited with hav- 
ing popularized the old song, “Sally 
in Our Alley.” She was an honor- 
ary member of the Buffalo lodge of 
Elks. 


Funeral arrangements by Motion | 


Picture Fund. 





MARIE SEIDEWITZ 


Marie Busséy Duffy Seidewitz, 
actress, died suddenly in her apart- 
ment, 919 North Charles street, 
Baltimore, Dec. 27. 

Mrs. Seidewitz was a daughter of 
the late Robert H. Bussey, state’s 
attorney for Baltimore county, and 
made her stage debut in Balti- 
more in 1914 in “The Palace of the 
King.” 

She had also appeared in vaude- 
ville and pictures, as well as legit 
productions. Her husband and two 
children by a former marriage sur- 
vive. 


JOHN D. LEFFINGWELL 


John D. Leffingwell, veteran news- 
paperman and publicity agent, died 
last week of pneumonia at his home, 
103 South Little Rock avenue, At- 
lantic City. Mr. Leffingwell had 
been in ill health for about 10 


paralytic 
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CIRCUS WOMAN FIGHTS | Sparks Locking Round | GRIFFITHS ON POINTS; Ah 

nee ee |" 3 | Obituary 
EXPULSION AS PAUPER Chicago, Dec. i. | RISKQ MAKES IT CLOSE 
Charles Sparks’ latest attempt to ees 
Bridgeport, Conn., Dec. 31. buy the Auarew Dew ae trick bw By JACK PULASKI : JACK GARDNER |years. His widow, Grace K. Lef- 
” made by Sparks sending an aP-| Two slugging muggs fought it} ja.x Gardner. 53, veteran actor | fngwell, survives. 

Mrs. William Champness, former] praiser over to check Downie’s iét ah ihe Gatien to week se : . : es a r, Sox Bielibewadl: erie eatantabd ta 
headpiece designer for the Ring- a Appraiser set bed figure be winner supposedly going up against died Dec. 29 of heart disease iN | the New: York. Heralé, Sun and 
ling circus, and her husband and $25,000, with Downie ecting $50,0 "| Jack Sharkey at the new 50,000-|Glendale, Cal. His condition be-| world and had represented a score 
six children face deportation to| for the year-old trucks and other seat stadium in Miami next month.| came serious just before the holi-|of stage players, including Billie 
Canada as paupers. Local charity | holdings. Sparks trained off to) qurry Griffiths won from Johnny days and he was moved from his| Burke, Ethel Barrymore and Otis 
authorities have been supporting | Bhehemen, Texas, to look over the) Ricko, hut the Florida matchmaker si et siti _..|Skinner, John Drew, William Col- 
the family since last September and Cole Bros. outfit. still has his problem. Griffiths| ome to Windsor Hospital, where lier, Frances Wilson and Margaret 
City Court Justice Merritt says that The latest move on Sparks’ part} was a two to one favvrite, but|he died. | Hlington. He also was formerly 
he sees no reason why the city with Floyd King makes it look a8} didn’t look that way at the tinish Mr. Gardner has appeared in every |connected with Erlanger and Tyler 
should continue to look after the if he will be on the road in the Only Moxie Schmelling is credited] pranch of show business—musical | productions. 
family. spring with some sort of circus. with bowling over Risko, alleged| comedy as a straight man and in| The body was brought to New 

Mrs. Champness claims that she King has the equipment—or what = rubber man, baker, butcher, or| yaudeville with different partners, | York for interment yesterday (Tues- 
did not ask aid; that it was only at left of it—and the desire of both | something from Cleveland (and he | and had played many parts in pic- | day). 
the imsistence of welfare workers | ™e” is to keep in the game. also battered Griffiths). Griffiths | tures in the last nine years. aomquninem 
that she accepted help, and has re- PR RN, (NEE pee pies came east with plenty of rep, but Among former partners were Jean- | CLYDE A. JACOBS 
tained: counsel. Champness was Smaller 101 stood still long enough to permit] ette Lowery, Al Lioyd, Marie Hart- Clyde A. Jacobs, 42, former vaude- 
foreman of the costume department ri ‘ Jas. Braddock to knock him out/man and Edna Leedom. Following | villian, died recently. - Jacobs had 
of the Rineline show when it for- Ponca City, Okla., Dec. o. with a right to the chin not longs the discontinuance of the Leedom| retired some time ago. Little is 
merly wintered here. Court has Zack ry gtk ites = 7 — : Ra Say ay wegnes about 175/ and Gardner turn, Gardner went| known of his vaudeville activity 
termed the family as “alien pau- prime shee Sib ano enti? ie sited — then. He’s now 192 and| west to work in pictures. He had | around the N. V. A. or in the Times 
pers.” show that’ will play the smaller | thinks he can tap everybody on the | heen with different film concerns | Square agencies. 

act at spots in 1930. chin. Maybe he can, although it/anq@ had played many parts. His Pr ti key 
Original 101 will go out as usual. | looks as if Sharkey could beat both | jast engagement was with “The NELLIE HEALY 
Floto in Chi Stadium 30th circuses will have picture stars | Tufty and Johnny in the same ring. | Girl from Woolworth’s” -fer First Nellie Sealy... 73, im “vaudeville 
as the draws. . ; Griffiths threw enough rights, but | National | years ago, died Dec. 25 at 4653 
Apr. 14; After Coliseum | “i o gonad will do the routing | Risko eg rs +4 ager bet ae Gardner has a brother, Horace, | North 19th street, Philadelphia. 
Re a ia oth s ae: > Me et po Aas poner ar ne poten: | living in New York, | With her husband she formed the 

The Sells-Floto date at the Chi e ¢ ° lw estern aspirant and for a time it Rigs Beg atone pegged acre 

Btadiye.i8 Ane 727, The bulld- Circuses Winter Quarters seemed as if Johnny might cop. LYDIA YEAMANS TITUS ee ee te Chama fiestera 





| Mrs. Norman Hoffman, 63, former 
|soloist with the Chicago Symphony 
|; Orchestra, in Milwaukee, Dec. 23, 
| after three months’ illness. She was 
;}the head of the piano department 
he the Milwaukee Institute of Music. 
} 





Henry Brewer, 72, a friend of the 
| late Frank Bacon, serving for the 
| last year and a half as doorman of 
the Hollywood (Calif.) Playhouse, 
died Dec, 27. No relatives, but Mrs. 
Bacon is taking care of the funeral. 





| 
| 


| John J. Cavanaugh, 27, St. John, 
|N. B., film man, died recently in 
that city. His parents and brother 
| survive. He also was a member of 
Holder’s orchestra of St. John, 





Jullia M. Collin, 65, sister of Al- 
bert F. Collin (Collin Music House, 
Melbourne), died Nov. 4 in Victoria, 
Australia, 


DEATHS ABROAD 
Paris, Dee. 22. 





fo-mer, known as Libert, died at 
Marseilles. 

M. Darius, 58, cafe concert singer, 
died in Paris. 

Eugene Tomory, 50, popular Hun- 
gcrian author, died in Budapest in 
destitute circumstances. 

‘Emmanuel Singer, 83, doyen of 
Austrian journalists, died in Vienna, 
One time an editor of “Neues Wien- 
er Tageblatt.” ae, ts 

Si-Ngen, Chinese juggler, died of 
heart disease on the stage while at 
the Novelty Palace, Clermont-Fer- 
rand, France. 

Jeanne Rolly, 70, French actress, 
died at Cambo, near Biarritz. 





(Continued from page. 58) 


station, WGHP (owned by George 
Harrison Phelps), opened; inaugural 
program hooked up via WABC. 
Speech by Governor Greene of 
Michigan. Best entertaining fea- 
ture was program by Gerald Marks’ 
band, with Stuart Hanna vocaliz- 
ing. 


Roxy Gang 
The Roxy Gang on WJZ swung 
high and low with a New Year 
cheerio via. Lew White and the 
organ and the Roxy ensemise. 
WOR appears to be going in for 
more sombre and subdued pro- 


grams. Of these the Dorian 
Stringed Quartette is about the 
classiest. A & P Gypsies, with 
splendid orchestral direction by 


Harry Horlick, strive for a change 





. 


NOTES 


West side property owner in Chi 
came out recently at a bank with 
$500 worth of shares in the old 
original Barnum and Bailey circus. 
Used it for collateral. -Refused to 
sell when asked if he would name a 
price. 





Geo. Steele, for many years legal 


adjuster with the American Circus} 


Corp., is coming out with a book 
titled “49 Years of Circus.” 


_————— 


Office furniture of former Ameri- 


ean Circus Corp. in Chi being 
shipped to Peru. The Crilly Bldg 
diggings will be vacant after Jan. 1. 


is 


of pace. Program blends arty stuff 
with topical. Ingram Shavers 
(WJZ) revived some of the lead 
hits of the year. 


Reviewing 1929 
Ingram Shavers played some of 
the season’s standouts. So did the 
Empire Players. And along came 
the Edison period (WJZ) with tits 
from 1929. Everybody had the 
same bright idea. 





Orchestras can’t miss on the Vic- 
tor Herbert music. Getting a 
greater play each week on the air. 
Ken-Rad Cabin Nights missing 
from regular WJZ broadcast, and 
replacing was the Stromberg-Carl- 
son period. Music by Rochester 
Civic Orchestra. On its perform- 
ance via air Rochester can be proud 
of its musickers. A highlight was 
Ruth Garner, featured soloist. Her 
voice is flexible, pliant and rangy. 





General Motors Party 


General Motors Party WEAF was 
an all-Russian program. Adia 
Kouznetzoff was the vocal feature. 
Corking voice. Orchestra played 
some impressive Russian numbers. 
Whittal Anglo-Persians program 
has a good orchestra ably directed 
by Louis Katzner. The ‘Trovpers 
somehow don't clank on all eylin- 
ders. May be due to lack of ma- 
j; terial. Have been on WOR long 
lenough to get hot. Robert Burns 
| Panatella had Guy Lombardo ccm- 
|ing over great from WAB:. Lome 
| bardo giving care to layout for this 

period. WMCA should s:irt the 
| New Year with one resolucicn. Pep 
up its program and above all keep 
it from becoming too humdrum ana 
‘dry. An awful lot of talking by 
| WMCA during 1929. 





Joseph Nocela, 40, vaudeville per- 
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be used in the Avalon and Capitol, 
deluxe neighborhood spots on the 
south side, one week each. 





Term “Magnafilm,” coined by 
Emil Stern, general operator for the 
Essaness circuit of 27 houses, is be- 
ing capitalized by other chains, It 
describes greater-vision enlarged 
images, obtained by a special lens. 





Taft B. Shreiber, MCA booker, 








Belmont 
Sistern and brethren, this is the 
of the year when we 
down into the box office and 
what we can see, if anything. You, 
Mr. Lloyd, with your marionettes. 
Will you admit that you used the 
American flag to grab the only ap- 
plause in the act? What do you 
do in a flagless country? 

And rise, Lillian Goodhue; you 
won't be able to squawk that you 
didn’t get a break, but those songs 
are no raves. Kent and Kyle, you'll 
likely burn and we burn because of 
your comedy material. Runyan and 
Bell also take heed. The crossfire 
has its discrepancies, and De Prez 
and Kellin muff their adagio op- 
portunities, 


Cliff Crane gets results on 


season peer 


see 


his 


hoofing. Should cut his talk for 
once in a while silence is golden. 
Mildred Andre and violinists opened 
with a boy hoofer as the punch. 
Eddie and Billy Gorman as come- 


dians, had their troubles. Ben Has- 
sen troupe can pay the first instal- 
ment on their harps, because of 
nice tumbling. And lo, Ben Has- 
sen’s name led all the rest. Loop. 





Englewood 


Five acts clicked before the big, 
happy audience because it was 
Christmas day. But four on this bill 
would find nice returns on merits 
alone in any similar family spot. 

Heavy value was put over by 
Cook, Morton and Harvey, two men 
and a girl, in the bicycle-basketball 
game by the men. Cook and Lang- 
ton, mixed cross-fire, topped every- 
thing working in that forlorn deuce 
spot, with their dentist-and-patient 
dialog. Man needlessly resorted to 
blueish lowbrow stuff. ‘Woman's 
laugh was infectious, and she is 
classy. 

“Crowland,” dancing flash built on 
a cornfield theme, proved at least an 
average family time number, two 
men and two girls bearing all the 
work. Exceptional acrobatic rou- 
tine by a pretty girl in garish cos- 
tume. 

Johnnie Herman, blackface single, 
negligible next-to-closing, using 








mustier gags than ever, and: some 
rank ones. 
DeLong Family, 


man and three 


girls, closed in handbalancing, and 
held to the last on appearance, 
“Four Feathers” (Fox), news 
shots, and any number of awful 
RKO exploitation trailers running 
some nine minutes. Loop. 





Harry Fink, formerly of Sherman 
Clay, succeeds Jack Diamond as 
manager of the Spier & Coslow 
music office, 





Ken Nelson, for two years with 
Gene Austin, has joined the Joe 
Morris music office. 





Orpheum, RKO, Champaign, IIl., 
epens Jan. 10 with four acts, last 
half, 





Lindy’s is enlarging, taking in the 
nut shop nook in its entrance for 
additional table space. 





Al Kvale, m. c. 
into the Oriental this week, chang- 
ing with Lou Kosloff. 





For the first time, the south side | 


Stratford, National Playhouse, got 
a pre-release, with “Married in 
Hollywood” (Fox). 





Film Row may be a trade gossip- 
ing place of the past within a year. 
Ten-story building at 8th and 5. 
Wabash ave., now loaded with ex- 
changes, is losing six floors of ten- 
ants. First to move will be First 
National and Warner, going to a 
new six-story building near 13th and 
S. Wabash. 





J. B. Koppe, 
Berwyn, 


manager of Ritz- 





Projection room at the Fox ex- 
change has been remodeled into a 
high hat tiny theatre, seating 34. 





Randolph, grind house adjoining 
the Oriental, and the only silent spot 
on Randolph st., is going talker. 





National Playhouses is consider- 
ing booking Fanchon and Marco 
Ideas for two weeks of time. Would 














Jemima 


of 
*Showhoat’” 


dirt. 


all kinds. 


apparalus 4 
without charge. 






She’ll tell you Hotel McCormick is 
her favorite Chicago’ hotel. 
likes the location—so near the 
loop, yet away from the noise and 
She likes the spacious, airy 
rooms, the smart and charming fur- 
nishings, the modern facilities of 
The low rentals include 
complete maid and hotel service, 
electric refrigeration, light and gas. 


Hotel McCormick offers such added fea- 
tures as golf driving nets, handball ccuris, 
gymnasium with latest health and reducing 
« « all enjoyed by guests 


Ontario and Rush Sts. 
Phone Superior 4927 


She 


RATES 


Apartments for 
Two, $90 Mo. up 


Larger Apart- 
ments for Four, 
$150 Mo. up 


Hote! Rooms, 
$60-$70 Mo. up 











will manage the MCA Hollywood 
office, opening in January. 





Commercial, Fox house in. South 
Chicago, will be shortly replaced by 
a 3,000-seat theatre. This will give 
Fox the only de luxe house in that 
section. Fox took over the present 
1,500-seat house on a 20-year lease 
from the Ascher Bros., but will 
change the papers on the property 
to a 99-year lease, 





By the acquisition of three more 
houses, the Halkar Theatre Corp. 
becomes a circuit. The company, 
headed by Sam Halper and Sam 
Karsaak, has taken over the Hal- 
stead and the Waverly, two south- 
side houses, from Richard Israel for 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By DON RECORD 


Lyceum—Dark, 
RKO Palace—‘‘Dance Hall"; vaude. 
RKO Temple—“Leve Comes Along” 


(2d week). 
Rochester — “Navy Blues”; 


Loew's 

vaude. 
Eastman—‘“Pointed Heels,” 
Piccadilly—‘“Paris.” 
Regent—‘Disraeli.” 
Fay’s—‘‘Song of Kentucky.” 
Vietoria— Dark. 
Strand—Change. 
Family—Change. 





Theatre biz took hard rap with 
combination of worst sleet storm in 
history, resulting bad traffic condi- 
tions and the holidays, All theatres 
hit. 





“Dracula” scheduled for Lyceum 
week of Jan. 13, and Katherine Cor- 
nell in new play, “The Dishonored 
Lady,” Jan. 20. 





Real battle on between RKO Pal- 
ace and Loew’s Rochester, vaude 
houses, with Palace jumping to six 
acts on regular bill and Rochester 
bringing in biggest pictures avail- 





able. 
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side, from the Saperstein Bros. for 
$17,500. With these houses, the cir- 
cuit now has seven theatres. 





Harry Minturn, very ill for some 
time, has taken himself and his wife 
to Miami in an effort to regain his 
health. His stock at the Ambassa- 
dor remains in operation. 





R. M. Cannon is moving his dra- 
matic stock from the Grand, Can- 
ton, Ohio, to Zanesville, Ohio. 





Schaar Bros. come into control of 
the theatre business of Valparaiso, 
Ind., by acquiring the Varsity from 
James Gregory for $12,000. Gregory 
moves to Ottawa to operate his own 
house there, the Gayety. 





Changes in United Theatres Corp., 
which operates the Sympkony and 
the Palace, Cicero, has resulted in 
removing one man from the presi- 
dency and eliminating two men 
from the company. Clement Mc- 
Mahon, former president, is in Mil- 
waukee, but retains an _ interest. 
Gerald McMullen and L. A, Bertell 
are no longer associated, bought 
out. The theatres are now being 
operated for the stockholders by 
ol Dersch and Harry W. Wil- 
ard, 





BOSTON 


Severai thousand feet of film were 
destroyed by fire in the Technicolor 
plant last week. Blaze said to have 
ee from defective electric cir- 
cuit. 





Hotels in Boston were allowed 
dancing privileges to 3 a. m. New 
York’s eve by special grant of the 
Licensing Board on petition of the 
Boston Hotel association. Night 
clubs and cafes were forced to ask 
individually for the right. 





Bob Sawyer, colored orchestra 
leader, was slashed about the head 
at a dance in Paul Revere Hall. 
Police stopped the dance. 





Girlie, Shetland pony who kicked 
Mrs. Hallie Wilson and thereby 
caused the loss of $2,000 to her 
owners and the Norumbega Park 
Co. when a suit was heard in the 
Middlesex Civi' “ourt, played a week 
'at ihe Keith-Albee theatre as a re- 
sult of the ensuing publicity. Girlie 
used to take the kids for rides at 
Norumbega Park. 





Matthew W. Ott, musical comedy 
producer of Watertown, won a di- 
vorce from Mrs, Suzanne Hale Ott, 
former actress, when he alleged she 
“spent the past 10 years having me 
hauled before magistrates all over 
the state for non-support, failure to 
provide, contempt of court and every 
other possible court procedure.” 





Phyllis Cameron, dancer with 
“Whoopee,” Colonial theatre, is at 
a local hospital with a fractured 
leg. Lamp used for decoration 
struck her as she left the stage after 
her act. 
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$15,000, and the Garfield, west- KANSAS CITY 


By WILL R. HUGHES 


Shubert—‘“Journey’s End.” “3 
Orpheum — “The Bachelor Father 
(stock). 


Loew’s Midland—‘‘Navy Blues’’; vaude. 
Mainstreet—‘‘Vagabond Lover’; vaude. 
Newman—‘“‘Pointed Heels.”’ 
Royal—“‘The Kibitzer.” 
Pantages—‘‘Salute’’; vaude, 
Gayety—Mutual burlesque, 
Empress—Stock burlesque. 





The two Publix theatres, Newman 
and Royal, are offering their pa- 
trons a three-hour parking service 
for 15 cents. The service is with a 
new garage close to the theatres. 





A lone bandit entered the office 
of the Uptown theatre Sunday even- 
ing and forced S. Bernard Joffee, 
manager, to open the safe and hand 
over $3,500. Fourth time the house 
has been robbed in the last 13 
months, 





OMAHA 


Billy Byrne, for 25 years an Or- 
pheum manager, now is manager 
of the Brandeis stock company. Cle- 
mant-Walsh players, who set long 
record here befdre, returned from 
Des Moines. 





Strand, once the pride of theatre 
row, has joined the big parade of 
obsolete houses doomed for wreck- 
age in Omaha. It has been dark 
nearly four years, except for brief 
periods, 





Gertrude Gates, Negress, of Grand 
Island, Neb., won a $200 verdict 
against the Hostettler Amusement 
Company because she was asked to 
move in one of the firm’s houses 
after she was seated. The company 
took the case to state supreme court 
to try to prevent establishment of 
a costly precedent. 





Creighton university debaters won 
an audience decision against the 
Oxford (England) team here by up- 
holding the negative of the ques- 
tion, “Resolved: That the Talking 
Film Will Strike a Deadly Blow to 
Western Culture.” 





Billy Meyers, recently of the Wis- 
consin at Milwaukee, is m. ec at 
the Paramount, replacing Bobby 
Jackson, who was called to Holly- 
wood to fulfill his contract with 
Warners, 





Two firemen were overcome but 
escaped serious injury when the 
$65,000 Atlantic theatre, Atlantic, 
la., burned. Eight hundred people 
filed out to safety. 


| tors’ 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. , 


By ROBERT H. BROWN 


Ritz—“Her Private Affair’: , 
Alabama—‘‘Show of Showa 0% 
ane AR eg Heels.” 
Pp ‘The Forward Pags,” 

—— : Mae Racketeer.” 

alax—‘'Marriage Pla rs) bad 
Lyric—Stock. — 
Erlanger—‘“'The Golden Dog.” 
Pantages—Musical comedy. 
Capitol—Change. 
Rialto—Change. 





Jack King musical comedy opened 
at Pantages last week. Fair opene 
ing with average crowd, Scale, 10s 
30-40c,. for evening, 





Ritz screening southern premiere 
of “Hot for Paris” New Year's 
night. 





The embalmed whale on exhiblq 
tion here for a week lost dough, 
Rain, snow and unfavorable location 
on railroad tracks. Got a break 
with the dailies because a professop 
at a local college had been fire@ 
from the faculty because he said the 





whale couldn’t have swallowed 
Jonah. 
Norwood theatre, neighborhood 
house, has been reopened. Not 
wired. 





Rev. J. A. Bryan, Birmingham's 
favorite pastor, made a life meme 
ber of the Theatrical Stage Eme 
ployees and Motion Picture Opera. 
Union. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 
Broadway—‘‘Thing Called Love,” 
United Artists—‘‘Venus.”’ 
Alder—‘‘Romance of Rio Grande,” 
Portland—‘Pointed Heels.” 
Rialto—‘‘Marriage Playground.” 
Music Box—‘‘Skinner Steps Out.” 
Blue Mouse—'‘‘Her Private Affair.’ 
Oriental—‘“‘This Is Heaven.” 
Orpheum—'‘‘Tanned Legs.”’ 
Dufwin—Henry Duffy Players. 





Film men still setting pace for 
exploitation. “Greater Movie Sea- 
son” idea starts similar racket 


among merchants every so often, 
Multnomah Athletic Club, big ine 
stitution, remodeled its dining room 
for members and announced 
“Greater Eating Season.” 





Jack Gault, p. a. for Publix 
Portland, now manager of Publix 
Rialto. Replaced Bert Naus, who 
went to the Granada, San Fran- 
cisco. 





Rent of $700 a month, believed 
too much for Rivoli (Parker-Fox) 
to~pay for house entrance through 
another building, so a new entrance 
was built on side street. Clever 
booking got the house biggest gross 
for year on first two weeks. 





_ 








When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 














A. H. WOODS’ 
A DELPH AM2ts. Wed. & Sat. 
Clark at Madison 


LEW LESLIE’S 


“BLACKBIRDS” 


Fastest, Funniest, Most Tuneful 
Musical Revue Ever Present 
Original New York and Paris Cast 











Mts. Thurs 


SELWYN Tonight “iha sat 


SAM H. HARRIS Presents 
THIS SEASON’S COMEDY SMASH 


é“ 9”? 
June Moon 
By America’s Foremost Humorists 
RING GEORGE S. 
LARDNER ®94 KAUFMAN I 














ILLINOIS Mats. Wed.-Sat. 
ZIEGFELD SENSATION 


SHOW BOAT 


(In the Flesh and Blood) 
With CHARLES WINNINGER 


ERLANGER ™#ts. Wed, ang Sat. 


BERT LYTELL 
“BROTHERS” 


Thrilling Romantic Melodrama 











R-K-O WOODS 


Radio Pictures’ Triumph of 
Song and Romance 


RUDY VALLEE 


in “THE VAGABOND LOVER” 














————, 











iN CHICAGO 


LINDY’S RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 
Is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
A Good Place to Eat and Meet 
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Wednesday, January 1, 1930 
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TOLEDO 


By E. H. GOODING 


Paramount—‘Kibitzer"; stage show. 
Vita-Temple—‘“Show of Shows.” 
Pantheon—‘‘No, No, Nanette” 
state—‘‘Lone Star Ranger.” 
Princess—“‘Thing Called Love.” 
Valentine-—“‘Navy Blues.” 
hivoll—Vaudfilm 
Empire—Burlesque. 








Latest move of the censors is ban 
on Fox’s “Hot for Paris.” Sched- 
uled for State with advertising and 
24-sheets out. Understood ban will 
be permanent. State substituted 
“The Lone Star Ranger.” 

Vita-Temple had shown a short, 
“Some Pumpkins,” for three days 
before the board got around to do 
its stuff. Made theatre yank the 
feature. 

Rawest deal was on First Na- 
tional’s “Wedding Rings,” which 
the Pantheon had exploited twice. 
Shagged out first time, and Co- 
lumbia’s “Hurricane” substituted. 
Then permission given to show it, 
untouched, for four days prior to 
Christmas. Two hours ahead of 
scheduled opening, word from Co- 
lumbus that the film couldn’t be 
shown in Ohio under any circum- 
stances. Pantheon had no chance 
to announce substitution of “In the 
Next Room” (FN). 


NEWARK, N. J. 


By C. R. AUSTIN 





Broad—‘‘She Got Away with Murder.” 

Shubert——‘‘Escapade.’’ 

Proctor’s — ““‘The Vagabond Lover” 
vaude. 

Loew's State—‘“Untamed’’; vaude. 

Newark—'‘‘Peacock Alley’’; vaude. 





Branford — “Second Choice’; stage 
show. 

Mosque—‘“‘Show of Shows.” 

Fox Terminal—-‘‘They Had to See 
Paris.” 

Rialto—‘‘Paris’’ (2d week). 

Capitol—‘‘So This Is College.” 

Empire—Mutua! burlesque. 

Warners have raised prices at 
the Branford as well as at the 
Mosque. The new scale is 30c to 


75c with a 10c tilt Saturdays and 
Sundays. This leaves a wide range 
of prices among the first run 
houses. There hasn't been any. at- 
tempt to get $1 or $2 for a super 
for two years now. 


Corse Payton and Company play- 
ing at the Liberty, a very small 
house, in an excellent location in 
Irvington. This is. the first stock 
to play Irvington. 


Warners announce title to a large 
block bounded by Clinton, Peshine 
and Jelliff avenues in the southern 
part of the city. Plot is opposite 
Fox’s American and was originally 
assembled ay ¢ the Fabians. 


CLEVELAND 


By GLENN C. PULLEN 


Ohio—“‘Vanities.”’ 
Hanna—Thurstou 
Playhouse—-“‘The Racket.” 
Palace—‘‘His Last Command.” 
Stillman—“Condemneda”’ (2d week). 
Allen—*‘Navy Blues.’ 
State— “Laughing Lady” 
Hip—‘‘Sunny Side Up.” 
105th—‘‘Love, Live and Laugh”; vaude. 


; stage show. 


Tony Silvestro, restaurant owner, 
sued by New York music publishers 
for playing copyrighted music rec- 
ords on _ restaurant phonograph 
without paying royalties. Publishers 
won case. Silvestro fined $300 and 
costs. 





Warners have completed plans for 
$1,000,000 picture house in Youngs- 
town. Construction to start April 1. 


J. J. Harwood, manager of neigh- 
borhooder, relieved of $200 evening’s 
receipts by two gunmen. 


After season’s darkness, Boulevard 
has been leased by Alex Stark who 
will open and manage it himself. 


Victor theatre in Akron purchased 
by Harry Giletti, who has turned 
management over to John Muck. 





Wallace Elliott, manager’ of 
Keith’s 105th, has leased Princess 
for two years. Will- be equipped 
with RCA Photophone early in Jan- 
uary and is to be managed by El- 
liott’s uncle, James Elliott, and 
James Flattery. 
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OAKLAND, CAL. 


Ben Lyon ingratiated himself in- 
versely with the transportation re- 
porters at the air port last week. 
Lyon, all togged out in an army 
officer’s uniform, arrived after con- 
ferences with Henry Duffy relevant 
to “The Boomerang,” to meet Bebe 
Daniels, his fiancee. He took the 
casual presence of the reporters 
and photographers as_ indication 
that the air port was capitalizing 
on his appearance and began to 
make announcements. 

He would not allow his fiancee 


to be photographed; he would not 
be photographed himself; in the 
event anyone sought to do so he 
would see to it that the Maddux 
Air Line was penalized by a Hol- 
lywood boycott. He would further 
see to it that it lost money forth- 


with and cancelled his return trans- | 


portation. 

Miss Daniels arrived, breathed a 
little of the hectic air and posed 
all over the track, thereby getting 
the consequent publicity. The re- 
porters forgot to connect Lyon with 
the episode at all. 


“Remote Control” gave way Sun- 











DES MOINES 


Berchel— “Porgy.” 
Casino—Change. 


aunt Melneo—" ‘Glorifying the American 
r 
Garden—"‘Goid Diggers of Broadway.” 
Orpheum—Vaudfilm. 
Palace—‘“‘Wagon Master.”’ 
Paramount—" Marri iage Playground.” 
Pres‘dent — “Command to Love” 
(stock,. 
Princess—Dark. 
Shrine—Dark. 
Strand—‘‘Is Everybody Happy?” 


Thee Des Moines changed from 
“Disraeli” to “Glorifying the Amer- 
ican Girl” on Christmas. “Disraeli” 
figured too highbrow for holiday 
audiences, 





Herbie Koch, solo organist, re- 
turned to the Paramount Dec. 26 for 
indefinite engagement. 


J. Berger, booker in the Publix 


office, out, with Lew Bray succeed- 
ing from the New York office. 
“Crime” will follow “The Com- 


” 


mand to Love,” opening show of the 
Oberfelder-Ketcham company at the 
President December 28. Ian Keith 
will remain guest star for second 
week, 


Wm. Boylan given $3,524 judgment 
against Al G. Barnes, former circus 
owner, on a judgment obtained for 
alleged injuries from a calliope 
wagon which struck him in 1916. 





day to “It Pays to Advertise” at 
the Dufwin. 

The Vitaphone, instead of going 
jto Fox, will return at once to War- 
jners’ products. Fox interests are 
;reduced to the Oakland, T. & D 
Grand-Lake and Senator—the last 
two neighborhood houses. 

By HAROLD W. COHEN 

Nixon— “Children of Darkness t 

Alvin ‘The Love Duel. 

Pitt—Sharp stock. 

Academy—Mutual burlesque. 

Pictures 

Penn—"“Navy Blues’ *, stage show. 

Stanley- “Second Choice”; stage show. 

Enright — ‘“‘Wedding Rings’’; stage 
show. 

Grand—‘‘Show of Shows” (2d week). 

Aldine—‘‘Condemned” (2d week). 

Sheridan Square—‘‘Vagabond Lover’ 
(2a week). 

Harris—‘‘Tanned Legs’’; vaude. 

First New Year’s week in many |} 
| years that town has been without a 
single musical. Nixon and Alvin' 





| entertainer 


' 


tenanting dramatic shows. 

Nat Nazarro, Jr., stays on at Penn 
as m. ec. until January 20. Loew 
units begin here next week, with 
Publix shows switching to Stanley 
Friday. 


McDonald, former 
here, now m. c.’ing 
Harris at its McKeesport house. 


36, sports writer for 


radio 
for 


Briant 





Lou Wollen, 


| the Pittsburgh “Press” and who had 


| 


i 


| traveled with Pirate baseball team 


since 1924, died Christmas day at 


| his home. 


Another night club opened down- 
town last week atop roof of Mayfair 
hotel. Operated by Joe Rubin and 
Mercur Brothers, who, during sum- 
mer run Club Plantation, roadhouse. 
Floor show headed by Luke Barnett, 
Lee Parent and Olive and Amdur. 


Lou Bolton, who staged chorus 
numbers for couple of cabarets here 
last summer, has opened his own 
dancing school. 


MILWAUKEE 


By FRANK J. MILLER 


Alhambra—‘‘Hell’s Heroes.” 
Davidson—‘‘After Dark” (legit). 
: (2a week). 








Gayety— Burlesque. 
Majestic—‘‘The Kiss’’ (2d week). 
Merrill—“‘Nix on Dames.” 
Pabst—German stock Sunday. 
Palace-Orpheum—‘“‘Paris.”’ 
Riverside—‘‘First Command’’; vaude, 
Strand—‘‘Welcome Danger.” 
Wisconsin—‘‘Half Way to 
stage show. 





Heaven”; 


E. Max Bradfield new m., ec. at 
Wisconsin. Frankie Jenks goes to 
Detroit. 





Mrs. Norman Hoffman, 63, concert 
pianist, died at Milwaukee hospital 
Christmas Day following an illness 
of three months. Mrs. Hoffman 
was a graduate of the Royal Con- 
servatory of Leipzig and had ap- 


‘peared with the Chicago Orchestra 


and the Kneisel quartet. 











“The New Moon” underlined at 
| Davidson Jan. 12 week. 
‘ommunity celebration in Court 


lor Honor Christmas Eve brought 
plenty of people into the downtown 
ection but theatres did not benefit. 





ee ere ome 
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Always the Hit of the Show! 


A Well Dressed Production Is Sold 
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‘or Rent. Sale 


or Manufactured te Your Designs 


For Prices 


Wire or Write HARRY BOURNE 


CARE 


FANCHONs MARCO COSTUME © 


643 SO. OLIVE ST, LOS ANGELES,CAL. 








Marjorie Alford, former show girl, 
was married Christmas day to Fred 
Geneva, athletic coach of Albia, 
lowa junior college. 








VARIETY BUREAU 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


416 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 


Telephone Columbia 4630 











By HARDIE MEAKIN 
Af olumbia—* “Condemned.” 
Ear.e—‘‘Second Choice,” 
Fox—‘‘Hot for Paris.” 
Met—‘Show of Shows.” 
Palace—‘‘Navy Blues.” 
Rialto—‘‘Shannons of Broadway.” 
R-K-O—“‘Vagabond Lover.”’ 

Legit has the National again open. 
Currently it is a new one, “Treve- 
lyn’s Ghost.” In rotation will follow | 
Gillette in “Sherlock Holmes,” Co- | 
han in “Gambling,” Ed Wynn in 
“Simple Simon” (Ziegfeld opening) 
and Skinner in “Papa Juan.” 








Horace Heidt and his Californians 
are the stage attraction currently at 
the Fox. A last-minute booking. 
Eddie Hitchcock joined here to han- 
dle publicity, coming down from Fox 
house in New England. 

Alexander Callam, from legit, in 
next week at the Fox as m. c. 


White House fire caused plenty of 
grief not only with the cameraman 
but with the town as well. Confla- 
gration got them out Christmas eve 
when the theatres couldn't, 


MONTREAL 


His Majesty—“Nina Rose.” 
Palace—‘‘Rio Rita.” 

Cc apitoi—“‘Great Gabbo. 
Loew’s—‘‘Glorifying the Follies Girl.” 
Princess—‘‘Song of Lov 
Imperial—‘‘Half Way te i as 
Orpheum—‘“Broadway Hoofer.” 
Roxy—'‘‘The Q Ship.” 
Empress——Doutle bill, 

Strand—Double bill. 

Gayety—Musical stock, 





Ballyhooed considerably in local 
press as something mysterious and 
wonderful, change of former Gay- 
ety burlesque house now is an- 
nounced as merely start of a 
musical stock season commencing 
Saturday. Manager, recently fined 
$150 for indecent show, is appealing 
decision. 





Two more neighborhood houses 
will be added to United Amusement 
chain in this city by February: the 
Moncton and the Grenada. Makes 
a total of 15 in Montreal and 17 in 
all in the province. 





Talk of reduction of the age limit 
on the Children’s Act @arring chil- 


dren under 16, chaperoned or not, 
from picture theatres, is being 
widely circulated here. There is 


believed to be a fair chance, fol- 
lowing considerable discontent and 


;agitation in the city and province, 
of the age being brought down 
to 14. 

I. W. Killam, head of the Royal 
Securities Corp. and well known 
Canadian financier, is latest direc- 
tor resigning from Famous Players 
Canadian Corp. 

NEW ENGLAND 

E. M. Loew opened another new 

house, Regent, at Arlington, Mass., 


Monday. Double feature sound pro- 
2zTram. 

The 350 convicts in the Rhode Is- 
land state prison, who for a long 
time have been shown motion pic- 
tures on Friday nights, were denied 
this entertainment last week as a 
result of the Christmas day riot. 
The riot was due to the lack of a 
film show on Christmas day after 
prison officials had announced that 
they had been unable to obtain the 


films. 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


| population, 


61 





OTTAWA, CAN. 


By W. M. GLADISH 

The Canadian government fs not 
jinterested in a Federal form of 
moving picture censorship, as sug- 
gested following a conference of 
provincial censors at Toronto, be- 
cause the examination of films is 
entirely within the jurisdiction of 
the respective provinces, it is stated 
;at Ottawa. Quebec, with its strong 
French-Canadian Roman Catholic 
is the stumbling block 
with regard to centralized censoring 
in the Dominion. 





A new policy of “specials” on aj} 
weekly change has been adopted by 
Ray Tubman for the Imperial thea- 
tre, Ottawa. Imperial has been in 
the red for some time with a mix- 
iture of first and second runs, 
changed twice weekly. 

Despite announcement that Pathe 
would discontinue its silent news in | 
the United States after Jan. 1, the 
silent news weekly will still be a 


| regulation 


necessity in Canada for some time 
to come because of the governm >-nt 
that newsreels shall be 
at least 50 per cent. British. Lead- 
ing theatres in 
running a silent news, accompanied 
by organ or orc with the rest 


shes stra 
nestra, 


|of the program sy nchronized. 


gee and wired. 


| 


M. J. O’Brien, millionaire theatre 
owner and industrialist of Renfrew, 
Ont... has announced construction of 
a wired theatre in Renfrew, to be 
ready June 1. The O’Brien Opera 
House at Pembroke is being en- 


day performance in the Elite thea- 


|tre, Granby, Quebec, has reopened 
'the Sunday show issue in the Prov- 
lince of Quebec. Exhibitors had 


| ties would lay 


| 


| 


| several weeks, 


| 





agreed with the government to rec- 
ognize the law barring all juveniles 
from their theatres if the authori- 
off Sunday prosecu- 
tions. 

Donat Paquin, owner of three the- 
atres in Hull, Quebec, and one in 
Ottawa, Ont., has purchased the Re- 
gent in Gatineau, Quebec, from Jo- 
senph Laflamme. House, dark for 
will be wired. 

Famous Players has bought 
| downtown site in Vancouver, B. Cs 
on which a $400,000 theatre is be- 
ing erected. Recently Famous Play- 
ers reopened the Capitol at Van- 





the Dominion are} 


| 
' 
| 


| pointed district publicity 





“2 





| ver. 


couver after spending considerable | 


to correct acoustical faults. 


PORTLAND, ME. 


By HAL CRAM 
Strand—‘‘It’s a Great Life.’ 
State—"‘Half Way to Heaven.” 
Maine—‘‘Twin Beds.” 
Keith’s—Vaudfilm, 

Portiand—“The Cock Eyed World.” 








Empire—‘‘Navy Blues."’ 
Colonial — “The Girl from Wool- 
worth’s.” 


Jefferson—‘‘Queen High" (stock). 





New policy starts at Keith’s here 
this week—five acts of vaudeville 
and talking pictures, with continu- 
ous performance 1 to 11 p. m. Prices 
slightly reduced. This comes after 
trying straight pictures for several 
months, ‘ 





ever, a local 
dinner dance 
First inn to 


For the first time 
hotel offered special 
for New Year's eve. 
get that way. 


Reports continue concerning sale 
of Strand to Paramount, although 
no definite announcement has come 
from New York. 


ALBANY, N. Y. 


By HENRY RETONDA 
Capitol—“Little Accident.” 
Hall—‘‘Hot for Paris.” 
Proctor— Vaudfilm. 
Leland—‘“‘Navy Blues.” 
Strand—‘“No, No, Nanette.” 
Ritz—'‘‘Tiger Rose.” 








RKO Proctor has obtained op- 
tions on two sites near the present 
building. When the new owners 
took over the present theatre, which 
is considered the smallest in the 
chain, it planned either to enlarge it 
or build a new one, 


Harold Jenecke has been made 
manager of the Lincoln theatre in 
Troy. 


Paramount Lasky Corp. is to con- 
struct a new exchange building in 





Broadway. 


feature 
show. 


Strand and Ritz had three 
pictures for New Year's eve 


| exploitation 


‘ | legit, 
Prosecution of patrons at a Sun-/}| .. 


‘BROOKLYN, N. Y._ 
By JO ABRAMSON 


Werba’s Flatbush—‘‘Nancy's 
Affair.”’ 
Jamaica—‘“Liittie Accident.” 


Private 


Boulevard—‘ Bon Voyage. 4 
Majestic—‘‘Follow Thru.” 
Century—“‘After Dark.’’ 


Par—“Pointed Heels’’ 
Fox—‘‘South Sea 
Strand—‘“Paris.”’ 
Brooklyn NewsreelNewsreel. 
Momart—Newsreel. 


; stage show. 
Rose”; vaude, 


Loew’s Met — “Mysterious Island”; 
vaude. 

Albee—"“‘His First Command"; vaude. 

Orpheum— Picture. 

Star—Mut burlesque. 

Gayety—-Mut burlesque, 

Two new ones here—‘‘Nancy’s 
Private Affair Myron Fagin’s new 
comedy at the Flatbush, with Minna 
Gombell in the lead: John Goiden’'s 
production of “Bon Voyage,’ come 
dy by tachel Crothers, at the 
Boulevard 

Next week brings in new Shubert 
farce, “She Got Away With Mur- 
der,” headed by Fay Bainter, and 
due at the Flatbush. “Let Us Be 


Gay” scheduled for the Jamaica, and 
“Nancy's Private Affair,” coming 
to the Boulevard. “Little Accident” 
at the Majestic. 


Ray Puckeit, formerly head of the 
department _ at the 
Brooklyn Paramount, has been ap- 
supervisor 


of Pub- 


his head 


for New 


lix houses 
in 


England territory 
He will make 
Springfield. 
Brooklyn News Reel theatre. 
merly Werba’s Brooklyn, playing 
opened last week. Somewhat 
sparse attendance for first week 
Top of 25c., with 10 a. m. opening 


- DENVER 


By JACK ROSE 


quarters 


for- 





Aladdin—'‘Show of Shows.” ” 

America—“South Sea Rose.” 

Broadway—"Rio Rita” (stage). 

Denham—‘‘Smilin’ Thru” (stock) 

Denver—'‘'Navy Blues’; Publix revue 

Orpheum — “Song of Love”; R-K-0O 
vaude. 


Rialte—'‘Three Live Ghosts.”" 
Tabor—‘Paris’; Fanchon 
idea, 


& Marco 


Hazel Hayes, winner of last year’s 
| Atwater-Kent contest, has signed 
| with United Artists. 


Winter stock is through in Den- 
After 17 years at the Denham 
stock is quitting January 4, and the 
|} house will remain dark indefinitely. 

Since opening of the season in 


|} September the gross ran about $1,- 





000 in the red. House needed around 
$5,000 weekly to pay, but the high 
was only $4,992 and the low around 
three grand. Capt. C. C. Spicer, Los 
Angeles financier, was the backer 
and holds the lease, which has two 
and a half years to run. This is the 
last of the houses in Colorado play- 
ing stage shows exclusively. 


SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 


President — “Your Uncie 
(stock) 
Blue Mouse—‘“Tiger Rose.” 
Music Box—‘Show ef Shows.” 
Fifth Avenue—''Untamed’’; stage show. 
Fox-——"‘Their Own Desires.” 
Seattle—‘Marriage Playground.” 
Coliseum—‘“‘Sunny Side Up.” 
Metropolitan—Shaw. repertoire. 
Orpheum—‘‘The Careless Age’’; vaude. 





Dudley" 





Pantages opened with Jack Rus- 
sell company, musical stock, last 
week to fair biz. Russell has short- 
time lease. 





Liberty, old-time ace house of 
Jensen-von Herberg, came back to 
the original owners in the deal 
whereby Harry Arthur sold the 
string to Wet Coast. 





RKO negotiating for a new thea- 
tre building in Spokane. 





Sylvia Bernhard, former dancer, 
has gone from the stage into busi- 
ness here. Just opened her second 
millinery store in the university 
district this month. Her husband 
is Jimmie O'Neal, producer and 
booker of New York. 


Dorothea Antel 


226 W. 72d St. 
New York City 














The Sunshine Shoppe 
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STRICTLY UNION MADE 


PROFESSIONAL TRUNKS 


$60OQ.0co and up 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 
MODELS—ALL 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 


ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
OPEN EVENINGS 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


668 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 41st Streets, New York City 
FOR BH & M TRUNKS IN THE EAST 
_ULongacre 6197 Pennsy!vunia 9064 
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HOLLYWOOD 
and Los Angeles 


TAFT BUILDING, Vine St. and Hollywood Blvd. 


Phone Hollywood 6141 

















“Rio Rita’ is out at the Or- 
pheum, San Diego, week of Jan. 2. 
Carthay Circle, L. A., where the 
picture is current, has a 200-mile 
protection on the picture and San 
Diego is just 130 miles from L. A. 
“Sally” will replace “Rio Rita’ with 
vaude out for the week. 





Paramount broke ground for 
new administration building that 
will cost in excess of $250,000. Pres- 
ent building now housing all the| 
administrative and operating de- 
partments will be turned over to 
production executives, writers and 
directors. 








Clifford Butterworth, sound re- 
corder, filed salary claims with the 
State Labor Comm. against Radio- 
tone Pictures amounting to $116. 
Butterworth claims he was unable 
to locate any of the officials of the 
picture company after he completed 
his work. 








Early morning fire in one of the | 
cutting rooms at Universal studios 
destroyed the trailers on “Under- 
tow,” “Night Ride,” “Dames, Ahoy” 
and “The Mounted Stranger.’ De- 
lay of two weeks in the delivery 
of these trailers will be caused until 
new cuts from the first prints can 
be made. Starting from _ spon- 
taneous combustion, the fire was 
discovered by night watchmen, who 
put it out before the arrival of the 
studio fire department. 


Unable to connect~ with Rafael 
Sabatini, somewhere in lBurope, 
First National has postponed the 
making of “Captain Blood” until 
the author can be reached to sign 
off on the dialog rights. Meantime, 
Waldemar Young, engaged to adapt 
the Sabatini story to the screen, has 
been put to work on a talker ver- 
sion of “The Girl of the Golden 
West,” which was made by Edwin 
Carewe for First National as a si- 
lent in 1923. 


Two new ones picked for starring 
parts for Gary Cooper at Paramount 
are. “The Gay Deceiver,” an O. 
Henry story, and “The Texas,” orig- 
inal, 


Al Santell will direct “The Cisco 
Kid” instead of “Playmates” as 
scheduled. Latter is being post- 
poned until next summer, or at a 
time when Janet Gaynor and 
Charles Farrell are available for the 
production, 





Since the recent Pathe studio fire 
in New York, Larry Darmour has 
established a precedent in Coast 
studio circles by prohibiting smok- 
ing on his studio grounds or within 
any of the buildings. Many stu- 
dios prohibit smoking on stages 
but not in offices or on the grounds. 





Aber Twins added to the cast of 
“Oh, Susanna,” at the Mayan the- 
atre. 





James Lowell, Albert Rocha, Ed 
Miller and Al and Dixon MacIntyre, 
musicians, filed salary claims with 
the State Labor Commission against 
Harry Lawlor, musicai director of 
the Metropolitan Studios, totaling 
$1,330. All claim that Lawlor en- 
gaged them to play in a picture and 
that when they reported for work 
Lawlor told them that he had en- 
gaged other musicians. The musi- 
cians claim they lost $1,330 on other 
jobs while standing by. 


Jacques Feyder will direct a 
French version of “The Unholy 
Night” for Metro as soon as Fred- 


a translation a week ago, 











“The One Best Cellar” 
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6370 Hollywood Bivd. 
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Guervini & Co 


TTT 


that makes any eet 
of Reeds — made by 
band. 


paar’ Columbus 


ue 
San Francisce. Cal 
free Catalorues 





erick Mauzens 
eign adaptation. 


completes the for- 
Mauzens started 


Social Safety Engineers started 
operation as subsidiary of Harry 
Wurtzel, agency. It is the club de- 
partment. Helen Clinton in charge. 





orchestra return here after a three 
years’ absence to appear on stage 
and in pit twice daily for six months. 





Noris Nirley moved from “Carni- 
val Russe” to F. & M. “Idea in 
Green.” Eddie Lambert leaves “Idea 
in Green” for F. & M. “Types.” 








Eddie Moran and Fred Kohlmar 
have hung out a Hollywood shingle 
as agents for writers and 
rights, also act producers. 
One of First National’s early year 
musicals in color will be “Madamoi- 
selle Modiste.” Julian Josephson is 
adapting it to the talkers. No di- 
rectorial or cast assignments yet. 





“Chauve Souris” opens at 
Mason for three weeks Jan. 13. 

Fox West Coast has_ shifted 
around a few of its managers. 
M. N. Fowler replaces Tom Hall at 
the Red Mill, Los Angeles; Williard 
Wyatt goes to the Lyric, Hunting- 
ton Park, replacing Van Clemenj, 
with C. P. Forbes taking over the 
Fox, at Beatrice, Neb.; H. S. Dick- 
son, the Strand, at Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, and J. E. “Wheller; operating 
the Circle at Jackson, Mo., and the 
Broadway, Orpheum and Park the- 
atres in Cape Giradeaux, Mo. 


the 





E. H. Keate has replaced Rex 
Whitted in charge cf the Fanchon 
& Marco club department. 


Marjorie Bonner and Frank Lewis 
replace Ann Westby and David 
Shindell in “Bad Babies,” Figueroa 
Playhouse. 





Fanchon and Marco are again 
operating their own scenic studio. 
Using the old Chaplin studio in 
Boyle Heights. 

Joseph Schildkraut’s next for Uni- 
versal will be “Czar of Broadway.” 





“The Rogue Song,” Lawrence Tib- 
bett’s first for M-G goes into the 
Chinese Jan. 17, following “Con- 
demned.” Jan. 22 “Rio Rita” leaves 
Carthay Circle with “Devil May 
Care,” following “Anna Christie,” 
Metro, will replace “Hot for Paris” 
at the Criterion Jan, 8. 


Mrs. Charles H. Cooper, 50, moth- 
er of Gary Cooper, is in Hollywood 
Hospital suffering from a_ basal 
fracture of the skull. This was sus- 
tained Christmas Eve in an auto- 
mobile accident, A car with Mrs. 
Cooper was struck on Hollywood 
blvd. by another car, Harry Cord- 
ing, actor, driving. Cording was un- 
injured. 


Florence Forman, dancer, goes 
into “‘Let’s Pretend,” at Sacramento, 
Jan. 3, replacing Lyda Roberti, who 
opens at the Fex in Brooklyn with 
Rube Wolf. 


The Novelty theatre at Topeka, 
Kas., in Fox Coast’s Midwest di- 
vision, opened Dec. 23 with Maurice 
Jencks manager. Orpheum at To- 
peka closed Dec. 21. 

Cc. C. Payne is named manager of 
the Broadway and the Park theatres 
at Cape Girardeau and of the Circle 
at Jackson, Mo. 


Free lance publicity seems a thing 
of the past for Art Wenzel, who 
becomes manager of the Uptown 
theatre here for Fox. Ralph Blank, 
whom he replaces, goes to the West 
Adams to succeed Harry Swift, who 
will handle the Crystal and the 
Jewel, both on Whittier boulevard. 

Joe Rock, who recently organized 
Premier Pictures Corp., will make 
comedy shorts in 1930, 





Paramount will not two-a-day 
“The Love Parade” here, as at first 
expected. It has been booked into 
the Paramount, grind, Jan. 30 for 
three weeks, or longer if it will 
stand up. 


Picture players who lost out with 
the advent of talkers because of de- 
fective voices are going strong for a 
psychological clinic which opens 
next month at the University of 
Southern California, in which speech 
defects will be diagnosed and re- 





paired, if possible, by Dr. Milton 
Metfessel. 

Grauman’s Chinese will again 
have a stage attract#n with the 


beginning of the run of “The Rogue 





Song” Jan. 17. Abe Lyman and his 
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ATLANTIC CITY 


Harry Maizlisn, p. a. Stanley- 
Warner theatres, left for Los An- 
geles where he will join Moe Silver, 
in charge of Warner chain, on West 
Coast, 


The Apollo January schedule lists 
Helen MacKellar in “When Hell 
Froze,’ Jan. 6; A. H. Woods’ “Re- 
captured,” Jan. 17; “Topaz,” Jan. 
20, Shuberts, and the yuild’s 
“Strange Interlude,” final week. 





With hotels, restaurants and 
night clubs elaborately prepared 
for a record New Year’s eve frolic, 
and a flotilla loaded to the gun- 
wales with choice holiday cheer 
lying just off the coast, it won’t be 
necessary to commit suicide to wel- 
come in 1930 in this city. 





Just outside the 12-mile limit, ac- 
cording to Captain Bentham of the 
Inlet Coast Guard station, a fleet 
of two-masted schooners, carrying 
choice cargoes of liquors from 
Maine and Canadian provinces, are 
managing to sneak in under cover of 
darkness or with boat-to-shore con- 
tacts. Despite the vigilance of the 
guardsmen, a good many landings 
have been made, 


SAN FRANCISCO 


By WALTER RIVERS 
Bradford Mills arrived in town 
last week to make preparations for 
Columbia grand opera season at the 
Columbia theatre, which opens Jan. 


13. Troupe just finished engage- 
ment at Los Angeles Biltmore, and 
is booked for 20 weeks’ tour. 





Howard Sheehan, vice-president 
Fox, here for conference with A. M. 
Bowles. 


Homer Curran is bringing “June 
Moon” and “Bambina” into his. two 
Geary street houses in January. 





J. J. Gottlobb’s new Columbia the- 
atre, now being built on site of old 
Orpheum in O'Farrell street, will 
not be ready for occupancy next 
month. Opening unlikely before 
March or April. 





Henry Duffy has bought Pacific 
coast rights to John Golden’s “Salt 
Water” and Fred Ballard’s “Ladies 
of the Jury.” 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Metropolitan—Dark. 

Lyceum—‘'Porgy.”’ 

Shubert—“The Front Page’’ (stock), 

Pantages—‘‘Mister Antonio”; vaude. 

Seventh Street—‘“ Jazz Heaven": vaude 

Palace—Stock burlesque. 

Minnesota — ‘Pointed 
—— 

entury—‘Show of Shows’ (24 w 

State—‘'The Laughing Tady.” — 

R-K-O Orpheum — “The Vagabond 
gtic—Ie 

c—‘‘Is Everybody Happy?” 
Aster—“The Girl from Soman 
Grand—“Gold Diggers of- Broadway.” 





Heels’; stage 





Pictures at Grand, Publix loop 
second run house, will be booked 
for half week or full week accord- 
ing to their strength, it is: an- 
nounced by, Ed Smith, disirict man- 
ager. 





Cover charges at the hotels and 


boosted to $15 and $20 per couple. 
Several of the establishments had 
complete sell-outs, 





To augment income at Municipal 
Auditorium, a _ series of Sunday 
afternoon “civic concerts” has been 
arranged. Zimbalist opened series 
last Sunday. 





Gladys Hurlbut and Ruth Lee are 
new leading lady and second wom- 
an. respectively, with Bainbridge 
stock company at the Shubert the- 
atre, succeeding Allys Dwyer and 
Dorothy Lord. Miss Dwyer an- 
nounced she had signed picture 
contract with Fox. 





tioned the federal radio commission 
to allocate a wave length and per- 
mit operation of a broadcasting sta- 
tion by the Minneapolis police de- 
partment. Idea is to provide radio 
facilities for broadcasting crime 
reports to police gun-squad cars 
patrolling the city, as has been 
tried in other cities. 





ni~ht clubs New Year’s Eve were. 


} . |} woman. 
Minneapolis city council has peti- | 





Plays on Broadway 


= 





Contnued from page 55) 


dialog for a _ child, and second 
showed lack of taste and judgment 
of kid's tutor. Boy, however, 
showed he had plenty of talent and 
with proper handling will go big. 
Great possibility for talking pic- 
tures. 


WOOF WOOF 


Musical comedy in two acts, nine scenes. 
Produced by Demarest & Lohmuller, Inc. 
Louise Brown and ‘‘Sunkist’’ Eddie Nelson 






featured. Book by Estelle Hunt, Sam 
Summers and Cyrus Wood. Additional 
dialog by Eugene Conard. Lyrics and mu- 
sic by Edward Pola and Eddie Brandt. 
Dances by Dan Healy. William Caryl di- 
rector and stager. Opened Dec, 25 at the 
Royale, New York. $4.40 top. 
Stage Manager..... seeees William Plunkett 
Babe Birdy... .cccesseseseses Helen Goodhue 
Dick Fleming.....-seeseeeesensss Al Sexton 
Tommy Cl@ir..ccssesseseceeescd J ack Squires 
Elmer Green....ee- ‘Sunkist’? Eddie Nelson 
CHOSLY....cccecvesecersseresesese Olive Fay 
Susie Yates.....isese- Geccese Iouise Brown 
Henry....sccoeccese eocceces George Haggerty 
Mrs. Clair....cccccscecsseess Madeline Grey 
Col. Penny. .csceecsceeees ... Louis Casavant 
Virginia Lee Penny....«++-- Gladyce Deering 
Harry McDaniel. ....csssecees Andrew Mack 
Al Stafford... .ccccccsosdecess Edwin Walter 
Sugar Betty Ann... .Martha Copeland 
Dude... ccccccccsscs eeeeee- Arthur Bryson 
SluelOot... .cccccesessesesss U. S. Thompson 
Soapy Blake......+-+eeesrsseccd John Kennedy 
Hollywood Collegians...‘‘Cal’’ Earl, ‘Slim’ 
Gorstenkorn, ‘‘Ken"’ Howell, **Bud’’ 
Carlton, **Hal’’ Gustafson, ‘*Bill’”’ 
Griffin, ‘“‘Rus’’ PErickson. 





For a run or money, not a chance. 
William Demarest and Bernard Loh- 
muller’s musical is a second rater. 
It is destined to play No. 2 fiddle to 
the other and bétter current Broad- 
way musicals. 

Hither they spent too much time 
in framing this musical or not 
enough. Considering the shape the 
book was in the first two nights at 
the Royale, when the show seemed 
to be fighting itself, they didn’t 
spend enough. But considering what 
sort of base they had in the first 
place to build on, they spent too 
much. 

As staged “Woof Woof” has noth- 
ing in the way of a story during the 
entire first act (8.30-10), except for 
the love stuff and some forced grief 
squeezed out of a typical musical 
comedy heart tiff. Act two brings 
an about face in theme and on the 
spot interest is added and increases 
up to the finish. Estelle Hunt, Sam 
Summers and Cyrus Wood turned 
out something fairly novel as tune 
books go, but the stagers fumbled 
too early and recovered too late. 

Miss Hunt and Mr. Summers were 
once a vaudeville act, and a very 
good one, some years ago as Grey 
anc. Old Rose, and more recently 
under their own names. If they still 
can do as good a stage turn as they 
used to, they might have contrib- 
uted themselves, in person, to this 
show and helped. As might have 
Bill Demarest, one of the two pro- 
ducers, also. For “Woof Woof” 
needs people. And comedy. 


Now there is Louise Brown and 
little else. A few smart stage sets, 
but that doesn’t make a show. The 
comedy is minor league, the music 
can’t catch a hum, and the cast fails 
to hurdle the handicaps. 


Miss Brown gets all the attention, 
and deserves it. After trouping over 
everybody’s head all through the 
show, toward the finish she gets up 
on her toes in front of a ballet to 
present the best specialty of the 
entertainment. Miss Brown runs so 
far ahead of her playmates they 
look like a No. 2 company all alone. 

Opposite Miss Brown Al Sexton 
passes as the dead pan lover when 
not taking his hero classification too 
seriously. 

First comic and endowed with 
most of the comedy is “Sunkist” 
Eddie Nelson, who first saw a 
Broadway legit stage about nine 
years ago as Dell Chain’s partner in 
Fanchon and Marco’s “Sunkist.” 
Wherefrom comes the nickname. 
Why Nelson hasn’t done prominent 
comedy in the musical line since 
might be explained by his “Woof 
Woof” performance, a motion-for- 
motion take-off on Harry Conley, 
without gaining. Conley’s customary 
laughs, and with Nelson making it 
seem the part was originally written 
for and around Conley. 


Nelson can be himself. In an- 
other good specialty right near the 
finish (everything seemed to come’ 
too late) he danced and knock- 
abouted himself into four or five 
encores. Otherwise with Nelson it 
was two and a half hours of old 
gags, so old each one drew whis- 
pering*comment in place of laughs. 
They started with “What do you 
think I’ve got down here, a duck?” 
and went right down the line, omit- 
ting nothing. 


Secondary comedy is in the hands 
of Georgie Haggerty and Helen 
Goodhue, who plant their gags in 
contrasting sizes. Haggerty is a tinf 
fellow and Miss Goodhue a large 
They did the same routine 
last season in “Hello Yourself” and | 
change it but slightly for this show. | 
A vaude trip, in between probably 
made them letter perfect. By now 
it’s rather stereotyped. 

Jack Squires comes closest to 
Miss Brown in effectiveness as the 
vil. Olive Fay sings, dances a bit, 
plays a guitar and dumb doras op- 
posite Nelson as a likeable soubret. 





Gladyce Deering neither sings 
dances nor talks for Broadway, ° 

Billy and Elsa Newell, vaude 
standards, must have stepped in late 
for they are unprogrammed. Their 
variety turn in “two” and “one” in 


the first part added considerable - 


weight to a lagging story and was 
needed as the only show stopper iy 
the early section. 

Wesley Pierce and Hazel Harris, 
ballroom team, were spotted later in 
the first half with a cafe set making 
their number more plausible, Piereg 
has a new idea in neat comedy while 
keeping the dancing itself perfectly 
straight. Team liked immensely, 

Mixed chorus, everybody dancing 
is peppy and taps most of the time. 
In a novelty called “Satanic Strut” 
they do snakehips as per original, 
until reverting to the time steps, 

“I Mean What I Say” is the leye 
themer. “A Girl Like You” ang 
“Won't I Do?” are the best of the 
rest. 

A dog race, with three greyhounds 
on a treadmill, is the closing flash 
and not so flashy. Treadmills to. 
day are ‘as exciting as a croquet 
match. 

Appears Demarest and Lohmuller 
sunk most of the roll in mountings, 
dressing and stalling during produc. 
tion. There is no good reason for 
such a mediocre company in a $4.49 
musical on Broadway. 

Earl Carroll is said to’have noth- 
ing in this show. ‘ Lohmuller, Car. 
roll’s caster up to now, went it on 
his own. Bige. 


THE RIVALS 


(Semi-Pro Performance) 

Revival of Richard Brinsley Sheridan's 
comedy classic in three acts and seven 
scenes. Produced by Washington Square 
Players at Gansvoort, Greenwich Village, 
New York, Dec. 26, Directed by Randolph 
Somerville. 

Washington Square Players, semi- 
pro group formerly doing their stuff 
occasionally at Frank Lea Short’s 
studio in Washington Square, have 
shifted domicile to the Gansvoort 
on Grove street in Greenwich Vil- 
lage for a series of revivals. “Ri- 
vals” is the first and okay con- 
sidering the mixed pro and amateur 
cast, the latter culled from student 
body of the Washington Square 
branch of N.\V¥. U. This one is in 
for two weeks, getting patronage 
mostly from holidaying students. 

A good performance of the classi¢ 
given Friday night, with the juve- 
nile student audience almost as in- 
teresting as the players on the 
stage. If such encouragement con- 
tinues by way of patronage, the 
group may branch out as the latest 
of arty groups for Greenwich Vil-- 
lage. 

Randolph Somerville, who hit 
upon the idea of taking this bunch 
for a series of public performances 
seems to have a good bet so far 
with student trade and friends suf- 
ficient to support if they stick. 

“Rivals” is in for two weeks with 
“Seven Keys to Baldpate,” schede 
uled as supplanter, Edba. 
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A REMARKABLE 
VALUE! 
$4.65 


Here's a marvelous slipper done 
in Pink or White Canvas that’s 
hard to tell from Satin. Seldom 
has Capezio ever been able to 
produce so excellent a slipper for 

















80 little. Also in Pink or White 
Satin, or Patent Leather at . 
Dyed to match sample, $1.00 
Extra. Producers write for quan- 
tity prices. Catalogue upon 
request. 


















. IL STORE 
—er cing, Reval pb 
At 54th St. 
Te Veck Cle’ New York City 
———————— 
















EN THE’BIG SHOTS 
OF STAGE AND SCREEN 
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Disc Reviews 


(Continued from page 58) 
are definitely ‘dated’ musically. 
They will hardly sell except where 
the blues vogue still persists. 

Gladys Rice-Franklyn Bauer 

(Victor 2226) Richly supported by 
those suave fingers of Phil Ohman 
and Victor Arden, this mixed two- 
some has a class vocal combination 
with “I May Be Wrong” and “Just 
You, Just Me.” 

Both selections are well known 
and smoothness of handling here 
will appeal. 

Les Poe 

(Brunswick 4368) “Oh Doctor, My 
Adjustment” is an inane attempt to 
be funny despite the operation rou- 
tine being early Will Rogers vin- 
tage, 

Poe wrote the lyrics and if it’s a 
representative sample of what he 
can do, he should stick strictly to 
singing. In that department he has 
the advantage of a strong tone and 
clear. diction. 

“My Big Thrill’ 
almost.as silly. 

Jessica, Dragonette 


reverses and is 


(Brunswick 4601). “Italian Street 
Song,” a Herbert classic, and “Gian- 
nina Mia,” a Friml ditto, form an 


extremely attractive sales propo- 
sition for the disc-shopper whose 
tastes run counter to the mere con- 
temporaneous Wwa-wa. 

Miss Dragonette has a superb so- 
prano., 

Art Gillham 

(Columbia 2051) Whispering pian- 
ist who doesn’t whisper. So-so ma- 
terial here, “If You. Were the Only 
Girl,”, just. fair, and “Hollywood,” 
flapdoodle about the broken butter- 
flies of the cinema firmament. 

Alexander Kesselburgh 

(Columbia 2041) Too heavy for any 
general appeal is “By a Lonely For- 
est Pathway” and “Morro Rock, ee 
rendered in subterranean baritone. 

Earl Burnett Trio 

(Brunswick 4605) Bunch of the 
boys from Earl Burnett’s Pacific 
coast band doing a little speakeasy 
harmonizing. 

“What Do I Care” 


and “Look 


* What You’ve Done to Me.” fillers as 


to merit but pleasantly filtered. 
Ruth Etting 
(Columbia 2028) “A Place to Call 
Home” and “More Than You Know” 
are just fair numbers, but given 
“that” by Miss Etting. 


OUT-OF-TOWN REVIEWS 


( Caiitin use tela from page 55) 


Morrissey, himseif, its chief and 
practically only support. 

In Morrissey rests this show’s 
oniy chance to pull. through. The 
comic was in rare form at the 
opening, his ad libbing keeping the 
performance going: when it often 
appeared to be passing out. In an 
evening’ of laughs Morrissey’s 
spontaneous and sparkling chatter 
was funniest. 

Bert Fitzgibbon contributed a 
classic by leaving his bed at the 
French Hospital, New York City, 
showing up at the Lyric in Hoboken 
with a crutch and dressed in pa- 
jamas, bathrobe and _ overcoat, 
Bert broke his leg about a week 
ago. The hospital authorities were 
reported to have strenuously ob- 
jected to his leaving but the erst- 
while star “nut” comedian insisted 
on making good as per billing. 

He did his gagging from a bal- 
cony box, slipping, one in whenever 
thinking. of something to say. The 
whole show was like that and be- 
cause of it frequently a masterpiece 
in ad libbing by ad libbists who 
know their stuff. From his perch 
Fitzgibbons said he hoped they 
took in enough at the box office to 
get him back to the hospital. 

When it wasn’t Morrissey or 
Fitzgibbon, mostly, Morrissey, say- 
ing whatever occurred to them, the 
show’s comedy was contributed by 
Others ih form of stale burlesque 
hits, played by burlesque comedians. 
At ‘Such times “Hoboken Hoboes” 
was dull. 

Audience’s curiosity to see Billy 
Montgomery and how he looked 
after the last jam, was satisfied 
late in the running, during the sec- 
ond part. Billy was dressed in a 
tux and looked in shape, having 
a few moments of his own in “one,” 
talking and at the piano. 

Another missing among_ the 
“Broadway Deserters” billed to ap- 
pear was Jimmy Duffy (Duffy and 
Sweeney). Tinney, they said around 
the theatre, was somewhere in 
Philly. Jimmy’s whereabouts were 
unknown. 

Wow of the show was the 12-girl 
line, introduced as the Ned Way- 
burn Girls, but appearing to be 
either locals or Wayburn students 
receiving their first view of an 
audience from the stage side. It’s 





é most probable they were present to 


Work together but the cues were 
Mixed and each girl was minding 
er own business only. Morrissey 
Partially squared it by inserting a 
uzh or twa 
When the girls became so in- 
fividual that it was too great a 
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BATH, $2.00 


Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


LORRAINE 


SINGLE ROOM. UP 
DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
DOUBLE WifHOUT BATH. $14.00 WEEKLY 
LEONARD HICKS. President * 


GRANT 


SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $1.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 
SINGLE ROOM, BATH. $2.00 PER DAY 

DOUBLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH. 

DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY, 


$14.00 PER WEER 
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137-139 West 45th St. | 
NEW YORK CITY | 
| 
| 


rm+4OrL 


Completely remodeled—everything of 
the best—Simmons furniture (Beauty- 
rest mattresses), hot and cold water, 
telephones, showers. 
$12 for Single Room 

$15-$17 for Double Room 
$16-$18-$20 for Double Koom 

(with Private Bath) 
This is the ideal hotel for the Profession—in the 
heart of the theatrical section 


Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 | 








strain on the audience to watch | 
them all, Bill stepped in, stopped 
it, and then started them out in 
unison. Once even Bill could not 
help, so they doused the lights. 


Midgie Miller (Mrs. Morrissey) 
was miles ahead of the rest of the 
femme section. 

A small girl announced as Margie 
Barron played a violin, sang and 
danced. Wainwright Sisters (3) 
warbled close harmony. Ted Mar-/f§ 
cel did English straight. Togo, the | 


Jap, made his “death slide’ on a 
rope from second balcony to stage. 
Latter the only item to induce 
extra heart beats. 

No programs opening night. Im- 
pression was the mob attempted to 
keep the Friday night show as much 
under cover as possible, in order 
to see how it worked and weigh its 
value. No announcements’ sent 
out and nocritics invited. 

Several Met dailies sent men over 
on their own initiative, however, 
and the proposition landed quite a 
vit of space the following morning, 
The newspaper people tipped their 
mitts by asking for Tinney right off 
the bat. 

If anyone can mould something 
out of the opening night con- 
glomeration, Morrissey’s the boy to 
do it—if they can hold out long 
enough. No doubt the Hoboken 
beer gardens will pitch in if neces- 
sary to keep “Hoboes” going, for 
without theatres to bring ‘em over, 
the sud shops can’t exist. 

Had Morrissey’s original plans 
developed, this one might have been 
another Morley at the start. A bunch 
of old timers such as Morrissey 
figured on would have been a nat- 
ural for the spect. A gang like that 
and the beer, with the gang and 
bees not mixing, would certainly 
have attracted some attention. It 
may pan out that way yet. 

It is extremely mystifying that 
such ability as that possessed by 
Will Morrissey cannot find a more 
profitable location. Bige. 


BANDS AND ORCHESTRAS 


(Continued from page 43) 


McVee, I. S., 1221 E. 334 St., L. A. 
Meeker, Bob, Paimer House, Chicago. 
Melia, Wm., 91 Edwin S&t.. Ridgefield 
Park, N. J. 
Melson, Chas., Stanley T., Jersey City. 
Memphisonians, 92 S. Main St., Memphis 
Menge, M., E) Patio B., L. A. 
Messenger, Al, Roseland, Taunton, Mase 
Meroff. Ben, Granada T., Chicago. 
Mey-Hayne-Grauer, Plantation, Buffalo 
Meyer. M. F., 926 Broadway, Brooklyn. 
N.Y 


Meyer, Oscar, 4529 N. Camac St.. Phile- 
deiphia. 

Meyer Vic.. Butler H., Seattle. 

Meyerinck, Herb., Mandarin B. R., 8. F. 

Meyers, Al, 6206 Girard Ave., Phila, 

Meyers, Louis. Horn’s D. H., L. A. 

Miamian, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Miller, J. Franz, Statler H.. Detroit. 

Miller, Jack, Press Club, Montreal. 

Miller, N., 121 Williams S&t., Chelsea. 


Mass. 

Miller, Ray, c-o M. C. A., 1501 B’war. 
N. Y¥. <<. 

Miller, Vic, Loew's State, Syracuse. 
Miller, W., Rite Carl H.; Phila. 
Miner-Doyle, 1192 Middlesex St., Lewell 
ass. 

Mills, Floyd. 786 Fayette &t.. 
land. Md. 
Minich, E4., 1101 Prospect Ave.. 


Pa. 
Mitchel, Al, 





Cumber- 


Scran- 

ton 

Olympia T., New Haven 

Moore, Dinty, Hunter Is. Inn, Pelham, 
Y 


N. ’ 
Moore, Prof., Montmartre C., Hollywood. 
Moore, Pryor, Schaber’s C., A. 


Moore, Tom, Cizderella B. R., Long 
Beach, Cal. 
Morey. Ai, Worth T., Ft. Worth. 


Morey, Jack, 99 Westfield R4.. Holyoke. 
Morris, Glen, Silver Slipper, Baltimore. 
Morris, Mel. Piccadilly H., » i ¥%. & 


Mosby, Curtis, Apex C., L. 

Mosher. V.. 3137 10th Ave. 8.. Minneap- 
olis. 

Murphy's Skippers, Majestic H., Tama- 
qua, Pa. 

Musial, Fred. Oriental T., Detroit. 


Moana H., Waikiki Beach, Honolulu, Ha- 
wal. 


Nashold, Dudley, Nashold’s B. R., Seattle. 
Naylor, Oliver, Palais D’Or, Phila. 

Neff, Art, 6223 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Neibauer, Ed, Trianon B., Chicago. 
New Orleans Owls, H. Roosevelt, N. O. 
Nichols, Red, clo ‘‘Variety,”’ N. ¥. C. 
Norvo, Red, Minneapolis. Minn. 

Novit, Jules, Parody, Chicago. 


© 


Opposite 
N. V. A. Club 


$ 9 and Up Single 
$14 and Up Double 


Shower Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water and 
Telephone 


Electric Fans 


264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 





All Newly 
Decorated 


$ 8 and Up Single 
$12 and Up Double 


Hot and Cold Water 
and Telephone in 
. Each Room 


102 West 44th Street 
New York City 


Phone BRYANT 7228-29 





Oppenheim, W., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
Original Georgia 6, Danceland, Jamaica. 
L. I. 


Original Yellow Jackets, 
Beach, Buckeye Lake, 
Orlando, Nick, Plaza H., N. Y. C. 
Owens. H., Mayfair H., L. A. 

Owen, Dale. Capitvl T.. Fiint. Mich. 
Oxley, Harold, care Variety, N. Y. C 


Bummeriand 


P 


Pace,- George C., yg oO. 

Paleman, Dan, Black Cat R.. N. ¥. C. 

Panico, Louis, Canton Tea Gardens, Chi- 
cago. 

Parisian Red Heads, 28 W. North 8t.. 
Indianapolis. 

R., Detroit. 

Rochester. 


Pasternacki, Steve, Luigi's 

Payne. Al. 469 Meigs S8t., 

Pearl, Morey, 263 Hunting Ave., Boston 

Peck. Jack, 801 Keenan Bidg., Pittsburgh 

Peerless Orch., Monmouth 68t., Newport. 
Ky. 

Perluss, Abe, Rose Room, Log Angeles. 

Perri, Don, Saenger T., New Orleans, La. 

Peterson, B., Tivoli T.. Michigan City 
Ind. 

Peytun, Doc, c. o. A. 8. C., Chi. 

Pfeifter’a Orch., 1848 Palmetto Ave., To- 


tedo. 

Philbrick’s Orch., Younker’'s Dept. Store, 
Des Moines, Ia. 

Phillips, Phil., Club Bagdad, Dallas. 


Piccino, A., 860 N. 8th St., Reading. Pa 
Pierce, Chas., Pershing Palace, Chicago. 
Pipp’s Orch. Sullivan’s. Edmonton. Can 
Pollock, Ben, Silver Slipper, N. Y. C. 
Pollock. Ralph, Loew's State. Syracuse. 
Pontrelli, Nick, Rose Room B. R., L. A. 
Prado, Fred, American House. Boston. 
Prince. G., King War Lo R., Detroit. 
Pullen, R. E., 1386 Sellers 6t., Frank- 
ford. Phila. 
Q 


Quam, Gene, Maryland H., Pasadena, Cal. 
R 


Randell, Art, Fontenelle H., Omaha. 
app, B., Arcadia, West Haven, Conn. 
Rapee, Erno, Roxy T., N. Y¥. C. 
Rasmussen, F.. 143 Graham Ave., 
Bluffs, Ia. 
Rawden, Bill, Palace H. F. 
Reisman, Leo, Central P. eles ae 
Renard, Jacques, Coconut Grove, Boston. 
Reser, Harry, 148 W. 46th 8t.. N. Y. C. 
Rhythm Roamers. care Chas. Mack, De 


troit 
Aldo, Ritz-Carlton H., N. Y. C. 


Counci) 


Ricci, 
hw Fred, c-o “Taps,” 745 7th Ave., 

Rickitts, J. C. Kosciusko, Mise. 

Rines, Joe, Elks H., Boston. 

Rittenbaud, J., U. Artists T., Detroit. 

Rizzo, Vincent, Sylvania H., Phila. 

Rodemich, Gene, Metropolitan T.. Bosten 


ED ag d Penn, Commodore B., Lowell. 
ass. 
Roesner, Walt, c-o Fanchon & Marco, 


San Francisco. > 
Rohde, Kari, Loew’s heum, a 
Roky, Leon, Syracuse Syracu 
Rolfe, B. A., 1590 Broadway, x. vr. Cc. 

anaes Joe. 106 Winter S&t.. Portland. 


~ 
Romanelll, I., King Edward H., Toronto 
Romana, P., Roseland B. R., N. ¥. C. 
Rose. Irv.. Statler H., St L. 
Rosevrook, Leon, Hoxy a. KF, 
Rosen, Paul, 78 W. Randolph Bt., 

cago. 
Rosentha!, Harry, Steinway Hall, N. ¥. C. 
Rothschild. Leo, 306 W. 14th 8t., N. Y¥. C. 
Royal Novelty Six. 2333 N. 224 St., Phila 
Rubinoff, Paramount T., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Russell. B.. King Cotton H.. Greensboro. 
Russo, Dan, Beachview Gardens, Chicago. 
Russo, Danny, Palace T., Chicago. 


Sanborn, E4., Loew's T., Montreal. 
Sands, P., 215 Ridgewood Ave., B’klyn. 
Schara, C. F., 624 Bway., Buffalo, N. Y 
Schmitt, Fred, Rialto T.. Denver. 
Schoiler, Dave, e-0 Loew’s, N. Y. C. 
Schubert, Ed., 24 Arthur 8t.. Lawrence. 

Maas. 

es VU. J., 819 Court &t., 

lo. 

Scott, L. W., 600 Dilbert Ave., Spring 
field, O. 

Scott, Frank, 284 President 6t., B’klyn 
w. F:; 
apolis. 

Seidenman, S14, Mayflower H., Wash. 

Salinger, Abe, President H. a. C. 

Sellinger, Henry, Drake H., Chicago. 

Selvin, Ben, Columbia, 1819 B’ way. N. Y¥ 

Setaro. A., Granada T., 

Beven Aces, c-o 
Bldg.. N. Y. 

Beveri, Gino, Granada T.. 8. F. 

Sheffers, H. C., Wilbur’s, Taunton, Mass 

Shelton. Geo., Olympie H.. Seattle. 

Fey Maurie, Golden Pumpkin, Chi- 


"left, Jos., Caves C., 19th & Bway, Oak. 


‘Cot. 


Fremont, 


F. 
A.. Paramount 





Octavet Orc., 86 Duffield St., Brooklyn, 
N. Y. 


O’ Hare, H., 20 W. Jackson Bivd., Chi. 
O’ Hearn, Trave, LeClair H., Moline, Nl. 
Olsen, George, Roosevelt H., Hollywood. 


‘land, Cal. 
Silverman, D., Missouri T., St. Louis. 
Stivertown Cord, c-o M. C. A., Paramount 
j Bildg., N. Y. C 








LANDSEER APTS. 


245 Wes Sist Street 
Columbus 8950 


IRVINGTON HALL 


355 West 5lst Street 
Columbus 1360 





Principal Office: 





600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 





HILDONA COURT 


341-347 West 45th Street. 
1-2-3-4-room apartments. Private bath, 


$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 


All apartments directly under the supervision of the owner 
In the center of the theatrical district. 


Address all communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 


Landseer Apts., 245 West 5ist Street, New York 
All apartments can be seen evenings. 


Will Lease by the Week Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished. 


BENDOR COURT 


843 West 655th Street 
Columbus 6066 


HENRI COURT 


312 West 48th Street 
3830 Longacre 





$560 Longacre 
phone, kitchen or kitchenette 


All fireproof buildings 


Office in each building 








— l 





Phone: LONGACRE 6805 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 8-4 Rooms. 
Senge HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT. 


THE BERTHA 





GO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 


Opsentng to the comfort and convenience of 
he profession. 
$15.00 UP 


Mrs. Jackson now in charge 














A GOOD HOTEL IN 
MIDTOWN NEW YORK 


Weekly Rates 
Single rooms $14 ~=to $21 
Double rooms $17.50 to $24 
Two-room suites $35 
Three-room suites $45 


HOTEL WELLINGTON 


7th Ave. at 55th St., New York City 
Under KNOTT Management 


S lemnenene 























Silvester, Johnny, Spanish B. R., Seattle. 
Simons, Seymour, Hollywood T., Detroit. 
Singer, Lou, Trianon B. R., Seattle. 
Skrivenals, Jos., El Patio B. R., L. A. 
Slason, Fred, Lotus R., Washington, 


Gr 
Smith-Ballew, Richman C., N. Y¥. C, 
Smith, LeR., Connie's Inn, N,. Y. C. 
Smith, Harl, Blossom Heath Inn, Detroit 
160 W. Buchtel Ave., Akroa. 


Souders. Jackie, Strand T., Vancouver. 
Specht, Paul, 1585, Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Spielman. M., Moulin Rouge C., B’klyn. 
Spitalny. Phil. Pennsylvania H.. N. ¥. C 
Spitainy. H. Leopold, Chicago T., Chi. 
Spitalny. M., Statler H., Cleveland. 
Springer, Leon, 134 Livingston St., Bklyn. 


St. Clair Jesters, Prince Edward H., 
Windsor, Canada. 

3t. Louls Kings, 1383 E. 95th St., B’klyn 
en H., 0911 Sumner &8t.. Lincoln 
eb 

Stafford, Jesse, Palace H., 8. F. 
om Jack, Senator T., Sacramento, 
al, 

Stark, Ferdinand, Curran T., ay 
Steppe. Norman, Shadeland © . San An- 
tonlo. 

Stern, Harold, Ambassador H., N. Y. C. 
Btevens. Perley. 258 Huntington Ave., 
Boston 


Steward, Sam, Biack Cat C., Columbus. 


ott. B.. c-o T. Shayne, 1576 B'way, 
Stoll, Geo.. Loew's State T., L. A 


Straub, Herb, Buffalo Broadcasting Corp., 
Buffalo. 

Strickland, Chas., Pk. pet N. Y. C. 

Strissoff, Vanderbilt H., N. c. 

Steele. Blue, Peabody i., Memphie 

Straight, Chas., Variety. Chicago. 

Butherland. Lee, Flor d'Italia 6.7 

Sweet. Al. 29 Quincy 8t.. Chicago. 

Bweeten, Claude. Golden Gate, 8. F. 

Sweeten, Owen, 5th Avenue T., Seattle. 


7 


Tapps, 745 Seventh Ave., N. Y. C. 
Taylor, H., 1015 Chestnut 8t., Phila. 
Taylor, Jack, Ambassador H., L. A. 
Teppas, J. J., 538 Glenwood Ave., Buffalo. 
Terry, Thelma, c-o M. C. A., Paramount 


. 1789 Straus Bldg.. Chicago. 
Thies, Henry, Linton H., Cin. 


Thomas, Millard. Royal Knickerbocker, 
a EE 
Tierney Five. Rittenhouse H.. Phila, 
Tobin, John, Coffee Dan's, Chicago. 
Turcotte, Geo... 90 Orange St., Manches- 
ter, N. 
Vv 

Vagabonds, Oriole Terrace, Detroit. 
Vallee, Rudy, Paramount T., N. Y. C. 


Van der Zanden, Ambassador H., N. Y. 
Veo. Harold. ——— os a ee Oe 
Vorhees, Don, 325 W. 45th St., N. X. SC 


w 


Wade, Jim, c. o. A. 8S, C., Chi. 
Wadsworth, Waddy, Terrace Gardens, Chi- 
cago. 

Walker. Ray, 
Brooklyn, N. Y 

Wagner, Sol 


466 Wastington Ave., 


‘Beau Monde, Chicago, 


Warner. D.. Tk a B., Ocean Pk., Ca) 
Walsh. W., 212 E Tremont Ave., B. ¥..S. 
Warin’s O’ Connor, 1691 


Penn. ° c-o 
B’ way. N » & 
Watson, Monk, Grand-Riviers T., Detroit 
Weede-Meyer Orc., c-o M C. he Para 
mount Bidg.. N. Y. C. 
Weeks. Anson. Mark Hopkins H.. 8 F. 
Weems, Ted, Granada Cafe, Chie ago. 
Werner Ed. Michigan T., Detroit 
Wesley Jos.. 317 12th Ave.. Milwaukee 
Whidden. Ed, 125 Dikeman St., Brooklyn 
Whiteman, Paul, 1560 Bway., N. Cc 





a 





THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 
330 West 43rd Street; New York 
Longacre 7132 

Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 




















LETTERS 


When Sending for Mal) to 
VARIETY. Address Mai) Clerk. 


POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING _ of 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 
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Byron Billy Mauson Edith Miss 


Meyer & Nolan 


Riley Mrs G 
Rinaldo “Ita’”’ 
Rowan Frank 


Shea Edward L 
Shields Ella 


Carmichael Hoagy 
Charmion Alfred 


Davidson Sybil 
Dick Deon M 
Dunbar & Turner 
Hatt & Herman 
Jervis Harry Mrs 


LaFleur Mr & Mrs 


Touraou Eraste 


Warwick Robert 
Wincherman W F 


Marcus Manuel 
Mason Lois Miss 





Young Marjorie 





CHICAGO OFFICE 


Alexander Roy Howard Buddy 
Arnand P B Howard May 


Baker Doc 

Binder Ray. 
Blumenfeld Herm’'n 
Buckley St F B 


Jones Davy 

Jones Terese M 

Keolaha Violet 

Capman M Lamey Jack 

Chandler Fehmer Lange Howard 

Chang Kai Sheck Laughlin Jack 

Churchill Ben Lee Byran 

Citkins Jack Leis Clara 

Coster & Rich Leslie & Vanderg‘ft 
Lopez Bobby 

Davis & McCoy Lyman Tommy 

De Lane Dale 

Duffy J MacGowan C & M 

Myers Tim 


Novit Jules 


Edwards J & L 
Emerson Eddie 
Evans Alvin A 
Prignano A J 
Ferguson Mae Pymn Fred & P’gy 
Forsyth James F 
Frohman Bert Reynolds Vera 
Robertson L B 
Rose Charlie 
Russo Jimmie 
Ruth Sis & Moore 


Gerard Jay 
Gifford W C 
Gilbert Bert 
Gillette Lucy 


Goodlette W J Silby Nat 
Gordon Al Steinbeck Bruno 
Hall & Essley Van Rex 


Halligan Jack 
Hammond Al 
Hart Lisle C 
Herman Lewis 
Hertz Lillian p 
Hogan & Stanley 
Holt Miles 


Vanderkoor H B 
Verdi Alvin 
Verobell Madame 


White H Pierre 
Wynn Ray 








Williamson, Ted. Isle of Palms H., 
Cc. 


Charleston, S 
Wileon. Rilly, Du Pont H., Wilmington. 
Wilson. Clare, Madison Gardens, Tolede, 
Wilson F.. Marcell Country Club, Pasa- 


dena. 
Winebrenner. W. &.. 


267 Frederick St., 

Hanover, Pa. 

Wittstein, Eddie, New Haven. 

Wolf, Rube, Fox T., San Francisco. 
Wolfe Leo, Vanity Fair. Chicago. 
Wolshan, J.. El Patio B. R.. Ss. F. 
Wunderlich, F.. 1587 E. 19th St.. Bklyn. 
Wylie Allister, Coronado H., 8t. L. 


Y 


Yates, Danny, Windsor H., Montreal. 
Young. L.. 1855 Prespect Pl., Brooklya. 
Youngman, H., 882 Gilet Bt., Brookiya. 





Pe i 





Wednesday, January 1, 1930 








VARIETY 





—— 
































Overnight into the Ten Best Seller List! 
CHANT OF THE JUNGLE 


Lyric by Arthur Freed Music by Nacio Herb Brown 
THAT WONDERFUL SOMETHING 
Lyric by Joe Goodwin *‘ (1S LOVE) Music by Louis Alter 


Introduced by 


JOAN CRAWFORD 


and ROBERT MONTGOMERY 
in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s Box Office Sensation 


“UNTAMED” 





























ROBBIN S , MUSIC CORPORATION 799 Seventh Avenue. New York 
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